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Easter Services on April 1 at 8:15am and 10:30am!
From Pastor Dave…

means a gift of $20 would provide over
133 meals, a gift of $50 would provide
over 333 meals, a gift of $100 would
“Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!”
provide over 566 meals, and a gift of
On Sunday, April 1, we will gather to
celebrate the Festival of Easter, the very $1,000 would provide over 5,666 meals.
Consider also becoming involved in
heart and foundation of our Christian
faith. We worship and follow a crucified helping out with the actual foodpackaging. It’s great way to help address
and risen Jesus. Our celebration of
hunger in our world and an opportunity to
Easter will continue throughout the
meet and work with our amazing youth.
Easter season – for 50 days – until we
celebrate Pentecost Sunday on May 20.
Bonnie’s Retirement
But really, we celebrate Easter every
Bonnie’s last day as our Financial
Sunday because we are Easter people.
Administrator was March 15. She
We worship each week on the day of
jumped on a plane that night and joined
Jesus’ resurrection. Every time we
her husband Mike in Arizona for the
gather for worship, we do so believing
remainder of the month. We want to
that the living Jesus is with us, that he
recognize her for her 30-plus years of
meets us in Word and Sacrament, and
service to St. John’s and wish her well as
that he sends us out to join him in the
she moves into retirement and she and
work of making the dream of God a
experience new possibilities and
reality in this world. Yes, we are Easter Mike
discover
opportunities in this chapter of
people! We live in hope, we live in the
their
life
together. We will be
promise of resurrection, we live in the
recognizing
Bonnie at our services on
reality that God, in Christ, is always
Sunday, April 8. I hope that you will
making things new in our lives and in
our world. I invite you to come and join make every effort to join us.
the celebration.
What does Bonnie’s Retirement mean

Easter
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On Monday, March 26, at 12:10am our
first grandson, Connor Garrett Monson,
was born! He weighed 7lbs, 6oz, and
was 20 1/2 inches long. Mom, dad and
baby and doing very well. As so many
of you have told me, it’s an incredible
experience to hold your own grandson in
your arms. We are so excited about this
new addition to our family. Please keep
Kayla and Garrett in your prayers as they
welcome Connor into their lives and into
their home!

Food for Kidz Special Offering

Once again this year we are asking you
to consider a special offering to support
our Food for Kidz food packaging event
on Wednesday, April 18. While our
D-Way youth have been bringing
offerings each Wednesday, what we
have on hand is not nearly enough to
cover the cost of the food that we will
be packaging that day. This has been a
great ministry event for our youth and
congregation, and it’s a way to make a
difference in God’s world by providing
nutritious food to people in need in our
own country and around the world.
Please consider a special gift above and
beyond your normal giving and place it
in the enclosed envelope. Each meal
costs approximately 15 cents. That

for Chrystal?

Chrystal Rasmussen’s job title will now
change to Office Administrator, and a few
more items will now become part of her
job description. As a result, she will be
receiving an increase in salary to
compensate her for her added duties and
for the good work that she has done and
continues to do. In addition to Chrystal’s
position, we have hired Aleah Edwards
for a 30 hour a week position. Aleah will
serve as our Financial Administrator, as
well as assisting with other administrative
work. We are excited to welcome Aleah
to our St. John’s staff.

What’s Intinction?

Intinction is an ancient method of
communing where you receive the bread
and then dip the bread into the wine or
grape juice before consuming it. During
the season of Easter, we will offer Holy
Communion each Sunday except April 15
because of the Cantata. On April 29 and
May 20 we will be using our new
intinction chalices and communing by the
intinction method. This method takes far
less time to set up and clean up, so it will
be a help to our faithful Altar Guild. We
will offer additional instructions on those
Sundays, and we are happy to have this as
another option when it comes to sharing
the Sacrament.
Continued...
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Healing Prayers

We will once again offer Healing Prayers as part of our morning worship services on Sunday,
April 29. Prayer shawls will be on display and available for sharing.

Coffee and Conversation

In April I will again be hanging out every Thursday except April 12 from 3-4:30pm at
Mc Donald’s here in town unless a funeral or some other kind of emergency arises. I hope that
you will stop by and visit about something at church, what God is up to in your life, or anything
at all. I’ll have something with me to do so I won’t be wasting time, but I hope that people will
stop by for a visit.

Earth Day

This year Earth Day falls on Sunday, April 22. It serves as a good reminder to us that the earth
is the Lord’s, and we are called to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to us – not only
for our sake, but for the sake of generations yet to come.

SW MN Synod Assembly

This year’s Southwest Minnesota Synod Assembly will be held June 8 and 9 at Redwood Falls,
MN. The past few years we have been lacking representation from St. John’s. Last year it was
only Diane and I attending. I hope that we can change that and have a full contingent of voting
members from St. John’s. Representation must be 50% male and 50% female. The Assembly is
a great opportunity to learn about our larger church and the exciting things God is up to in our
Church and in our world, and to be inspired as we worship, are engaged in learning, and grow
deeper in faith through the study of God’s word and the sharing of stories. Please contact me or
the church office if you are interested in serving as a voting member or if you have any questions
about the Assembly.

Good News Monthly
St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting

In Need of Prayer?

People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy and in times of need. To
activate this prayer ministry, please contact the church office. Only the information you choose
to share will be passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are
calling on behalf of another person, in order to respect the right to privacy and for the sake of
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer
ministry and pray for them by name. Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS
open to additional participants. If you would like to be included in either the Prayer Chain
where you would receive a telephone contact or the email prayer group, please contact the
church office.

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center

Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be April 6 at 1:30pm. While this
worship service is intended for all St. John’s members who are residents at the Care
Center and Centennial Villa Apartments, it is open to all residents, family and friends.

Pastoral Visits
Please call the church office to let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if
you are going to be hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at
home.
Sunday Scripture Readings

April 1 ~ John 20:1-18
April 8 ~ John 20:19-31
April 15 ~ Acts 9:1-19
April 22 ~ Acts 16:16-34
April 29 ~ Acts 17:16-31
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Date: 3/26/18 Start: 7:00p.m. End: 9:00p.m.

Present: Pastor Dave Nelson, Pastor Alex Becker, Bill Berry, Steve Miller, Peggy Bodell, Lonnie Baack Matt Honsey,
Diane Barkley, Linda Dircks, Makena Gunderson, Jason Eastling Absent: David Burd, Derek Groth, Mary Iverson

Topic

Faith Talk:

Scripture &
Prayer
Approval of
Agenda
Secretary’s
Report
Treasurer’s
Report
Executive
Committee
Actions
Deep
Conversation

Gustavus Faith Conference

As part of their annual Gustavus Association of Congregations Day, Gustavus will once again be
offering a Faith Conference on Saturday, April 21. The theme of this year’s conference is
“Doubt and Difference: Finding Faith Through Authentic Engagement.” Dr. Jacqueline Bussie,
Professor of Religion and Director of Forum on Faith and Life, Concordia College (Moorhead)
and Dr. Munib Younan, Bishop Emeritus of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the
Holy Land, will be the featured presenters. If you are interested in participating or would like
more information, please contact me or the church office. Registrations are due by April 6.
In Christ,
Pastor Dave

Page 7

Discussion
Peggy Bodell
Pastor Dave

Action
N/A
N/A
M/S/P

Peggy/Steve

M/S/P

Bill/Lonnie

M/S/P

Diane/Lonnie

The Financial Administrator position has been offered to Aleah Edwards and she
has accepted.

N/A

“What’s At Stake?”

Pastor Dave’s
Report

*Safe Guard Security, Inc. is in the process of installing a new intrusion system in
both buildings.
*Continued conversation with Mt. Hermon. Dates to be determined.
*Annual Conference gathering was held on Sunday, February 25. Mark Nelson
was elected to be a voting member for the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.
*A proposal from 10 to 6 conferences for the SW Synod is being discussed.
*Love, Inc. operates a thrift store in Maple Lake. They are open Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday from 10am-5pm.

N/A

Pastor Alex’s
Report

*Graduation Sunday is April 29.
*Lock-In for grades 3-6—May 18.
*Lock-Out for grades 5-12 from May 11 at 6:30pm to May 12 at 6:30am
*Food For Kidz—April 18.
*Final D-Way night April 25.
*Outreach Ministry has been restructured into 2 groups—Outreach & Hospitality.
*Continued need for volunteers to run slides and sound for Worship.

N/A

Old
Business

Cal Froelich has agreed to make Chili for the Annandale Chili Cook Off May 26.

N/A

New
Business

Motion: Extend the meeting by 30 minutes.

Ministry
Updates
Council
Reminders

None

Mark Your
Calendar

Faith Talk in April - Matt Honsey
Offering Duties - SIGN UP, PLEASE!!!
Food For Kidz - Wednesday, April 18.
Farewell for Bonnie Schmidt - Sunday, April 8.
Annandale Expo - April 14.

Upcoming Agenda Items

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn at 9:00p.m.

Announcements

Pastor Dave

& Prayer

M/S/P
Diane/Peggy

M/S/P
Bill/Lonnie

N/A
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Treasurer’s
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Report
General Fund
(1)

Building Fund
(2)

Monthly Income

Monthly Expense

February
2018

$31,531.61

$35,934.14

Monthly
Average
2017

$38,025.61

$36,443.94

$8,208.17

Precious Gifts
Preschool
(3)
Notes:

$1,964.50

Good News Monthly
General
Fund Balance

$62,561.70

Monthly Mortgage

Building Balance

PG Expense

PG Balance

$1,596.06

$9,190.06

$9,587.00

$27,761.67

1.

The General Fund Balance had $4,402.53 more in expenses than income during February, ,2018.
Year-to-date 2018, we have had income in excess of expense of $8,498.00

2.
3.

We maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00.
Precious Gifts Preschool balance is positive, and grew during February 2018.

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.
THANK YOU!

Crow River Spring Gathering

Hey there, I’m talking to all women! The Crow River Spring Gathering is Saturday, April 28 at 1st Lutheran Church in Litchfield. Speaker Pastor Julie Ryan is going to gather us in.
$10.00 due by April 16 and can be put in the box outside the Church Office.
Registration is from 8-8:30am and Brunch will begin at 8:30am. Still talking…
It is very important to say thank you to this congregation and friends that have so generously donated to
personal care kits, sewing kits, and layette kits for people all over the world. My 4 year term as President
of the Crow River ends in April. I hope you will continue to be so generous under the new President’s
term. God is so good! With Love and Respect, Mary R. Iverson

New In The Library

We have 3 new books in our library: The Next Place by Warren Hanson, The Goodbye Book by
Todd Parr, and When Dinosaurs Die by Laurie Brown. These books are in the children’s section and
are appropriate for pre-school through elementary grades to help kids deal with the loss of a loved one. They
are given by Paul and Mary Iverson in loving memory of their daughter, Michelle.

Precious Gifts Preschool Registration

We are now taking applications for Precious Gifts for the fall of 2018. The first 10 registrations
received will be put in to a drawing for a tuition discount. We are a preschool that prepares kids
for the future!

Butter Braids

Butter Braids are in. Look for your name on a bag located in the freezers in the Fellowship Hall. Thank
you to all of our St. John’s members and friends. Your support of Precious Gifts is greatly appreciated.

Life Groups

Life Groups kicked off during the first week of Lent and will continue through Easter. We have
eight different groups that have been meeting with over 55 people participating. We are hopeful
that these times of gathering together have sparked great relationships, discussion and faith
formation. Some of the current groups include: a Book Group, a Young Moms Group, a
Grandmas at Spilled Grain, a Guys and Brews, a Dinner Group, and more. Look for more
opportunities for Life Groups starting this fall.

In Case Of Inclement Weather

When the weather is questionable and we have something scheduled at church, we will:
1) Put an announcement on our voicemail indicating whether events are still on or are canceled.
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether
events are on or canceled.
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations: KRWC
Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5 FM) - (broadcast on webpage), and WCCO
(830AM) (broadcast on webpage.)
4) Post it on Facebook.
5) If school is canceled, events at church will also be canceled.
In all cases, please make wise and safe choices.

Good News Monthly
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Annandale Expo

St. John’s will once again have a booth at this year’s Annandale Expo. We will be offering FREE
POPCORN! We are looking for the following people to help:
1) Individuals who would be willing to pop corn the day before the Expo to give us a head start.
Last year we over-heated our popper.
2) Someone who would be willing to transport the popper and stand to the high school the
evening before the Expo.
3) Volunteers to hand out the popcorn at the Expo—a great opportunity for families to serve
together and to be a welcoming presence on behalf of the St. John’s community.

Mark Nelson

At our recent Crow River Conference Gathering, Mark Nelson was elected to serve as a voting
member to the ELCA Assembly in Milwaukee in 2019. Congratulations, Mark!

Gospel Cantata

This year’s Cantata, entitled “That You May Have Life” by Marty Haugen, focuses on the
Gospel of John, the Gospel we have been living in this year in the Narrative Lectionary. The
Cantata will be shared at both of our services on Sunday, April 15. Please share the word and
invite a friend!

This month’s rehearsals are:

Wednesday, April 4 at 7:00pm
Sunday, April 8 at 11:45am
Wednesday, April 11 at 7:00pm
Final Rehearsal: Saturday, April 14 with setup at 1:30pm and rehearsal at 2:30pm

Scheduling Events

If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of
their meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that
we are not double-scheduling our space. Thanks!

Thank you to everyone who delivered for Meals On Wheels in March!
Administrative Professionals Day

Wednesday, April 25, is set aside as Administrative Professionals Day. It’s a day to recognize all
the behind the scenes work that administrative professionals do in the operations of organizations,
businesses, and, yes, even churches! Please make sure that day and every day to say thank you to
those who serve in such vital ways. If you are one of those people, please know that you, your
work, and your ministry, are much appreciated and valued. I hope that you will join us in saying
thank you to Chrystal for all the great work that she does every week, and to Aleah as she begins
to share her gifts as part of our staff. Please let them know that their presence, their work and
their service have been and continue to be greatly

Senior High Recognition
We will be recognizing our Senior High Graduates on Sunday, April 29 at our 10:30am service.
We hope that you will join us in recognizing the following youth: Cort Carlson, Samuel
Fleischacker, Sabrina Gartner, Grace Hagstrom, Alexis Kemp, Elizabeth Kemp, Ayden Lesnau,
Jay Lewison, Gabrielle Lindquist, Katie Merchant, Abby Mikel, Olivia Munson, Nicole Nelson,
Matthew Nolan, Kayleigh O’Brien, Trenton Peterson, Tyler Reid, Bree Seagraves, Zachary
Sykora, Claire Tikkanen, & Walker Weege.
Congratulations
~ To Walker Weege for taking third place at the State Wrestling Meet
~ To Brianna O’Brien for taking 19th at State on the Balance Beam
~ To Coach Skip Dolan and the Annandale Boys Basketball Team for another successful season, as
well as Coach Jay Klein and the Kimball Boys Basketball Team for their successful season, and
also to Coach Matt Reimer, St. Cloud State Mens Basketball, for a successful season and for taking
his team to the NCAA Division 2 semifinals
~To the Middle School youth who did a GREAT job on their school play
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Worship

Do you play an instrument—piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA? We would love to
have you join the contemporary worship team. If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on
Sunday.

Good News Monthly
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First Communion

Sound and Slides

We welcome our young members Emily Bianchi (Derrick & Amy), Aidan Haag (Kayla &
Dustin), Ruby Uecker (Mitch & Kim), Eli & Natalie Ramler (Heather) Brooke Niedzielski
(Charles & Jennifer), Tucker Egerer (Jon & Cassie), Natalie & Griffin Wilcox (Josh &
Kelli), Ellie Becker (Alex & Gabbie) as they receive their First Communion. May we lift
them up at this joyous milestone.

Technology Training

The Property Team requests your assistance as we spruce things up – both inside and out – on
Saturday, April 28 at 8:00am. There will be things to do for everyone who shows up!

We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship. If you have an interest
or know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know. No experience is
required; we will teach people how to do both.

We will be offering a brief training for adults or youth who currently serve or would like to
learn how to run the sound or projection on Sunday mornings. Training will be offered
following each service on Sunday, April 22. Gather at the tech booth immediately after
worship for a brief orientation and a chance to ask questions.

Check out the online devotional on our website “d365” at stjohns-annandale.org
WOW—I’m retired!

30 years at St. John’s — what a delightful time it has been. It all started when my family was living
in Annandale and our oldest son Nate said one day as he came home from school, “Mom, why do I
have to come home to you when everybody else gets to go to daycare?!” So that was the beginning.
St. John’s had an opening for a part-time position. Luckily, Mary Iverson had a childcare opening for
our 3 year old Tyler. Things fell into place. The rest is history! Eleven pastors later (can you name
them?!) and many other staff which have become life-long friends, but it’s time for me to join my
husband Mike in retirement. (Right now I am writing this from Arizona with other travels in the
planning!) God’s blessing to you all and you will certainly be in my thoughts! ~ Bonnie Schmidt

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve

May 7, 2018, marks the first year anniversary for our capital campaign, Invest in the Kingdom:
Gathered in Christ...Scattered to Serve. Please watch for details about the Celebration Sunday and
one year recap.

Many Thanks
~ To all who provided food and helped served the Janet (Gunnerson) Nelson funeral meal.
~ To all who agreed to speak at our Midweek Lenten Services: Parker Kulm, Gabbie
Becker, Sue Hadler, Ken Schumacher, and Nathan Woodford.
~ To those who represented St. John’s at our Crow River Conference Gathering: Pastor
Alex and Mark Nelson.
~ To the Youth Gathering youth, families, and congregational members who provided the
soups for our Lenten Soup Suppers and all who came to participate and support our
youth!
~ To those who helped with our Palm/Passion Sunday service: Myron Morris, LaDonna
Howell, Marilyn Hallstrom, Emma Jarvis, Michelle Wang, Greyson Wang, and Gavin
Wang.
~ To Maria and Lloyd Johnson for working with the 9th graders to lead in the Good Friday
Stations of the Cross service, and to all the youth that participated.
~ To Bonnie Schmidt for 30-plus years of faithful service to St. John’s. We wish you a
wonderful retirement!
~ To Linda Dircks and Diane Barkley for partnering with Pastor Dave in interviewing
candidates for the Financial Administrator position.
~ To the membrs of the Altar Guild for assisting with the Maundy Thursday Stripping
of the Altar.”
~ To all the youth and parents, and everyone else who assisted with the Palm Sunday
breakfast, and to all who participated and supported our youth in raising funds for their

St. John’s Spring Clean Up Day
Lawn Mowing

We are looking for a couple more people to help out with the lawn mowing here at St. John’s.
If you are interested, please call or email the church office.

55+ April 17—More details to come!

Endowment Committee News
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are several options available
to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community
Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to
explain them to you.
Please know that all gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our
mission and outreach as a congregation. We are sincerely grateful for every gift given to the St.
John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in
honor of someone. Such gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our
congregation! Please remember that a gift given to the Endowment is a gift that keeps on giving.

Coming up...
~ April 1—Easter Sunday
~ April 12—Holocaust Remembrance Day
~ April 14—St. John’s at the Annandale EXPO
~ April 15—Choir Cantata Sunday
~ April 18—Food For Kidz Food Packaging
~ April 21—Gustavus Adolphus Association of Congregations Faith Conference
~ April 22—Earth Day
~ April 25—Administrative Professionals Day
~ April 25—Final D-Way until Fall
~ April 25—Meeting for all 9th Graders and Parents re: Confirmation
~ May 10—Ascension Day
~ May 20—Pentecost/Celebration of Gifts
~ May 26—Chili Cook-Off
~ May 27—Summer Worship Schedule Begins
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