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We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
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It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!
It truly is. The month of December is quite busy but it also brings
some of the richest experiences we can have in our lives. There
are programs and parties to attend. The reacquaintance of
family and friends warms our hearts as the cold weather begins
to settle in. Lively decorations and beautiful music lift our
spirits.
We’re doing our part here at First Baptist Church as well. The
sanctuary and LOFT have been decorated. Our special Advent
services are planned and designed to enrich your spiritual
journey. The children will be singing on December 23rd during the
service, and our annual Christmas Eve Service in candlelight will inspire deep love
and appreciation for the coming of the Savior.
As you browse through the pages of our December newsletter, it is our hope that your
heart will be filled with the hope, peace, joy, and love that this time of the year brings.
Join us in all our activities as we celebrate the season of the coming of our Savior!

Monday, December 24th
6:30 p.m.
Join us for a celebration of Christ’s
birth with a Christmas message,
carols by candlelight, and
a special children’s story!

December Date:
13th ONLY

Doors open at 4:45 p.m.
Dinner served 5:00 & 5:45pm

Pastor Bob’s Musings
Advent or Sadvent?
Recently, I was cruising through my newsfeed on FaceBook and noticed a posting by a pastor
friend of mine: “Welcome to Sadvent…Sadvent is the time of year where Christians who have
seen and experienced the truth are so caught up in political thought and fear, that they have
forgotten about the kingdom God has established.”
Truth be told, his fat fingers hit both keys and the troubling word, “Sadvent” came up. He went
on to expand on the point that Jesus-followers should be concerned first about the Kingdom of
God so that we don’t become obsessed about the troubles of the kingdoms of this world. We’ve
discussed the same point here before.
The unfortunate reality is that the weeks leading up to Christmas are all too often “Sadvent”
rather than Advent. It’s not only politics. Our troubles often concern family or other
relationships. The coming of winter often brings health troubles to young and old. And the
financial burdens that we sometimes lay upon ourselves with the holiday festivities only add to
our troubles.
I pray that won’t be your testimony this year. The antidote for believers is to stay closely
connected to Jesus (as we talked about in our “Abiding” series) so that we will bear the fruit of
the Spirit, including love, joy, and peace – which we all need in abundance during these weeks!
I encourage you also to follow along the Advent pathway that we will be pursuing together.
During the first week of Advent, we remind ourselves of the sure hope of Christ’s Second
Coming and the final defeat of sin and evil that he will bring. The second and third Sundays
focus on our inner life and the need for us to realign our hearts with God’s in order to
experience real peace and joy. Our fourth Sunday will bring much more of the Christmas story
into focus and we’ll have the children singing for us in the service. Christmas Eve is the high
point of the Advent Season and we will once again tell the full story in Scripture and Song with
a lovely candlelight service at 6:30 PM. Through it all, you may wish to pick up one of the
Advent devotionals we are providing for you in the Loft or on our website.
Don’t be sad this December. In all the hustle and bustle of the season, stay connected to Jesus
and you will know real hope, peace, joy, and love!

The Myers Christmas Open House
1548 N. Prairie St.
December 16
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
We’ve decked the halls and trimmed the tree
so join us for fellowship and Christmas goodies!

Jordan Van Dyke
I bring you Good News of Great Joy!

CARE
A
R

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays

8:15 a.m. - Men Meet

9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 5
Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

As I grew up watching Linus Van Pelt tell us
what Christmas was all about, the truth of
Luke 2:8-14 never really took hold in my life.
How do I know that you might ask? I would
begin by saying that I took the “Good News”
or the “Gospel” as advice and lived in such a
way that I could fix myself and my problems.
The “Good News” is a truth to behold and
remember everyday that Jesus saves us and
not ourselves. Next I would say that I did not
receive the “Great Joy” that Linus
proclaimed. I took this “Great Joy” for
granted and lived my life not aware of it and
had never really internalized this “Great Joy”
into my own life and how I lived. “Great Joy”
only comes from Jesus and is far greater than
any happiness we can find on our own.
This Christmas season it is my prayer that we
will receive this “Good News of Great Joy”
and share we everyone we know and come in
contact with this Christmas season. Let us not
grow weary as share with the world what
Christmas is ALL about. I pray you have a
joy filled Christmas this year and live out the
“Good News” we have been given.
Blessings!

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of topics for the
month for the Advent curriculum:
DECEMBER - ADVENT SEASON
Dec. 2 - Hope - The Upheaval of Evil
Isaiah 63:15-64:9
Dec. 9 - Peace - Spiritual Infrastructure
Matthew 3:1-12
Dec. 16 - Joy! - Good News of Great Joy
Luke 2:8-14
Dec. 23 - Love - The Long Awaited Promise
Isaiah 7:10-16
Dec. 30 - Song for the Weary
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MISSION MOMENTS…
Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO) - 2018
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others about
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the other. Philippians 2:3-4, NIV
As we celebrate over 40 years of the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO), let’s reflect
on how this Offering touches the lives of so many families. This long-standing tradition established in
1977 supports ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses who have devoted 15 or more years of
their lives to service in ABCUSA.
This year’s theme, Extending Our Hands to Our Neighbors illustrates the importance of being there
for one another and remembering that we are stronger together than on our own is central to the
Christian faith.
We are called to remember our Christian character as mentioned in the scripture Philippians 2:3-4
which teaches “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the other.”
The RMMO team is so grateful for the generous giving to RMMO that raised $1,024,706 in 2017 and
helped to provide 3,456 Thank You checks. This is a tangible expression of our faith and character as we
collectively embody being “the hands and feet of Christ.” The 2018goal for the RMMO Campaign is
to reach $1,200,000 in contributions.
Thank you for playfully considering your donation to the World Mission Offering. Remember, helping
those who have walked and prayed with you over the years is an example of Extending Our Hands to Our
Neighbors. We will be receiving this special offering at the Candlelight Christmas Eve Service and through
the month of December.

Operation Christmas Child 2018
The national collection week has already come and gone for Operation Christmas
Child. But now nothing is more critical than dedicated prayer support. Planning,
media coverage, national partnerships, and hardworking, passionate volunteers are
all vital parts of OCC, but the most important component is the prayers of people
just like you.
This year our congregation gave 55 shoe box gifts and we also received a total of 892 from
the community as a Galesburg-area Drop-Off Location. WOW!! Just think of the children who
have the opportunity to receive gift-filled boxes and hear the Good News of God’s greatest gift, Jesus Christ. Thanks to
the mission-minded people like you, groups, and churches who sent shoe boxes.
Another wonderful number is 27,915!! That is the number of shoeboxes received at the Peoria Collection
Center this year! It takes a TEAM to collect that many shoeboxes and send them on their way for processing and
shipping but finally for distribution to those special children. May their hearts be touched with these simple gifts
and may their hearts be open to the message of the Lord’s saving grace.
Each year has been remarkable and this year
is no exception. Thank you to everyone who
filled shoebox gifts. Let us also be in prayer
for next year.

Stewardship
Don’t become prideful about anything God has entrusted to you.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Deuteronomy 8:17-18

“You may say to yourself,“My power and the strength of my hands have produced
this wealth for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce
wealth.”
Psalm 62:10

“If your riches increase, don’t be proud.” TLB

Deuteronomy 8:11-14

“Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God... Otherwise, when you eat
and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large
and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and
you will forget the LORD your God.”
Jeremiah 9:23-24

“The Lord says, “Let not the...rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts
boast about this: that he understands and knows me.”
Psalm 39:5-6

“Proud man! Frail as breath! A shadow! And all his busy rushing ends in nothing. He
heaps up riches for someone else to spend.” TLB
Mark 8:36

“What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?”

Proverbs 16:19

“Better to be poor and humble than proud and rich.” TLB

Obadiah 1:3-7

“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who... make your home on the heights,
you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the ground? Though you soar like the eagle and
make your nest among the stars, from there I will bring you down,’ declares the LORD... ‘Oh, what a
disaster awaits you...Your friends will deceive and overpower you.’” TLB

When a man becomes rich, either God gains
a partner or the man loses his soul.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs
each month are slightly different but usually are in need of
bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of
the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for your items
to be placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and
the love of His church to our community.

Thank You Notes
King School Watch DOGS Program Thank you for your kind gesture
of donating the pizzas for the
King School Watch D.O.G.S.
Program. God Bless you for your
community support.
Debra Sloan & Sabring Stroops &
family -I would like to thank First
Baptist, Sherri for all her help and
direction, Pastor Jordan for doing
a wonderful service, and Pastor
Bob for the beautiful song he
played and sang for the
Celebration of Life Service for
my brother, Rick Ryan. Words
can never express all the gratitude
we feel for what the church has
done for us.
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter -Thank you very much for
you special donation of food
items and canned goods. We
truly appreciate your faithful
prayer, financial and donation
support that is a very vital part of
our ministries here, helping to
bring other needy people unto
Christ Jesus and to grow in Him!
Judson University - Your
congregation’s consistent monthly
support make a significant
impact. Your gifts go beyond the
everyday to the eternal. You
reach students for Christ, enhance
the Judson experience, and enable
students to reach their dreams.
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter -Thank you for your gift to
Bacone. Your generosity truly
makes a difference as it helps
sustain Bacone and directly
benefits the lives of our students
in so many ways. Your generosity,
your trust, and most importantly,
your commitment to our mission
is essential to our success!

Martin & Lois Wollin & family Thank you for the beautiful
Thanksgiving baskets. We shared
ours with our dear neighbor,
Sherry. We appreciate our church
family!

Church Women United
First Church of God
1080 Harrison St.

Thu., Dec. 6th
9:15 a.m.
Refreshments will
be served first and
the meeting will
start at 9:30.
The program will
be the singing of
Christmas Carols.
Bring a friend and enjoy this
time of fellowship!!

Name

Doris Kokes
Sami Wollin
Harold Bradshaw
Jan Bodenhamer
Bonnie Yard
Katy Emstrom
Noelle Delgado
Riley Stevenson
Mike Inness
Debi Collier
Min Lam
Marge Coon
Ginny Clay
Cheryl Siems
Morgan Mitchell
Zach Mitchell

Day
1
6
9
11
11
12
12
13
18
18
18
21
26
27
29
29

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office

American Baptist Women
Christmas Luncheon
Weds., Dec. 12th
11:30 a.m.
Betty Goedeke’s home
916 Fifer
All women welcome!
Bring a dish to pass.
Join us for a fun time of
fellowship in Women’s
Ministry!

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure
screenings
thanks to a
few of our
nurses in the
congregation
volunteering
their time.
Stop by the LOFT and get
it checked out!

Special Christmas Office Hours
Christmas Eve 8:00a.m. - noon
Closed Christmas Day
26th - 29th - 8:00 a.m.-noon

25

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

30

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

23

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
10:00 AM Worship

16

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

9

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

2

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday
26

31

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Office closes at noon

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

New Year-Office Closed

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

6:30 PM Christmas
Eve Candlelight Service

1

25

18

11

4

27

Christmas-OfficeClosed

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

Office closes at noon

24

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

17

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Newsletter Articles Due

10

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

3

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

December 2018
28

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Office closes at noon

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Office closes at noon

NoWednesd…ogramming

13

6

29

3

27

20

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

NoWednesd…ogramming

2

26

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

19

11:30 AM American
Baptist Women
6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

12

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

5

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

Wednesday

Office closes at noon

Friday

4

28

21

14

7

30

8

1

15
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5

29

22

10:00 AM Shepherding Committee

Saturday
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