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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead”. (1 Peter 1:3 ESV)
Each year has been remarkable and this year is no exception.
The year 2020 has definitely come with its challenges and Operation
Christmas face them and did the very best they could. This year our
congregation gave 17 shoe box gifts and we also received a total of 713
from the community as a Galesburg-area Drop-Off Location. The total shoeboxes taken to
the Central Illinois Area Drop-Off Location was 21,218. Just think of the children who have the opportunity to
receive gift-filled boxes and hear the Good News of God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ. Thanks to the missionminded people like you, groups, and churches who sent shoe boxes.
Now nothing is more critical than dedicated prayer support. Planning, media coverage, national
partnerships, and hardworking, passionate volunteers are all vital parts of OCC, but the most important
component is the prayers of people just like you.
Thank you to everyone who filled shoebox gifts. Let us also be in prayer for 2021.

Christmas Eve - Online Service
December 24th at 6:30 PM
Via our Facebook page or Youtube channel
at fbcgalesburg
Join us for an online tribute to celebrate
the coming of our Savior!

Annual Business Meeting
Tentatively - Sunday, December 20th
Immediately Following the Service

The Boards will be presenting the proposed 2021 budget, and nominees to the boards, as
well as share the goals to reach deeper community for the coming year. This meeting is
anticipated to be brief and a meal is not being served.
This is a very important meeting in the life of the church, please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor

Remembering Mike

The Coronavirus has hit us hard here at First Baptist. After a month of battling the virus and its
symptoms, I am still convalescing at home to regain my full strength. Every person on our staff has had
it if we consider one “inconclusive” test positive, since exposure was significant and symptoms were
present. But the hardest of all is that our beloved custodian, Mike Collier, succumbed to the effects of
the virus and passed into God’s presence two days before
Thanksgiving.
I loved Mike. I truly did. And I already miss him. Those who knew
him know that Mike was always humming while he worked. And it
was usually the same short tune. While some found it annoying (he
once told me that a neighbor called the cops on him for humming!), his
musical presence always made me smile. It seemed to me, if he was
humming, he was probably happy. And that was important to me. On
a practical note, it made it easy for me to find him if I needed him!
Mike was a gentle man with a servant’s heart. To him, being the
church custodian was more than a job; it was a ministry. Whenever a
special set-up was required, he would do his best to fulfill the request, no
matter who made it. And he always did it without push-back or complaining.
But he was more than just a faithful servant to the church. Mike was a man of
genuine and deep spirituality. Earlier in life, he had conquered the demon of
alcoholism and rooted his life in the gospel of grace through Jesus Christ. For
that, I deeply respected Mike. Throughout this year of pandemic
lock-downs, Mike and his wife, Debbie, were faithful in joining with
me in online devotionals and weekly Communion. Mike was a man
of authentic Christian faith. And it showed.
Mike was also a father, a good father. His daughters wanted to add
a few comments. April says “Dad was.a man of honor and faith, I’ll
forever cherish every conversation we had about navigating through
life with a sensitive heart.” Katie added “Our dad taught us how to
weather the storm, and ultimately at times, let go and let God. From
sitting in his lap when we were little for cuddles during a
thunderstorm, to being that comforting ear to talk to in times of crisis
from almost 900 miles.”
Psalm 116:15 says, “The Lord cares deeply when his loved
ones die.” Jesus demonstrated that truth when he wept at
Lazarus’ tomb. Mike struggled hard against the virus.
I know that he did not want to leave his wife and daughters.
But it was not to be and the Lord took him home. I believe that
God walks with us through our grief and sorrow and I know
that he will comfort Deb and their daughters as they walk
through the valley. I am grateful to know that Mike is in God’s
presence where there is “fullness of joy.” And I look forward to
the day when we will be reunited in that same fullness around
the feet of Jesus.

Eric Vogel
Online Ministry
As many of you know, I have recently become the
"tech guy" at the church as we have had to move to
digital formats occasionally. While some of you
may look at me as some kind of genius when it
comes to working online, I do need to be honest
with you. Most of the time, I do not know how to
do things online either, I just know where to look for
the answers. I have watched far too many "how to"
videos in recent weeks than I would care to count.
Sometimes it is ok to ask for help.
As I wind down another term in seminary, I have
really enjoyed the classes that I have taken this term.
One of the more thought provoking classes from
this recent term was one called Technology and
Theology. It explored many different areas in our
digital age and how they relate to churches.
One of the topics that was discussed was being
conscious when making decisions with new
technology. Everything we use is technology, from
computers to cars to clothes to even writing itself.
Every time a new technology is introduced, things
change. There may be good and bad changes, but
they are not neutral.
This is where I would like to propose one change
with our technology at FBC. It is not just another
resource but a mission field. It is our Online
Ministry. It is to reach people who cannot always
make it to our building, whatever the reason is. But
it is not a substitute for our corporate gatherings.
Both apostles Paul and John write about how they
would much rather be in person than just writing
them letters. I would certainly much rather see you
all in person than over Zoom or text. While we
cannot always gather in person right now, our joy
will be made complete when it does.
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Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
6:00 PM - Jesus Freaks (Jr & Sr High)
Meeting Outside
Wednesdays
1:30 PM - Walk with God
The LOFT
6:30 PM - Bible Study with Pastor Bob
The LOFT
6:30 PM - ConnecT
Worship Center
Thursdays
7:00 PM - Adult Bible Study
Call the office for location

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
DECEMBER 2020
6th - Truth We Can Trust - 2 Peter 1:21
Hebrews 1:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:16-17;
Hebrews 4:12
13th - Consider the Source - John 17:17 ;
Psalm 119:89; 142, 160; John 8:31-32 ;
Deuteronomy 30:19-20;
20th-Just as Promised-Matthew 1:18-2:12
27th - He Showed the Way Matthew 3:13-4:11
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MISSION MOMENTS…

A letter from Rev. Dr. Perry Hopper, Associate Executive Director MMBB Financial Services
Congregants have always looked forward to coming together to worship in the house of the Lord.
During these unprecedented times, this type of fellowship has been disrupted and pastors have
stepped up to provide creative and inventive online alternatives. They have also been called to offer
greater outreach to congregations and communities in need of hope, promise and support. On behalf
of American Baptist Churches USA, the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) is a
personal offering rooted in thanks for the immeasurable ways ministers and missionaries continue to
guide members of the church toward faithful and committed discipleship.
This year, to honor this tradition and acknowledge the current circumstances, we chose Hope for
Today, Hope for Tomorrow as our theme. This theme encompasses the true strength and dedication
of ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses who have devoted 15 years or more to
ABCUSA.
Christians facing uncertainty and difficult situations today can take comfort in the text from Jeremiah
29:11-13 which states, 11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me
and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me
with all your heart.”
Through your generosity in 2019, RMMO provided Thank You checks to more than 3,432 eligible
recipients. Our goal for the 2020 national RMMO campaign is to reach $1.2 million.
Honoring those who have walked and prayed with you over the years gives us everlasting Hope for
Today, Hope for Tomorrow.
We will be receiving this special offering through the month of December 2020!
RMMO is an opportunity to highlight the service and ongoing impact current and
retired ministers and missionaries make in the community especially during these
unprecedented times.

Stewardship
You cannot serve God “and” money,
but you must learn to serve God “with” money.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Luke 16:11-13 (Jesus said) “So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will

trust you with true riches?...No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”

Proverbs 10:16 The good man’s earnings advance the cause of righteousness. The evil man squanders

his on sin.TLB

Matthew 6:19-21

(Jesus said) “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”
Proverbs 16:16 How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose understanding rather than silver!
Proverbs 17:16 Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?
1 Corinthians 4:2 It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

The world asks: “What does a person own?”
God asks, “How is the person using what they have been given?”
A Christian is one who does not have to consult his bank book
to see how wealthy he really is.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs
each month are slightly different but usually are in need of
bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of
the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for your items to
be placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and the
love of His church to our community.

Thank You Notes

All Boards Meeting

Ann Schertz - I wanted to say thank
you to Carol Lynn and friends at
First Baptist for the very cute
Thanksgiving card. It was nice
hearing from all of you!

Tuesday, Dec. 8th
7:00 p.m.
Via ZOOM

Bacone College - Thank you for
your donation to Bacone College.
Donations are going towards our
art school to preserve our art
collection, for student scholarships
or for building campaigns, and
your donation is of immense
value to our students. Thank you
for your generosity.

Name

Mike Collier
1947 - 2020

Day

Harold Bradshaw
Jan Bodenhamer
Bonnie Yard
Noelle Delgado
Riley Stevenson
Jamie Powell
Mike Inness
Debi Collier
Min Lam
Ginny Clay
Cheryl Siems

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

Wednesday Night children's program
We are taking a lot of extra precautions
this year due to the pandemic which
include everyone wearing masks and social
distancing the best we can. Unfortunately, this
means that we will not be able to meet for the month of
December. We are looking forward to being together in
January and for a more "normal" schedule.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.
Merry Christmas!

9
11
11
12
13
16
18
18
18
26
27

Dec. 24th
9AM-noon
Dec. 28th - 31st
9AM-noon

December Date:
10th ONLY
Curbside pick-up 5-6PM
Tompkins St. side

Due to possible weather restrictions KPCK will not be serving in
the month of January 2021, hope to return in February

29

8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM In-Person
Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks

27

8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM In-Person
Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks

20

8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM In-Person
Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks

13

8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Online
Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks

6

8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks

Sunday

14

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

O"ce closes at noon

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

7

30

28

21

Newsletter Articles Due

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

Monday

December 2020

O"ce closes at noon

7:00 PM Church
Boards

Tuesday

29

22

15

8

1

O"ce closes at noon

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
6:30 PM Bible Study
w/ Pastor Bob

Wednesday

30

23

16

9

2

O"ce closes at noon

O"ce closes at noon

3

10

31

24

17

5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

Thursday
4

NewYear'sDay-O"ceClosed
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Christmas-O"ceClosed
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Saturday
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