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We are Christ’s ambassadors.
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. II Corinthians 5:18 & 20
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Operation Christmas Child 2019

Each year has been remarkable and this year is no exception. This year
our congregation gave 62 shoe box gifts and we also received a total of 1017
from the community as a Galesburg-area Drop-Off Location. WOW!! Just
think of the children who have the opportunity to receive gift-filled boxes and
hear the Good News of God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ. Thanks to the
mission-minded people like you, groups, and churches who sent shoe boxes.
At the time of publishing the FBC Newsletter there was not a final total
from Peoria Collection Center yet but I will get that umber to you as
soon as it’s announced. It takes a TEAM to collect that many shoeboxes
and send them on their way for processing and shipping but finally for
distribution to those special children. May their hearts be touched with
these simple gifts and may their hearts be open to the message of the Lord’s saving grace.
Now nothing is more critical than dedicated prayer support. Planning, media coverage, national partnerships, and
hardworking, passionate volunteers are all vital parts of OCC, but the most important component is the prayers
of people just like you.
Thank you to everyone who filled shoebox gifts. Let us also be in prayer for 2020.

Advent

Season

Join us for this special event that allows you to enjoy fellowship
with your sisters & brothers Christ at FBC while having fun with the
end result bringing great joy to others by beautifying the sanctuary
for the Christmas season!
Sunday, December 1st at 3:00 PM and you are encouraged
to bring a soup, sandwich or dessert!!

CHRISTMAS EVE

Wed., December 24th - 6:30 p.m.
Join us for a celebration of Christ’s birth
with a Christmas message, carols by
candlelight, and a special children’s story!

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor

Advent: Key to a Counter-Cultural Christmas
It has been the lament of serious Bible-believing Christians for
the last thirty or so years that Christmas has been hijacked by
the secular culture. Indeed, it has. Our capitalist system
greedily anticipates these last two months of the calendar year
as retailers do at least half of their total sales during the
Christmas season. Most of the narratives surrounding this
season are dedicated to a Jolly Old Elf, escapades in the snow,
decorations, and family get-togethers.
It’s not that I begrudge those good things. They’re wonderful.
Enjoy! But, as far as contemporary culture is concerned, Jesus
has very little to do with Christmas. How can the Church keep Christ in the center of this season? In
the last ten years, I have found that a traditional observance of Advent is a powerful antidote to the
culture’s Christ-less Christmas.
Advent is more than just an onramp to Christmas Day. It is a season of intentional spiritual reflection.
And each week provides a prescribed pathway to our renewal. On the first Sunday of Advent, we focus
on the sure hope of Jesus’ return. For those who haven’t observed Advent before, it seems a little strange
that we’re not singing Christmas carols the first Sunday after Thanksgiving. Be patient. Waiting is
central to the Advent experience. Anticipation magnifies fulfillment when it finally comes. On the
second Sunday we often consider the ministry of John the Baptist, embracing the spiritual truth that
repentance is the only pathway to peace. The third week in Advent is Joy Sunday. Pastor Eric Vogel will
bring the message that Sunday which moves us ever closer to the day in which we celebrate Jesus’ first
coming. The focus of the fourth Sunday of Advent is the love of God expressed in his promise of a
Savior. Our anticipation is finally rewarded on Christmas Eve when we tell the wonderful story of Jesus’
birth at a beautiful candlelight service.
We will add one other element to our worship services this Advent season. Without a doubt, the most
effective way to keep Christ at the center of our corporate worship is to celebrate him at the Lord’s
Table. On the first Sunday of Advent, we will observe Communion as we usually do with the passing of
the elements. For the other three Sundays, we come forward to receive the elements. I know that this is
quite different for us as a church. But I am confident that you are ready to receive the blessing that God
has for us during this Advent Season. I look forward each week to worshipping with you.
Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus!

The Myers Christmas Open House
1548 N. Prairie St.

December 15th - 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
We’ve decked the halls and trimmed
the tree so join us for fellowship and
Christmas goodies!

Eric Vogel
It Is All Greek to Me
Well, my first
quarter of
seminary is
already done.
At Northern
Seminary, the
school year is
divided up into four quarters. The typical
student might take two classes at a time. For
my first quarter, I started with Christian
Theology I and Greek Tools and New
Testament Interpretation.
Both have been interesting and informative
classes. Christian Theology I focuses on the
basics of Christianity.
Mostly, that has
entailed the resurrection of Jesus, the dual
nature of His incarnation, and the nature of
the Trinity. Many of these topics we have
heard or talked about, but this class dove
deeper. It is one of those things though that
the more you learn about it, the more you
find that you do not know. Our God truly is
unfathomable.
The other class has mostly been Greek. Not
going to lie, this seems to be one of the more
challenging courses to take. If you think
English is difficult, try Greek. Specifically, the
particular brand of Greek that was used by
the common people during the time of the
New Testament. This course really stressed
how important it is to understand what the
original author meant in their own language.
This is something that is often discussed in
Pastor Bob's Bible study on Wednesday nights
where they learn How to Read the Bible for all its
Worth. If you are not currently engaged on
Wednesday nights, I would encourage it.
I look forward to continuing to share the
knowledge and training that has been
provided to me with you all.

CARE
A
R

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
8:15 a.m. - Men Meet
9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 5
Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
DECEMBER 2019 - THE PROMISE OF HOPE
Dec 1st - Call for Repentance Isaiah 1:1-31
8th - Warning of Judgement -Isaiah 24:1-23
15th - Th Gift of Peace - Isaiah 26:1-21
22nd - Promise of a Savior Isaiah 7:1-16; 9:2-7; Luke 2:25-38

29th - Hope for the Nations - Isaiah 49:1-26

The First Baptist family is published monthly by the
First Baptist Church, 169 S. Cherry St.,
Galesburg, Illinois 61401
Office Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.–12 p.m., 1p.m. –5p.m.
b 309 342-0149
Email: baptist1@grics.net
Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org

STAFF
Senior Pastor ........................................Dr. Bob Myers
Director of Discipleship ..............................Eric Vogel
Administrative Assistant .......................Sherri Kremer
Worship Intern ..........................................Sarah Choi

MISSION MOMENTS…
“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those
who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and
who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love
because of their work.”
— 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 (NIV)
In this scripture, Paul pleas with members of the church to value and
acknowledge leaders of the church as messengers of Christ. Respect of
church leadership is essential for the health of individual believers and
the entire congregation.
Beginning in the mid-1930s, American Baptist congregations received a Communion Fellowship
Offering on the first Sunday of each month providing financial assistance to the denomination’s elderly
ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses. In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA officially
launched the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to continue this tradition.
RMMO provides financial support to retired ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses who
have helped build and sustain our churches.
Thank You checks, as well as emergency financial assistance, are made possible
by the contributions of American Baptist congregations. The financial assistance
restores that lifeline and ongoing connection to the ABC family.
Rooted in thankfulness, RMMO acknowledges the individual acts of support and
faith that recipients have shown to their congregations and communities.
Every contribution makes a difference. These heartfelt expressions of
appreciation for the offering reiterate the importance of sustaining the mission:
“The MMBB Thank You check is gratefully received as I face increased medical
expenses and yearly housing costs. I cherish the memory of more than forty years
pastoral service and warm fellowship in our churches and regional work. I am 92
years old and continue to teach a weekly Bible class of 31 senior citizens.”
— Retired Pastor from Harrisburg, PA
“My main income comes from you and I was very grateful for the gift and do thank you. This area was
having a huge storm when the gift came, and it was a blessing on a dark day of heavy snow with good
days ahead.”
— Retired Widow from Altoona, PA
“In our retirement we are grateful for your financial expertise. We are always thankful for the RMMO
check each year. It is always a blessing to know our ABC family loves us and appreciates the many
years we served our Lord.”
— Retired Couple from Wichita, KS
Recipients of Thank You checks express gratitude not only for the gift but for less tangible benefits,
such as evidence of God’s providential care, encouragement, hope and assurance that they have not
been forgotten by their ABC family.

We will be receiving this special offering at our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and through
the month of December. Our 2019 goal is $1400, please partner with us to honor those who
have provided guidance and inspiration to our congregation and community.

Stewardship
Don’t live for this life, but for your heavenly home.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Luke 16:9

(Jesus said) “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”
Hebrews 11:13-16

These men of faith...agreed that this earth was not their real home but that
they were just strangers visiting down here...they were looking forward to their real home in
heaven. If they had wanted to, they could have gone back to the good things of this world. But
they didn’t want to. They were living for heaven. And now God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for he has made a heavenly city for them. TLB
Hebrews 13:14,16

For this world is not our home; we are looking forward to our everlasting
home in heaven...Don’t forget to do good and to share what you have. TLB
Hebrews 11:10

(Abraham) was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect
and builder is God.
1 Corinthians 3:12-15

If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones,
wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.
It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has
built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be
saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.
2 Corinthians 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

Our real worth is what will be ours in eternity.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs
each month are slightly different but usually are in need of
bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and assorted
canned goods. You may bring your items to any of the
sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for your items to be
placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and the love
of His church to our community.

Thank You Notes
Judson University - Thank you!
Your generosity makes it possible
for us to hold fast to the words of
Matthew 6:33 and seek God’s
kingdom first because we know he
provides in all situations. You
make the Judson family stronger.
Because of your generosity,
students like Davide DiCostanzo
experience a loving community
that supports his academic and
professional growth. “Judson has
given me so many chances to grow as a
person and as a businessman. Judson
was more than I expected. Campus
events, friendships, the soccer team, and
clubs are just some examples of what
made Judson my second home,”
Davide describes. Your
investment is a blessing that not
only impacts the lives of all
Judson students, but also goes on
to shape the world.
Bacone College - Thank you for
your continued belief in our
students and in the future of
Bacone. We are continuing to rise
from the ashes like the phoenix!
Your donation and generosity
truly make a difference to our
students and to the community
we serve. Although we have made
great strides during 2018/19
school year, our work is not yet
done. We recently welcomed 274
new students to Bacone, of which,
65% are enrolled in a federally
recognized American Indian
tribe. We are continuing to

realign the original mission of
Bacone College, which is to
educate American Indians in a
nurturing Christian environment.
We must continue to RISE!

Name
Church Women United
First Church of God
1080 Harrison St

Thur., Dec. 5th
9:15 AM
Joyce McGraw will
present a program
of Christmas Music
and Memories. All
area women are
invited. Members are
asked to bring a nonperishable item for a
food pantry. Plan to
bring a friend and join us.

Sami Wollin
Harold Bradshaw
Jan Bodenhamer
Bonnie Yard
Katy Emstrom
Noelle Delgado
Riley Stevenson
Jamie Powell
Mike Inness
Dbi Collier
Min Lam
Marge Coon
Ginny Clay
Cheryl Siems
Morgan Mitchell
Zach Mitchell

Day
6
9
11
11
12
12
13
16
18
18
18
21
26
27
29
29

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure
screenings thanks
to a few of our
nurses in the
congregation
volunteering their
time. Stop by the LOFT
and get it checked out!

All Boards Meeting
Tuesday, December 10th
7:00 p.m.
Begins together
in the LOFT

December Date: 12th *ONLY*
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.

1

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

29

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

22

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

15

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

8

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday
2

9

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

30

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

23

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

16

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

Newsletter Articles Due

11:00 AM Sta! Meeting

Monday

December 2019

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

O"ce closes at noon

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

O"ce closes at noon

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

31

24

17

10

3

25

18

11

4

NewYear'sDay-O"ceClosed

1

Christmas-O"ce Closed

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women

Wednesday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

5

12

2

26

19

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

Friday

3

27

20

13

6

Saturday
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4

28

21

14

7

FIRST BAPTIST family
169 South Cherry Street
Galesburg, IL 61401-4595
Return Service Requested

FIRST BAPTIST family
the

