
First Baptist Church 
of Galesburg 

The Forth Sunday of Advent 
Love 

December 20, 2020 
in the year of our Lord  



Engaging With God in Worship
December 20, 2020

"Connected to Jesus to connect others to Him"

Gathering
*Joy to the World

Welcome and Announcements

The Word
Advent Candle Lighting

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 4)
What Child is This?

Sermon
Get Real

Luke 2:1-20
Pastor Bob Myers

Response to the Word
Congregational Prayer

Song of Response
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Sending Out on Mission 
Words of Affirmation

Benediction

Leading in Worship Today:
Pastors Bob Myers & Eric Vogel, The Stevenson Family

We are Christ’s ambassadors. 
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 

II Corinthians 5:18 & 20 

*Those who are able, please stand.
Childcare available right off the worship center for infants to 3 years of age.

Usher Team Leader: Mike Landon
❖ For the comfort of those around you, please silence your cell phone



Christmas Sentimentality
I ’ l l admi t i t .  I ’m very 
sentimental.  I have a box of 
“ m e m o r a b i l i a ” f r o m m y 
childhood in the basement.  I 
have no idea what I’m going to 
do with it.  I’m sure my kids 
won’t want it.  And at our age, 
the next time we make a move 
we’re going to have to do 
some serious purging.  I don’t know if I’ll be able to do it.  
There’s a lot of sentimentalism at Christmas time.  Both of 
the streaming services that I subscribe to have scores of 
Christmas-themed movies that traffic in warm fuzzies and 
happy endings. And it seems like after the last nine months, 
we could all use a good dose of “warm fuzzies and happy 
endings.”  I get it.
But sometimes, our propensity to sentimentalize things 
obscures the power of the real story.  Such is the case for 
the original Christmas Story.  I’m no “party-pooper.”  But this 
morning, I want to revisit the whole story and peel away the 
fuzzies. In so doing, it is my prayer that we’ll discover the 
wonder and power of when God became human for us. 
Pastor Bob

Prayer Reminders
Birthdays:  26: Ginny Clay, Paislee Cox; 27: Cheryl Siems
Bereavement: The families of Mike Collier and Tom Burek 
(Larry Hovind’s son-in-law).

Dealing with Infirmities:  At Home - Sue Vitali, Kay & Ron 
Johnson, Marcy Inness, Nancy Daniels, Ann Schertz, Jim 
Treash, & Martha Hallstrom; Serenity - DeVora Arnett
Our Nation and those Serving in the Armed Forces:  Shane 
McLaren, Patrick Inness, Brad Olin, Christopher Farmer, Erik 
Pemberton, Mikeal Redington, Chris Duffy.  



Get Real
Luke 2:1-20

Peeling away the fluff

Another look at the Christmas Story

Jesus came into our mess

This week’s sermon and bulletin are available at fbcgalesburg.org

http://fbcgalesburg.org


Sunday Evenings 
6:00 PM via ZOOM 

The Christmas 
centerpiece in front of 

the sanctuary is in 
memory of Mike Collier!

Miranda Hallmark’s father 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 8th.  

Please remember Miranda & 
her family in your prayers. 

This Week: 
Just as Promised:  Matthew 1:18–2:12 

Monday 
Reading: Acts 5:27-29 

Tuesday 
Reading: Luke 9:23-25 

Wednesday 
Reading: Acts 17:22-28 

Thursday 
Reading: Galatians 4:3-7 

Friday 
Reading: Matthew 1:21 

Go to the website for more information at d6home.com, 
d6kids.com or for teachers d6curriculum.com

December Dates 
was the 10th ONLY 
No dates in January

http://d6curriculum.com


Annual Business Meeting 
TODAY 

Immediately Following 
the Service 

This is a very important meeting in the life 
of  the Church. 

The Boards will be presenting the proposed 2021 budget, 
and nominees to the boards, as well as share the goals to 

reach deeper community for the coming year.  This meeting 
is anticipated to be brief  and a meal is not being served. 

Please plan to attend.

Christmas Eve - Online Service 
December 24th at 6:30 PM 
Via our Facebook page or Youtube channel 
at fbcgalesburg 
Join us for an online tribute to celebrate 
the coming of  our Savior! 



Congregants have always looked forward to coming together to 
worship in the house of the Lord.  During these unprecedented 
times, this type of fellowship has been disrupted and pastors have 
stepped up to provide creative and inventive online alternatives.  
They have also been called to offer greater outreach to 
congregations and communities in need of hope, promise and 
support.  On behalf of American Baptist Churches USA, the Retired 
Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) is a personal offering 
rooted in thanks for the immeasurable ways ministers and 
missionaries continue to guide members of the church toward 
faithful and committed discipleship.

RMMO is an opportunity to highlight the service and ongoing 
impact current and retired ministers and missionaries have made in 
your lives and in our communities.

We will be receiving this special offering through the month of 
December 



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, December 20, 2020
  6:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Prayer:  via ZOOM
  6:00 p.m. Jesus Freaks:  Luster Fellowship Hall
Monday, December 21, 2020
1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting - Pastor’s Study
Wednesday, December 23, 2020
       **NO WEDNESDAY PROGRAMMING**
Sunday, December 27, 2020
10:00 a.m. Corporate Worship:  Worship Center
  6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting: via ZOOM

Church Mailboxes for Christmas Cards
Because of all the uncertainty of COVID-19 related 
situations we are encouraging you NOT to use the 

mailboxes for Christmas cards this year for the 
people in our congregation.  Please mail each of 
your cards and if you need assistance with that 

contact the church office.  Thank you!

STAFF 
Senior Pastor	 Dr. Bob Myers .................................................................................................
Administrative Assistant	 Sherri Kremer ................................................................................
Pastor of  Discipleship	 Eric Vogel ...........................................................................................

Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.–12 noon, 1 p.m.–5 p.m. 
309 342-0149 

Email: baptist1@grics.net   Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org

Dec. 24th 
9AM-noon

Dec. 28th - 31st 
9AM-noon

http://www.fbcgalesburg.org

