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Ever wondered what a Congregational Council does? 
How do these folks get elected, and who are they?   

The Council for our congregation is nominated by a committee, 
formed from members of our congregation, and voted in at our 
Annual Meeting every January. They are appointed by us, as a 
community, to discern—through prayer and deliberation—what is 
best for us. They are entrusted with confidentiality, and are often 
charged with making financial, spiritual, and logistical decisions 
with a servants heart. They assist our pastors in cultivating a 
community of support and fellowship for the congregation, and 
are the leading voices and presence in our church, our 
community, our synod, and the world. 
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Without further ado...meet our 2023 Congregational Council! 
Jim Marsh: Council President: Jim is serving his second term on 
the St. John’s Council, this time around as President. His term 
concludes in January of 2024. The Marsh family have been members 
since 2016. 
On his favorite part of being part of our congregational community, Jim 
says: 

“I really appreciate the welcoming atmosphere at St. John’s. That’s 
what brought us here. We’ve enjoyed making connections and 
friendships through our membership. I look forward to seeing what 
the future brings for St. John’s.  
In my spare time I am interested in classic cars and am pleased to 
have brought the Heart of the Lakes Cruise-In to Annandale. My wife 
and I have loved immersing ourselves in the community by moving 
into tow in in 2018 and opening our store—Vintage Patina—in 2020. 
Our two boys—Jamison and Damian—attend Annandale schools with the older doing Post-Secondary 
Education Opportunity at St. Cloud Tech. They certainly keep us on our toes!” 

Jason Eastling: Vice President:  Jason is serving his third term on 
the Congregational Council. He and his wife, Laura, started their 
journey as members of St. John’s in 2012 and have since welcomed 
three sons: Henley (10), Gradyn (9), and Rowan (5).  
An interesting fact about Jason:  
Have you seen our beautiful meditation garden? Jason is the talented 
individual that created the sculpture that serves as the centerpiece of 
that garden! Thanks Jason! 
Hope Sykora: Secretary Hope has 
held the office of Secretary for all three 
terms that she has served on Council. 
2024 will be the final year that Hope 
will be eligible to serve. Hope and her 
family joined St. John’s in July of 1999. 

When asked about why she loves St. John’s, Hope says: 
“I love that St. John’s is a place where our family feels comfortable 
and is a loving and supportive faith community. I especially love that 
we embrace youth and engage them in every aspect of the church 
community, and make them feel that are loved by God—and so many 
more!” 

Linda Dircks: Linda is serving her 
third term on the Council, and she has held the office of President—for 
three years in a row (2018-20)! Linda and her family joined St. John’s in 
1996. 
Linda shared that, “...we enjoy being part of St. John’s family. We have 
a true sense of belonging and believe that there are many opportunities 
to grow in your faith journey. We enjoy being involved when we have 
time and talent to offer.” 
Something you may not know about Linda: she was baptized, 
confirmed and married here at St. John’s! Later, she rejoined with her 
husband and three children in 1996! 
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Patty Fasching: Patty is on her second round through Council, 
and this is her second year—this term wraps up in January of 2024. 
Patty became part of this community in 2017, and she jumped in with 
both feet! When asked what her favorite part of being a member is, she 
says: 

“We have formed so many friendships through St. John’s. We enjoy 
sharing conversations of families, beliefs, common interests, and 
concerns.” 

Other things you should know about Patty: she loves all the roles she 
plays in life, including wife, mother, grandma, sister, aunt, and friend. 
She enjoys baking, knitting, crocheting, reading, fishing, kayaking, 
music, her cat...and as you can probably tell—staying busy! 

Carter Diers:  Carter is in the final 
year of his second term on the Council. 
During his time, he has served as both President and Vice President. 
Carter, his wife, and his son Ben (now aged 12) joined St. John’s in 
2012. The following year, they welcomed Madeline into the family, and 
she is now nine years old! Ben and Maddie can be seen in the Tech 
Booth from time to time, and are involved in many of the children’s 
programs that St. John’s has to offer.  
Ken Schumacher: Ken truly has a 
servants heart. Not only is he serving 
his second term on the Council, but he 
has held the offices of President and 
Vice President. In addition, Ken was 
one of the founding members of the 

valet service and is involved in many other ministries of St. John’s—
right beside his wife, Deb—whom he will be celebrating 50 years of 
marriage with this September.  

Nathan Woodford: Nathan has a 
passion for promoting the children’s 
ministries, and does so much to 
support those initiatives. Nathan is 
serving his second term on the Council, 
but he has also been involved with the Chili Cook-Off, has prepared the 
food for our Confirmation Banquet for several years, and has 
volunteered with VBS. He, his wife Erin, and their eldest daughter 
joined us in September of 2016, and 
have since added two more daughters 
to their family. 
Molly Merrill: Molly is serving her 
first year of her first term on Council, 
however, she has already been serving 

the congregation in leadership for a few years! Molly is the Treasurer of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church: she is the checks and balances for all of 
the church finances. 
Molly has been a member of St. John’s for her entire life—since 1986! 
Molly was baptized, confirmed and married here at St. John’s! 
When asked why St. John’s is the place for her and her family, she 
simply says, “It feels like family!” 

Congregational Council continued on page 7... 
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...Congregational Council continued from page 3. 

Jeremy Romness: No doubt you have seen Jeremy and his family 
around church: his daughter works in the nursery and plays music 
during worship, his wife plays piano and was involved with the artistic 
side of things during VBS this past summer, and one of his sons is 
often seen in the Tech Booth. Jeremy is serving his first term on the 
Council, and is in his first year. He and his family have been part of the 
congregation since 2019. 
Jeremy says: 

“My favorite part of being part of this community is the people and 
how my family and I are accepted as we are, and we don’t need to be 
a preconceived notion of what’s acceptable. That, and along with a 
sense of real concern for us from a large number of members of the 
church. It’s what a church community should be.” 

Jeremy and his wife, Nancy, have been married for 21 years. They have 3 kids: Krystian (19), Mandara 
(16), and Jeremiah (14). He is a teacher and has a passion for sports, music and games. 
Mike Latour: Mike is serving his first term on the Congregational 
Council. He and his wife, Robin, have been part of our church family 
since 2019. When asked about his favorite part of being a member of 
our community here at St. John’s, Mike says: 

“Robin and I both graduated from AHS in 1983. I joined the Army and 
never looked back...well, almost never looked back. I returned in 
1991 to marry Robin at St. John’s, and together we left again for the 
Army. After a 22+ year career in the Army, we returned to roost in 
Annandale. Throughout our time in the Army, we were always a 
member of a church wherever the Army parked us (typically 3-5 
years); we have experienced many places of worship. Returning 
home and joining St. John’s has been refreshing...there have been 
many lost connections, and we have really enjoyed reestablishing 
those lost connections. Being a member of St. John’s has solidified 
our decision to return home  - the environment at St. John’s is 
authentic. This is where we are supposed to be.” 

In case you didn’t know, Mike & Robin shared that when they grow up, they are “wannabe farmers”. We 
are so excited to have you, Mike and Robin!  

Ministry News 
Women of the ELCA 
Here is your WELCA Circle schedule for this month: 

Sarah Circle: Last Tuesday of the month. Next meeting is on April 25th at 2:00pm in the 
Church Library. (Contact Patty Behrends at (612) 710-6133 with questions.)  
Rachel Circle: Third Wednesday of the month: Next Meeting: 9:30am on April 19th at St. 
John’s in the library. Hostess: Arlene Albrecht; Study Leader: Shirley Diskerud (Contact Mary 
Gunnerson at (320) 274-5251 with questions.) 

Hands for Hope 
 Prayer Shawls: Do you knit or crochet? You are needed! We have yarn and patterns 

available. Would you like to learn how to make prayer shawls? Instructors are available! Call the 
church office and leave your name and the best phone number to contact you. Also: Do you 
have yarn taking up precious closet space? We accept donations! 

 Quilts: Quilters are not meeting at this time. If anyone has interest in organizing this 
important ministry team, call the church office. There is plenty of fabric available! 

 Walker Bags: Cloth bags that attach to walkers have been requested by Annandale Care 
Center. Instructions and fabric are available. Completed bags can be left at the church office! 
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Your Gifts at Work 
And from us...thank you for all that you do to support this community and ministries worldwide! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church December Council Meeting 
Date: March 20th, 2023 Start: 6:03pm  End: 7:44pm  
Present: Jim Marsh, Jason Eastling, Hope Sykora,  Linda Dircks, Patty Fasching, Jeremy 
Romness, Mike Latour, Ken Schumacher, Pastor Todd Nelsen, and Pastor Alex Becker. 
Absent: Nathan Woodford, Molly Merrill, Carter Diers  

 Call to Order: Jim Marsh called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. 

 Scripture and Prayer: Pastor Alex 

 Consent Agenda:  
1. Approval of Agenda 
2. Secretary’s Report—December, January and February Minutes 
3. Pastor Alex’s Report 
4. Pastor Todd’s Report 
 Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. M/S/P Linda Dircks, Pastor Todd, pass 

unanimously. 

 Discussion Agenda:  
1. Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Pastor Alex 
 Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. M/S/P Linda Dircks, Pastor Todd, pass 

unanimously. 
2. Master Site Plan Update 
3. Karolyn Boucher’s Idea: Looking for someone to touch base with her. 
4. Property Team Updates: 

a. White House Update 
b. The parking lot is scheduled to have cracks sealed in May, 2023. 

5. Executive Committee: The moving allowance was approved at the Executive Committee 
meeting for Pastor Todd Nelsen.   

6. Strategic Plan 
a.  Review Last Steps 
b. Short Term: Grace Centered Worship 
c. Medium Term: Fostering Relationships 
d. Long Term: Engaging Youth, Fostering Relationships 

7. April Council Meeting: Council meets with Vanman Architects & Builders, Inc. 
8. Upcoming Agenda Items: April 23rd, 2023, Pat Nelsen will be installed as the Minister of 

Worship & Music at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

 Adjournment: Jim Marsh adjourned the meeting at 7:44pm.  

  February 2023 

  Monthly Income  Monthly Expenses  Balance 

General Fund  $ 40,252.74  $ 44,832.72  $ 4,147.30 

2022 Monthly Average  34,089.56  39,492.73   

Property Caretaker Fund  2,544.12  11.58    93,479.72 

Generation to Generation Fund  50.00    8,637.36 

 March 
Matamba Missions $385.00 
ELCA Lutheran World Relief 110.00 

Joyful Jar: Youth Activity Fees 497.96 

ELCA World Hunger Relief 110.00 
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Note: Crock Pot Conundrum 
If you made soup for the Lenten Soup Supper on Wednesday, March 22nd, please check your crock pot 
insert. The crock pot insert that Pastor Todd received after that Soup Supper does not properly fit his 
crock put! Give us a call in the office if you have it, and we can arrange an exchange! 
Prayer Shawls 
If you, or someone you know could use a physical and tangible expression of God’s presence and love, 
we want you to know that prayer shawls are available. Please contact the church office to reserve on or 
more, and you can either arrange to pick them up at the church, or if needed, there are folks who will 
deliver them to you. 
Pastoral Visits 
Please contact us if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be hospitalized. 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate 
this Prayer Ministry, please contact the church office. Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of 
another person, as a matter of privacy and confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission 
before we can activate the Prayer Ministry and pray for them by name. Please know that our Prayer 
Ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants. If you would like to be included, contact the church 
office. 
Condolences 
Family & friends of Elma Peterson. 
Gloria Warner, and the family and friends of Dave Warner, after his passing. 
Healing for Members of St. John’s 
Sally Mozingo, for healing after a fall. 
Nancy Romness, for recovery from back surgery. 
Jim Noland, for healing after a fall. 
Shirley Figge, for healing and strength following surgery. 
Beryl Geisinger, for healing and strength.  
Luverne Anderson, for healing and strength as he receives treatments.  
Gary Geisinger, for healing.  
Healing for Friends & Family of St. John’s 
Amber Johnson, friend of Kristen Condon, for strength, healing and comfort. 
Shelly Harold, family of Mary Iverson who was recently diagnosed with diagnosed with Leukemia, for 

strength, healing and comfort. 
Adam, nephew of Dan & Patty Fasching, for healing. 
Assisted Living and Care Center Facilities 
Delores McPadden—Elk River Care Center  
Willard Leinonen—Havenwood in Buffalo 
Lorenchia Scott—Big Lake Assisted Living  
Ruth Gruys—Centennial Villa 
Support 
Alex Sykora—son of Hope & Todd Sykora—Okinawa, Japan—U.S. Marines 
Alex Steffen—son of Lori Steffen 
Dasan Hood Beckman—son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 
Jessica Forness—Joint Base Goose Creek, SC—U.S. Navy 
Alec Swanson—Grandson of John & Diane Swanson—Charleston, SC—U.S. Air Force 
Seth & Samantha Swanson—Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson—Norfolk—U.S. Navy 
Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor—daughter and son-in-law of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm—

USAFA—Colorado Springs, CO—U.S. Air Force  
McKenna & Jake Ekholm Malloy—daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm—Royal Air Force Base—Becks 

Row, England  



 

 

St. John’s Staff 

Rev. Alex Becker, Lead Pastor 
 abecker@stjohns-annandale.org 

Rev. Todd Nelsen, Pastor 
 tnelsen@stjohns-annandale.org 

Aleah Edwards, Director of Administration and Finance 
 aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org 

Emily Combs, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org 

Kristin Condon, Admin. Assistant and Volunteer Coordinator 
 kcondon@stjohns-annandale.org 

Pat Nelsen, Minister of Worship and Music 

Becky Unger, Pianist 

George Gravdal, Custodian 

Join us online for Livestreamed service on 

our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale 

8:15am Traditional 

10:30am Contemporary 

331 Harrison St. S 
Annandale, MN 55302 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Phone: (320) 274-8827 
Office Fax: (320) 274-7283 
 
Email: info@stjohns-annandale.orrg 
Website: www.stjohns-annandale.org 

 

 


