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We are Christ’s ambassadors.
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. II Corinthians 5:18 & 20
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If the weather is bad and you are wondering if Sunday Morning Worship,
Connect or other FBC activities are cancelled, here is what you do.
We will always try to post all cancellations on our Facebook page.
We also list it with the “Galesburg Radio” stations so you may listen to
WGIL, FM95, the LASER or 105.3Kfm to hear the cancellations or
to read it on their website.

Office closed
Monday,
February 17th!
February 26th - 5:30 - 7:15 PM
This special service will be a part of our regular
Wednesday night programming designed for everyone in
the congregation. It will be similar to last year. After
our potluck dinner at 5:30, we’ll divide into age-graded
groups to help us better understand the Lenten Season
and the deep meaning of Ash Wednesday. Then we’ll
have our service together in the LOFT at 6:45. Join us
for a very meaningful time together as a family!

February Dates: 13th & 27th
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor

Stewardship Thoughts
The month of January has been a time of
reflection for me regarding the health of our
church and looking forward into our future.
The turning of the year seems to bring those
thoughts to the surface. It has taken several
months, but the trustees have worked hard to
develop financial reports that give us a good
picture of how we’ve given and what we’ve
spent. Aside from the emergency expenditure
of purchasing a new boiler at the end of 2019,
we were conservative in our spending. Moreover, we essentially met our 2019 giving goal
of $100,000. ($99,785 was the actual amount.) Thank you very much for your
faithfulness! That is something wonderful to celebrate.
During 2020, we will be issuing a monthly stewardship report, including how much we
gave and our monthly need. We’ll put the brief report in the bulletin including a
summary of the things we have observed God doing in our church during the preceding
month.
Stewardship is more than just dollars and cents. In fact, the money that you give to
ministry is simply evidence that you understand and have embraced the deeper principles
of stewardship that the Bible teaches. Stewardship is discipleship. It is an essential
understanding of a person who follows Jesus. A faithful steward is one who understands
that God owns everything; whatever a steward may possess is only on loan to him from
God. Furthermore, a steward embraces the responsibility to use those things that have
been loaned to him for the purposes of God rather than for himself. In other words, we
are simply managers of the resources God has entrusted to us and we will be held
accountable for what we have been given and how we have used it. Finally, there is a
reward for responsible stewardship of the resources that God has entrusted to us. To be
sure, the parable of the talents informs us that a reward is waiting for us on Judgement
Day. But the New Testament and the testimony of millions of Christians through the
years reveals that God amply rewards those in this life who wisely steward the resources
that he has entrusted to them.
Being a faithful steward is a lot like when your dad loaned you the keys to the car to run
an errand. Did you complete the task? Hopefully, you didn't wreck the car! Maybe you
washed it and filled it up. Your dad would have been so pleased! As you consider what
God has entrusted to you in this new year, my prayer for us all is that we will be faithful in
trusting God to provide amply for us as we give back to him for his purposes in ministry.
I’ll share some of these thoughts further with you during this month.
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Eric Vogel
Get Out of Our Comfort Zones.
Nobody likes to get out of their comfort zone.
Taking a big leap and doing something that we
feel unprepared to do can often be incredibly
difficult. It is much easier to stay inside our little
box where it is safe and warm.
However, there are a lot of opportunities for
growth and learning when we take that step
outside of our comfort zone. Think back to the
first time you went to a new school or job; you
probably felt uncomfortable! My parents still tell
me how I cried and begged them to not have to
go on the bus, but in the end, I would have never
learned as much as I did or made the friends that
I have if they would have let me stay at home.
On January 5th, the Jesus Freaks went to Aperion
to pass out a gift to the residents there. Most of
them looked very uncomfortable at first; I was
too. But that all disappeared as we saw the smiles
on the residents faces as we got to share just a bit
of Jesus's love for them. I was proud of all of our
Jesus Freaks for the way that they handled
themselves.
In Philippians 2 we read about how Jesus went
out of His comfort zone. The very God of the
universe chose to step out of His comfort zone
and become a human being. Then while still
being the all-powerful God, submitted to dying
on a cross. Nobody will ever have to get that far
out of their comfort as God becoming human
and then dying. And because He was willing to
do that, we will forever be eternally saved.
Someone once stepped out of their comfort zone
to minister to you. May we all be that for
someone else.

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
FEBRUARY 2020 - A NEW MINDSET
Feb. 2nd - God’s Design of the Mind Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 139:13-14;
Romans 8:6-7
9th - Guard Your Mind Colossians 1:13-23, 2:1-8; Proverbs 4:23;
2 Corinthians 10:4-6
16th - The Transformed Mind Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 2:3-8, 4:8-9
23rd - God’s Plan for Our Minds Colossians 3:2; Joshua 1:8; 1 Peter 1:13
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MISSION MOMENTS…

Jesus teaches us to :love your neighbor as yourself ” (Matthew 22:39). The church follows the teaching of Jesus
by reaching out to the community and providing for our neighbors’ needs, physical and spiritual alike.
Our church’s efforts are supported by American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), which
provides resources for cultivating leaders, equipping disciples, and healing and transforming communities.
Through ABHMS, we serve neighbors in Puerto Rico and other places in the United States in long-term
recovery after natural disasters. Indeed, ABHMS provides many ways to help our church love our many
neighbors, near and far!
Our church supports this work through our generous gifts to the America for Christ (AFC) Offering. Each
dollar given increases the ministry and impact of ABHMS to serve neighbors with ministries incarnating
Christ’s love, justice and compassion. Further, a portion of this offering (29%) will be shared with our
American Baptist Churches region for strengthening local church leaders through programming, pastoral
search support and other efforts to help our local church thrive, especially in these times when North America
is its own challenging mission field!
In 2019 our church’s AFC gifts supported the following ministries:
✦ “Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico – rebuilding the island one church and one building at a
time.
✦ Scholarships and Emerging Leaders – providing scholarships to students to help ease the debilitating
effects of excessive student loan debt.
✦ Immigration and Refugee Resettlement – partnering with organizations that have resettled more than
100,000 displaced persons from across the world.
✦ Rizpah’s Children – partnering with agencies that provide support to children living in poverty.
Additional supported ministries included Disaster Response, Volunteer Mobilization, Prisoner Re-entry
and Community Outreach Ministries.
America For Christ 2020 empowers our local and national efforts to “love our neighbor”. Please join us in
giving generously to this year’s AFC Offering and help us to reach our goal, as we partner with ABHMS to
love our neighbors and share the gospel.
We will be receiving this special offering on March 1st and our goal for 2020 is $1400.

Stewardship
The desire for “more” can be a destructive force to your life and faith.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
1 Timothy 6:9-10

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.
Hebrews 13:5

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what
you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
Ecclesiastes 5:10,12

Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied with his income...The abundance of a rich man permits him no
sleep.
Proverbs 20:17

Some men enjoy cheating, but the cake they buy with such ill-gotten
gain will turn to gravel in their mouths. TLB
Proverbs 20:21
Habakkuk 2:9

Quick wealth is not a blessing in the end. TLB
How terrible it will be for you who get rich by unjust means! NLT

Proverbs 11:24

It is possible to give freely and become more wealthy, but those who are
stingy will lose everything. NLT

It’s not the high cost of living, it’s the cost of living too high
that gets most people in trouble.
When your outgo exceeds your income,
your upkeep will lead to your downfall.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg
Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are
slightly different but usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins,
dish soap, laundry soap and assorted canned goods. You may bring
your items to any of the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket
for your items to be placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s
love and the love of His church to our community.

Thank You Notes
Katy Emstrom - Thank you so much
for the delicious assortment of
goodies you sent for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. I liked all the
treats from the Thanksgiving
basket, whoever made the bread,
it was delicious. I loved the card
the children made. I enjoyed the
cookies, candy, etc. from the
Christmas plate also. Thanks to
Mike Inness for delivering them
both.
The Delgado Family - Thank you all
so much for the help you have
given to our family. We dearly
appreciate coming to church and
enjoy hearing the sermon that
Pastor Bob gives. We have been
going for several years and love
seeing all the new and familiar
faces. Thank you all so much for
all you do!
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter - Truly 2020 is another year
of service for Christ and His
Kingdom to those in need of
shelter, food, clothing, and
spiritual help as well. Thanks for
your faithful and sacrificial
support that makes these vital
ministries a reality in Galesburg.
Your gifts are truly appreciated
and such a great blessing to the
poor, needy, homeless, abused,
addicted, ex-inmates and others
from our communities.

The family of Marge Coon - Thank
you all so much for keeping our
family in your thoughts and
prayers during mom’s hospital
stay and especially during her
passing. A big thank you to
Pastor Bob for doing the service
and the ladies of the church for
the luncheon after. Also a big
thank you to those who gave to
the Knox County Humane
Society in mom’s memory. You’ll
never know how much you all
meant to mom, she loved her
church family and so do we.

All Boards Meeting
Tuesday, February 18th
7:00 p.m.
Begins together
in the LOFT Trustees will
meet prior to the All
Boards at 6:00 p.m. in the
Judson Room

Olive Tree Wisdom

Name

Tanner Maulden
Diane Myers
Alissa Kremer
Chelsea Stevenson
Kay Johnson
Caroline Baxter
Michael Inness
Marci Selman
Mark Hartman
Allison Ryner
Mackenzie Landon
Leola Schlaf
Robin Ryner
Brittany Galloway
Ann Schertz

Day
4
5
13
13
14
14
19
19
20
20
22
23
25
26
26

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure
screenings thanks to a few
of our nurses in the
congregation
volunteering
their time.
Stop by the
LOFT and get
it checked out!

for women

SAVE THE DATES: heartseekers
March 27-28, 2020 at Bethel Baptist Church
Early-bird registration - $55 until March 16

Church Women United

Will not be meeting for the
month of February

Plan to meet again
in March and
bring a friend!

26

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

23

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

16

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

9

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

2

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday
27

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

24

President'sDay:O"ceClosed

17

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

Newsletter Articles Due

10

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

3

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

Monday

February 2020

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

25

18

11

4

28

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women

Wednesday

26

19

12

5

29

13

27

20

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

6

30

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

Friday

28

21

14

7

31

Saturday
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29

22

15

8

1
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