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We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
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February Dates:
14th & 28th

Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner served 5:15 p.m.
If the weather is bad and you are wondering if Sunday Morning
Worship, Connect or other FBC activities are cancelled, here is what you
do. We will always try to post all cancellations on our Facebook page.
We also list it with the “Galesburg Radio” stations so you may listen to
WGIL, FM95, the LASER or 105.3Kfm to hear the cancellations or
to read it on their website.

Monday, February 18th
Office Closed
March 6th
5:30 - 7:15 PM
This special service will be a part of our regular Wednesday night
programming designed for everyone in the congregation. It will be quite
different this year. After our potluck dinner at 5:30, we’ll divide into agegraded groups to help us better understand the Lenten Season and the deep
meaning of Ash Wednesday. Then we’ll have our service together in the
sanctuary at 6:45. Join us for a very meaningful time together as a family!

Pastor Bob’s Musings
Metabolizing the Bitter Fruit
I’ve been on staff in local church ministry for over forty years.
Every time a church pastor or staff member leaves – for whatever
reason – there is always a certain amount of upheaval. Questions
and emotions inevitably arise. It is a taste of bitter fruit and an
important season for any congregation to process carefully.
No doubt, every reader of this short column knows that the trustees,
in consultation with the members of the ministry board, asked for
the resignation of our Pastor of Community Outreach and
Discipleship last month. On Sunday afternoon, January 20th, we
convened together in a church forum to explain the rationale for the
leadership’s action.
If you still have questions regarding the
resignation, please speak with a member of the trustee or ministry
board or make an appointment to speak with me.
We are
committed to transparency and honesty through this process. When
the combined boards discerned this was the pathway that we would
need to take, they knew there would be some pain along the way. We miss our staff member
and his family. Along with him, there appear to be a few other people who have left our
fellowship over his resignation. Though such a cost is typical for our circumstances, we
nevertheless grieve our loss.
But there are some positives as we move forward as well. His ministry among us has inspired
and mobilized us to move out into the community. That initiative will not change. Indeed, I
pray that we will become even more engaged in the community. I’ve already noticed people
stepping forward to fill in gaps in our ministry around the church and I am encouraged. I am
heartened, as well, at the prayerful interaction and discernment that is taking place in our
combined boards. The decision that they arrived at was very difficult and they have some very
challenging questions ahead of them. But I am very confident that they are ready for the task.
Please talk with them, ask them your questions, and give them your input. But above all, pray
for our Trustee and Ministry Board members.
The question that most everyone has asked but that we have deferred up to this point is “What
do we do now for staffing?” The combined boards will prayerfully take up that question at their
next meeting on Tuesday, February 12th. They will keep you informed.
The resignation of any staff personnel in a congregation is no doubt “bitter fruit.” But just as
our bodies must process what we take in, so too, we must metabolize our own challenging
circumstances through honest transparency, faith that God is with us and in this, and, above all,
love for each other. Of this, I am confident: we will come out of this stronger and more faithful
to the calling and work that God has for us.
Pastor Bob
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Dorothy Lam
Rounding the Corner Toward Spring
For the creation waits with eager expectation
for the children of God to be revealed.
Romans 8:19
Regardless of the variations in air
temperature or the amount of snow and ice
that falls, Spring will come! The tilt of the
earth will win, aligning the planet with more
direct sunlight. Spring must come as we inch
our way forward around earth's circuit, day
by day. Ash Wednesday in March is coming,
and Resurrection Sunday in April. But what
to do with February while we wait?
There is hope – in just a few days birds will
return around the 14th – Valentine's Day.
Daylight is increasing; the earth will slowly
warm. The smell of the air changes. We are
eager to put away our drab parkas and don
yellow, purple or white wind breakers, as
colorful as the early blooming crocus flower.
We long for a breath of fresh air that does not
bite but invigorates.
Don't give up on the last bit of the winter
season of the soul, whatever it may contain:
darkness of mourning, the cold blast of
tragedy, the boredom of inactivity. Good
things are happening even when we can't feel
it. This is the hope we have: our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us for
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them
all. (2 co 4:17)
Be patient. Be faithful. Our Savior lives.
Spring must come!

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays

8:15 a.m. - Men Meet

9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 5
Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of topics for
the month:
FEBRUARY LIVING OUT AUTHENTIC FAITH
Feb. 3 - Authentic Faith Psalm 103:1-14; Ephesians 2:1-10;
Romans 7:15-25
Feb. 10 - Biblical Accountability Galatians 2:11-14; 2Peter 1:1; 1Samuel
15:17-31; Psalm 51:1-17; Galatians 6:1-5
Feb. 17 - Disciplined Living 1Corinthians 9:24-27; Titus 2:1-14;
Proverbs 23:1-8
Feb. 24 - Intentional Faith Philippians 3:7-14; Hebrews 12:1-4;
2Timothy 2:20-26
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MISSION MOMENTS…
The Lord Jesus Christ intends
every member of the church to
do the work of the ministry.
The intention of ministry is to
build up each other’s faith and
love. God’s design is to use
human support and
encouragement to sustain the
faith of Gods children and to
lighten the burdens they bear
in the service of love for their
community.
We are motivated and
inspired by American Baptist
Home Mission
Societies’ (ABHMS) America
for Christ (AFC) 2019 “Healing Communities” theme, based on Galatians 6:9-10: Let us not become weary
in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers (NIV).
The “Healing Communities” theme is a passionate reminder to join with diverse communities in
engaging existing resources, expanding our understanding, and nurturing community healing that
encourages mutual transformation. Your generous AFC gifts supported the following ministries last year:
• “Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico–rebuilding the island one church and one
building at a time.
• Scholarships and Emerging Leaders–providing scholarships to students to help ease the
debilitating effects of excessive student-loan debt.
• Immigration and Refugee Resettlement–partnering with organizations that have resettled more
than 100,000 displaced persons from across the world.
• Rizpah’s Children–partnering with agencies that provide support to children living in poverty.
Additional supported ministries include Disaster
Response, Volunteer Mobilization, Prisoner Re-Entry
and Community Outreach Ministries.
America For Christ 2019 encourages us to engage in
service to the church and the community. For many, that
may be the way they experience the love of Christ in us.

On Sunday, March 3rd please join in giving
generously to this year’s AFC offering and
help us to reach our goal of $1200 as we
partner with American Baptist Home
Mission Societies’ in healing communities.

Stewardship
Even the poor are to give to God from what they have.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Deuteronomy 16:16
1 Kings 17:10-15

“No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed.”
“If your riches increase, don’t be proud.” TLB

Deuteronomy 8:11-14

(Elijah asked a widow) “Would you please bring me a cup of water?” As she was
going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.” But she said, “I swear by the LORD your
God that I don’t have a single piece of bread in the house. And I have only a handful of flour left in the
jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks to cook this last
meal, and then my son and I will die.” But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and cook that
`last meal,’ but bake me a little loaf of bread first. Afterward there will still be enough food for you and
your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: There will always be plenty of flour and oil
left in your containers until the time when the LORD sends rain and the crops grow again!” So she did as
Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her son continued to eat from her supply of flour and oil for many
days. For no matter how much they used, there was always enough left in the containers, just as the
LORD had promised through Elijah.” NLT
Genesis 28:20-22

While a single young man with no job or income) “Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If
God will be with me and will watch over me... then the LORD will be my God...and of all that you (O
God) give me I will give you a tenth.’”
2 Corinthians 8:2-4

“Though (the Macedonian Christians) have been going through much trouble and
hard times, they have mixed their wonderful joy with their deep poverty, and the result has been an
overflow of giving to others. They gave not only what they could afford but far more; and I can testify
that they did it because they wanted to...They begged us to take the money so they could share in the joy
of helping the Christians in Jerusalem.” TLB

If a pauper gives to God, he’ll feel like a prince.
If a prince doesn’t give to God, he’ll feel like a pauper.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs
each month are slightly different but usually are in need of
bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of
the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for your items
to be placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and
the love of His church to our community.

Church Women United
First Church of God

Thank You Notes
Katy Emstrom - Thank you so much
for the Thanksgiving goodies. I
enjoyed it all. Also, thank you to
the ones who made and put
together the Christmas basket.
Everything was yummy! I loved
the neat Christmas cards the
children in Connect made.
The Delgado family - Thanks to the
Thursday afternoon group for the
gifts, things for Christmas and for
the food.
Lois & Martin Wollin - You really
have surprised us with the
Christmas gift card along with the
goodies basket. Thanks so much!
Beyond that, though, we
gratefully acknowledge the many
expressions of concern and
caring, the gestures of help, the
burden-bearing you so kindly take
on or share with us. May joy and
much fruit abound to your
account and may you be enriched
for even more giving.
Bacone College -A’ex’hee! Thank
you for your gift! Your generosity
truly makes a difference as it helps
sustain Bacone and directly
benefits the lives of our students
in so many ways. Your generosity,
your trust, and most importantly,
your commitment to our mission
is essential to our success.

1080 Harrison St.

Will not be
meeting in
February!

American Baptist Women
There will not be a
February meeting!!

Help & encouragement after
the death of a loved one.
Begins Wed., February 6th
9-11 a.m. or 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Meets weekly for 13 weeks
First United Methodist
Church, Chapel
120 N. Kellogg St.
Workbooks available for $15

SAVE THE DATES: heartseekers

it’s okay

not to be okay

March 22-23, 2018 at Bethel Baptist Church

Name

Tanner Maulden
Diane Myers
Chelsea Stevenson
Alissa Kremer
Kay Johnson
Caroline Baxter
Michael Inness
Marcia Selman
Mark Hartman
Allison Ryner
Mackenzie Landon
Leola Schlaf
Robin Ryner
Brittany Galloway
Ann Schertz
John Bodenhamer

Day
4
5
13
13
14
14
19
19
20
20
22
23
25
26
26
27

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood
pressure
screenings
thanks to a few
of our nurses in
the congregation
volunteering their time.
Stop by the LOFT and get
it checked out!

27

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

24

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

17

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

10

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

3

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday
28

18

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

25

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Office Closed

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Newsletter Articles Due

11

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

4

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

February 2019

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

26

19

12

5

29

30

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

27

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

20

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

13

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

6

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

Wednesday

14

28

21

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

7

31

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

Friday

1

22

15

8

1

Saturday
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23

16

9

2
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