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We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
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We celebrated the end of our CONNECT year with a potluck family dinner,
singing, dancing, awards, and lots of fun! Enjoy the pictures above and share
them with families that would like join us in September.
A big thanks to all our amazing volunteers who served all season long. It has
been so exciting to see the work God is doing in the lives of our families that
CONNECT on Wednesday nights. Everyone enjoy your summer and
we will see you back at CONNECT in September!
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Worship at the Lake
June 2nd
Lake Storey Shelter #1
Bring your lawn chairs & favorite dish to share to join in the worship,
food, fellowship & fun!
The church will be grilling hamburgers & brats,
& will provide drinks and table service.

Pastor Bob, Senior Pastor
How to Pray in a Group

During the six weeks of Lent, we held several simple prayer services, Monday through Saturday: one in
the morning and one in the late afternoon. Most of the time, others joined me for prayer. It was good
even when no one showed because I still met with the Lord in prayer. Next year, we’ll make Lent a
season of prayer together again.
There is nothing that stimulates and encourages me more in my spiritual life than praying with other
people. Not music. Not preaching. I am finding that prayer is the most dynamic and exciting thing we
can do in church life. Why is that? It’s because when people genuinely pray in a group, they open up
their hearts and lives before each other in transparency. God honors such vulnerability and manifests his
presence powerfully among us.
The church in the Book of Acts was known for their corporate prayer life. Under the threat of
persecution, the people joined together in fervent prayer. Luke described it, “After they prayed, the place
where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word
of God boldly” (Acts 4:31). I see no reason why that can’t happen at First Baptist. Brooklyn Tabernacle
is a church that has experienced explosive growth in the last thirty years. Their gospel choir has won
numerous prestigious music awards. But the most powerful meeting that the church has each week is its
Tuesday night prayer meeting. According to Pastor Jim Cymbala, that is where everything happens.
I have found, unfortunately, that many folks are afraid to pray out loud in groups. It seems that it is often
left to the few “spiritual” ones to do the praying. This is most unfortunate because everyone has the
same standing and voice before God. Fancy words and pious tones don’t impress the Father. It’s the
heart that matters. And if you are a Christian, you have a heart that can and should connect with God
and others in corporate prayer. I offer a few simple suggestions for praying in a group:
Listen. Listen carefully to the needs of others. There’s usually more to their concern than what they
just express in words. Listen with empathy, with your heart, because you will be joining your heart with
theirs as you bear their burdens with them in prayer.

Be Courageous. I know praying out loud in
front of others is very intimidating for many
people. Perhaps you’re afraid you won’t sound
spiritual enough. You might think you don’t
know how to pray. Just open your heart to God
and to others through your words and let them
flow. You may not realize the incredible spiritual
power that is released when you are honest before
God and others. But that’s where things happen.
I am always blessed when I hear others pray. Big
words and fancy phrases mean nothing in prayer.
It’s all about honesty and vulnerability.
Start with Praise and Thanksgiving. We
have a great God who has done great things for
us. Rehearse those things in prayer and it will
strengthen your faith and the faith of others to
pray to a God who is able to hear and answer
your requests.
Pray God’s Will. The Bible says that when we
ask God things that are according to his will he
hears and answers those prayers (I John 5:15).
That’s an incredible promise! And Jesus clearly
taught us to pray that God’s will would come
here on earth as it is in heaven. “Well, how
would I know how to pray God’s will?” you ask.
Pray Scripture or pray the principles of
Scripture. Pray the things you know are taught in
Scripture with great confidence. Things like,
“Strengthen their faith” or “Grant us peace.”
God will hear and answer those prayers!
I firmly believe that nothing of any consequence
will happen for the Kingdom of God without
prayer. I need you and you need me. We need
each other to open our lives and our hearts in
prayer before God’s throne of grace. If we can
learn to do that together, I believe we’ll see this
pace shaken. With hearts aflame, please join me
in prayer!
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Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
MAY 2019 - LIFE’S BIG QUESTIONS
May 5 - How Can I Know God Exists?
Genesis 1:1; Romans 1:19-20; 2:12-15;
Psalm 19:1; 148:1-14; Hebrews 10:1-6
12th - Why Is Every Life Valuable?
Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7; 9:5-6; Jeremiah 1:5;
Psalm 139:13-16
19th-What Makes Christianity Unique?
1 Corinthians 15:1-19; Mark 1:14-20;
John 21:25; Matthew 8:27;
Romans 3:21-26
26th - Why Is Jesus the Only Way?
John 14:6; 8:24; Romans 3:10-26;
Galatians 2:16

The First Baptist family is published monthly by the
First Baptist Church, 169 S. Cherry St.,
Galesburg, Illinois 61401
Office Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.–12 p.m., 1p.m. –5p.m.
b 309 342-0149
Email: baptist1@grics.net
Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org
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MISSION MOMENTS…
Everywhere we turn, it seems there
are communities in connect and
chaos around our world. We hear of
families being separated from their
homes or each other because of
disasters. Maybe it is because of a
volcanic eruption in Indonesia, or
because of wars and political turmoil
in Syria and East Africa, or because
of violence in Central America.
Daily we hear of such news and our
hearts pull us toward God.
In the midst of suffering and
uncertainty, God pulls us, calls us,
uses us to be compassionate. We, the
Church, are called to be God’s
Now to God be the glory, who by the power at
compassion at work in the world,
work within us is able to accomplish
helping to rebuild and create a better
abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine.
Ephesians 3:20
world for all.
The world we are being called to create may seem beyond what we can imagine. But it is a
world the God can imagine.
Through One Great Hour of Sharing we are creating, together, a world where families have
access to clean water, education and medical care–where they can find new hones without
persecution; it is a world where there is shalom. And you are making that possible. You are
making what God imagines for this world a reality.
Thank You for playfully considering what your gift will be for One Great Hour of
Sharing 2019. Together we are transforming lives in ways that are more than we
can imagine.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg
Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are slightly
different but usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap,
laundry soap and assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to
any of the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for your items to be
placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and the love of His
church to our community.

Stewardship
Don’t trust in your riches, but trust in God.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Proverbs 11:28

Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

1 Timothy 6:17

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God.
John 14:1

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God.

Job 31:24-28

(Job said) “If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are my security,’ if I
have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained...so that my heart was secretly
enticed...then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high.”
Psalm 49:6-12

(Sinners) trust in their wealth and boast of great riches. Yet they cannot redeem
themselves from death by paying a ransom to God. Redemption does not come so easily, for no one can
ever pay enough to live forever and never see the grave. Those who are wise must finally die, just like
the foolish and senseless, leaving all their wealth behind. The grave is their eternal home, where they will
stay forever. They may name their estates after themselves, but they leave their wealth to others. They
will not last long despite their riches—they will die like the animals. NLT

Are you rich?
Did you realize that if you personally make more than
$1500 per year you are richer than 75% of the world’s 6+ billion people!
To find out how your income compares to everyone else in the world go to: www.globalrichlist.com

May Dates: 9th & 23rd
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.

Sunday, May 26th
Graduate Recognition
Please join us as we recognize those who have graduated high school or
college. We will also be recognizing the children moving on to 3rd grade.
So if you or someone in your family is graduating high school
or college please make sure and contact the church office
so everyone will be recognized.

Thank You Notes
ignite Retreat - Thank you for your
gift to the ignite Retreat! You
paved the way or students at 5
colleges in our region to have a
genuine encounter with Jesus and
recognize their calling to impact
their campuses. We appreciate
your commitment to helping
ignite students with a greater
passion to pursue Christ and
transform their colleges for Him!
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter - Truly, it is very
appreciated! Your wonderful
support enables us to supply the
homeless not only with their
physical needs of shelter, food and
clothing, but also their spiritual
need of forgiveness, healing,
salvation, and a transformed life
through Jesus Christ! We daily try
to share God’s love to the abused,
addicted, poor, hurting, needy, exinmates and anyone who comes
through our doors.
Judson University - Thank you! On
behalf of the staff, faculty, and
students at Judson University, I
would like to thank you for your
faithful giving. Your generosity
enables our students to develop
their interests fully so that when
they leave the Judson campus they
are prepared to shape the world
for Jesus Christ.

Church Women United
Faith United Methodist
886 E. Knox St

Thur., May 2nd
9:15 AM

Church Women
United May
fellowship day will be
observed with a program
prepared by the
Church Women
United. All
women in area are
invited to attend!
Bring a friend and join us!

Name

James Hunt
Connor Sterr
Kevin Lynn
Chris Beyler
Chuck Atwater
Stan Farmer
Carol Lynn
Grace Goad

Day
11
14
19
22
24
26
26
27

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure screenings thanks to
a few of our nurses in the congregation
volunteering their time. Stop by the LOFT
and get it checked out!

Sunday, May 12th

American Baptist Women
Wednesday, May 15
Perkins at 9:15 a.m.
All Women are
welcome!

Monday, May 27th - Office Closed

28

29

19

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

26

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
27

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

Memorial Day

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

20

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

Mother's Day

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Newsletter Articles Due

13

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

6

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

Mother's Day

12

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

5

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday

May 2019

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

28

21

14

7

30

8

1

29

22

15

JohnF.Kennedy'sBirthday

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women

6:00 PM Volunteer
Banquet

Wednesday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

9

2

23

16

30

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

National Day of Prayer

Thursday

Friday

31

24

17

10

3

Saturday
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