
Guidelines for In-Person Worship 
First Baptist Church, Galesburg, IL 
 
These guidelines have been developed to ensure the health security of our gathered congregation.  
Many of our people who are choosing to gather are in a high-risk category and we want to do all that 
we can to mitigate any possibility of virus transmission.  We understand that there are differences of 
opinions regarding COVI-19 guidelines, but we are asking all who come to corporate worship with us 
to follow these out of love and consideration for other people.  Thank you very much for 
understanding and complying with these guidelines.  Doors will open at 9:30 AM.  
 
1. Masks: Please wear a mask when you enter, depart, and when we sing together.  If you do not 
have a mask, one will be provided for you.  You may remove your mask once you are seated and if 
you are not singing.   
 
2. Seating: Please sit only with members of your household and in designated seating.  Closed 
sections of pews are clearly marked.  It is likely that you won’t be able to sit in your “preferred” seat 
that you used in the past.  Thank you for understanding.  There is some seating in the balcony.  
Those who are physically able should consider sitting there.  
 
3. Physical Greetings: It’s tough, I know.  But there should be no physical greetings: hugs, 
handshakes, etc… between people who are not in your household.  Fortunately, this won’t last 
forever.   
 
4. Offerings: Offering plates will not be passed.  Plates will be located at the doorways for you to 
leave your offering and registration card as you exit.   
 
5. Pens and Pencils:  Pens and pencils have been removed.  Please bring your own writing 
instrument.  
 

6. Food and Beverage:  Food and hot beverages will not be offered at this time.      You are free to 

bring a beverage as long as it is in a covered container.   
 
7. Communion: On Communion Sundays, we will serve the elements at two stations on the lower 
floor and one station in the balcony.  When waiting to be served, be sure and leave six feet of social 
distance between people. A server will offer the bread to your cupped hands with “no-touch” tongs.  
You may take your cup from the tray on a table where they have been spaced out enough to avoid 
touching other cups.  Take the empty cup with you and deposit it in the receptacle as you depart.  
The pastor will explain these procedures in person before Communion is served.     
 
8. Singing:  Several studies have shown that corporate singing is risky.  We have provided spacing 
between seats that exceeds CDC guidelines.  We will also likely sing less songs than we have done 
before.  We encourage you to sing, but we also insist that you wear a mask when you do.   
 
9. Bulletins: Bulletins will be located on the pews where seating is allowed.   
 
10. Exiting:  The middle section should exit out the center two doors and the sides will exit through 
the side doors.  


