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August Prayer & Planning Luncheons
Our Ministry and Trustee boards have been gathering virtually through Zoom since
March and finally met in-person last month. Summer is the time of year when they
usually gather for an annual planning meeting. This year, as you know, has been very
strange. The boards haven’t been able to do their usual annual planning meeting.
The members of the boards have agreed to undertake their annual planning meeting
differently. They have set aside three Sundays to pray and brainstorm about how to
approach ministry through the unusual challenge of the coming year. And they have
also extended the invitation to anyone who would wish to join them in their praying,
dreaming, and planning. After church, participants will go and secure a lunch and bring
it back to Luster Hall at 11:30 where we will begin the meeting while eating.
(Participants may also bring a sack lunch with their name on it and put it in the
refrigerator in the kitchen. A microwave is also available.) The meetings will last no
more than an hour. These are the dates and the topics:
August 16 - Surveying the landscape: challenges and opportunities
August 23 – Brainstorming specific ideas for ministry in the coming year
August 30 – Making the plan: identifying deadlines, resources, and champions
If you are interested in attending, please let us know so that we can plan the space
(with social distancing) accordingly.

(No, we won't be joining hands. But you get the idea.)

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor

What has God been doing in my life?
Since we reopened to in-person worship at the
beginning of July, we have had people share how
God has been working in their life during the
unusual circumstances of the pandemic. To be sure,
I have felt the stress as well. It is interesting. A crisis
will reveal character and that is not always a fun
realization. On the other hand, a crisis also provides
an opportunity to explore new horizons and to grow.
Here are a few of the areas where God has been
working in my life over the last several months:
I’m reminded that I can’t do it all. The fi rst couple of weeks we tried streaming our
service through FaceBook Live were fraught with troubles. (I called them disasters.) I can do
basic stuff with tech, but it does frustrate me when I have to learn new programs, especially
when my failures are there for everyone to see. It was a huge relief to recognize that tech stuff
was causing too much angst in my life so I turned it over to Pastor Eric. He has gracefully
accepted the challenges and met them with success.
FaceBook devotions cultivated new discipline for me. When the stay-in-place order
came down, I wondered how I could fulfi ll my role as a pastor. That’s when I started doing daily
devotions on FaceBook. (Pastor Eric did them on Wednesdays and Fridays.) I did them from
March until I went on vacation in June and I loved connecting with so many people. I couldn’t
sustain the practice indefi nitely, but I might consider doing daily devotions during a season such
as Advent or Lent. It also forced me to wake up every morning at 6 in order to be prepared.
That is a discipline that has remained, for which I am very grateful!
Weekly Communion through Zoom has been a big blessing for me. One of the central
truths of the New Testament is that we are participants with Christ in his death and resurrection.
Communion powerfully symbolizes that truth. Observing it once a week with the liturgy that
I’ve been able to memorize only enriches my understanding of Communion rather than
diminishing the experience.
Spending more time with Diane was made possible when my work days were shorter prior
to our opening in July. Though I probably still work too much or am distracted by other
diversions, our time together has become richer and more regular.
We don’t ask for challenges in life but they will always come. We can bemoan them, but they
also offer us wonderful opportunities for personal growth. That was the Apostle Paul’s
perspective: “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they
help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character
strengthens our confident hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For
we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with
his love” (Romans 5:3-5).
What has God been doing in your life?

Eric Vogel
Technologically Confused
Well we all had to get a lot better with computers
during this time huh? From teachers trying to figure
out how to teach their students through e-learning,
parents trying to help their students get connected
to the school, to so, so many Zoom meetings, it
often feels that our entire world has been moved
onto the internet.
That has even certainly been the case here at First
Baptist as well. By naturally being the most
technologically capable of our staff members, I
have often had the responsibility and inclination to
move many of our services online.
One of the things that I am personally very proud
of is a Bible study that I am a part of. We started
out virtually meeting through Zoom but have
transitioned to meeting in person once restrictions
have been lifted. It has been a great time to connect
with others and have God transform us during this
pandemic.
Another big thing that I was working on was
creating a live stream of our service. Many of you
will remember the problems that we had with
streaming the service at the beginning of the
pandemic. Our new streaming service is on
Youtube and is working much better, but there are
still bugs that happen all the time! If anyone is
interested, I would be more than happy to teach
someone how to record the service.
For a closing thought, while I am glad for the virtual
options that we have in this modern age, it can't
beat seeing your smiling faces. I pray for the day
when we can all gather together again.
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Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Wednesdays
7:00 PM - Communion with Pastor Bob
Via ZOOM

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
AUGUST 2020-COURAGE TO STAND ALONE
August 2nd - Choosing Right in an
Ungodly Culture -

Daniel 1:1-21
9th - Standing Against Idolatry Daniel 3:1-30
16th-God Rules in the Kingdom of Men Daniel 5:1-31
23rd - Remaining Faithful During
Opposition - Daniel 6:1-28
30th - God Reigns Forever - Daniel 7:1-28
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ph.309 342-0149
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MISSION MOMENTS…
As the United States and the globe deal with the death and
devastation wrought by the coronavirus, American Baptist
Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) and International
Ministries (IM), also known as the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society—on behalf of American Baptist Churches
USA—seek One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) COVID
emergency support to help families, churches and
communities find relief and recovery across the United States,
Puerto Rico and countries around the world served by IM.
The OGHS COVID RESPONSE is a two-part appeal: one
part for relief across the United States and Puerto Rico; the
second part for international relief.
Funds raised for relief across the United States and Puerto
Rico will be utilized by ABHMS as part of an emergency
strategic plan—COVID RECOVERY: Renewing Hope and
Service—currently being developed to address the far-reaching needs created by the current pandemic.
Moreover, OGHS contributions will support American Baptist regions and churches dealing with current
challenges as well as those bound to follow in the weeks and years ahead.
Specifically, donations to ABHMS’ OGHS appeal will assist with immediate needs, such as unemployment or
loss of income, housing, hunger and access to healthcare. Donations will also fund programs supporting the
well-being and mental health of faith leaders, congregations and communities. In the current context of social
distancing, as churches seek to connect with members through online connections, the need for enhanced
technology has emerged in many churches. ABHMS also seeks to support American Baptist regions,
denominationally related colleges, universities and seminaries along with community ministries
(Neighborhood Action Programs and other service organizations) that are serving families in marginalized
settings. There are also emerging needs that are not known presently.
OGHS COVID RESPONSE: INTERNATIONAL funds given for global relief will be used by IM to
respond to requests by international partners for emergency grants. Gifts will meet immediate needs for
feeding, housing and providing healthcare for persons impacted by COVID-19, with particular support for
emergent and unmet needs of refugees, asylum seekers and immigrant populations. Funds will also support
IM’s global partners at risk of suspending vital services to vulnerable members of their communities and will
facilitate activities and programs focused on sustainable solutions that address the long-term impact of the
pandemic.
IM recognizes these days as sacred time to support one another and remain connected as an American Baptist
family. Past decades of disasters did not affect our entire nation, but today American Baptists across the
country are adjusting their lives in these harsh realities of COVID-19. IM stands with you in prayer for the
many needs within your own congregations and communities in the coming months. As you prayerfully
evaluate your household resources and the tremendous needs in your local church and communities, IM
welcomes your donations to support OGHS COVID RESPONSE: INTERNATIONAL efforts outside of
the United States and Puerto Rico and will faithfully apply your gift in countries where IM serves.

We will be receiving this special offering on August 2nd
and our goal for 2020 is $1000.

Stewardship
The Faithful Giver’s 7 Great Surprise
When you begin to actively and faithfully return 10% or more of all your income to the Lord’s work, you will be surprised
at…
1.

The generous amount of money you will be able to give to the Lord’s work.

2.

The deepening of your spiritual life through trusting the Lord to meet your needs.

3.

The increased ease in which you meet your other financial obligations on the 9/10th’s of the
income you have left.
The way that starting to give 10% leads to more generous giving than you ever dreamed possible.

4.

The effect faithful giving has in making you a wiser manager over all the rest of the money and
possessions you have.

5.

The unexpected provisions that God brings into your life.

6.

And the surprise you have when you wish you had started giving 10% or more much sooner.

“I absolutely believe in the power of within. My own experience is that the more I give away,
the more that comes back.”
Ken Blanchard, Author of the “One Minute Manager”

Don’t trust in your riches, but trust in God.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Proverbs 11:28 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.
1 Timothy 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put

their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God.
John 14:1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God.

Job 31:24-28 (Job said) “If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are my

security,’ if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained...so that my heart was
secretly enticed...then these also would be sins to be judged, for
I would have been unfaithful to God on high.”
Psalm 49:6-12 (Sinners) trust in their wealth and boast of great riches. Yet they cannot redeem

themselves from death by paying a ransom to God. Redemption does not come so easily, for no one can
ever pay enough to live forever and never see the grave. Those who are wise must finally die, just like the
foolish and senseless, leaving all their wealth behind. The grave is their eternal home, where they will
stay forever. They may name their estates after themselves, but they leave their wealth to others. They
will not last long despite their riches—they will die like the animals. NLT

Thank You Notes
Galesburg Rescue Mission &
Women’s Shelter - Thanks so very
much for your donation of
bathroom tissue and other
foods. We are very thankful for
your gift of love to benefit the
poor and needy in our shelter.

All Boards Meeting
Tuesday, August 11th
7:00 p.m.
Begins together
in the LOFT

SummerHours:
Fridays 9 AM - noon

Name

Day

Haley Stevenson
Lynne Stevenson
Shane McLaren
Jeff Pemberton
Jackie Dusten
Ken Goad
Brandon Delgado
Brent Yard
Caretta Knox Van Ruler
Teresa Baxter
Kathleen DeMoss

2
3
3
7
13
13
16
21
28
29
31

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

Knox County Right to Life
Drive Through Community Baby Shower
Saturday, August 15th - 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Galesburg Women’s Pregnancy Center - 1252 W. Fremont St.

Please enter at the Colonial Baptist driveway off of Fremont Street
and exit at Court Street
The center would appreciate donations of bottles, bath towels, cribs, mattresses & pads, crib
sheets, diaper bags, diapers and wipes. Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we
receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their
needs each month are slightly different
but usually are in need of bathroom
tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap
and assorted canned goods.
You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be
placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and
the love of His church to our community.

August Dates:
13th & 27th

Curbside pick-up 5-6PM
Tompkins St. side

26

8:30 AM Praise Team
10:00 AM Worship

30

8:30 AM Praise Team
10:00 AM Worship

23

8:30 AM Praise Team
10:00 AM Worship

16

8:30 AM Praise Team
10:00 AM Worship

9

8:30 AM Praise Team
10:00 AM Worship

2

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday
27

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

3

10

31

24

17

Newsletter Articles Due

1:00 PM Sta! Meeting

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

Monday

August 2020

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

1

25

18

11

4

28

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women

Wednesday

2

26

19

12

5

29

13

6

30

5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

3

27

20

5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

Transfiguration

Thursday

Friday

4

28

21

14

7

31

8

1
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5

29

22

15

Jared & Amanda Stanley

Saturday
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