
FIRST BAPTIST family. 

Guidelines for In-Person Worship
These guidelines have been developed to ensure the health security of our gathered 
congregation. We understand that there are differences of opinions regarding COVID-19 
guidelines, but we are asking all who come to corporate worship with us to follow these out of 
love and consideration for other people.  Thank you very much for understanding and 
complying with these guidelines.  Doors will open at 9:30 AM. 
1. Masks: Please wear a mask when you enter, depart, and when we sing together.  If you do 
not have a mask, one will be provided for you.  You may remove your mask once you are 
seated and if you are not singing.  
2. Seating: Please sit only with members of your household and in designated seating.  
Closed sections of pews are clearly marked.  It is likely that you won’t be able to sit in your 
“preferred” seat that you used in the past.  Thank you for understanding.  There is some 
seating in the balcony.  Those who are physically able should consider sitting there. 
3. Physical Greetings: It’s tough, I know.  But there should be no physical greetings: hugs, 
handshakes, etc… between people who are not in your household.  Fortunately, this won’t last 
forever.  
4. Offerings: Offering plates will not be passed.  Plates will be located at the doorways for you 
to leave your offering and registration card as you exit.
5. Pens and Pencils:  Pens and pencils have been removed.  Please bring your own writing 
instrument.
6. Food and Beverage:  Food and hot beverages will not be offered at this time. ☹ You are 
free to bring a beverage as long as it is in a covered container.
7. Communion: On Communion Sundays, we will serve the elements at two stations on the 
lower floor and one station in the balcony.  When waiting to be served, be sure and leave six 
feet of social distance between people. A server will offer the bread to your cupped hands with 
“no-touch” tongs.  You may take your cup from the tray on a table where they have been 
spaced out enough to avoid touching other cups.  Take the empty cup with you and deposit it 
in the receptacle as you depart.  The pastor will explain these procedures in person before 
Communion is served.
8. Singing:  Several studies have shown that corporate singing is risky.  We have provided 
spacing between seats that exceeds CDC guidelines.  We will also likely sing less songs than 
we have done before.  We encourage you to sing, but we also insist that you wear a mask 
when you do.
9. Bulletins: Bulletins will be located on the pews where seating is allowed.  
10. Exiting:  The middle section should exit out the center two doors and the sides will exit 
through the side doors. 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We are Christ’s ambassadors. 
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him.  II Corinthians 5:18 & 20



Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor 
Welcome Back! 
I am looking forward to re-gathering in person for worship on July 5th.  I 
have truly missed you.  If  I am gaging the responses that I’ve heard from 
other people, I’m not alone in my feelings.  I am also quite aware that not 
everyone will be able to re-gather this month.  I understand.  You are not 
forgotten.  You are still a vital part of  this congregation.  If  you are able 
to return to in-person worship this month, we do ask you to faithfully 
follow the guidelines found on the first page of  this newsletter.  That’s how you can demonstrate 
love and respect for others – even if  you don’t totally agree with all of  the guidelines.   
Many of  you are probably aware that Sarah Choi will be staying with us under the new title of  
“Director of  Worship.”  When God closed the door to ministry for her in New Zealand, she said 
“yes” to staying here and preparing herself  for a vocation in worship ministry.  She has agreed to 
follow a rigorous path of  biblical and ministerial training in the next year with the goal of  
pursuing a full-time position in the future.  If  you would like to support her in her educational 
costs (over-and-above your regular giving) you may designate a gift to “Director of  Worship.”  
Just as these last three months have been very unpredictable, our immediate ministry plans 
remain quite flexible.  I will do weekly Communion on Wednesday nights via Zoom throughout 
the summer.  The youth group will continue to meet in some fashion as well.  We are eager to 
regather in Bible studies and small groups but we will be wise and discerning as we plan and 
schedule those gatherings moving into the fall.  These are trying but exciting days.  Please stay 
tuned as we endeavor to follow the Lord’s leading.  And let us be faithful to fulfill our vision: 
“Connected to Jesus to connect others to him.”  

For over 200 years, American Baptists have been 
investing in the futures of  people all around the world!  
From our local communities here in the U.S. and Puerto 
Rico, and wrapping all the way around the globe.  What 
God has done and continues to do through American 
Baptists is invest in God’s people by meeting spiritual 
and human needs. 

	 One Great Hour of  Sharing (OGHS) is one of  the American Baptist expressions of  
relief  for those who are in need now, and those that will be in need in the future.  Because 
American Baptists gave to the OGHS annual offering last year, there were resources to 
provide immediate relief  for COVID-19 recovery.  Give generously to this special offering 
for 2020 for future food relief  and economic support as well as help provide personal 
protective equipment where needed. 

When you donate to OGHS, you INVEST IN FUTURES! 

MISSION MOMENTS…



Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s 
Shelter - Thanks so very much for 
your prayers, financial support 
and other donations throughout 
the month.  We are very thankful 
for your gift of  love to benefit the 
poor and needy in our shelter. 

Angelica Mangieri & Lisa Ruaz, 
Community Glo - Thank you for 
letting us use your kitchen!  It was 
tremendously helpful to kick-start 
our program. 
We also wish good luck to KPCK 
as they get back to doing what 
they do best.  We look forward to 
partnering in serving the 
community together. 
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Thank You Notes

July Dates:  9th & 23rd 
Curbside Pick-up 
5:00 - 6:00 PM

The first Sunday of  each month 
we receive items for the Galesburg 
Rescue Mission & Women’s 
Shelter.  Their needs each month 
are slightly different but usually are 
in need of  bathroom tissue,

First Sunday Donation

napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and assorted 
canned goods.  You may bring your items to any of  
the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for 
your items to be placed.  This is a tangible way to 
show God’s love and the love of  His church to our 
community.

Name	 Day 
Noah Downin	 3 
Mekenzie Crummier	 7 
Abby Phillips	 14 
Lori Landon	 21 
Shelley Livingston	 24 
Henna Baxter	 24 
Chuck Powell	 29 
Zach Maulden	 30 
Beth Bradshaw	 31 
Lauren Livingston	 31 

If  your birthday is not listed, we 
may not have your information in 
the office.

All Boards Meeting
Tuesday, July 14th 

7:00 p.m.
Begins together 

in the LOFT

Communion 
with Pastor Bob 

Wednesday evenings 
via ZOOM @ 7:00 PM 

Contact Pastor Bob for more info and invite.

Jesus Freaks 
Sunday, July 19th 

Meet at the 
church 
6-8PM 

Minicamp the 
following week 
info to follow!
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