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Planning During a Pandemic
For the past three weeks, several leaders in the church have gathered after our worship
service to discern and plan our approach to ministry for the next nine months. We are living, of
course, in unique times, navigating “uncharted waters” during this pandemic. There are many
challenges that we are facing. But there are underlying opportunities as well. Someone
asked, “When can we get back to normal?” Another person responded, “This is the new
normal!” I think the impulses behind the query and response are both right. There will be a
time when we can return to unrestricted worship and ministry. But things will be different when
that return arrives and some of the losses and discoveries that we incur during this pandemic
season will no doubt linger into the future for us. Such is the nature and challenge of
discerning and planning during these unique days. We all agreed that a necessary byword for
these days is “flexibility.”
We identified three primary areas of concern for us as we move into the coming months:
• Corporate prayer: We want to nurture a culture of corporate prayer through a weekly prayer
meeting as well as prioritizing corporate prayer in every gathering that we have in the course of
ministry. Our corporate prayer meetings will be on Sunday evenings at 6 PM in the LOFT
beginning September 13.
• Care for those who cannot connect with us in-person or online: Our objective is to
connect, through various ways, with those who are disconnected from us at least twice a
month. This initiative is not limited to a small ministry group but rather is the responsibility of all
of us. We will unveil details and an invitation for you to minister to others in the coming days.
• Connection and discipleship: We want to provide small group opportunities both in-person
and online to keep people growing in their faith. Some Bible studies and small groups are
already planned or in place. We will monitor these for effectiveness and pivot our strategy
where necessary to encourage each other in our spiritual growth.
We all want this pandemic season to be over. That will happen in God’s time. In the
meantime, we are here “for such a time as this.” Let’s not miss the opportunities that lie before
us and be faithful to meet the challenges in faith that God is with us. The prophet Jeremiah's
word to God's people is often used out of context in a personal application. You know the
words well. I think they do apply to the church-at-large in these challenging days:
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD . “They are plans for good and not for
disaster, to give you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor

A Fresh Perspective on Revelation
If you are active on social media and your friend list includes Christians, you have probably noticed, as I
have, many posts suggesting that our world is quickly being set up to form a one-world-government
under a single strong leader – the Antichrist. The implication, of course, is that the Rapture is imminent
after which the world will be plunged into seven years of Great Tribulation. Everything seems to be
falling into place: governments, in the name of mitigating the pandemic, have enacted severe
restrictions on people, including prohibitions against gathering for worship. Chips can now be implanted
in a person’s body. Could this be the “mark of the Beast?” In another series of long posts, a pastor
friend of mine explained why he didn’t believe in a Rapture of the church before the Tribulation and
how Christians need to be prepared for significant persecution in the coming years.
Most evangelical Christians are familiar with the Left Behind series of books and movies by Tim LaHaye
and Jerry Jenkins. While quite popular, they present only one narrative of the unfolding of future things.
There are a number of other ways that responsible, Bible-believing Christians around the world believe
how the Second Coming of Christ will unfold. The truth is, Jesus hasn’t yet returned. The religious
scholars of his day didn’t get his first return right. We need to hold our views of his Second Coming
with a bit of humility realizing that we, too, may not exactly have it right, either.
The Book of Revelation was written in a particular
time, in particular circumstances, to a particular people.
It is both a letter to seven churches as well as prophecy.
I want to explore with those who are willing what it
might have meant to the first readers of the book. I
believe in so doing, we will uncover new insights and a
much larger picture that will encourage each person in
these challenging days in which we live. To be sure,
there will be questions that will arise during our study.
But we’ll focus on the main theme of the book and that
is the unveiling of the glory of Jesus Christ. And, as the
book itself promises, the person who reads it will be
blessed.

I hope you’ll consider joining us on Wednesday nights at the church for our fresh
adventure through Revelation beginning September 9th at 6:30 in the LOFT.
Our children's program is back!
This is open to all Preschool through 5th Grade!
We are taking a lot of extra precautions this year due to
the pandemic. We will begin meeting on
September 9th, from 6:30-7:30 in the sanctuary.
We will be going on an every other week schedule for safety
reasons, which means we will next meet on September 23rd.

Please contact Eric at the church if you would like more information about the safety
procedures and the option for those unable to attend.

Eric Vogel
Fireplace Vs. Furnace
Did any of you grow up
without central heating? In
our modern world, it is
quite unusual to picture a
home without a furnace to
keep everyone warm in a
home. Growing up, we had
a fireplace, but it was often
so difficult to use that over
time we stopped using it all
together in favor of the simplicity of a furnace.
While I am certainly not advocating to going back
to fireplaces (winters would be very cold in my
home that lacks one), there is something that is lost
without the fireplace They were a focal point in a
home, a place where people gathered together.
When furnaces were being added to homes, they
decentralized the heat. Why gather together in the
living room when you could instead enjoy the
comfort of your own room? That sense of
connectedness between family members is gone and
needs to be replaced a different way (and is sadly
sometimes not at all).
That comparison can be moved over to church as
well. In our technological age, it is tempting to avoid
church and just stay on your own device. Why
should I go to church and connect with others when
it is much easier to stay home in my pajamas and
watch it on the couch? While this is certainly more
convenient, the connection is lost and cannot be
replaced by talking heads on a screen (even me).
I am certainly not advocating for those who are
unable to come due to health reasons to start doing
so, but those who are able to come cannot replace
in-person relationships with convenience. For those
of you who are unable to attend, I encourage you to
watch the service together and talk about it
afterwards. We have an online weekly Connection
Card which is just like the card you fill out at
church. We want to know every week that you are
staying connected and any prayers or praises you
have. Nobody plays in front of a fireplace anymore,
do not let that happen to church as well.
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A
R

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
9:00 - Jesus Freaks (Jr & Sr High)

Meeting Outside
Wednesdays
1:30 PM - Walk with God (Sep. 9th)
The LOFT
7:00 PM - Bible Study with Pastor Bob (Sep. 9th)
Luster Fellowship Hall
Thursdays
7:00 PM - Adult Bible Study
Call the office for location

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
SEPTEMBER 2020
6th - How It All Began - Genesis 1:1–2:31
13th - Evidence All Around Us Genesis 1:1; Romans 1:19-20; 2:12-15;
Psalm 19:1; Hebrews 10-16
20th - Following the Blueprint Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-24; Matthew 19:3-6
27th - Where We Went Wrong -

Genesis 3:1-13
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MISSION MOMENTS…
The World Mission
Offering theme for
2020 “I once was
blind, but now I
see” reflects on the
story of Jesus’
healing of the blind
man in Mark
8:22-25. Jesus spits
on the man’s eyes
and puts his hands
on him, asking him,
“Do you see
anything?” When
the man replies that
he sees people who
look like trees
walking around, Jesus touches the man’s eyes again, and his sight is fully restored. This story begs the
question–why was the healing in two stages?
Perhaps Jesus wants at times to take us on slo journeys of healing, so that we can experience the full
journey with him. Like the blind man, we could never see Jesus apart from his touch on our lives, from an
encounter that begins a lifelong journey of opening our eyes to know him better.
But our God doesn’t stop there. Jesus rescues us out of darkness so we can see him and so he can use us to
help open the eyes of others.
International Ministries’ global servants, staff, and volunteers work cross-culturally to invite people to
become disciples of Jesus. This involves leading individuals toward making an initial life commitment to
Christ, and then supporting the ongoing transformation of individuals and communities by “proclaiming
through word and deed God’s reign of justice, peace, and abundant life
for all creation.” IM’s ministries touch whole persons and who
communities, engaging body and spirit, toward the wholeness that comes
from fullness of life in Christ.
Your support of International Ministries in prayer, encouragement,
and giving make possible amazing transformative work around the globe,
from ministries of evangelism and discipleship to work in health and
wellness, abolition of global slavery, peace and justice, and more. In all
of this, we work toward the vision of a time when God’s will is done “on
earth as it is in heaven.”

We will be receiving this special offering
on Sunday, October 4th.
Please consider prayerfully how your faithful giving
and prayers could be used by God to impact the lives
of many in need of him around the world today!

Stewardship
Understand riches can deceive you
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Revelations 3:17 “You say, ‘I am rich, with everything I want; I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t

realize that spiritually you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. TLB
Mark 8:36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?

Mark 4:18-19 Others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life,

the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it
unfruitful.

Luke 12:15 (Jesus said) “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does

not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

Proverbs 23:4-5 Don’t weary yourself trying to get rich. Why waste your time? Riches can

disappear as though they had the wings of a bird! TLB

Ecclesiates 5:11 The more you have, the more you spend, right up to the limits of your income.

So what is the advantage of wealth-- except perhaps to watch it as it runs through your fingers! TLB

1 Timothy 6:10 The love of money is the first step toward all kinds of sin. Some people have even

turned away from God because of their love for it, and as a result have pierced themselves with many
sorrows. TLB

Galatia’s 6:8 If (a person) sows to please his own wrong desires, he will be planting seeds of evil

and he will surely reap a harvest of spiritual decay and death. TLB

The poorest man in the world is the man who has nothing but money.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are slightly different but
usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be placed. This is a tangible
way to show God’s love and the love of His church to our community.

September Dates:
10th & 24th

Curbside pick-up 5-6PM
Tompkins St. side

Thank You Notes
The family of Gene Perry - Thank
you for all the prayers and
support during this hard time.
We thank you & love you!
Don, Lisa & Anna
Sue Vitali - Thanks to my
friends and extended family at
FBC for all of the phone calls,
cards and lunches shared with
me. I hope to get stronger as
time goes by. Hope we can all
be back in church soon.
Thank you for your support!
Opal Chaney - Thank you for
the thoughtful card, I was very
happy to hear from my church
family. I often think of all of
you and it is nice to know
you’re thinking of me also. I
am doing well and will be
celebrating my 96th birthday
on the 15th!

Judson University - Thank you
for your gifts. You are the
foundation of commitment.
Your consistent, steadfast, and
generous giving make it
possible for students from
around the world to experience
Judson’s community,
academics, and spiritual
development. Thank you for
partnering with us and making
a difference in student’s lives.
Galesburg Rescue Mission &
Women’s Shelter - Thanks so very
much for your prayer and
financial support. While
helping people with their basic
needs of shelter, food,
clothing…we desire to
introduce them to Jesus. By
God’s grace, together we are
making a difference in many
hurting peoples lives.

Drive Thru Hog Roast
Saturday, September 12, 2020
Serving 4:00-7:00 P.M.
Held Rain or Shine
435 E. Third St., Galesburg

Name
Anna Perry
Dorothy Lam
Sherri Kremer
Karen Trulson
Guy Isala
Brad Livingston
Sue Vitali
Autumn James
Gracia Isala
Tim Connors
Sariah Galloway
Hannah Maulden
Connie Stout
Abdias Isala
Opal Chaney
Ron Johnson
Kathy Pemberton
Margaret Bowles
Sandy Atwater
Melissa Delgado
Aly Vogel
Anita Ennis
Kenya Crummer
Sandy Delgado

Day
3
4
5
6
7
8
8
8
9
11
11
13
14
14
15
15
15
21
22
24
25
27
27
30

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

(across from Hi-Lo Grocery)

All Boards Meeting

Benefit for the

Tuesday, Sept. 8th
7:00 p.m.
Begins together
in the LOFT

Galesburg Rescue Mission
& Women’s Shelter
Menu: Roasted Pork, Baked Beans, Potato Salad,
Fruit Cup, Roll, Cookies & Bottle Water
Adult: $7.00 Donation Child under 12: $3.00
Purchase tickets at Mission or day of the event.
Call (309) 343.4151 for more information
For social distancing: Carry out only
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8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks
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8:30 AM Praise Team
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10:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM Jesus Freaks
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10:00 AM Worship
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Newsletter Articles Due
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Labor Day - O"ce closed

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

Monday

September 2020

7:00 PM Church
Boards

8

1
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22
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10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
5:00 PM KPCK Board
Meeting

Tuesday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
7:00 PM Bible Study
w/ Pastor Bob

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
7:00 PM Bible Study
w/ Pastor Bob

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
7:00 PM Bible Study
w/ Pastor Bob

1:30 PM Walk With
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5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1

24

17

5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal
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