
First Baptist Church 
of Galesburg 

“The Gifts of Christmas:  Love” 
Second Sunday in Advent 

December 04, 2022 
in the year of our Lord  



Engaging With God in Worship
December 04, 2022

"Connected to Jesus to connect others to Him"

Gathering
*O Come, All Ye Faithful (p. 145)

Lighting of the First Advent Candle  
Stevenson Family
Opening Prayer

Welcome and Announcements
*Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (p. 92)

The Word
Offertory - Love Has Come

Scripture Reading - 1 John 4:7-21
*Love Lifted Me (p. 505)
Moments of Intercession

Sermon
“The Gifts of Christmas:  Love”

1 John 4:9-11
The Lord’s Table

Sending Out on Mission
*What Child is This? (p. 137)

Benediction

Leading in Worship Today:
, Pastor Dorothy, Pastor Jim Harper

We are Christ’s ambassadors. 
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 

II Corinthians 5:18 & 20  

*Those who are able, please stand.
Childcare available right off the worship center for infants to 3 years of age.

Usher Team Leader: Mike Landon
Worship Team Leader: Dave Baxter
Piano/Worship Leader: Bob Moberg
❖ For the comfort of those around you, please silence your cell phone



Celebrate the Gifts of Christmas:  Love
1 John 4:9-11

Several  years ago a young pastor named Juan Carlos Ortiz went 
to South America to start a new church. He began the 
congregation with just a few families, but within two years he had 
650 people attending the church. In his book ‘The Cost of 
Discipleship’ he tells what happened next. “One night I was 
praying and God suddenly spoke to my heart and told me that he 
was unhappy with my new church. So I explained to Him that we 
had grown from a few people to over 650 people. Why in the world 
would he be unhappy with a church like that? And he said to me 
that we began with 10 people who didn’t love each other and now 
we had 650 people who didn’t love each other. So from that day 
forward I did everything in my power to help create a congregation 
filled with goodness and love.”
So often in the church our measuring sticks for success have to 
do with the size of the building, or how many people are attending, 
or how large the budget is, but for God, all of that is secondary, 
what he is most interested in is our love quotient. At Christmas 
2000 years ago God sent the greatest love gift to us, his son, 
Jesus Christ. And today Jesus stands ready to empower everyone 
who believes with a new capacity to 
love and to share love with others. This 
morning we will talk about God’s 
special gift of love at Christmas that 
came in the person of his son Jesus.
Pastor Jim

Prayer Reminders
Birthdays:  9: Harold Bradshaw; 11: Jan Bodenhamer, 
Bonnie Yard; 12: Noelle Delgado
Dealing with Infirmities:  Marigold-Glen Jackson(Rm 202);  
At Home - Tim Connors, Caretta “Knoxie” Van Ruler, Sue Vitali, 
Ann Schertz & Martha Hallstrom
Our Nation & those Serving in the Armed Forces:  
Shane McLaren, Trevor McLaren, Patrick Inness, Brad Olin, 
Christopher Farmer, Erik Pemberton, Mikeal Redington, Chris 
Duffy.  



The Gifts of Christmas:  Love
1 John 4:9-11

1. God’s Love is ________________ 1 John 4:9

2. God’s Love is ________________ 1John 4:10

3. God’s Love is ________________ 1 John 4:11  

This week’s bulletin is available at fbcgalesburg.org, the sermon 
is available on our Facebook or YouTube page.

This Week: 
Reaping What You Sow: 2 Kings 25:1-21 

Monday 
Reading: Numbers 20:10-12 

Tuesday 
Reading: Joshua 7:19-26 

Wednesday 
Reading: 1 John 1:9 

Thursday 
Reading: Romans 6:16 

Friday 
Reading: Romans 6:23 

Go to the website for more information at d6home.com, 
d6kids.com or for teachers d6curriculum.com

http://d6curriculum.com
http://fbcgalesburg.org


Please join us for  
a baby shower brunch in honor of 

CJ, Aly and Eric Vogel! 
TODAY 

immediately after the service  
Luster Fellowship Hall

Church Mailboxes for Christmas Cards
You are welcome and invited to put your 

Christmas cards for the congregation in the 
mailboxes by the Cherry St. door and 

also remember to check your box to see 
if your family has received a card.

Remember to bring the cards for people who attend,  
please mail the ones to people who are unable to 

attend, the church does not mail the ones not picked up. 

All-Church 
Prayer Gathering

Dec 11th 3:00 p.m.  In the LOFT 
Let's join together to seek God’s direction for 
First Baptist. 
Isaiah 41:13 "For I am the LORD your God who takes 
hold of  your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will 
help you." 
We really can know what the Lord wants to do through 
us. We may not know everything right away, but that is 
how we learn to trust God more. We take one step at a 
time. Praying together is one very important step 
forward to discover his will and move forward.



From an eternal perspective, God has his plan well 
under control, even when circumstances don’t seem to 
fit. The Christ child is born in us by faith in the middle 

of  our sometimes disjointed and shocking 
circumstances. This Christmas season, come, 

Lord Jesus. Come!

Sunday, December 25th 
10:00 a.m.

Saturday, December 24th 
5:00 p.m. 

Join us for a celebration of  
Christ’s birth with a Christmas 

message & carols by candlelight!



This past year has been one of  both recovery and enduring 
struggles for our American Baptist Churches community—a year 
that reminds us of  all that pastors do for our churches, 
congregations, and the communities they serve. 
Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO) is a 
congregational offering and a joint project of  American Baptist 
Churches-USA and MMBB (Ministers & Missionaries Benefit 
Board).  Collected annually in December from participating 
congregations, RMMO funds are distributed as “Thank You” 
checks to ABCUSA retired ordained ministers and commissioned 
missionaries who have devoted 15 years or more to our 
denomination, as well as surviving spouses.  A certain portion is 
also allocated for direct emergency assistance.  The offering 
originated in the mid-1930’s as the Communion Fellowship 
Offering and since 1977 has been known as RMMO. 
The theme for Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering 2022 is: 
For all they’ve done! 
Our pastors are active. They pray, listen, baptize, marry, mourn, 
counsel, celebrate, and so much more. It takes great energy to 
sustain our congregations through the ups and downs of  life. 
Why should we give to this extra special offering each year? 
We all remember the pastor or missionary who made a difference 
in our lives.  The ones who were with us in the big moments and 
small.  With leadership, listening, wisdom, condolences or just the 
right prayer when needed most, their selfless service has a lasting 
effect.  The RMMO offering is a way to give back. 
We will be receiving this special offering at both of  our Christmas 
Services - Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and you may also 
give on Sundays in December. We give to remember and thank 
those who have dedicated their lives in service to 
Christ, the church, and us. For all they’ve done, 
let’s do this for them again this year. 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Sunday, December 4, 2022
  6:00 p.m. Jesus Freaks:  Jesus Freaks Room
Monday, December 5, 2022
  1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting:  Pastor’s Study
Wednesday, December 7, 2022
  6:00 p.m. Connect:  Opening in Upstairs Connect area
  6:00 p.m. “Living in The New Creation” Galatians: Judson Room
Sunday, December 11, 2022
  9:30 a.m. Pastries & coffee served:  The LOFT
  9:30 a.m. Prayer Gathering:  The Library

10:00 a.m.Worship:  Worship Center

STAFF 
Interim Senior Pastor	 Rev. Jim Harper ..................................................................................
Pastor of  Discipleship	 Eric Vogel ...........................................................................................
Teaching Pastor	 Rev. Dorothy Lam .......................................................................................
Administrative Assistant	 Sherri Kremer ................................................................................

Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.–12 noon, 1 p.m.–5 p.m. 
309 342-0149 

Email: baptist1@me.com   Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org

Sunday Morning Pastry
donation received from:

This Week:  Kathy Pemberton  
Next Week:  Jan Bodenhamer

Sundays 9:30 AM 
Prayer Gathering - In the Library

Wednesdays 6:00 PM
“Living in The New Creation”-Judson Rm

                  Pastor James Harper 
606 Sandusky St., Jacksonville, IL 62650 

(217) 320-4088.       Email:  pastorjim7@frontier.com

Wednesdays 1:30 PM 
Studying God’s Word - Judson Rm

http://www.fbcgalesburg.org

