the

FIRST BAPTIST family

.

FEBRUARY 2018

VOLUME 56, NUMBER 02

February 14th
6:00 - 6:30 p.m.
This special service will be a part of our regular Wednesday night
programming designed for everyone in the congregation. For the beginning
of the Lenten season our celebration involves a cross bearing our written
confession of sins. We are asking God for forgiveness and will witness the
burning of the papers carrying our confessions, symbolizing the full and
complete forgiveness promised to us by our Savior. Join us at 5:30 for a
potluck and bring a dish to share!!

A New Sermon Series
Beginning January 28th, we are starting a new sermon series in the Book of
Ephesians. The focus of this marvelous epistle to the church in Ephesus is
the mission of God and the nature of the church. I am very excited to dive
into this series that will take us through the month of May because I am
confident that the Spirit will stir our imaginations to consider what kind of
church he is forming in us. Our theme verse for the year is taken from 2:10:
We are his masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can do the good things he planned for us long
ago. God has a work for us now in this time and in this place. We just need clarity on what it is. I am
quite certain that with the inspiration we will find through the book of Ephesians and the work that God
is doing in us right now, that we will begin to get a very clear picture of our destiny as God’s people on
mission. I encourage you to be here as much as possible. We need you here. If you miss a sermon, you
can read it on my blog, which I will link to FaceBook each week.

We had a very successful 2X4 Sunday, we raised $388 for Habitat of
Knox Co.! Many people signed their name or wrote words of
encouragement on the boards provided. Those boards will then be used
in the construction of Habitat for Humanity’s 53rd home in Knox
County. Over 25 Knox County churches and businesses have joined this
effort and thus far over $8,700 has been raised! Every cent raised and every signed 2X4 will go to the
53rd build happening now at 435 Ecklund, Galesburg, and our boards will be used to construct the
ladder for access to the crawl space. What makes that so neat is that these boards will never be covered
by drywall, our signatures will always be visible. Thanks to Jordan Knight, Executive Director of Knox
County for coming to speak about this wonderful organization.

2X4 Sunday

Pastor Bob’s Musings
A Can of Worms
I don’t exactly know where the phrase, “opening a can of worms”
came from. It’s a metaphor illustrating even greater complication that
arises when addressing one simple issue. Investigating Russian
collusion in the 2016 election (no matter what your political party) is an
example of “opening a can of worms.”
But I’m a fisherman. If I want to go catch bluegills or crappie at
Lake Storey, I’m going to need to open a can of worms in order to lure
my prey. I like cans of worms. The give me a good chance of catching
some fish.
A can of worms was opened last month at First Baptist when we began to entertain the idea
of hosting the Knox Prairie Community Kitchen. They’re wigglin’ all over the place!
Having the Kitchen here will do damage to our building!
This is a great opportunity that we can’t afford to pass up!
We shouldn’t be taking money from our savings to do this!
We’ve got to be an outward-focused church in order for us to survive!
A good idea, but our people haven’t shown much interest in volunteering!
They came to us; God must be in this!
I don’t want to strain the metaphor too far, but opening this “can of worms” is not a bad
thing for us. Regardless of the outcome of our process and our decision, we won’t be the same
after this. We know we have to be outward-focused. There is a general consensus that we are
willing to spend resources to shift our focus outward. Those are not insignificant developments
for us. As I see it, we’ve already got fish in the bucket!

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their
needs each month are slightly different but usually are in
need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap
and assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to
any of the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for
your items to be placed. This is a tangible way to show
God’s love and the love of His church to our community.

Jordan Van Dyke
It's All About LOVE!
As we enter into February and the Valentine's
Day season let us turn our thoughts towards
LOVE. As Christians, we have experienced
LOVE from God and are commanded to love
the Lord our God with all our heart, soul,
mind, and strength, and our neighbor as our
self. We say these commands often and have
songs about them but how can we put these
into action and show God's love to people
who have yet to experience it?
For me personally, I need to return to loving
God more. I find myself caught up in doing
ministry and good things but have moved
God down my list of priorities. Loving God
first is where our love truly comes from and
we must be filled with God's love so that we
can share it with others. Whether it's a few
minutes in the morning or any other time of
the day, spending time with God is always a
great place to start when thinking about
loving others.
The world we live in is very confused with
love and has many untrue definitions of it.
Everyday we see the effects of this problem
everywhere we look. We must pray and work
together to show and share God's love to
everyone we know. We don't know if they will
receive it but we must give it just as God has
done to us and commands us to. Let us give
the true love of God to everyone and not just
candy and valentines.

CARE
A
R

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
8:15 a.m. - Men Meet
9:00 - Friendship Builders
4:00 p.m.- Neighbors CARE
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates
Wednesdays

6:00 p.m. Wed PM

Room 5
Room 6
736 N Prairie St
2nd Floor
Room 7

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of topics for the
month for the D6 curriculum:
FEBRUARY-FAITH, FAMILY & DISCIPLESHIP
Feb. 4 - God Created Marriage Genesis 2:18-24; 3:1-18; Ephesians 5:22-33
Feb. 11 - Biblical Families Genesis 17:9; Esther 2:5-7; Acts 16:1;
2 Timothy 1:5; Titus 1:4
Feb. 18 - Generational Discipleship Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Ephesians 4:11-13;
Galatians 5:22-23
Feb. 25 - Adoptive Discipleship Titus 2; 1 Samuel 3:1-10; 2 Timothy 2:2;
Acts 8:26-40; 18:24-28
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MISSION MOMENTS…
America For Christ Offering 2018
Your America for Christ offering is making life-changing impact through ministries and
resources that vitalize our congregations and communities across the United States and
Puerto Rico with the hope of Jesus Christ.
www.abhms.org

For American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), equipping disciples entails
supporting and enabling highly motivated Christian disciple-makers who are delivering the
Good News of Jesus Christ and producing life-saving and life-giving change in individuals and
congregations across the United States and Puerto Rico.
The theme for the American for Christ (AFC) Offering 2018 is “Equipping Disciples,”
informed by this biblical text: “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,

some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13, NRSV).

ABHMS works to broaden our understanding of what it means to follow Jesus in word and
deed for the 21st century, and to nurture discipleship by expanding our network of highly
motivated change-agents who share the Good News and impact the world with God’s love. In
this way, we encourage authentic Christian discipleship in which the fullness of the Gospel–in
its personal and social implications–are manifested in individuals living Jesus’ message,
involved in their communities and carrying out God’s call in their lives.
As you contribute to AFC, you enable ABHMS to provide high-quality Christian resources
and encouragement to our network of disciple-makers, thereby improving their effectiveness
in equipping other Christians. Our Equipping Disciples team facilities virtual communities
and networks of American Baptists engaged in discipleship for mutual support and
enrichment.
The America for Christ Offering 2018 reminds us that it is in our service to the church and
the community that many experience the Christ in us. We are encouraged by this year’s
theme to come alongside people and build them up. Join us in giving generously to this year’s
AFC offering and help us to reach our goal of $1200 as we partner in home mission.

Stewardship
A main focus for your giving should be your local church & ministry staff.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
1 Corinthians 9:11-14

If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material
harvest from you?...Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and
those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has commanded
that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.
1 Timothy 5:17,18

Pastors who do their work well should be paid well and should be highly appreciated,
especially those who work hard at both preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the
ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” TLB
1 Corinthians 9:10

Christian workers should be paid by those they help. Those who do the plowing and
threshing should expect some share of the harvest. TLB
Galatians 6:6

Those who are taught the Word of God should help their teachers by paying them. TLB

2 Chronicles 31:9-13

Hezekiah asked the priests about the heaps; the chief priest, answered, “Since
the people began to bring their contributions to the temple of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and
plenty to spare, because the LORD has blessed his people, and this great amount is left over.” They faithfully
brought in the contributions, tithes and dedicated gifts.
Deuteronomy 12:19

Be careful not to neglect the Levites (ministers) as long as you live in your land.

No church ever has a money problem, only a faithfulness problem.

Brian Kluth

Wednesday Night Programming
February Schedule
Theme: February 7
A Heart for God - 2 Samuel
14th - Ash Wednesday Service at 6:00 p.m.!
We will celebrate with a POTLUCK AT 5:30!
Bring a dish to share!
February 21-March 14 - Galatians
If the weather is bad and you are wondering if Sunday Morning Worship,
Connect or other FBC activities are cancelled, here is what you do. We
will always try to post all cancellations on our Facebook page.
If you have given us an email address, we will also try to send you
notification. We also list it with the “Galesburg Radio” stations so you may
listen to WGIL, FM95, the LASER or 105.3Kfm to hear the cancellations.

Thank You Notes
Cassandra Hunt & family of Steve
Gilson - Thank you for your
kindness and sympathy at a time
when it was deeply appreciated.
Thank you so much for the
beautiful memorial of 10 Gideon
Bibles donated in Steve Gilson’s
name. We appreciate your
thoughtfulness.
Mike Landon & Sherri Kremer &
families - Thank you so much for
all your prayers during the illness
of our mother, Connie Jensen.
The kind words, cards and flowers
were also appreciated after her
passing. Our church family
means a lot to us and we
appreciate all you do!
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter - What a “Holy Night” it
was when our Almighty God, the
God of this universe, became
incarnate…and with such a
humble birth. Yet He came for all
people; the rich and the poor, the
famous, the rulers, the athletes,
the handicapped, the homeless,
the abused, the mentally ill, the
addicted, and all mankind, to
redeem us all from our sins! This
is the primary purpose of your
Rescue Mission as we are meeting
people’s physical needs of shelter,
food, and clothing…to share this
exceedingly Good News of that
Holy Night! We are truly blessed
by this great and beautiful support
from your church!

American Baptist Women
Tues., Feb. 13th
9:15 a.m.
All women welcome!
Join us for a fun time of
fellowship in
Women’s Ministry!

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure
screenings
thanks to a few
of our nurses in
the congregation
volunteering
their time. Stop
by the LOFT and get it
checked out!

Mon., February 19
Office Closed

SAVE THE DATE: heartseekers
Shine: Stepping into the Role & Life
You were Made For
March 23-24, 2018
at Bethel Baptist Church

Name

Tanner Maulden
Diane Myers
Chelsea Stevenson
Alissa Kremer
Kay Johnson
Caroline Baxter
Michael Inness
Marcia Selman
Mark Hartman
Allison Ryner
Mackenzie Landon
Leola Schlaf
Robin Ryner
Brittany Galloway
Ann Schertz
John Bodenhamer

Day
4
5
13
13
14
14
19
19
20
20
22
23
25
26
26
27

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office.

Begins Wed., February 7th
9-11 a.m. or 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Meets weekly for 13 weeks
First United Methodist
Church, Chapel
120 N. Kellogg St.
Workbooks available for $15

28

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

25

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'

18

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

11

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

4

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

Sunday
29

19

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

26

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Presidents' Day

Office Closed

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Lincoln's Birthday

Newsletter Articles Due

12

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

5

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

February 2018

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women
10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

27

20

13

6

30

14

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

28

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

21

5:30 PM CONNECT
Potluck
6:30 PM Ash
Wednesday Service
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

Valentine's Day

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

7

31

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

Wednesday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

8

1

1

22

15

Washington's Birthday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

Groundhog Day

Friday

2

23

16

9

2

Saturday
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24

17

10

3
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