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Engaging With God in Worship
December 29, 2019

Christmastide
We are Christ’s ambassadors. 

God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 
II Corinthians 5:18 & 20

Gathering
*Good Christian Men, Rejoice #151

Welcome and Announcements
*The Birthday of a King #162

*The First Noel (vs. 1 & 6) #136
*Thou Dids't Leave Thy Throne #127

The Word
Scripture Reading

Psalm 98:1-3
Children's Chat

Sermon
Song for the Despairing

Luke 2:8-14
Pastor Bob Myers

Response to the Word
Seasonal Reflections
Congregational Prayer

Offertory
Silent Night

Sending Out as Ambassadors
Benediction

Leading in Worship Today:
Eric Vogel, Marshal Taylor, Tommy McNeil, Caroline Baxter, Pastor Bob  

*Those who are able, please stand.
Childcare available right off the worship center for infants to 3 years of age.

Usher Team Leader: Mike Landon
❖ For the comfort of those around you, please silence your cell phone



What We Sing Matters
Today is Christmastide Sunday.  It’s one of my favorite Sundays of 
the year.  People are weary from all of the activity earlier in the 
month so I purposely plan a more laid-back service.  Nothing 
fancy.  We sing a lot of Christmas songs and carols, receive the 
offering, and I bring a short but encouraging message.  
Remember, we didn’t really start singing carols until a week ago, 
so we can freely indulge now.  
For the last several years, I’ve prepared a message for this 
Sunday around a well-known Christmas carol.  My biblical 
rationale is Colossians 3:16: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs.”  What we sing together does matter.  It forms 
the way we think: our theology and our response to God.  This 
year, I am unpacking the great American poet, Henry Longfellow’s 
carol, I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.  Its context is one of 
great personal pain but its message is one of great hope.  No 
matter your circumstances, as we prepare to turn the calendar on 
another year, God is in control, He is with us, and He is for us.   

Pastor Bob

Prayer Reminders
Birthdays: Jan. 2: Terry Boynton, Vicki Diefendorf, 5: Kathy 
Bern; 6: Clarence Anderson; 7: Cara Boynton, Eric Vogel
Bereavement:  The family of George Inness
Hospitalized this past week: 
Dealing with Infirmities: Seminary Manor: Marge Coon; 
Seminary Manor BB - Sue Vitali; At Home - Kay Johnson, 
Wanda Haneghan, Marcy Inness, DeVora Arnett, Ann Schertz, 
Jim Treash, Gary Haneghan, Martha Hallstrom & Gene Perry.
Our Nation and those Serving in the Armed Forces:  Tyler 
Olson, Shane McLaren, Patrick Inness, Brad Olin, Christopher 
Farmer, Erik Pemberton, Mikeal Redington, Chris Duffy.  



Song for the Despairing
Luke 2:8-14

A World in Conflict

The Message of the Angels

Henry Longfellow's Personal Despair

A Song of Hope 

This week’s sermon and bulletin are available at fbcgalesburg.org

http://fbcgalesburg.org
http://fbcgalesburg.org


As Christians, we are called to honor one 
another with the love of Christ as found 
in the scripture from 1 Thessalonians 
5:12-13 (NIV) which teaches,
“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, 
to acknowledge those who work hard 
among you, who care for you in the Lord 
and who admonish you.  Hold them in 

the highest regard in love because of their work.”
The long-standing tradition of the RMMO 
established in 1977 supports ministers, 
missionaries and their widowed spouses 
who have devoted 15 years or more to 
ABCUSA.  As one of four offerings from 
ABCUSA, this offering is unique because it 
provides individual recognition to those who 
have served the ABCUSA family.  The 
RMMO is a personal offering, one rooted in 
thanks for the countless ways ministers and 
missionaries guide members of the church 
toward faithful and committed discipleship 
and diligent service in mission.
By giving to the Retired Ministers & Missionaries 
Offering you are helping to remember those who 
played a vital role providing guidance and 
inspiration to their congregation and community.
Your participation makes it possible to provide emergency 
assistance in times of crisis and to send an annual “Thank 
You” check to those who are eligible.
Remember, paying tribute to those who have walked and 
prayed with you over the many years is an example of 
Honoring the Service of God’s Servants.  Thank you for giving 
generously! 

RMMO provides financial support to retired ministers, missionaries and 
their widowed spouses who have helped build and sustain our churches. 
Thank You checks, as well as emergency financial assistance, are made 
possible by the contributions of American Baptist congregations. The 
financial assistance restores that lifeline and ongoing connection to the 
ABC family.

Rooted in thankfulness, RMMO acknowledges the individual acts of 
support and faith that recipients have shown to their congregations and 
communities.

We will receive RMMO on ————————— .

Please help us reach this year’s goal of —————————— . R970
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Jesus Freaks New Year’s Party 
January 5th - 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

For our middle school and 
high school students, come 
join us to celebrate the New 

Year with a service opportunity 
and a party.  We learned what 
it means to be a Jesus Freak, 

now let's live it! 
Gather in the youth room! 

This Week:  
Hope for the Nations: Isaiah 49:1-26 

Monday  
Reading: Isaiah 44:1-8 

Tuesday  
Reading: Hebrews 13:5 

Wednesday  
Reading: Isaiah 44:21-24 

Thursday  
Reading: Isaiah 45:4-6 

Friday  
Reading: Isaiah 46:3-4 

Go to the website for more information at d6home.com, 
d6kids.com or for teachers d6curriculum.com

January Dates: 
9th & 23rd 

Doors open at 5:00 p.m. 
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.

http://d6curriculum.com
http://d6curriculum.com


FBC Worship Business Meeting
January 19th

Installing new board members, recognizing people 
who have been members for 25, 50 & 75 years, as 
well as recognizing members who have gone to be 

with our Lord this passed year.  We will also have the 
opportunity to celebrate our membership by the 

signing of our church covenant.
Plan to attend this special service in the life of FBC!

Church Mailboxes for Christmas Cards
Put your Christmas cards for the congregation 

in the mailboxes by the Cherry St. door and 
also remember to check your box to see if your 

family has received a card.
Remember to bring the cards for people who attend,  

please mail the ones to people who are unable to attend,  
the church does not mail the ones not picked up.  

Special Office Hours 
26th & 27th - closed 

31st - 8:00 a.m.-noon



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Monday, December 30, 2019
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting:  Pastor’s Study
Tuesday, December 31, 2019 - Office closes at noon
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 - Office closed
Thursday, January 2, 2019
  1:30 p.m. Walk with God CARE Group:  Judson Room
Sunday, January 5, 2020
  8:30 a.m. Praise Team Practice:  Worship Center
  9:00 Friendship Builders:  Luster Fellowship Hall Room 6
  9:30 Pre-Service Prayer Meeting :  Music Room
10:00 Corporate Worship:  Worship Center
  6:00 p.m. Jesus Freaks New Year’s Party!!

Remember to check the bulletin board  
for Christmas letters from  

the Box, Van Ruler and Wollin families.

STAFF 
Senior Pastor	 Dr. Bob Myers .................................................................................................
Administrative Assistant	 Sherri Kremer ................................................................................
Director of  Discipleship	 Eric Vogel .......................................................................................
Worship Intern	 Sarah Choi ...................................................................................................
Custodian	 Mike Collier ..........................................................................................................

Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.–12 noon, 1 p.m.–5 p.m. 
309 342-0149 

Email: baptist1@grics.net   Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org

Sunday Morning Pastry  
donation received from:
This Week:  Dolly Colwell

Next Week:  Aly Vogel

http://www.fbcgalesburg.org
http://www.fbcgalesburg.org

