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From Pastor Dave… 
 

By the time you receive this newsletter, most likely April Fool’s Day will have passed. The newsletter 
is coming out a little later this month because the church council held their March meeting as part of 
their retreat on Sunday, March 31. We decided to wait on sending out the newsletter a few days so 
that the minutes of the March Council meeting might be included.   

Anyway – back to April Fool’s Day. Did you get fooled? Or did you happen to fool someone else?  
Some people are especially good at coming up with great April Fool jokes, and some people are            
especially gullible. It makes for a good combination.    
 

I always like it when Easter falls in April, not only because the weather is often warmer, but also     
because Easter is God’s April Fool’s to the powers of sin and death! 
 

I think Tony Campolo captures the “April Fool’s” part of Easter best when he tells of a Good Friday 
service that he was a part of many years ago.  At that service, he recalls, “There were seven of us 
preaching back to back. When it was my turn to preach, I rolled into high gear, and I want to tell you, 
I was good.  The more I preached, the more the people in that congregation ‘turned on,’ and the 
more they ‘turned on,’ the better I got.  I got better and better and better…[when I finished] I sat 
down next to my pastor and he looked at me with a smile. He reached down with his hand and 
squeezed my knee.  ‘You did all right!’ he said.  I turned to him and asked, ‘Pastor, are you going to 
be able to top that?’ The old man smiled at me and he said, ‘Son, you just sit back, ’cause this old 
man is going to do you in!’ 
 

I didn’t figure that anyone could have done me in that day. I had been so good…But the old guy got 
up, and I have to admit, he did me in. The amazing thing was that he did it with the use of one line. 
He started his sermon real softly by saying, ‘It was Friday; it was Friday, and my Jesus was dead on 
the tree. But that was Friday, and Sunday’s comin’!’ 
 

He came on louder as he said, ‘It was Friday, and Mary was cryin’ her eyes out. The disciples were 
runnin’ in every direction, like sheep without a shepherd, but that was Friday, and Sunday’s comin’!’   
 

He picked up the volume still more and shouted, ‘It was Friday.  The cynics were lookin’ at the world 
and sayin’, “As things have been so they shall be. You can’t change anything in this world; you can’t 
change anything.” But those cynics didn’t know that it was only Friday. Sunday’s comin’!   
 

‘It was Friday!   And on Friday, those forces that oppress the poor and make the poor to suffer were 
in control. But that was Friday! Sunday’s comin’! 
It was Friday, and on Friday Pilate thought he had washed his hands of a lot of trouble. The Pharisees 
were struttin’ around, laughin’ and pokin’ each other in the ribs.  They thought they were back in 
charge of things, but they didn’t know that it was only Friday!  Sunday’s comin’!’ 
 

He kept on working that one phrase…Over and over he came at us, ‘It’s Friday, but Sunday’s comin’!’  
By the time he had come to the end of the message, I was exhausted.  He had me and everybody else 
so worked up that I don’t think any of us could have stood it much longer. At the end of his message 
he just yelled at the top of his lungs, ‘It’s Friday!’ and all five hundred of us in that church yelled back 
with one accord, ‘Sunday’s comin’!’” That, dear friends, is the Good News of Easter! That, dear 
friends, is God’s April Fool’s joke on sin and death! And all God’s people say, “Amen!”  - Pastor Dave  
 

Sunday & Wednesday Scripture Readings 

April 7—Matthew 25:31-46 
April 14—Matthew 21:1-17 and the Passion According to Matthew 
April 18—(Maundy Thursday)—Matthew 26:17-30 
April 21—Matthew 28:1-10 
April 28—Matthew 28:16-20 
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Coming Up 
~ April 5-6—SW MN Synod Senior High Gathering  ~ April 21—Easter Sunday 
~ April 13—Annandale Expo               ~ April 24—Food For Kidz 
~ April 14-20—Holy Week 
 

Midweek Lenten Services and Soup Suppers continue 
We will continue our Midweek Lenten worship, using Holden Evening Prayer, on 
April 3 and April 10 at 7:05pm. Our speakers will be Emily Combs and Skip                 
Dolan, respectively. Soup suppers at 5:30pm. 

Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule 
April 14 – Palm/Passion Sunday – 8:15am and 10:30am 
                  Breakfast  8:30am—12:30pm   
April 18 -  Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion/Stripping of the Altar – 7:00pm 
April 19 -  Community Good Friday Service at St. Ignatius – 12noon 
                  Stations of the Cross Service led by our 9th Graders – 7:00pm 
April 21 – Easter Sunday – 8:15am and 10:30am 

Food For Kidz (Special Offering) 
Once again this year we are inviting members of St. John’s to consider a special offering to support our Food 
for Kidz food packaging event on Wednesday, April 24.  While our D-Way youth have been bringing offerings 
each Wednesday. What we have in hand is not nearly enough to cover the cost of the food that we will be 
packaging that day. This has been a great ministry event for our youth and congregation, and it’s a way to 
make a difference in God’s world by providing nutritious food to people in need in our own country and 
around the world. Please consider a special gift above and beyond your normal giving and place it in the                 
enclosed envelope. Each meal costs approximately 15 cents. So that means a gift of $20 would provide over 
133 meals, a gift of $50 would provide over 333 meals, a gift of $100 would provide over 566 meals, and a gift 
of $1000 would provide over 5666 meals.   
Also, please consider becoming involved in helping out with the actual food-packaging. It’s great way to                    
actively address the hunger in our world and an opportunity to meet and work with other amazing youth and 
adults. 

Volunteer Sign-Up Book 
We have added another option for signing up to volunteer at St. John’s. Located on the Welcome Desk is a                
binder with the many volunteer needs. You can still sign up online via the Sign-Up Genius, or you can sign up             
using the binder. Each week both the online and paper version of the sign-up will be updated to avoid spots          
being double booked. Thank you for all you do, and your willingness to be a part of God’s mission at St. John’s. 

Earth Day 
This year Earth Day falls on Monday, April 22nd.  This day annually serves as a good reminder to us that the 
earth is the Lord’s, and that we are called to be good stewards of all that God has entrusted to us – not only 
for own sake, but for the sake of generations yet to come. 

Wednesday D-Way and Lenten Worship 
All D-Way youth (Grades 5-9) are expected to attend our midweek Lenten services                                                          
as part of their confirmation process. We especially hope that you will take this opportunity to worship         
together as families.  Our Lenten worship services begin at 7:05pm. Each week we will ask the D-Way youth to 
sign in. Our Lenten worship services are a great time for the 7-9th graders to catch up on their sermon notes. 
 

First Communion 
This community of faith rejoices with the following young people who will now begin to join us in sharing the 
meal of holy communion: Evan & Nora Muetzel; Evelynn Hoeft; Aliana & Robby Halverson; Logan, Luca, and 
Suzan Wessling; Archer & Berkley Domagala; Jack Hart; Clara Uecker. In the sacrament of holy baptism, we are 
welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God.  In the sacrament of holy                             
communion, God unites us in Jesus Christ and nourishes us for that mission.  Living among God’s faithful                    
people, we are strengthened by God’s word and this holy supper to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace 
in all the earth.  We welcome each of them to the Lord’s table. We thank God for each of them and pray that 
they will find joy and strength in this meal.  – Adapted from Sundays and Seasons, used with Permission 

Spring Clean-Up Day 
Spring Cleanup Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 27 beginning at 8:00am (rain date is May 18).  Cleanup    
projects both outside and inside will be addressed that day. Volunteers are encouraged to bring gloves, rakes, 
hedge trimmers, dandelion diggers, weed whips, and cordless blowers.  Rolls and coffee will be provided. 
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Communion Service At Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be April 5 at 1:30pm.  While this worship service is             
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, 
it is open to all residents, family and friends.   
Pastor Alex is also scheduled to lead Sunday worship at the Care Center on Sunday, April 28. 

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.  Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of            
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have     
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to 
be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun 
watching the young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all 
who continually give and flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching 
some amazing things about giving. Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the 
organizations that receive the gifts at the end of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  
received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will in the coming months.  
 

October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $509.64         April: Food For Kidz 
November: Share Your Christmas - $401.88              May: Summer Camp Scholarships 
December: Annandale Food Shelf - $361.21    June: Companion Synod 
January: AES Nurses Fund - $361.21    July: Youth Activity Fees 
February: Youth First - $318.39    August: AES Backpack Program 
March: Sunset Ridge - 

Congratulations! 
 To the members of the Annandale Speech Team and their success this year—especially to Parker &  
       Jillian Kulm, Faith Mader, Elliot Peterson, Jenna Groth, and coach Jen Kulm. 
 To Alex Wrobbel for qualifying for BPA Nationals. 
 To Holly Eckholm for being named one of Minnesota’s 36 MSHSL ExCEL winners! 
 To Coach Matt Reimer, St. Cloud State Men’s Basketball, for another successful season and for 

taking his team to the NCAA Division 2 tournament.   

Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you                 
join the contemporary worship team. If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

Sound and Slide Projection 
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship.  If you have an interest or 
know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No experience is required;    
we will teach people how to do both.  

 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the May newsletter are due by April 18.  Early submissions are greatly appreciated! 
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Report 

 Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

 

General Fund 
 

February  
2019 

$36,647.43 $36,499.58 $32,317.58  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2018  
$37,137.60 $38,165.40   

Building Fund    Monthly Mortgage   

  $7,774.23 $9,719.12 $24,465.03  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $1,923.00 $1,440.03 $10,273.56  

Notes: 
 

1.      The General Fund had $1,852.15 more in expenses than income during February, 2019. Income for February tracked at less than 
budgeted amounts and expenses were also less than the budget. Year-to-date we have a General Fund deficit of $10,548.99. NOT 
GOOD! We will require more profitable months (and a substantial increase in income) if we are to fund the “Grow Even Stronger” 
Campaign. 

2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and increased during February, 2019.  

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  

Page 12 Good News Monthly 

 

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There is a variety of  options 
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the                    
InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and 
they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 

Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a                 
congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – 
no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such 
gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 
 

 

Automatic Giving—Stewardship For All Seasons 
Many people have memories of seeing the offering envelop on the kitchen table every Sunday morning             
before coming to church. That envelope contained a check that was handwritten an sealed up to be handed 
in when the offering plate passed through the pew.  
Today, most Americans pay at least some of their bills automatically. This happens in a variety of ways. 
Some payments automatically get charged to a credit card. Others are debited against a bank account. And, 
there are plenty of other ways to do this.  
          The advantages to the person making payments this way are normally: 
   - Reduced worry of missing a payment 
  - Help in managing cash flow 
  - Less bookkeeping work 
  - Time savings of not having to write a check 
The church is able to help you with setting up automatic payments as well. We have a payment system here. 
You simply fill out a form, attach a voided check and we set it up for you. Contact Aleah Edwards to get the 
form.  You can also go to our website and set up an automatic credit card payment.  In each of these               
scenarios, you can change the terms at any time.  

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve 
April marks the 24th month of our 36-month capital campaign, Gathered in Christ...Scattered to Serve. This 
campaign started in May of 2017 and will end in April 2020. Looking back, it seems hard to believe 2 years 
have flown by. As of the end of February, we have received $174,563.50 in pledged giving and $49,058.50 in 

other contributions. With 13 more mortgage payments (April 2019 thru April 2020) that                     
requires an additional $124,631.00 to be raised. ($9,587 x 13). I sincerely believe that this can 
be done. Please watch the treasurer’s financial summary each month to monitor our success. 
Early May we will be celebrating the start of the third year. Watch for details. Thank you for 
your generous support, and we look forward to the upcoming year.  
 

Capital Campaign 
Linda Dircks 

Endowment Sunday 
Do you know that St. John’s has an Endowment? It’s not a huge Endowment, but because of that               
Endowment (and the funds that keep on giving) we have been able to give out grants totally almost $25,000 
since 2008.  On Sunday, April 28, the Endowment Committee will be sharing stories of how last year’s grant 
recipients have used those funds to further God’s mission in our world.    
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Coffee & Conversation 
In April from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on Thursdays. He is looking forward                   
to conversation with anyone who wants to stop by. You may wish to check with the church office on                    
Thursdays to see if he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys                    
visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your mind.   

Congregation Camping Trip—June 7-9 
Any campers out there? Tent? RV? Pop-up camper? All are welcome at our first 
congregational camping trip to Bunker Hills Campground. We will have meals  
together, play games together, worship together on Sunday and partake in the 
water Park activities and much more. We’ve booked nine camp sites that range 
from 30 amp to 50, as well as a group camp site for tent campers. We hope you’ll 
join us. Sign-ups will go up in March. Be sure to get it on your calendar. Not a 
camper? No worries, join the rest of the group on Saturday for a day in the sun at 
Bunker Hills Wave Pool.  

Gustavus Faith Conference 
As part of their annual Gustavus Association of Congregations Day, Gustavus will once again be offering a 
Faith Conference on Saturday, April 27. The theme of this year’s conference is “Developing Spiritual                     
Intelligence: From Filling Committees to Growing Spiritual Leaders.” Dr. Terri Elton, Associate Professor of 
Leadership at Luther Seminary, St. Paul and Dr. Kai Nilsen, Lead Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Gahanna, 
Ohio, will be the featured speakers. If you are interested in participating, or would like more information, 
please contact Pastor Dave or the church office. We would like to send in our registrations on April 8.  

Annandale Expo 
St. John’s will once again have a booth at this year’s Annandale Expo on Saturday, April 13, and once again 
we will be offering FREE POPCORN! We are looking for the following: 

1)   Individuals who would be willing to pop corn the day before the Expo – to give us a head start. This 
worked really well last year! 

2)   Someone who would be willing to transport the popper and stand to the high school the evening                 
before the Expo. 

3)   Volunteers to hand out the popcorn at the Expo (a great opportunity for families to serve                             
together) and to be a welcoming presence on behalf of the St. John’s community. 

Cantata 
This year’s Cantata will be “Come Follow Me” by Jackson Berkey. This Cantata will be shared at BOTH of our 
services on Sunday, May 5. All are welcome to sing in the Cantata. Rehearsals began the end of March, but all 
adults and youth are still welcome to come and sing. Please contact Mark Nelson if you have any questions.   

Want to be inspired? 
This year’s Southwest Minnesota Synod Assembly will be held June 7 and 8 at Redwood Falls, MN. It’s an                 
opportunity to be inspired by the partnership we share with the other congregations of our Synod, and by all 
the exciting things we are doing together, both as a Synod and together throughout our ELCA. We can send 
up to five members from St. John’s (it needs to be 50% male and 50% female) to this year’s  Assembly. Our 
own Pastor Alex and our synod’s youth band (including Holly Eckholm) will be leading our singing and                
worship. Please contact Pastor Dave, or the church office, if you are interested in attending, or if you have 
any questions about the Assembly, the deadline is May 17. Come and be inspired by what God is up to in our 
Church and in our world. Come and be inspired by engaging worship and learning. Come and be inspired by 
all the amazing stories that will be shared.    

What’s New Continued... 

Guys and Brews Life Group 
Join Pastor Alex and a group of other guys at Spilled Grain Brew house every other Thursday at 8pm for a 
time of conversation, fellowship, cribbage and a good brew. They serve a great root beer for those who 
chose not to drink beer. Upcoming dates are 4/11, 4/25, 5/9, 5/23 

Easter Flowers 
It’s time to order flowers for Easter and order forms are available at the Welcome Center.  We have the                       
following options: 
Lilies—$6.75 per plant, Tulips, Hyacinths—$7.75 per plant 
Mums, Begonias, Cyclamens, Kalanchoes—$11.00 per plant 
Hydrangeas—$18.00 per plant                        Deadline to order is Sunday, April 7. 



Page 4 Good News Monthly 
Good News Monthly Page 4 

From Pastor Alex 
I absolutely LOVE CAMP! From the bonfires, swimming, all camp games, worship, skits, and musicals are 
what make camp such an amazing experience. Summer camp was one of the most formative experiences of 
my life, and the joy of being able to return this summer with my family is a huge joy for me. This summer, all 
K-12th graders are invited to join my family at Luther Crest Bible camp July 7-12. Our oldest daughter will be 
having her first camp experience with the Explorers program that runs from Sunday to Monday, and we plan 
to stay at camp the rest of the week. If you have a child who may be nervous about going to camp, knowing 
that our family will also be at camp may help ease some of those anxious feelings.  There are many different 
options for all age levels during this week of camp, but of course there are many options throughout the           
entirety of the summer. Luther Crest offers the following programs the week of July 7:  

K-2 Grade Explorers 
Bring a parent or guardian along and spend a night exploring what summer camp is all about! Campers will 
experience worship, Bible Study, lake life, arts & crafts, games, great food, spending the night in a cabin and 
more! This exploration starts off on Sunday and wraps up on Monday after closing worship. 

2-4 Grade Seekers 
Seeking a Bible Camp experience?  Get a taste of camp with this four-day, three-night program.  

3-6 Grade Leapers 
Leapers will enjoy all that Luther Crest has to offer by worshiping, participating in Bible Study, swimming in 
Lake Carlos, doing arts & crafts, exploring the Nature Room, meeting new friends, playing All Camp Games, 
team building on the Low Lands Challenge Course, and more!   

6-9 Grade Witnesses 
Make memories with this classic camp experience as you worship with friends, zip line off the Tree Tops  Chal-
lenge Course, swim in Lake Carlos, study the Bible, sing songs, do arts & crafts, cook outside and grow in faith! 

7-9 Grade X-treme Camp 
X-treme trampolines!  X-treme paintballing!  X-treme water sports!  X-treme service! Jump into these                      
X-treme activities this summer!   

6-8 Grade WET & WILDerness 
Get your feet wet in the wilderness of Minnesota as we canoe down the Crow Wing River! We'll head back to 
Luther Crest on Thursday morning where we'll engage in some water sports like wake surfing, tubing and 
swimming.  

9-12 Grade Blazers 
Assist Luther Crest this summer with this service opportunity! Join your counselor and discover what it means 
to both lead an serve by helping with worship, assisting with camp meals, participating in team building                  
activities, and more.           ***You can find more information at luthercrest.org 
 

All who sign up for camp will be supported by St. John’s. The exact amount is dependent upon the number of 
youth who sign-up for camp. Our hope is that we reach our goals for our “Grow Even Stronger”                     
campaign over the next year and all youth who attend summer camp in 2020 will be fully supported by St. 
John’s. If you have any questions, please let me know. I hope that many of our young people will take        
advantage of the amazing experiences that outdoor ministry provides! 
 

In Christ, Pastor Alex 

Administrative Assistants Day 
Wednesday, April 24, is set aside as Administrative Professionals Day.  It’s a day to recognize all the behind 
the scenes work that administrative professionals do that is so vital to the operations of organizations,     
businesses, and even churches. Please make sure that day and every day to say thank you to those who 
serve in such vital ways. And if you are one of those people, please know that you, your work, and your                
ministry are MUCH appreciated and valued! 
Here at St. John’s we want to say a BIG thank-you to Chrystal and Aleah for all the great work that they do 
every week. Please let them know that their presence, their work, and their service are greatly appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 

     Many Thanks 
     ~ To our faithful snow shoveling team who really have had a workout this year, thanks for all your  
         faithful service! 
     ~ To the Chancel Choir for sharing two anthems for our Spiritual Sunday. 
     ~ To our D-Way Small Groups and guides who are serving as ushers for our Wednesday evening worship 
        services. 
     ~ To Mona Volden, Diane Barkley, Alyssa Domagala, and to Vicki Greene for assisting with the Imposition  
         of Ashes on Ash Wednesday. 
     ~ To our Lenten speakers in March—Brian Koslofsky, Holly Eckholm, and Judy Seaberg,  thank you for  
         sharing you live out your faith in your daily life and callings. 
     ~ To our youth who have been serving our soup suppers and to all who have donated soup, and to all  
         who have participated. 
     ~ To all who helped serve the Dave Carlson funeral luncheon or donated items.  

 Updated on Hospitality/ Coffee bar is going great.  Please share concerns and joys. A huge shout out 
to Emily Combs and Joyce Wadman who have put in a lot of work to make this a success 

  
 The church has gone to Sign-up Genius for most volunteer opportunities, but there is also a blue bind-
er on the Welcome center for people to sign up also.   

  
Old Business 

 Grow Even Stronger Update- we will look more into it at March Executive Committee 
  
 
New Business 

 Appoint LuVerne Anderson to a 3 year term on the Endowment Committee 
  

MOTIONS- Mary SECOND Jason PASS 
  
Accept Insurance Policy Recommendations: 1) to change employment practices liability from legal de-
fense inside the limits to outside at $53 a year; and 2) to increase our blanket bond to $20,000 at $14 a 
year. 

  
MOTION- Diane SECOND- Jason     PASS 
DISCUSSION- with the recommendation to increase umbrella policy next year 

  
St. John’s  participate once again in the Annandale Chamber of Commerce Chili Cook-off on May 25th 

  
MOTION- Alyssa SECOND- Matt PASS 

 Synod Assembly Voting Members Needed – June 7-8th (Fri. and Sat.) in Redwood Falls Pr. Dave updat-
ed council on the number of people who are able to go.  Pr. Dave, Pr. Alex, Holly Eckholm, and Gabby 
Becker (leading the band) will be down there already.  We can send up to 5 voting members; 2 male and 2 
female and one other; need to know soon for registration.   

  
Ministries Update 
None noted 
Council Reminders:   

 Faith Talk in April: Alyssa 
  

 remember to sign up for offering duties.  Some council members have not been getting the email re-
minder to sign up.   

  
Remember to sign up for offering duties.   
Upcoming Agenda Items 

 add the safety topic to the agenda to give it more thought.   
  
Next Executive Meeting 

 April 9, 2019 at 7:00 pm at St. John’s 
  
Next Council Meeting 

 April 15, 2019 at  7:00pm at St. John’s 
  
Adjournment   Close meeting at 4:29pm 
MOTION Derek SECOND Parker 
Announcements 

 None 
  
Closing/Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                



St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting Agenda 
March 31, 2019 
Start: 3:50 pm End:    4:29pm. 
Present: 
Matt Honsey, Lonnie Baack, Mary Iverson, Diane Barkley, Derek Groth, Steve Miller, Jason Eastling, Parker 
Kulm, Linda Dircks, Patty Behrends, Hope Sykora, Alyssa Domagala, Pastor Alex and Pastor Dave 
Absent: 
none 
Call to order   
Linda called to order at 3:50pm 
Approval of Agenda 

MOTION- Derrick SECOND- Matt PASS 
Secretary’s Report –February Minutes 
MOTION- Derek SECOND- Steve   PASS 
Treasurer’s Report – February 

 General fund has 1,852.15 more in expenses than income during February 2019.  Income tracked 
at less than budgeted amounts and expenses were also less than the budget.  Year to date we have a 
General Fund Deficit of $10, 548.99. We will require more profitable months if we are to fund “Grow 
Even Stronger” Campaign. 

  
 We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587. 

  
 Precious Gifts Preschool balance is positive, and increased during February.   

  
  Weather had a huge impact on attendance and therefore giving.   

  
 Pr. Dave encouraged everyone to enroll in Simply Giving.   

  
 Council members had concern about the deficit and if something needed to be done at this point 
Pr. Dave said that we will look at it at the quarterly time.   

  
 Linda suggested that the executive committee really delve into the March treasurer report. 

  
  Discussion about what we can do moving forward. 

  
MOTION- Diane SECOND- Lonnie PASS 
Executive Committee 

 All staff policies have been reviewed and updated.  They are being updated and edited and should be 
ready for Council approval at April meeting.   

  
Pastor Dave’s Report 

 St. John’s will be moving from Windstream to MIDCO for internet and phone service.  The education 
building and church building will have their own lines. Cost is comparable or less than was previously 
budgeted. 

  
 Continue to work on the application for the Lilly Grant to fund Sabbatical.  The theme of the sabbatical 
will be “Seeing with New Eyes”. 

  
 Pr. Dave outlined his proposed plans for Sabbatical, when it will start and end, and what he has 
planned for the church while he is gone.   

  
 If we do not receive the Lilly Grant, the Sabbatical team and Pr. Dave will put together Plan B.   

  
 Updated the council on how the staff enrichment has been progressing.  So far the process has been 
very helpful have had good conversation to help strengthen the church staff as a team.         

  
Pastor Alex’s Report 

 The BWCA trip has been opened to 6th - 12th graders.   
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In Case of Inclement Weather    
When the weather is questionable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will: 
1)   Put an announcement on our voice mail indicating whether events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether events are 

on or are cancelled, and   
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buffalo 

(1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)-(broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on 
webpage).   

4) Post it on Facebook. 
In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

 
Crow River Conference Women Of The ELCA Spring Gathering 
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019  
Place: Trinity Lutheran, Grove City 
Time: Registration will begin at 8:00am; meal at 8:30am; program will begin at 9:30am.  
Registration: $10, due by April 17.                             Send to: Nan Crary 
                                                                                                           1137 Fairway Ave. N 
                                                                                                           Hutchinson, MN 55350 
Make checks payable to WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
Offerings: 1/2 to SWMN Synod; 1/2 to CARE (Community Answers for Reaching the Elderly) 
In-Kind Offering: LWR School Kits—Please see the church office for a list of supplies needed.  
 
 
 

 
SYNOD Convention 
Friday & Saturday, May 3 & 4, 2019 at First Lutheran Church in Marshall, MN 
LINK TO “THE COMMUNICATOR” is available on the MN Women of the ELCA website. 
 
 

 
Annandale Christian Women’s Club—Annual Guest Night 
HOW DO YOU LIKE YOUR BBQ RIBS? 
Thursday Evening, APRIL 11, 2019 here at St. John’s Church—Cost $14 
6:30pm Punch; 7:00 Dinner & Program 
Special Feature:  John & Kristy Bigalk—Award Winning Barbeque Ribs 
Music:  Cullen Curtis, Maple Lake, MN  
Speaker: Beverly & Dennis Swanson, Lincoln, NE “Life is a Journey: Have Map, GPS, Will Travel” 
Registration is due by April 4.  Please watch the church bulletin board for registration forms. 

 
Calling All Women—Septuafest 
Hold on to your hat!  Save the date, Wednesday, June 19 at 10:00am for Septuafest. The program will 
feature The Glad Hatter. Septuafest is a St. John’s tradition honoring women age 70 and up, but all 
women are welcome to attend.  
 
 

JS 

                                                            A Prayer For April            
God of all creation, 

While it’s true that you’ve created a beautiful world for your people, 
I do admit that I was getting just a bit weary 

with the starkness of the winter. 
Thank you for the tiny patch of earth that just reappeared 

in my backyard. 
Thank you for your promise that soon all of creation will burst into life,  

the hills and valleys,  
alive because of the warmth of your sun 

and we, your children,  
alive because of Easter Day. Amen. 



 
 

  
 

 

 

  

 
 

    James Segner 
Julia Segner 

  A: 
V: Esther Hanlon 

 
 

  Peggy Bodell Nathan Klatt 
Emma McGinnis 

  A: 
V: 

 
 

  Debbie 
Schumacher 

Brandon Cooper 
Gavin Wang 

  A: Mike Miller 
V: Mike Miller 

 
 

  Mary Iverson 
Emma McGinnis 

Bryn Fahey 
  A: 

V: 

 
 

    Isabella O’Brien 
Brock Elston 

  A: 
V: 

 
 

  Mary Iverson 
Clara Wall 
Bryn Fahey 

  A: 
V: 

 
 

    Charles Seaberg 
Elise Olson 

  A: 
V: 

 
 

  Peggy Bodell Bryn Fahey 
Brock Elston 

  A: 
V: 

           

 

Ushers 
 

8:15 Service 
Val, Makena, & Al Gunderson 

 

10:30 Service 
Bill, Janelle, & Austin Berry 

Drew & Donna Jacobson 
 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Krista  
Grossinger 

 
Donna  

Jacobson 

 

WELCA Circles: 
 
 

Ruth Circle:  
 Monday, April 8, 2:00pm 
 Hostess: Mary Iverson 
Rachel Circle:   
 Wednesday, April 10, 9:30am 

Hostess: Phyllis 
Bible Study Leader: Ruth 

Sarah Circle:    
Tuesday, April 16, 7:00pm 
Hostess: Karen 
Bible Study Leader: Mary Holmgren 

 
  
   

Graduation Sunday 
We will be recognizing our senior high graduates on Sunday, May 19 at our 10:30am service. We 
hope that you will join us in recognizing our graduating seniors. 

Sunday School 
March 31 will be the start of our Easter rotations. We will have our annual Sunday School Easter 
egg hunt on April 14 at 9:30am. After the egg hunt, we will continue with our normal rotation 
schedule ending at 10:15am. April 28 will be our last day celebration (9:30-10:15am)! 

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together) 
In April, we will continue our series entitled: Faith Out Loud: Talking About What Matters Most                 
This video series offers hope for us tongue-tied Christians to identify the fact that we all have a faith story 
and we all have words for our experience of God.  It’s been exciting to see how the brief video clips have 
sparked memories and stories within those participating in the class.  Every week is a stand-alone topic – so 
if you haven’t participated, or you’ve missed a week or two, don’t worry – you will not feel lost or out of 
place. PLEASE NOTE that due to weather and technical difficulties, we have rearranged our schedule of top-
ics in order not to skip any. 
April 7 -  “A time of suffering in which God made a difference” 
April 14 - No Class—Pancake Breakfast 
April 21 - No Class—Easter Sunday  
April 28 – “A person who made a difference in your faith” 
You are invited to join us each Sunday at 9:30am in the Library – All Are Welcome! 

VBS 2019—ROAR! Life is wild. God is good. 
Be sure to mark your calendars for July 28th - August 1st! We invite you to ROAR with us as we                       
discover how God is good in our wild lives! We have a very fun theme with wonderful songs and                 
activities planned. Registration for volunteers and participants will open in the beginning of May. Just a 
reminder that ALL children are welcome at St. John's VBS, whether they are members or not, due to 
the generosity of our church members. Feel free to invite your friends and/or family to join you in the 
fun! Join our Facebook group called “St. John’s VBS” and be on the lookout for more information in 
the months to come.  

Youth Group 
Youth Group for all 8-12th grade youth. Join us from 7:45-9:00pm each Wednesday in the Youth 
Room. Come for a time of games, discussion, laughter, fun, and food. Friends are always invited. 
Can’t wait to see you all there! 

Upcoming Events/Games 
Do you have any games, events or other happenings that you’d like to see Pastor Alex attend?  Send 
him your sports schedule or the date of your events and he will try to attend. 



CYF Upcoming Events 
(Children, Youth, and Family) 

Ninth Grade Meeting  
All 9th graders and their parents will meet at 7pm on Wednesday, April 24th, to go over the process 
leading up to Confirmation Sunday next fall. This is a very important meeting, and we hope that you 
will make every effort to attend. 

Good Friday Day Camp 
All 3 year olds through 4th graders are invited to join us on Friday, April 19th from 9am-1pm for our 
first ever Good Friday Day Camp. This fun event will be filled with science experiments that connect 
to the Easter story. Children will watch experiments with wacky scientists, and participate in energetic                     
worship, games, and crafts. Our fun day will end with an Easter egg hunt. A light lunch will be                          
provided. Grab a registration form located in the gathering area, or register online at https://goo.gl/
forms/r9jRzgeol05gbD6a2. Contact Emily Combs with any questions, or if you would like to volunteer 
for the event.   

3rd—6th Grade All-Nighter 
Attention all 3rd-6th Grade youth!!! Coming up on May 18, there will be an ALL-NIGHTER at church just 
for YOU! Invite your friends for a night of games, food, bonfire, night games, movies, and unlimited 
roller skating, pizza, pop and laser tag at the Skatin’ Place in St. Cloud. We will meet at church at 
5:30pm and end the All-Nighter at 1:00am, Saturday morning. Cost is $25. Parents, we will need your 
help to make this event happen. Please sign up in the Gathering Area to be an adult leader.                   
Note: Scholarships are available. Contact Pastor Alex. 

Lock-Out 
St. John’s youth will be joining other churches from the area for the fifth annual lock-out on May 3th     
at 6:30pm- May 4 at 6:30am. Stay up all night for a lot of fun including Airmaxx Trampoline Park, 
Skatin’ Place (skating, laser tag, pizza and pop), St. Cloud State's (climbing wall, dance party and open 
gym), and Parkwood 18 (your choice of movies). This event is open to all 5-12th grade youth. Adult 
leaders are needed and attend for free. Cost is $65. Sign up in the Gathering Space by April 28th. 
(Note: Scholarships are available -contact Pastor Alex.) 

Summer BWCA Trip—July 21-27 Note AGE 
Change 
We have opened the trip up to all 6th-12th grade youth and friends are always invited. 
Sign up today for our summer trip. We are heading to the  Boundary Waters  
Canoe area for an amazing week where you will enjoy the beauty and serenity 
of the North Woods, grow deeper in your faith, develop an                                
appreciation of God's natural world, establish meaningful relationships, and 
learn more about yourself. Not only  will you spend time in the Boundary                    
Waters, you will get a chance to go rock climbing, hiking, day trips, campfires, 
berry picking, and so much more. This week will be full of new experiences and 
is guaranteed to be rewarding, exciting, beautiful, enriching, adventurous, and 
refreshing. Sign up today at the Welcome Desk. Space is limited.  Cost: $650  
Fundraising & scholarships are available. 

April 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 

2 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study  
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 

3 
12:30am  
Staff Meeting 
2:00pm 
Sabbatical Team mtg 
5:30pm 
Soup Supper 
6:00pm  
Choir Rehearsal 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 

4 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Improvement Club 
 

1:00pm 
Endowment Team 
Meeting 
 

3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
 

6:00pm 
Worship Band  

5 
 
 
 
1:30pm 
Care Center               
Communion 
 
 
Senior High  
Youth Gathering 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior High  
Youth Gathering 

7 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
11:45am 
Cantata Rehearsal 
12—2:00pm 

8 
 
 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 

9  
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study . 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
6:00pm 
Worship & Music 
 
7:00pm 
Executive  
Committee 

10 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
5:30pm 
Soup Supper 
 

6:00pm  
Choir Rehearsal 
 

7:05pm  
Worship 
 

7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

11   
 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
8:00am—1:30pm 
Annandale Expo 

14   Palm Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
8:30am—12:30pm 
Palm Sunday  
Breakfast 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30am  
Contemporary 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 

16 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 

17 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm  
Cantata Rehearsal 
 

18 Maundy Thursday 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
Board Mtg 
10:00am  
Newsletter Deadline 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
7:00pm  
Worship Service 

19  Good Friday 
 
9:00am  
Good Friday 
Daycamp 
 
12:00pm  
Community Good 
Friday Service at  
St. Ignatius  
 
7:00pm  
“Stations Of The 

20 
 
 

21 Easter Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

22 
 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 
 
 

23 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
5:00pm  
Property Meeting 

24 Administrative 
     Professionals Day 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
6:00pm  
Cantata Rehearsal 
7:05pm  
Worship 
 

   Food For Kidz 
 

7:00pm  
9th Graders &               
Parents Meeting 

25 
 
1:00pm 
Writing Group 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 
 

26 27 
9:00pm 
Cemetery                          
Committee Meeting 
 
Gustavus Faith           
Conference 

28 Endowment  
     Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
11:45am 
Cantata Rehearsal 

29 
 

30 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 

    

https://goo.gl/forms/r9jRzgeol05gbD6a2
https://goo.gl/forms/r9jRzgeol05gbD6a2

