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We are Christ’s ambassadors.
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. II Corinthians 5:18 & 20
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Orders will be taken until March 29th for our Easter Garden on
April 12th. We will again be ordering lilies, daffodils and
hyacinths from the Green House at a cost of $9.50 each plant.
You may order in honor or memory of a loved one.
Watch the Sunday bulletin for order forms
or call the church office.

FBC Lenten Practices
February 26 - April 11
"Since then, you have been raised with Christ,
set your hearts on things above" (Col. 3:1).
In the Music Room:
Brown Bag Lunch & Prayer - Thursdays at Noon
Sunday Prayer Meeting 9:30-9:45 AM……………..

Knox County Right to Life
invites you to join them for the annual
Whole-Hog Sausage & Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, March 8th - 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall - 1556 E. Fremont St.

Suggested donation: $5.00 adult,
$2.00 Children under 12, $15.00 Family Maximum
Breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, applesauce, juice, milk and a bottomless cup of coffee!

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor

Lent and the Cruciform Life
On Wednesday night, February 26, we participated in the ancient
practice of Ash Wednesday. As a church, we have been doing an Ash
Wednesday service for quite a while but it was only last year that we
began to observe the season of Lent. Baptists are historically a
“people of the Book,” meaning that the Bible alone has been our sole
source for “faith and practice.” We’ve typically been resistant to
Church traditions that aren’t specifically prescribed in Scripture.
So why are we doing an Ash Wednesday service and observing Lent? In the last twenty
years there has been a movement to consider ancient Christian perspectives and practices
in modern evangelical churches. We’ve begun to see the wisdom of those who have come
before us and adopt some of their practices that align with and support biblical principles.
The observance of the season of Lent is one of those practices.
The New Testament makes it very clear that disciples of Jesus are to be shaped into the
fullness of his image (Eph. 4:13). Christ is formed in us (Gal. 4:19). This is basic
Christianity that so many of us miss. We are all familiar with Jesus’ command to “take up
our cross and follow him.” But how does that happen? The rich meaning of baptism
explains, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
new life” (Romans 6:4). We are formed through dying and rising with Christ. That is the
“cruciformed life.”
The observance of Lent puts dying and rising with Christ into intentional practice. So
many times, the emphasis is solely on “what am I going to give up for Lent?” That’s only
the dying part. Add something that will intentionally point you to Christ. That’s the
rising part! The beauty of observing Lent together is that we get to encourage one
another in our spiritual journey. You don’t have to participate in these specific practices
that we list below, but I do encourage you to find practices that enact both dying and
rising with Christ.
Come and die with Christ so that you might rise with him to eternal life!
FBC Lenten Community Practices:
Thursday Prayer Meeting @ Noon in the Music Room
Pre-Service Prayer Meeting Sunday @ 9:30-9:45 in the Music Room
Testimonies about how Christ is being formed in you in the Sunday Morning Service
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Eric Vogel
Slowing down during Lent
American life is crazy. Within our culture, we
always seem to be on the go, moving from one
thing to the next. I know for myself, I often end
up doing so many things that I feel that I am
burning the candle on both ends. Between
ministry work, volunteering, coaching, home life,
and seminary, who has time for anything else?
And as soon as there is another free moment, well
I might as well cram something else in there.
But we are not just a group of human doings, we
are human beings. We are called to be with Christ.
That is part of what makes the season of Lent so
intriguing, as it is a period of join Jesus in the life of
His death and resurrection.
Many times in the gospels do we see Jesus taking
time to slow down. He is focused on the moment at
hand, not on some future event. In the same way,
He is ready for the Father's will, whatever that may
be.
So my goal for this season of Lent is putting on
some quiet time, simply to be silent before the Lord
and let Him speak to me. Part of this is also being
open to His will, and hopefully some of those
moments and reminders during the day help me to
slow down and to see where God is working in the
midst of all of my craziness.
Realistically, is that not what Lent is all about?
Stopping our lives to see where God is.

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
MARCH 2020 - SHARING TRUTH WHEN NO
ONE LISTENS
March 1st - Boldly Answer God’s Call Jeremiah 1:1-19
9th - Faithfully Share God’s Message Jeremiah 7:1-34
15th-Patiently Trust God’s Sovereignty Jeremiah 12:1-17
22nd - Joyfully Hope in God’s Promise Jeremiah 31:1-40
29th - Confidently Honor God’s Word Jeremiah 36:1-32
The First Baptist family is published monthly by the
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b 309 342-0149
Email: baptist1@grics.net
Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org
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MISSION MOMENTS…

Jesus teaches us to :love your neighbor as yourself ” (Matthew 22:39). The church follows the teaching of Jesus
by reaching out to the community and providing for our neighbors’ needs, physical and spiritual alike.
Our church’s efforts are supported by American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), which
provides resources for cultivating leaders, equipping disciples, and healing and transforming communities.
Through ABHMS, we serve neighbors in Puerto Rico and other places in the United States in long-term
recovery after natural disasters. Indeed, ABHMS provides many ways to help our church love our many
neighbors, near and far!
Our church supports this work through our generous gifts to the America for Christ (AFC) Offering. Each
dollar given increases the ministry and impact of ABHMS to serve neighbors with ministries incarnating
Christ’s love, justice and compassion. Further, a portion of this offering (29%) will be shared with our
American Baptist Churches region for strengthening local church leaders through programming, pastoral
search support and other efforts to help our local church thrive, especially in these times when North America
is its own challenging mission field!
In 2019 our church’s AFC gifts supported the following ministries:
✦ “Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico – rebuilding the island one church and one building at a
time.
✦ Scholarships and Emerging Leaders – providing scholarships to students to help ease the debilitating
effects of excessive student loan debt.
✦ Immigration and Refugee Resettlement – partnering with organizations that have resettled more than
100,000 displaced persons from across the world.
✦ Rizpah’s Children – partnering with agencies that provide support to children living in poverty.
Additional supported ministries included Disaster Response, Volunteer Mobilization, Prisoner Re-entry
and Community Outreach Ministries.
America For Christ 2020 empowers our local and national efforts to “love our neighbor”. Please join us in
giving generously to this year’s AFC Offering and help us to reach our goal, as we partner with ABHMS to
love our neighbors and share the gospel.
We will be receiving this special offering on March 1st and our goal for 2020 is $1000.

Stewardship
10 Biblical Reasons to Give 10% OR MORE of Your Income to the Lord’s Work
As materialism and consumerism have continually infiltrated our lives in recent decades, many people have
drifted from any biblical moorings concerning their Christian giving. Here are 10 biblically-based reasons
to make giving 10% or more of your income your highest financial priority in life.
1. It is a proven pattern of giving done by Christ followers for many generations. In 1899, a bibliography was
compiled of books related to systematic Christian giving. There were over 500 books listed in this bibliography from
over 100 years ago, and yet many Christians today do not understand the importance of faithful giving. Scriptures:
Genesis 14:17-20, 28:16-22, Leviticus 27:30, Proverbs 3:9-10, Malachi 3:7-15, Matthew 23:23

2. It will help you reverence God more in your life. If you showed me your check book records, I would be able to
quickly tell you who or what you feel is important. By giving the best of what you have been given to God, you are
expressing your allegiance to Him and you will grow in your respect for the Lord and His working in your life.
Scriptures: Deuteronomy 14:23, Malachi 1:6-8

3. It will bring God’s wisdom and order to your finances. If I get dressed in the morning and get the first button out of
place on my shirt, all the rest of the buttons will be messed up. When it comes to finances, the first button to get in
place is your giving. When you get this area in order, everything else follows. Giving is also the only known antidote
for “affluenza” (the desire for more things) that permeates our world today. Scriptures: Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34; Luke
12:16-21, I Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19; Ecclesiastes 5:10

4. It will serve as a practical reminder that God is the Owner of everything in your life. By
faithfully giving the Lord 10% or more of all you ever receive, you are actively acknowledging
His ownership in your life. As someone once told me, “God owns it all and God loans it all.” We are not owners, only
temporary possessors and managers of what God entrusts to us during our lifetime. Scriptures:
I Chronicles 29:11-18, Psalm 24:1-2, 50:10-12, Haggai 2:8

5. It will allow you to experience God’s creative provisions. One of the most amazing things about learning to
faithfully give to the Lord is the joy so many people have experienced in receiving unexpected blessings in their
lives. When you acknowledge God’s ownership through your generous giving, you begin to experience His creative
provisions in amazing ways. Scriptures: I Kings 17, Proverbs 3:9-10, Malachi 3:7-15, Haggai 1:4-11, 2:15-19; Luke 6:38,
Deuteronomy 28, Philippians 4:15-19, Mark 12:41-44

6. It will encourage your spiritual growth and trust in God. There will be times when you will decide to be a faithful
giver of what is in your hand, even when you have no idea how you will make it through the coming day, week, or
month. But by going ahead and giving to God, your trust in the Lord will grow and you will grow in your ability to
see Him provide. Scriptures: Deuteronomy 14:23, Proverbs 3:5-6, Malachi 3:8-10, Haggai 1:4-11, 2:15-19; 2 Corinthians 8:5
7. It will ensure you of treasure in heaven. Jesus encourages you to store up treasure in heaven. The only way to do
this is to live generously now. Someone once said, “We can’t take it with us, but we can send it on ahead.” Scriptures:
I Timothy 6:18-19, Matthew 6:19-21, Hebrews 6:10, III John 8, I Samuel 30:22

8. It will strengthen the work of your local church. Many churches struggle for lack of finances. However, when
people in a congregation gain a vision for being faithful givers to God at their local church, the whole spirit of a
church begins to change -- needs are met, people are cared for, more outreach begins to take place, and long-awaited
improvements start to happen. God-given momentum builds as people honor the Lord through their giving at church.
Scriptures: Acts 2:42-47, 4:32; 2 Corinthians 9:12, 13

9. It will help provide the means to keep your pastor(s) and missionaries in full-time Christian service. It has always
been God’s plan that his servants are taken care of by his people. Across America and the world, many pastors and
missionaries are struggling financially or are even leaving the ministry because of a lack of adequate finances. Your
faithful giving can make sure this doesn’t happen among the pastors or missionaries you know. Scriptures: I Corinthians
9:9-11,14; I Timothy 5:17-18, III John 5-8, Philippians 4:15-19, Galatians 6:6, Luke 8:3, II Kings 4:8-10

10. It will help accomplish needed building projects and renovations. Some of the most exciting times in the life of a
church or ministry occur when facilities are being improved or expanded. But for building projects to succeed, large
extraordinary gifts are needed. Building projects only happen well with special gifts that are “above and beyond”
people’s normal giving. Scriptures: 2 Chronicles 24:4-14, Exodus 35,36; II Kings 12:2-16, Ezra 1:4-6, I Chronicles 29:2

Thank You Notes
Sue Vitali - Thanks so much for the
food, goodies and visit\s while I
was ill. It took much longer then
I expected to recover. Thank you
for all your prayers and good
wishes, I’m doing really good now.
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter - Thanks so very much for
your donation of canned goods
and other foods. We are very
thankful for your gift of love to
benefit the poor and needy in our
shelter.
Judson University - Thank you! We
are continuously overwhelmed by
the generosity of congregations
like yours. Because of you our
students are learning, growing,
and thriving. Your partnership
helps us as we shape lives that
shape our world.

All Boards Meeting
Tuesday, March 10th
7:00 p.m.
Begins together
in the LOFT

Name

Church Women United

Will not be meeting for the
month of February

Plan to meet again
in March and
bring a friend!

Jordyn Goedeke
Karen St George
Arlette Isala
JeriLynn Maulden
Aguy Isala
Gene Perry
Martin Wollin
Billie Sterr
Robert St George
Aria Bailey
Bob Myers
Addie Honeyman

Day
3
6
9
13
13
14
15
19
19
22
22
30

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

First Sunday Donation

Spring
Forward!
Daylight Savings
Time Begins

March 8th

The first Sunday of each month we
receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their
needs each month are slightly different
but usually are in need of bathroom
tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap
and assorted canned goods.
You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be
placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and
the love of His church to our community.

Olive Tree Wisdom
for women

heartseekers
March 27-28, 2020

at Bethel Baptist Church
Early-bird registration - $55 until March 16

March Dates: 12th & 26th
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.
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2

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

29

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

22

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

30

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

23

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

16

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

15

Newsletter Articles Due

9

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

Monday

DaylightSavingsTimeBegins

8

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday

March 2020

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Primary Election

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

31

24

17

10

3

Wednesday

1

25

18

11

4

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

2

26

19

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

5

12

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

Friday

3
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20

13

6

Saturday
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