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We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
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March 6th - 5:30 PM
Beginning with a Family Potluck
Luster Fellowship Hall
We will begin the Ash Wednesday Celebration with a potluck.
Join us and please bring your favorite dish to share!

6:00 - 7:15 PM

This special service will be a part of our regular Wednesday night
programming designed for everyone in the congregation.
It will be quite different this year. After our potluck dinner
at 5:30, we’ll divide into age-graded groups to help us
better understand the Lenten Season and the deep meaning
of Ash Wednesday. Then we’ll have our service together in
the sanctuary at 6:45.

Join us for a very meaningful time together as a family!!

All Church Meeting
Sunday, March 10th
Immediately Following the Service
A tentative, all-church, informational meeting will be
held immediately following the service to discuss and
possibly decide on a staffing position.

March Dates: 14th & 28th
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.

Spring
Forward!
Daylight Savings
Time Begins

March 10th

Dorothy Lam, Moderator

Leading by Discerning God’s Will
Most church goers are familiar with the
customary committees and boards that
make up a church’s governance. While
many people grow tired of serving on
them, they have become seemingly
permanent fixtures. They follow a
business model: setting an agenda, using
Roberts Rules of Order, and voting to
approve minutes, proposals, and
initiatives. Consensus can be built among
the board members but there can also be
tension and division. The majority gets
their way and the minority’s wishes are abandoned. This does not sound like Christian unity.
Fortunately, there is another way to lead and make decisions that honors everyone’s perspective and
seeks to find God’s heart and mind in the matter. It is called discerning God’s will. It comes right out of
Scripture. We see it in Acts 15 where Peter and the other leaders work out how to incorporate Gentiles
into the Jewish Christian fellowship. In Acts 1 when the remaining 11 disciples decide which other
disciple should take Judas’ place. And in Acts 13 when the Antioch church hears the Holy Spirit say,
“set aside for me Saul and Barnabas to do the work to which I have called them.” In each of these
cases, prayer, sharing, listening, relying on scripture and surrendering to God’s will describe this better
way.
Recently, the Trustees and the Ministry Board at First Baptist went through a discernment process that
reflected these biblical insights to determine how to proceed with a vacant staff position. First, we
recognized that what we want may not be what God wants. We tend to willfully asserting our own
wishes, but we must strive to willingly surrendering to God’s desire.
Part of this process is spending time talking about all our options and gathering information. We
considered who we are as a church family and what work God had done among us so far.
Next, we took time for prayer and took prayer over time. It was very helpful to pray and discuss, then
take a week off from discussing and just pray. The leaders needed time to let the information settle and
to become aware of other questions or concerns. Consolation and desolation are feelings that emerge as
each option is considered in turn. These come from our hearts and indicate a life-giving connection to
God and others, or a disconnection for God and others. We prayed for insight as well as for the Holy
Spirit to reveal God’s plan and desire in our situation.
Because God is good, we can trust him. Because he promises to give wisdom to any who ask, we can
confidently wait for him. This may seem like a lot of wasted time, but it is not. We cannot afford NOT
to know what God wants for us to do. Henry Blackaby says, “God is under no obligation to make your
plans successful, but He will go to enormous lengths to ensure that His will is done.” One of those
lengths is to patiently wait for his people to prayerfully listen and seek Him for our direction of ministry.
I have found that going through this seemingly unproductive process of discernment is the best way to
honor everyone’s perspective, to humbly pray for each other and for our church’s mission, and to learn
to rely completely on the leading of the Holy Spirit. It brings glory to God to see fellow believers work
in unity on a decision. Let the Holy Spirit show us this “most excellent way.”
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Pastor Bob
Living and Dying Through Lent
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires”.
(Rom. 13:14)
For many years, our
church has observed
Ash Wednesday but
not Lent. Observing
Ash Wednesday is
actually quite adventurous for a Baptist
church and I was thrilled when I learned that
we had a history of that practice.
But
observing Ash Wednesday without Lent is
sort of like getting married and then living in
separate apartments. The whole purpose of
Ash Wednesday is to launch you into the
forty-day season of Lent.
Our Christian faith is based on dying and
rising with Christ. That’s what baptism
symbolizes. The Lord’s Table, too, includes
the idea of deliverance through identifying
with Jesus in his death and resurrection. Lent
is exactly that. It’s not just a “putting off ” of
something – dying – (like meat, sweets,
Facebook, or any other thing that captures
too much of our attention) but also a “putting
on” of Christ – rising – through spiritual
practices. This year, we are planning short
morning and evening prayer services at 9 AM
and 5:15 PM in the church library, MondaySaturday. Each service will be about 15-20
minutes with Scripture and prayer. Children
and youth are encouraged to participate as
well.
We’ll share many more details at our Ash
Wednesday potluck meal (5:30) and service
on March 6th and in the bulletin throughout
the season. Come, live through dying with
Christ during the dynamic season of Lent.
And just as daffodils and tulips rise from
earth, so too, your life will blossom anew from
the rich soil of spiritual practices.

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays

8:15 a.m. - Men Meet

9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 5
Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room

Here is the schedule of D6 Fusion
Magazine topics for the month:
MARCH - CHASING THE WIND
Mar. 3 - The Search for Meaning Ecclesiastes 1:1-18
Mar. 10 - Empty Pursuits Ecclesiastes 2:1-26
Mar. 17 - Life Contradictions Ecclesiastes 5:8–6:12
Mar. 24 - The Value of Wisdom Ecclesiastes 9:7-18

The First Baptist family is published monthly by the
First Baptist Church, 169 S. Cherry St.,
Galesburg, Illinois 61401
Office Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.–12 p.m., 1p.m. –5p.m.
b 309 342-0149
Email: baptist1@grics.net
Web page: www.fbcgalesburg.org

STAFF
Senior Pastor ........................................Dr. Bob Myers
Administrative Assistant .......................Sherri Kremer

MISSION MOMENTS…
The Lord Jesus Christ intends
every member of the church to
do the work of the ministry. The
intention of ministry is to build
up each other’s faith and love.
God’s design is to use human
support and encouragement to
sustain the faith of Gods children
and to lighten the burdens they
bear in the service of love for
their community.
We are motivated and
inspired by American Baptist
Home Mission
Societies’ (ABHMS) America for
Christ (AFC) 2019 “Healing
Communities” theme, based on Galatians 6:9-10: Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers (NIV).
The “Healing Communities” theme is a passionate
reminder to join with diverse communities in engaging
existing resources, expanding our understanding, and
nurturing community healing that encourages mutual
transformation.
America For Christ 2019 encourages us to engage in
service to the church and the community. For many, that
may be the way they experience the love of Christ in us.

On Sunday, March 3rd please join in giving
generously to this year’s AFC offering and help
us to reach our goal of $1200 as we partner with
American Baptist Home Mission Societies’ in healing communities.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are slightly different but
usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be placed. This is a tangible
way to show God’s love and the love of His church to our community.

Stewardship
Set up a plan to faithfully give 10% OR MORE of your financial
resources to the Lord’s work.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Luke 11: 42

(Jesus said) “Though you are careful to tithe even the smallest part of your income, you
completely forget about justice and the love of God. You should tithe, yes, but you should not leave these
other things undone.” TLB
Deuteronomy 14:22-23

“Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce...The purpose of
tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your lives.” TLB
Exodus 22:29 “You must be prompt in giving Me the tithe...” TLB
Genesis 14:20

“Abram gave...a tenth of everything.”

Malachi 3:8-11

“Will a man rob God? Surely not! And yet you have robbed me. ‘What do you mean?
When did we ever rob you?’ ‘You have robbed me of the tithes and offerings due to me. And so the
awesome curse of God is cursing you...Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so that there will be food
enough in my Temple; if you do, I will open up the windows of heaven for you and pour out a blessing
so great you won’t have room enough to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you! Your crops will be
large, for I will guard them from insects and plagues. Your grapes won’t shrivel away before they ripen,’
says the Lord Almighty.” TLB
2 Chronicles 31:5,12

“The people responded immediately and generously with the first of their crops
and grain, new wine, olive oil, money, and everything else...a tithe of all they owned. They faithfully
brought in the contributions, tithes and dedicated gifts.”

Giving 10% isn’t the ceiling of giving; it’s the floor.
It’s not the finish line of giving’ it’s just the starting blocks.

Women’s Community Lenten Series 2019
First Christian Church

God

301 N. Broad St.

say you
are?

Wednesdays - 9:30 a.m.
March 6 to April 10
March 6th
You Bear No
Shame
Mindi Banning

March 13th
You Are Fully
Known
Jeanie Neubert

Where does

March 20th
You Can
Stand Tall
Kathleen Geeseman

March 27th
You Can Pray
Boldly
Paula Helle

Thank You Notes
The family of Jerry Daniels - Our
family is very appreciative of the
church family. We are so thankful
for all the prayers, visits, cards
and food we received while Jerry
was ill and after his passing.
Thanks you also for all the
desserts provided for the funeral
dinner.
Knox Prairie Community Kitchen Board
- Thank you for collecting hats,
gloves, scarves, coats, and other
clothing that we were able to
distribute to our guests at our
February 14th meal. What a
wonderful addition they were to a
warm meal and groceries! We are
so very grateful to all of you for
welcoming KPCK into this very
special partnership. If you
haven’t had a chance to join us for
supper we hope that you will
soon.
The Galesburg Rescue Mission &
Women’s Shelter - Thank you very
much for your donation of socks,
kitchen items, bathroom tissue
and the monetary donation. We
are very thankful for your gifts of
love to benefit the poor and needy
in our shelter and in our
communities. You are truly
appreciated.
Judson University - Thank you!
This past year, as you partnered
with Judson, you enabled our
students to flourish. The Lord
rejoices over you with gladness,
and so does the entire Judson
community. Your gifts have made
it possible for Judson to thrive in
many areas. We are infinitely
grateful for your continued
support.

Church Women United
Will not be meeting
in March!
Will meet April 4th.

Name

American Baptist Women
Wednesday, March 13
9:15 a.m.

Kathy Pemberton will be
presenting information on
her European trip. Both
women & men are invited!

Jordyn Goedeke
Karen St George
Arlette Isala
JeriLynn Maulden
Aguy Isala
Gene Perry
Martin Wollin
Billie Sterr
Robert St George
Aria Bailey
Bob Myers
Addie Honeyman

Day
3
6
9
13
13
14
15
19
19
22
22
30

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

heartseekers

it’s okay

not to be okay

March 22-23, 2018 at Bethel Baptist Church

Men’s Lenten Breakfast
First Presbyterian Church
-101 N. Prairie St.

Breakfast served at 7:00 a.m.,
devotional at 7:30 a.m. with
dismissal by 7:40 a.m. with $6 donation at the door.
Reservations are very helpful!
Wednesdays March 20, March 27, April 3 & April 10.

24

25

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

31

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

24

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
10:00 AM Worship

11:00 AM Staff Meeting
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11:00 AM Staff Meeting

25

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

18

11:00 AM Staff Meeting

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
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Newsletter Articles Due
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11:00 AM Staff Meeting
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11:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

DaylightSavingsTimeBegins
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8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

3

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday

March 2019

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday
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5
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6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

NoWednesd…ogramming

27

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

20

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women
6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

13

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

6

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

Wednesday

14

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

4

28

21

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
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28

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

Thursday

Friday
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