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December 2 

Hope in Vision 

Allison Byerley 

Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:[3b-6], 17-19 

 

The videos of escapes from the inferno around Paradise, CA, went viral on 

social media. They are horrific records of desperate journeys through tunnels of 

fire. Because we are watching the video, we know these people made it out, but 

we feel their fear as embers rain down and the roar of flames overwhelms their 

cries of “Oh, God! Oh, God!” 

I hear echoes of those cries in the opening verse of Habakkuk: “O Lord, how 

long shall I cry to you for help, and you will not listen?”  

Increasing numbers of people conclude that God doesn’t listen, or doesn’t care, or 

isn’t there. The “Nones” and “Dones” are the fastest growing demographic in the 

religious landscape. If we stop with the first verses of Habakkuk, we might join 

them. 

But those are not the prophet’s last words. God promises that there is still a 

vision and God is active in creation to accomplish it. As we begin Advent, we start 

with the despair we feel in a world on fire, literally and metaphorically, and cry 

“How long?” As the Church, we answer that we find hope in the vision of the Lord. 

Hope, one of the key watchwords of the season of Advent. Hope that the worst 

thing is not the last thing, in the words of Adam Hamilton, pastor of Church of the 

Resurrection. 

We stand with Habakkuk and know that we may not see the fig tree blossom or taste the fruit of the 

olive, but we will rejoice in the Lord and proclaim that God is our strength and our salvation. 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Allison Byerley is the Pastor of Mariposa UMC in Mariposa, CA. 
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December 3 

We Are Not Alone 
Andrea Allan 

Jeremiah 15:15-20 

 

 

We are just a few days into the season of Advent and the world around us 

continues to celebrate Christmas. There is merriment and laughter at every turn, 

and yet for some, this season is a reminder of better times. Whether it is the loss 

of a job, a relationship, or the death of a loved one, the joy of others makes the 

pain for some much more poignant.  

Jeremiah was a prophet who had given God every aspect of his life and 

instead of being exalted by those around him for showing them God, he was 

persecuted and insulted. In this passage we have a brief glimpse into a private 

conversation Jeremiah has with God. In this passage we hear how lonely and 

frustrated he was at times. In his passionate words Jeremiah calls out to God 

asking, “Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?” 

(vs 18) 

While this time of year can be difficult for many of us, it might be helpful to 

remember that we are not alone in our pain and grief. People of God long before 

our time have raged in anguish to God, and yet God never left them. While at 

times we may feel lonely and abandoned, today we have the reminder through 

Jeremiah’s pain that no matter how hard we rage at God, God will never abandon 

us. As the words of our scripture remind us today, “for I am with you to save you 

and deliver you, says the Lord.” (vs 20) 

 
Heavenly Creator, when the world around me is too painful to participate, may I always be 

reminded of your strength and love that guides me through to hopeful times ahead. In Christ’s name I 

pray, Amen. 

 

 

Rev. Andrea Allan ministers in a rural charge in Embro, Ontario at Knox United Church of Canada. She 

lives with her family in Stratford Ontario.  
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December 4 

Striving in Exile 

Chad Poland 

Jeremiah 29:4-11 

 

 

Advent is a season of expectation.  We who dwell in darkness wait for the 

light of God to come into the world and make all things new.  One might also use 

the language of exile.  We who dwell in spiritual exile wait for our deliverance and 

restoration.  Yet our waiting is nothing passive. We ought not fall into a state of 

resignation.   

In the scripture lesson for today, God speaks through the prophet Jeremiah 

to those in Babylonian captivity.  Though their deliverance will be delayed some 70 

years, God instructs them to thrive and multiply.  In the case of the Babylonian 

exiles, there is some practicality at work here but I can’t help think that striving in 

the midst of difficulty is also an act of defiance, a testimony to the hope one has in 

God.   

We all go through challenging times, experiences that might lead us to give 

up and give in.  Yet we know that God plans for us are include our welfare. God’s 

plans for us include a future full of hope.  Confident of this we struggle through 

those difficulties and seek out people and resources to help us do so.  We pray, we 

study.  We press on; confident that God remains trustworthy and his word true.  

We won’t always thrive, but we can at least strive.  God promises to come and to 

change everything.  In striving we run out to meet our redeemer.  Making the most 

of every day, even those days when we feel as if we are in exile, is an act of 

defiance that testifies to our hope in God. 

God our deliverer, with expectant hearts we wait for you to transform us, our lives, and our world.  

By the Holy Spirit, which is with us even now, grant us the courage and strength to strive toward our every 

hope, confident that you will one day bring our journey to completion.     
 

Rev. Chad L. Poland serves as Pastor and Teacher at All Souls Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

located in Bangor, Maine. 
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December 5 

“On our way home” 

Mark Boyd   Ezekiel 11:17-20 

In the fall of 1943, WWII was in full swing with Allied forces battling across 

most of the world. The worst of the fighting was yet to come, but the pain of war 

was palpable, then Bing Crosby famously crooned, “I’ll be home for Christmas.” 

Sung from the perspective of someone stationed far from home, absent the safety 

and security it affords.  It was a hit mainly because so many people wanted their 

loved ones home rather than fighting a distant war where death seemed 

imminent. 

A desire to be home is innate and harks back to our tribal mentality.  Penned the 

same year as Crosby’s hit, Abraham Maslow introduced the world to the hierarchy 

of needs. The most basic set, psychological needs, encompasses shelter, food, 

water, and homeostasis; it is home.  Having no home damages our psyche and 

causes discomfort on a multitude of levels.   

Today’s text from Ezekiel is a call to a people displaced from their home & 

land, and separated from God’s covenant, but who now were being beckoned 

back.  The homeless, godless refugees previously cast out of their land would 

return home and would once again be the people of God, blessed to be a blessing, 

with a fleshy heart of mercy, love, and peace.  It is also a call for those of us 

awaiting the Second Advent, Christ’s triumphant return, to do more than simply 

wait.  As Christians we must welcome home the homeless, the refugee, the 

displaced human having the same basic needs we do.  We must show the world 

we are people who welcome others home. 

O Holy and Merciful God, we thank you for your call to our lives as people of a covenant.  We 

thank you for your call to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  Open our eyes that we may see and 

open our hearts that we may love those in our midst who are without home. Alter our minds that we may 

seek agreement rather than disdain for others, and use us to be those who seek shelter for all humanity.  

In the name of the Triune God, amen. 

 

Rev. Mark Boyd is a Minister of Word and Sacrament in PC(USA) 
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December 6 

Prophetic Hope 
Julie Holm 

Ezekiel 34:11-16 

Ezekiel is in exile with his countrymen in Babylon.  After 

all his prophecy, harsh words, prophetic actions, he is 

captured. He is one of those whose cry is so deeply 

expressed in Psalm 133, “There we wept as we remembered Zion.”   A very bleak 

situation. 

Even before the captivity, Ezekiel expressed hope.  His prophetic action of 

buying a vineyard, even as the Babylonians closed in on Jerusalem was meant to 

express the confidence that God had control, and that God would care for the 

Israelites.    

The image of God as the good shepherd occurs again and again in scripture, 

and will be picked up by Jesus.   And this shepherd in Ezekiel cares for the 

scattered and lost sheep of the people, feeding healing, and loving them back into 

relationship.   This shepherd promises justice, which for those who have lost 

everything, from their home to their religious and cultural heritage to even their 

temple, lying in ruins in Jerusalem, seems something that has become totally 

inaccessible.  

We live in a time when many of us see justice as unattainable.  Harsh 

policies, an increase in our division, and expressions of violence and hate echo 

throughout our news sources and our social media.  God as a shepherd who 

guides, feeds, heals, and brings us back into promised peace is something we need 

as deeply as scattered Israel did. 

Good Shepherd, reach us where we are and give us hope, open us to your love, 

grant us peace and joy in this holy season.   Let we us know the promises of your 

flock and your care.   Amen. 

Rev. Julie Holm is the pastor of the Brush Valley Fusion of Faith, three UCC and ELCA churches 

in rural central Pennsylvania.     
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December 7 

Bones and Breath  

Peter Hamm 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

 

If you have not gone through a period where everything seems like death 

and dry bones, just wait a bit, it’s coming. After all, our Savior promised us we’d 

have trouble in this world. Jesus didn’t say we might, he said in this world you will 

have trouble.  

The holiday seasons in our consumeristic culture can make pain worse, losses 

more keenly felt, and for too many, the hope that this time should bring simply 

isn’t there. Faith is the only thing that brings us through, even when there is no 

sign of life or deliverance. 

If you’re anything like me, maybe sometimes you feel like Ezekiel, preaching 

about a hope you’re not sure of to the dry valleys of death within your own soul… 

a message that life is coming. Resurrection is coming. Redemption is coming. It has 

to be so, because the alternative is too horrible. 

While I’m in that valley, I don’t usually see God working. But after hope 

finally arrives, after those dry bones manage to stand up and catch hold of flesh 

and skin and the breath of God, after the difficulties have passed… Then, I see that 

the God who poured out love on the cross with a final breath of “It is 

accomplished” was there the whole time, preparing to revive my dry bones. 

Lord, we know that new life is coming, even when we can’t feel it. We know your spirit is 

coming. We know that joy is coming. Maybe not today or tomorrow, but help us keep our 

spirits open for what you will do. 

 

Peter Hamm is the pastor (and sometimes worship leader) at Grace United Methodist Church in Norwood, OH. 
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December 8 

Preparing Sacred Space 

Tara Wilkins 

Zechariah 1:16-17 

 

Advent begins with the voice of the prophets preparing the way for the One 

who is coming.  Zechariah’s vision proclaims God’s presence in the sacred space of 

Jerusalem.  God reminded the people that Their house would be built out of 

compassion. God held up a vision of comfort and reassurance because the people 

needed the reminder that God was still present.  They needed to know and 

experience God’s ever-present love. In the midst of today’s troubled and unsettled 

world, the need for sacred places that provide sanctuary, hope, joy, love and 

peace is greater than ever before.   

Our world, indeed our country, is full of fear and atrocities.  The world that 

Jesus was born into was also chaotic and uncertain.  People had lost their moral 

compass in the wilderness. Fear and the hunger for power ruled the day.  Violence 

reigned. But God provided another vision, a vision of hope and prosperity and 

peace.  God said there was another way. 

As Advent unfolds, we recognize that the Prince of Peace will soon be reborn 

into our lives on Christmas.  In the meantime, let us prepare for the birth of hope, 

by turning our hearts into sacred spaces of love and peace. 

Holy One, walk with us through Advent as we prepare for the presence of the One whom you 

sent to show us the way.  Help us to prepare our hearts to receive Your love and hope. Amen. 

 

 

 

Rev. Tara Wilkins, pastor at Bridgeport United Church of Christ in Portland, Oregon, and executive 

director of the Community of Welcoming Congregations. 
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December 9 

For Such a Time as This 

Chris Deacon 

Esther 4:1-17 

“For just such a time as this.” This is the verse that most clergy and many 

laypeople think of when they think of Esther.  Esther is the story of Hadassah, a 

young Jewish girl who marries a king.  This puts her in a potential position of 

influence at a time when the Jewish people’s very existence was being threatened.  

She intercedes on their behalf to the king.  She became queen for “such a time as 

this.”   

Understandably, Esther is the hero of the story.  She approached her king, 

though it could mean death.  However, the argument could be made that the hero 

of this passage is Mordecai.  It is Mordecai who recognized the threat to the  

Jewish people.  It is Mordecai who put on sackcloth and ashes.  It is Mordecai who 

approached the palace.  Without Mordecai, Esther would have never been aware 

of the plight of the Jews.   

On the other hand, without Esther, Mordecai had no access to the king.  It 

took them both working together to save God’s people.  Neither could do it by 

themselves.  It is important that remember this.  We cannot do it by ourselves. 

During Advent, we remember that Christ came and we look to the time when 

he will come again.  This isn’t a passive waiting.  We wait, while at the same time 

doing the work of Christ and building up God’s kingdom here on Earth and we do it 

together.  We do it trusting that God has not only put us in “such a time as this”, 

but also with the right people. 

Holy God, we wait patiently for the return of your Son.  As we wait, help us to be the body of 

Christ and do the work of Christ.  Help us to work with one another to further your Kingdom 

here on Earth until the day when Christ comes again.  Amen. 

 

Rev. Chris Deacon is the pastor of the United Parish of Bowie, a joint UCC/PC(USA) congregation in 

Bowie, MD.  He is also the author or “Louder than Words.” 
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December 10 

Celebrate Deliverance 

Sandy Safford  

Esther 9:24-28 

 

This is the story of the very first Jewish Feast of 

Purim, from this day forward this became a custom that the Jews and their 

descendants would observe for two days every year.  This was a time of 

remembering “and these days of Purim should never fail to be celebrated by the 

Jews—nor should the memory of these days die out among their descendants.” 

(Esther 9:28 NIV)   

The Feast of Purim commemorates the deliverance of the Jewish people 

from destruction during the days of God’s people being in captivity by the 

Persians.  The celebration includes reading the Book or scroll of Esther as a 

reminder of their deliverance or being saved by God.  In Advent we are also 

waiting for the deliverance of God’s people through the promise of the Messiah, 

who would save the world.  The two day celebration of Purim includes fasting, 

charity or good deeds are shared and gifts of food are exchanged and a festive 

meal is eaten.   

In this Second week of Advent how might you celebrate or share with others 

your thanksgiving for the coming, the delivering of Jesus Christ the Messiah, God’s 

promise of a Savior to be born to deliver the people of God? 

 

Dear God, help me wait for the coming of the Christ child by giving and sharing with others.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Safford is commissioned as the Lay Pastor of Byers Community Church, a Presbyterian Church 

(USA) in Byers, on the Eastern plains of Colorado. 
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December 11 

My Eyes Shall Behold 

Hoyt Roberson 

Job 19:25-27 

 

“He would have to trust God for that, for he was helpless to do anything 

about it himself…..At the end of oneself was the best place to discover the Lord at 

work.” ― Robin Lee Hatcher, A MaMer of Character 

Job doesn’t understand how he could be in this position - bereft, destroyed, 

miserable. What had he done to deserve this, he wants to know. And yet there is 

no answer, no readily available justification for his condition.  

Job, like Jesus is stuck, but more so. Job hadn’t been born to “set his face” to 

sit in ashes covered with boils. Job was lost. His world wasn’t working the way it 

was supposed to - righteous men didn’t suffer like this. At least they weren’t 

supposed to; yet here is was, without any answers.  

Even so, Job expresses confidence that his Redeemer lives and not only that - 

his Redeemer will come to earth and he will see Him with his own eyes! 

Confidence in the midst of suffering because we know that our God will come and 

we will see Him.  

This Advent, our world and maybe our lives are often unexplainable. Hasn’t 

God promised relief and healing to those who love Him? Why are our existences so 

hard, so confusing, so happy on the surface but so miserable underneath? This 

Advent let us join with Job in confidence that we have believed correctly and that 

our God is coming to rescue, to heal, to set right the evils of this world. Let us 

rejoice that we shall see Him with our own eyes! 

 

 

 

 

Hoyt Roberson is a retired Army officer, a licensed marriage therapist, and pastors Covenant Christian 

Church in Rio Rancho, New Mexico. 
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December 12 

Wants 

Jason Adams 

Job 27:12-28 

 

 What do we really want? This year for Christmas, my kids want very 

specific items. So we’ll so searching and try to find what is on their wish list, and at 

times, it can be like a wild goose chase. So easily we can fall into thinking of the 

holiday season as a time to think of all the things we desire. Whether it is a whole 

stack of books, the newest gadget, or maybe just having the ones we love together 

for a celebration, what we want seems to be a central focus.  

 Mines of silver and gold, the bounty of fields, and the riches of this 

world can be found, one way or another, but wisdom can be harder to come by. 

What can we really know, except our own needs? To have understanding is to 

know the God who creates the earth and all that is in it. The things we are 

searching for are known by the God who created the universe!  Any wisdom we 

might find in this existence then, comes through Christ, who “became for us 

wisdom from God” (1. Cor. 1:30).  

 If we desire wisdom, then, we should look to the cross. If we want to 

know anything, we ought to know Jesus, and in knowing Jesus we would, in faith, 

know the God of mercy, grace, righteousness, and peace, who desires every good 

thing for us. Then and only then, might know what it is to have all we truly need.   

 

God of Wisdom, teach us to know you more this season, and give us your peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jason Adams serves the people of God at Reformation Lutheran Church (ELCA) in downtown Las Vegas, 

Nevada.  
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December 13 

Do you smell what I smell? 

Shawn Reyburn 

Malachi 1:10-11 

 

From out of the midst of the Temple comes the voice of Malachi; an insider, a 

prophet, and a messenger of God, but what does this teach us about Advent, or 

about anything.  In some ways it seems that God is petty or angry and is being the 

petulant child. Unwilling to accept the sacrifice of the people.  It would seem that 

the door in which Jeremiah stands to deliver his sermon is meant to be shut and 

barred as the people are offering weak incense and their second best.  Crimes 

from the past that ended with the death of Abel and the sons of Aaron.  In the 

Psalms we are reminded that God does not desire sacrifice and offerings (40) but a 

willing heart (51). Perhaps during this busy season of anticipation and lists we 

might be reminded that God is interested in the condition of our hearts not the 

decorations in the narthex.  Perhaps the incense being offered in verse 11 are the 

prayers of a faithful remnant, which is waiting in anticipation of a God who keeps 

promises and will return to embrace the faithful Church, the broken pottery of 

God’s people. Here right in the middle of Advent perhaps we should take a few 

minutes and reflect on the condition of our heart, on the sweet smelling or gag 

inspiring aroma that pours out of our studies, our churches, and our hearts.  God 

has asked time and again for us to be ready; to be expectant for the return of the 

King.  Is something burning? 

   Holy God, be with our thoughts today.  Help us as we begin to feel more pressure 

during this holiday season to turn our hearts and minds to you.  Strengthen us like Malachi to 

speak the Word which you have given us and to trust that you have our back.  We pray for 

grace to abound in and through us, as we lift our hearts in praise. Amen. 
 

 

R.Shawn Reyburn is a pastor in the PCUSA. He serves the Columbian congregation in LaFayette, NY just south 

of Syracuse.  
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December 14 

Advent Ashes 

Manda Truchinski 

Malachi 4:1-5 

My state has been on fire for quite some time. It has left us with many places 

that look like the scene prophet Malachi describes. It’s complete destruction. 

Everything is gone. The only thing that is left is scorched earth, covered in layers of 

toxic ash.  

Before, when the climate wasn’t so hot and dry for so long, we could manage 

the fires more easily. We could contain them or direct them to remain in the wild 

places. There, such scorched destruction can look beautiful – a cleansing fire that 

is necessary for the rebirth of the ecosystem.  

But when the fire is in our homes, schools, and churches, we don’t see the 

beauty. We only see loss, pain, and grief. This is the part of God’s promises 

(salvation) that I find most difficult. That we could ever dance with joy on ashes 

like these.     

All my brokenness and cringe-worthy moments are not reasons to celebrate. 

Even more difficult to imagine is dancing with joy at the loss of things I loved – my 

family, my achievements, or my reputation.  

Malachi doesn’t scrimp on telling us how hard it will be to take part in God’s 

economy. He doesn’t pull any punches but he doesn’t lie to us either. The new 

kingdom that is coming will be a difficult change for us. The Christmas promise is 

that God is with us. And there is new life even in the midst of toxic ash. 

 

   Advent is a time to prepare for letting go of the things that hold us back from new life 

in Christ. This Advent, make a list of all the things that keep you from experiencing the way of 

Christ. Then burn it. 

 

Pastor Manda Truchinski is currently serving Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in San Jose, CA, 

a congregation of the ELCA. 
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December 15 

Expectations 

Melissa Guthrie Loy 
Psalm 126 

 

On the eve or the morning of Christmas, many 

congregations will shout, “Joy to the World!” Based on Psalm 

98, that hymn comes to mind here as the 126th psalm echoes, “The Lord has done great 

things for us, and we rejoiced.” 

Hymn writer Isaac Watts thought the Psalms pointed to the New Testament. 

Psalm 126 can point us to the anticipated birth of Christ. With the shouts of joy around 

us and the implied expectations to feel joy during this Advent season, we can claim with 

our Psalmist that, “those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come 

home with shouts of joy.” 

Because of the birth of Christ, we can expect restoration. What a beautiful 

promise found in Christmas. What a beautiful song found in Psalm 126: the Lord did 

restore the fortunes of Zion. We can lean into the words of this Psalm with the 

expectation of restoration, even those of us who sow tears.     

 

God of song, may our expectations be inspired by the Psalmist’s song of joy. As joy 

comes Christmas morning, may we know joy with each new day. May we hold in the light those 

who don’t feel joy for various reasons this Christmas season. May we all, at the end of the day, 

come home with shouts of joy because of the Christ who comes into the world. Amen. 

Are there individuals who could use your prayers or visits as they long for joy in their lives 

this time of year? Make time for or hold space for those who don’t seem to be shouting “joy to 

the world.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Guthrie Loy is the pastor for Salvage Garden and the Director of Congregational Life for First 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), both in Greensboro, NC 
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December 16 

Called to 

Live Out  

Cristine Warring 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

More than any other time of year, it is Advent and Christmas time that we 

hear the phrase “the incarnate Christ.” What if … in 2018, with Christ incarnate 

within us as Christians, this passage in Isaiah was directed at us? What would that 

look like? 

Can it be possible, that we are truly chosen? Not to be favorites and not to 

be above anyone else – but for the purpose of living out the covenant among the 

nations as a light, pointing the way to God? Can we wrap our human heads around 

a divine summoning, a holy grasping, a cosmic creating, and a consecrated 

appointing?  

Our tasks as consecrated ones are not easy. Teaching the way, without crying 

or shouting. Establishing the way across all the earth. Opening senses that cannot 

or will not sense the way. Freeing prisoners from chains and cells and bindings. 

Sounds a lot like Jesus reading the scroll of Isaiah in Luke 4. 

What if … Christmas carries a deeper message than Christ coming to save us? 

For this puts all the work on Jesus and leaves us as voyeurs, rather than 

participants in God’s reconciling and healing work in the world. What if Christ 

came to save us from our sinful ways and for saving humanity? 

Imagine the world today with Christians everywhere gently teaching the 

ways of Jesus. Carefully untying the bonds that hold people prisoner – with no 

bruising and no dimming of the divine light within. Imagine … Christ incarnate, 

within and around us, living out the covenant for the world. 

As we prepare for your birth once more, O Christ, may we choose you in return. May our 

eyes be opened to the spaces between us where you reside. May we together share God’s 

dream of fulfilled covenant with the world. Amen. 

Cristine Warring is the pastor of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - Girard in rural southeast Kansas.  
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December 17 

“Do Not Be Afraid” 

Anne Knighten 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

God’s promised punishment had occurred: Jerusalem 

had been destroyed and the Israelites were in exile. In this 

dismal time, a prophet arose who wrote words of hope that God had not utterly 

rejected God’s people but would be their savior, bringing them out of exile and 

restoring Jerusalem. God continues to uphold God’s portion of the covenant even 

though God’s people have been unfaithful. God promises that from the east and 

the west, from all the places where the Israelites have been scattered, God will 

gather them together. To God, Israel is precious, honored, and loved.  Because 

they are God’s people, God knows them and calls them by name. The assurance 

that God is always there, even during times of crises when hope seems lost, are 

comforting words in a time of chaos and despair.  

Christians can see in this passage the concept of redemption that occurred 

due to Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection. Because of sin, humanity 

deserved destruction and exile from God’s presence. Christ bore our sins and died 

in our place out of love for us, because we have been and continue to be precious, 

honored, and beloved in God’s sight.  We should have no fear, for we know that 

God is with us.  

Listen to “You Are Mine” by David Haas. Hear the words of comfort and promise that 

banish fear, for God loves you and calls you by name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Knighten is a Senior in the MDiv-DL program at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. She lives in Redlands, CA 

with her husband, Scott, and has two adult daughters, Jenn and Celeste. 
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December 18 

"We Are Healed" 

Carrie Benton 

Isaiah 53:1-6 

 

This passage in Isaiah opens in curiosity and wonder - a fitting attitude for 

the season of Advent.  We look around at our world, at our country, at our lives 

and we wonder - what on earth is God up to?  Isaiah gives us some clues.  God is 

up to something unexpected, for sure; something we'll probably not notice, not at 

first; something we might initially react with disgust at, or try to avoid or hide 

from. 

It has to do with wounds - yours, mine, the world's, God's.  "By his wounds 

we are healed."  God's intention toward all of us, this whole created world, is 

goodness, healing and restoration.  Wounds are meant to be healed.  This is what 

God does through Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah reveals that God has always been this way.  In our pain and struggle, 

we often do not expect kindness, mercy or healing love.  Yet, the holy nudge to 

anticipate healing in these moments comes from One who, through woundedness, 

through suffering, heals with great love. 

In this season, Christ invites us to let our wounds co-mingle with Divine 

wounds.  Can we trust that Christ will return to us with the gift of our wounds 

healed?  Will we recognize our connection to so much beyond ourselves?  What 

might it look like to participate in Christ's incarnate healing encounters with the 

wounded realities of the world? 

God of healing, help us to release our pain into your loving arms.  We want to be part of 

what you are doing to heal the world through the wounds of Christ. 

 

 

Carrie Benton is the pastor of the Mountain Lakes Presbyterian Church in the mountains of western 

Montana. 
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December 19 

That’s good! 

Catherine Diane King 

Isaiah 55:1-7 

“Attend to Me and eat what is good; 

        enjoy the richest, most delectable of things.” – Isaiah 55:2b (The Voice) 

This was the first Thanksgiving our daughter was away from home. She’s a 

conservation biologist working with sea turtles in Costa Rica. This year, her team of 

eight, her “family” in Costa Rica made their own tradition and cooked a 

thanksgiving dinner together. Each took a part of the meal and using local foods, 

incorporated family traditions with a Costa Rican twist: chicken, empanadas, 

pineapple stuffing, beans, peppers, potatoes and banana pie.  

She sent us photos of the table and the joy on every face. And it was good! It 

was tov. 

We first meet this Hebrew word tov in Genesis. At the end of each day’s 

work, with each new part of creation, God said good! Light, water, vegetation, sea 

creatures, birds, animals, humans – all tov –all endowed with purpose, sufficient, 

sustainable, just, complete, beautiful… whole. 

Isaiah calls us to return to an ethic of tov: committing ourselves and our 

decisions to what is useful, beneficial and supportable for common well being… 

mindful of the impact of our choices on the whole… incorporating what everyone 

brings to the table… humans partnering with nature. 

Our daughter’s team ate a delicious meal, and even more importantly, they 

are attending to the goodness of the earth as God created it to be.  

Loving God of all that is good and right and true, this Advent season, may we consider what it 

means for each of us to be stewards of tov, living simply, purposefully, relationally and 

hospitably that all may be well. Amen. 

 

Rev. Cathi King is a pastor of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and serves First Presbyterian Church Tecumseh, 

Michigan. 
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December 20 

House of Prayer 

Daphne Grant Urban 

Isaiah 56:3-8a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eunuchs and the foreigners were outsiders in the midst of Israel.  

Eunuchs were shown that the law against them was given in love.  The foreigners 

were treated according to their attitude, not their birth.  Both of these, for the 

eunuchs and the foreigners, show God’s love. And as long as they observe God’s 

Sabbath as the foundation of his covenant, they will all be allowed to join Israel 

and be accepted into God’s kingdom.   

 
Lord, the truth is yours to give and ours to receive.  Open our minds and our hearts to find and 

accept it, especially during this time of advent, as we prepare to celebrate God’s only son’s 

birth.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daphne Urban is a student at Luther Seminary and an ELCA Supply Pastor in Bemidji, Minnesota 
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December 21 

After Darkness, Light 

Sergio Gonzalez 

Isaiah 60:1-5 

With Christmas around the corner, it’s good to remember what this holiday is 

about. Thankfully, today’s text is a good reminder of the “reason for the season” 

so to speak: that Christ is the light of the world. Having said that, if Christ is the 

light of the world, it assumes that the world has darkness.  

Yahweh acknowledges this in the first two verses of our passage. He tells the 

Israelites that light has come, even though there is darkness around them. They 

would have understood this darkness as the fact that they were in exile. They were 

away from their homes, their land, and their history: slaves in a strange place. We 

experience exile every day. We desire life, but death occurs. We desire food, but 

there is starvation. We desire light, but there is darkness. 

Praise God that we serve a God that acknowledges our exile! Look at the 

promise given to the Israelites in verses 3-5. Yahweh will gather all of Israel 

together to be with Him, out of the darkness of exile. This is what Christmas is 

about. God in Christ sees that we are in exile, far from Him, and takes on flesh so 

that we would be brought back to Him.  And notice, the use of “we” here. Verses 

5-6 implies our salvation and celebration is corporate: we celebrate with our sons 

and daughters, with our neighbours, with the world. Have hope, because Christ is 

the light of the world. 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the 

King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and 

enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. ("The Book of Common 

Prayer. (1979). New York: Church Publishing Incorporated, p.236."). 

 

 

 

Sergio Gonzalez is finishing his MA in Biblical and Theological Studies at Knox Seminary and currently 

attends St. Aidan’s Anglican Church (ACNA) in Kansas City, MO. 
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December 22 

Born In an Instant!  

Wayne C. Drueck 

Isaiah 66: 7-11 

Before the birth of our first child, my wife was in 

labor for 19+ hours. Everyone was ultimately fine, but it was a long, painful wait. 

Can you imagine the contrast in Isaiah 66 where a mother gives birth before labor 

even begins? I think my wife might have traded places, given the choice. 

The mother that Isaiah describes is giving birth to a nation. Mother God is 

creating again and that creation is nearly instantaneous. “Who ever heard of such 

a thing... Can a nation be born in a day...come to life in a second?” 

Jerusalem had endured generations of travail and grief. Hope was a rare 

commodity. But God made this birth, this “new Jerusalem,” happen in a heartbeat 

and, along with it, gave the promise of many more “children.” 

Hope itself was born in the God-birthing of that nation. Those who once lived 

in sorrow could now be glad. They will be nursed and comforted as they were by 

their own mother, until they are safe and satisfied. They will enjoy Mother God’s 

wonderful glory fully and abundantly. 

In the birth of the Bethlehem child, we too can find comfort even after a 

long, painful journey. This Advent we too can live in expectation and hope and 

enjoy God’s glory fully and abundantly. 

God of birth and nurture, reveal to us your glory and hold us closely in Your arms. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne C. Drueck is a retired United Church of Christ pastor living in Rothschild, WI. 
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December 23 

Belonging 

Tara Wilkins 

Matthew 1:18-25 

The time is nearly here.  Our Advent 

expectation will soon be fulfilled!  We listen with anticipation to the angel’s words 

to Joseph.  He wanted to do the right thing.  Marrying Mary gave her a sense of 

belonging and the safety necessary for the birthing of a Savior.  His gift to her, 

though, must have been isolating for him.  

Mary and Joseph were bound together by their secret request from God.  

Their lives had a purpose, a Holy call that reminded us all that even in the most 

arduous times, God is with us.   

The Christmas story portrays a reality that people still face today.  Mary and 

Joseph experienced rejection and persecution.  They became refugees seeking 

asylum. People then and now forgot that if we all belong to God, then we also 

belong to one another. 

Sociologist Brene Brown writes, “We seem to have forgotten that…we’re 

connected to one another by something greater than group membership, politics, 

and ideology—that we’re connected by love…No matter how separated we are by 

what we think and believe, we are part of the same spiritual story.” 

Our spiritual story is still being written.  This year may we take a chance to 

befriend someone on the margins, someone who also belongs to God.  “Do not be 

afraid”, the angel said.  “God is with us”.   

Loving God, help is to love without fear, as You have called us to do over and over.  May we reflect your 

love in the world, Amen. 

 

 

Rev. Tara Wilkins, pastor at Bridgeport United Church of Christ in Portland, Oregon, and executive 

director of the Community of Welcoming Congregations. 
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 December 24 

Silent Night 

Chris Deacon 

Luke 2:1-14, 

One of my favorite Christmas memories growing up was going to our 

church’s Christmas Eve service.  It ended with us lighting candles, singing “Silent 

Night” and departing in silence at midnight.  One particular year, I was driving to 

my parents’ after the service.  It seemed the whole town was asleep.  I saw very 

few other cars and I drove in silence the entire way.  It was very peaceful and very 

holy. 

Was the night that Christ was born really silent?  Bethlehem was overflowing.  

Every inn in the city was full.  I used to live in a small, rural town of about 2000.  

Once a year, there was a huge arts and craft drive that would bring in 10,000 

visitors.  When a small town has several times it’s population visiting, it is never 

quiet!  We can’t forget that Jesus was born in a manger.  There were donkeys, 

sheep, goats, possibly chickens.  It is hard to believe that it would have been silent. 

Maybe, the whole world fell silent and entered into peace to welcome the 

Christ child.  Jesus could calm the storms and walk on water, a little quiet would be 

nothing for him!  Or maybe, Jesus was born into a loud, noisy world.  Babies crying, 

animals braying, a city overflowing with people.  Maybe, that is the point.  This 

perfect child was born into a noisy, flawed, broken world.  Maybe that is the point 

of Christmas, that God entered into a noisy, flawed, broken world to redeem it.  It 

may not have been a silent night, but no doubt it was a holy night! 

Almighty God, on this day we prepare to finally welcome the Christ child.  We welcome him into a 

world that is dirty, broken, and loud.  Just as he came to redeem this world, help us to further your 

kingdom here on earth until he comes again.  Amen 

 

.Rev. Chris Deacon is the pastor of the United Parish of Bowie, a joint UCC/PC(USA) congregation in 

Bowie, MD.  He is also the author or “Louder than Words.” 
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December 25 

Merry Christmas! 

Sandy Safford 

 

Luke 2:8-20 

The day has come, the one we have been waiting for this Advent.  Mary and 

Joseph are in Bethlehem and the time came for the baby to be born.  Mary gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger.  

The coming of the Messiah, the birth of the king of kings was announced to the 

shepherds on the hillside watching their sheep.  “Do not be afraid” the angel of the 

Lord said.  We have heard these words before in the days of Christ’s coming.  But 

fear is a natural reaction to the unknown, to what is new, changing and especially 

to angels appearing.  But here is reassurance and encouragement as the shepherds 

tremble.  “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 

the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)  This was God’s promise to the shepherds and 

to all people and they were told where to find the baby.  But wait!  The sky filled 

with the heavenly host, and the angel praised God saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom God’s favor rests.”  The 

shepherds go and find the baby Jesus, just as the angels told them.  Now they too 

share the story and spread the word of God’s promise for all people, a Savior has 

been born!  Merry Christmas!   

Father, God may we remember this day of Christmas all year long and celebrate your promise for all 

people.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Safford is Commissioned as the Lay Pastor of Byers Community Church, a Presbyterian Church 

(USA) in Byers, on the Eastern plains of Colorado. 
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December 26 

The Light Shines in the 

Darkness 

Hoyt Roberson 

John 1:1-5 

“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle.” - St. 

Francis 

 

If you've been to Carlsbad Caverns you may have experienced the almost 

oppressive darkness that falls immediately when the lights are turned off. The 

resulting darkness is so disorienting, you might lose your balance; it is almost 

palpable. 

 

But as dark as that is, the light of a single pen light, a match, or even a digital 

watch face could be seen from hundreds of feet away, and  

farther if the cavern rooms had been larger. One point of light that simply cannot 

be subdued by the darkness. 

Our Lord came into our darkness and was the Light we need. In a world of 

seeming endless violence, oppression, corruption, starvation, and catastrophe, 

Jesus is. John tells us that there were those who moved toward the Light and those 

who wanted to continue to hide their evil in the darkness. And yet they - and yet 

we - cannot hide our deeds in the darkness. Not only would that penlight, deep in 

the earth have led us out of the darkness, it would also have exposed whatever we 

might have been doing. One Light; two effects. One salvation and the other 

uncovering. 

Advent reminds us that God came into our darkness and invites us to follow that Light. That 

Light is salvation for those who want it; who will follow it; who will move toward it. This 

Advent, look at that Light and welcome it to disperse the darkness around us. Let it lead us to 

God. 

 

Hoyt Roberson is a retired Army officer, a licensed marriage therapist, and pastors Covenant Christian 

Church in Rio Rancho, New Mexico. 
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December 27 

From Start to Finish 

Melissa Guthrie Loy 

John 1:10-14 

In The Message Eugene Peterson writes, “The 

Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the 

glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous 

inside and out, true from start to finish.” 

At this time in the Advent season, we’ve decked the halls and exchanged gifts 

(and returned gifts?) Have we noticed the Light that has been among us? 

Peterson begins his version of John 1: “The Life-Light was the real thing.” 

Even as this Advent season draws to its end, we can each day noticing the real life-

light. Perhaps we will notice the life-light among us and in our neighbors. Perhaps 

we will begin in our own neighborhoods to notice the life-light and to be a life-

light. 

From the start, “He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him.” May we accept the gift of this season that is both life and light so that we 

can live as children of God. May we be our true selves, our child-of-God selves. 

May we move toward the imagined finish of a world brightly lit not by our 

seasonal décor but by the real thing: a Life-Light that that was and is and will be. 

Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness. Open our eyes; let us see. May the real gift 

of this season inspire our days from start to finish. May this be so. 

Read Eugene Peterson’s version of John 1:10-14. How might his language about the “Life-

Light” moving into the neighborhood inspire you to notice and bring light to your own 

neighborhood? 

 

 

Melissa Guthrie Loy is the pastor for Salvage Garden and the Director of Congregational Life for First 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), both in Greensboro, NC. 
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December 28 

A Place of Safety:   

Le Brandes 

Matthew 2:16-18 

 

Christmas is barely over, the afterglow of the 

season settles on our households and suddenly, reality hits us with a cold, hard 

slap.  It turns out the world that Jesus is born into is not that much different from 

our world today.  Men, women and children in danger find themselves with no 

choice but to flee from the life they know to one they do not.  Joseph, Mary and 

the babe escape; all who stay behind feel the sword of Herod’s despotic wrath.   

Here is a passage that resonates with the story of refugees throughout the 

ages.  These words give voice to the grief of parents everywhere whose children 

die out of step with the natural order of things.  Here there is no justice, no mercy, 

no consolation.  Where is the safe place of refuge? 

For Jesus’ family, that place was Egypt.  For millions of people over the past 

four centuries, that place has been America.  Europeans who came here and took 

what was not theirs took advantage.  Not everyone who came or was born here 

had the same opportunities.  We, their descendants, now have a choice to make.  

Will we forget that we were once welcomed and offered sanctuary?  Or will we 

build walls and send troops to turn “the other” away? 

The Creator’s love imbedded in our hearts, Jesus’ presence alongside us, the 

Spirit’s unending comfort—all demand that we offer sanctuary—that we, 

individually and collectively be a place of safety for our brothers and sisters.   

Holy God, as you have welcomed us, in thanksgiving for all you have done for us, give us the 

grace and courage to welcome others. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Learn what you can do to help at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: 

https://www.lirs.org/ 

Sister Le Brandes is a candidate in the Deaconess Community of the ELCA/ELCiC and a diaconal intern at 

Bethel Lutheran Church in Shoreline, WA. 
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December 29 

“What Child Is This?” 

Anne Knighten 

Matthew 2:13-15 

 

What a night! First, men from the east appeared at 

their home telling a strange story of following a star that foretold the birth of a 

king, then kneeling in homage and offering costly gifts to a little child. Gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh—gifts fit for a king. This little child born to humble 

people, how could he be a king? Next, his sleep was interrupted by an angel 

appearing to him in a dream, telling him to flee with Mary and the child and not to 

return until those who sought the child’s life were dead. They fled to Egypt under 

cover of night—to Egypt, of all places! He thought of another Joseph in Egypt and 

how what his brothers intended for evil God intended for good. He thought of a 

flight not to Egypt but away from it, as Moses led his people out of slavery toward 

the promised land. What could all this possibly mean? Who is he that God has 

chosen him to care for and protect this child, a child not of his blood but of his 

heart? Who is this child that Herod would want him killed?  

The Holy Family became refugees, forced to flee their homeland because of 

the political implications of a small child’s birth. Yet this child was not destined for 

Herod’s throne or any other earthly throne, for his kingdom is not of this world. He 

was a far greater threat to the status quo than Herod could have imagined. 

Listen to “What Child Is This” and use it as a basis for meditation, pondering the 

questions it poses. 

 

 

 

 

Anne Knighten is a Senior in the MDiv-DL program at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. She lives in 

Redlands, CA with her husband, Scott, and has two adult daughters, Jenn and Celeste. 
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December 30 

"Jesus' Family Tree" 

Carrie Benton  

Matthew 1:1-17 

 

My mother-in-law has traced the family genealogy 

back multiple generations.  During a recent visit, my 

daughter had the opportunity to   listen with fascination as grandma told stories of 

both triumph and heartache in the branches of the family tree. 

I noticed some "unknown" spaces on the tree.  I wondered, was there an 

unnamed father to a child, or maybe a sibling gone off on his or her own, never 

heard from again.  One of those heartbreak stories. 

Looking over the names of the forty-two generations listed in the opening 

verses of the Gospel of Matthew, there are plenty of stories of both heartbreak 

and triumph, even a few unnamed persons.  How amazing that it is into this 

imperfect family tree that Jesus was born! 

Yet, I wonder if this is exactly what God was revealing to us:  the presence of 

the Divine in the midst of imperfection; sordid stories of heartache mixed with 

great stories of mercy and grace - and the presence of Christ in the midst of it all. 

Perhaps incarnation is about the invitation to recognize the presence of 

Christ in our own lived reality, even in the crazy mix of our own family trees.  The 

messes don't have to get cleaned up first.  Christ is there lamenting right with us.  

The triumphs are shared and celebrated. 

As the season wanes and our family gatherings slow down, perhaps we'll 

begin to notice the presence of the One who continues to bring peace, hope, joy 

and love into the midst of our imperfect lives. 

Jesus - thank you for your presence with us - even in our imperfect families.  Help us trust your 

on-going incarnation and embrace imperfection with grace and hope. 

Carrie Benton is the pastor of the Mountain Lakes Presbyterian Church in the mountains of western 

Montana. 
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December 31 

God of Peace 

Daphne Grant Urban 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-26 

The apostle Paul is talking to everyone here, all of the readers, when he says 

‘may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely.’  Everybody includes 

believers and non-believers.  When Paul says ‘spirit, soul, and body’ he is 

referencing the parts of the human body.  The spirit is life in relationship with God.  

The soul is the human personality.  The body is the way the human acts with 

him/herself.  Paul is praying for us, the readers of the letter to be in a sense, 

perfect for the coming of Jesus Christ.  Paul frequently asks for prayers for himself 

at the same time he’s praying for those around him.  And the holy kiss was a sign 

of affection which was common during Paul’s time and often time part of the 

ending of his letters. 

 

God, you have called us to love you, serve you and trust you. Thank you for being faithful 

to us as we begin the last day of this year.  Be with us as we turn our faces to your light.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Daphne Urban is a student at Luther Seminary, and an ELCA Supply Pastor in Bemidji, Minnesota 
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   January 1 

From Cradle to Cross 

Chad Poland 

Galatians 3:10-18 

The nativity is a beautiful scene full of serenity.  At 

least that is how it is generally portrayed.  Shepherds 

and kings on bended knee.  Cattle lowing as Mary looks upon her child full of 

wonder.  I imagine Joseph is experiencing some of the same.  It is a very lovely 

image with nary a cross to be seen anywhere. Yet even now we should be mindful 

of why the Christ has come.   

Years ago, my grandmother wrote a poem which included the line, “Sleep 

sweet babe, and dream not of the nails and the cross.”  Indeed, I do hope that 

Jesus did, to borrow words from the hymn, “sleep in heavenly peace.”  Yet behind 

this tranquil scene is a tragedy, a tragedy born from the collision of human failings 

and God’s unyielding love.  Because of the latter, God can’t help but act.  Because 

of the former, God’s actions will include taking upon himself the curse which 

humanity is due.  In Christ, God shares the curse of the law with us, that through 

him, we might share in the promise to Abraham.  The tragedy is that this innocent 

child who slept upon Mary’s breast will one day be killed for the audacity to 

declare God’s love and grace to all.   

Christmas ought to be a season of Joy.  I certainly hope these words don’t 

undermine that in any way.  Yet let us take a moment in the midst of our family 

gatherings and celebrations, let us pause from playing with all the new gadgets 

and toys, and let us remember with solemn gratitude what this child has come to 

do on our behalf.   

Merciful God, with humble hearts we thank you for the gift of a savior.  We marvel at 

the extent of your love for us and are overwhelmed as we consider what this innocent child 

will one day endure for our sake.  Fill us with gratitude, and by your Spirit help us to love 

others as you have loved us.  Amen.    
Rev. Chad L. Poland serves as Pastor and Teacher at All Souls Congregational Church, United Church of 

Christ located in Bangor, Maine. 
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 January 2 

Certainty? No. Mystery! 

Peter Hamm 

1 Cor 2:7-13 

 

 

Have we wrecked our theology with our 

certainties? What was meant to be wonder and awe is now explainable formulas 

and systematic theologies and position papers and catechisms. We think we can 

somehow know all about God. But how can this be, if God is so far beyond us that 

we can’t even conceive of what has been prepared for us? 

We must not allow the mystery of God to be smothered, stifled, and 

explained away by the study of the divine. Scroll through your social media feed 

and you will find piritual platitudes that reduce the message of a majestic God who 

rules the ages into neatly packaged cliches that fit on t-shirts or a mugs… or into 

clever memes with cheap artwork and even cheaper sentiment. 

The wisdom of God is earned. It takes work, and not in any way like the 

wisdom this world holds up as admirable or valuable. In fact, too often we forget 

that God’s Reign is upside-down.. God is close to the poor and destitute, not the 

rulers and principalities of this world, which is why the powerful do not 

understand God at all. Let us never forget this. 

 

Lord, may we always allow the Spirit to search for you, in tune with our spirits, not to 

explain you away or contain you, but to release the glory of the unknown that you have 

prepared for us, as we seek to love like you more than we seek to understand the 

unknowable.    

 

 
Peter Hamm is the pastor (and sometimes worship leader) at Grace United Methodist Church in 

Norwood, OH. 
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 January 3 

Emptying 

Allison Byerley 

Philippians 2:5-11 

 

 

These verses are some of my favorite in the Bible. But they get more difficult 

to live all the time. Our culture lionizes people who pump themselves up rather than 

emptying themselves, who see those who seek to serve others as less than and 

losers. The image of emptying ourselves so that God can work through us has always 

been countercultural, perhaps no more so than now. 

I know that I cannot accomplish this on my own. My part is to be willing to let 

the Holy Spirit work in and through me. A couple of years ago I began intentionally 

incorporating a prayer that asks for just that. It is known as the Wesley Covenant 

prayer and many United Methodist congregations incorporate it into worship 

around the first of the year. I share it with you and invite you to pray it today. 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put met to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by you or laid aside by you, 

enabled for you or brought low by you. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 

to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine, and I am yours. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 
Rev. Dr. Allison Byerley is the Pastor of Mariposa UMC in Mariposa, CA. 
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January 4 

Two Homes, Still Lit 

Rev. Matt McCaffrey  

Philippians 4:4-7 

The holiday lights came down in our neighborhood 

last Saturday. 

In our small town, all but one or two of the homes 

that make up our community are dressed up for the Christmas holiday. Decorations go 

up the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and they come down the Saturday after Christmas. 

I admit, the glow of garlands and reindeer and big, red Santas warms me. At 

sunset, inflatable Grinches and polar bears (my favorites) and snow globes rise from the 

ground and take shape, easing the transition into months of gray and white and black 

and slush. 

On Christmas Eve, driving home from midnight services to serenade the Christ 

Child, the decorations, tasteful and gaudy alike, light my way and warm my heart. 

And today, they’re all in storage and the new year’s optimism is already fading. 

Except at two houses on our street—ours, and our neighbor’s, across the road. 

In their home, white electric candles are still at every window. At ours, a “winter 

tree” of white lights twinkles. Candles and tree will light the landscape until Sunday, 

Epiphany Day. 

We, and our neighbors, know that we are oddballs in the neighborhood. But we 

know that God’s peace, offered in the person of Jesus Christ, survives the tumult and 

wild expectations of the season just passed. So, we don’t worry about what the 

neighbors think. We let the light speak for us. 

Precious Jesus, may your light diminish the expectations around me, and illumine my 

path to living in your Way. Amen. 

Rev. Matt McCaffrey lives in south central Connecticut. He is the interim pastor of North 

Madison Congregational Church, United Church of Christ. 
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January 5 

In Christ’s Love 

Andrea Allan  

Romans 8:37-39 

As we begin to wrap up this Christmas 

season, we have the poetic, powerful phrase from the Apostle Paul written to the 

Romans to help guide us to the end. So firmly did Paul believe in the love of Christ 

through God that he passionately professed that not a single person or situation 

could ever take God away from us.  

In love God sent Jesus, born to us each Christmas to live among us and show 

us the way to God. And yet, at times there are things that keep us from feeling the 

love of God in Christ Jesus; there are things inside us that in fact do separate us 

from this love: the pain and suffering we hold onto, the material items we place 

more value on than God asks us to, the way we turn a blind eye to those around us 

in need. Anything that keeps us from having a full loving relationship with Jesus 

Christ separates us from the love of God.  

As another holiday season wraps up, as we begin a new year, let us notice 

the things that keep us separated from the love of God, and then let us work with 

God to build up that relationship anew. The words of Paul are transforming and 

beautiful, and hand in hand with Christ, let us work to have that same relationship 

where we to can confidently pronounce that nothing can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus.   

Gracious and loving God, Help me to remember that is it only that within me that can 

separate me from your love. Give me the strength to notice that which separates me from 

your love and the courage to overcome it so that I might know your love so fully as Paul. In 

Christ name, Amen. 

 
 

 

Rev. Andrea Allan ministers in a rural charge in Embro, Ontario at Knox United Church of Canada. She 

lives with her family in Stratford Ontario.  
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January 6  

Hope Wins! 

Wayne C. Drueck 

Matthew 2: 1-23 

 

 

Epiphany is known as a season of light, stars, Magi, the appearance of the 

Messiah to the Gentile world. In many places Epiphany, or Three Kings Day, is 

bigger than Christmas and is very festive. 

But there is a dark side to the Epiphany story. King Herod is overcome with 

jealousy and paranoia. Unable to locate the prophesied threat to his power, he 

tries to enlist the Magi in his desperate search. When they fail to return to Herod, 

the darkness fully consumes Herod and he orders the “slaughter of the innocents,” 

the death of every first born son. 

Sheer terror, death and grief follow. However, even in this dark scenario, 

hope ultimately wins. The Messiah and family become immigrants led to Egypt by 

the light. Gratefully, Egypt welcomed them and became a safe place. 

We live in a world where darkness threatens to overwhelm us. The light of 

Epiphany can seem dim indeed to those trapped by violence and the abuse of 

power and people. 

But here’s the thing: hope wins! The child is born and safe and is preparing to 

bring God’s unimaginable message of light and Good News not only to his people 

but to ALL people. That message reverberates through the years to our own lives 

today. 

The darkness is dispelled, the light prevails. That is the true meaning of 

Epiphany and it is cause for great celebration! 

Epiphany God, may our lives reflect your light as we seek to serve where you have 

placed us. 

Wayne C. Drueck is a retired United Church of Christ pastor living in Rothschild, WI. 
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