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We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)

NOVEMBER 2018

VOLUME 56, NUMBER 11

November 18th
FBC 22nd Annual
Thanksgiving Service

Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, November 11th
Immediately Following the Service
This is a very important meeting in the
life of the Church.
The Boards will be presenting the 2019
budget, and nominees to the boards, as
well as share the goals to reach deeper
community for the coming year. This
meeting is anticipated to be brief and a
meal is not being served.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend
the Annual Business meeting.

During this service you are encouraged to share
what you are thankful for. We are also taking
requests for a favorite hymn or song you may
want to hear during this special service. If you
would place your request in the offering plate
no later than Sunday, November 11th, we will
try to use as many requests as possible. Please
join us for this special service.
Immediately following our special service
we will share a Thanksgiving Dinner.
The
church will provide the meat, mashed potatoes,
dressing and beverages. So please bring your
favorite Thanksgiving side dish or dessert to
share. Come and enjoy this special meal with
our FBC family.
Also remember to use November as a time
to be thankful in prayer as well.
Together let us give thanks to God for His
love he has shown us and for the wonderful
church family he has given us.

Through the work of Knox College volunteers, Blessings in a
Backpack raises $40,000 annually to purchase food for Galesburg
children who do not have enough to eat on the weekend. College club
members work with volunteers to sort, pack, and deliver bags of food
for Galesburg elementary school children. 430 kids from Galesburg
Schools receive backpacks of food to take home every Friday
during the school year. The attempt is to provide these children with
kid-friendly, nonperishable, nutritious, and easy-to-prepare foods.

Help out our Wednesday Night Program & their teams by
bringing in cans of chicken noodle soup on Sundays or
Wednesday nights before November 14th!!

Pastor Bob’s Musings
Congregation Appreciation Column
For several years, October has been known as
“Pastor Appreciation Month.” I am grateful for
the many words of encouragement that I received
in addition to some modest gifts of appreciation.
I feel very blessed and appreciated as your pastor.
I think it is quite appropriate that I pay it back
and dedicate this column to my appreciation of
you.
Welcoming a new pastor can be quite
challenging, especially when the previous minister
has served so long and so well as Pastor Dan
Siems. We’ve experienced some of that challenge in our first sixteen months together but, by
and large, the transition has gone remarkably well. There have been a lot of changes since my
arrival and you have processed and embraced them gracefully along the way. As I look ahead
to 2019 I am very optimistic because of you. Oh, we have our challenges, to be sure. But I am
especially encouraged by the members of our two boards who have embraced a higher level of
expectations for leadership in the church. Nothing encourages me more than people who have
answered the call to spiritual leadership and are shouldering the burden and privilege of
shepherding our church into “the good things that God has prepared for us to do.”
I'm grateful, too, for the faithfulness that I see week in and week out in our ministries. There
are people who have served for years in support of our worship service through ushering,
Scripture reading, sound system operation, children’s chat, refreshments, Communion servers,
and praise team musicians. Your faithful service is not unnoticed and it contributes to the warm
personality and ministry of First Baptist. Other folks serve throughout the week in children’s
and youth ministry or in special occasions through food service, set-up and clean-up, and other
ministries that bless people’s lives directly. We now have several Bibles studies and small groups
at the church that deepen the level of our discipleship. I am very grateful for the initiative,
preparation, and wisdom that these people have given to lead powerful ministries of spiritual
formation. Then there are the many folks throughout our congregation that take the time to
listen and pray for people who are in need. That’s what church should be. I’m privileged and
grateful to be called your pastor.
I have the opportunity virtually every week to invite someone to our church. I always brag on
you. I tell them that if they come to First Baptist, they will be welcomed and genuinely loved. I
know it’s true because of the way you have opened your hearts to the diverse people of the
Knox Prairie Community Kitchen. There is perhaps no higher compliment for any church
than to be known as a congregation that loves other people. November is the month of
Thanksgiving. I’m making a list of things that I’m grateful for. The people of First Baptist hold
a place very near the very top.

Jordan Van Dyke
Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart!

CARE
A
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Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays

8:15 a.m. - Men Meet

9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 5
Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

We have so much to be thankful for here at
First Baptist Church! God has blessed us in
many ways and continues to do so. It’s easy to
be ungrateful in a world full of violence, evil,
and hatred but God calls us to give thanks for
all He has done. The Psalms are filled with
praise and thanksgiving to God and all He
has done.
Let us reflect on what God has done here at
FBC. He brought the Knox Prairie
Community Kitchen into our building so
please join them on November 15 at 5:00
or 5:45 p.m. for their Thanksgiving Meal!
He has also blessed us with the family we
have that continues to grow and follow Jesus
everyday into our community. He has blessed
us with faithful leaders who lead healthy
ministries that disciple the people God has
brought together here at FBC.
Let us not complain in the month of
November but give thanks and praise to God
who loves us and created us for his glory. It is
my prayer that we will be daily reminded of
the blessings that we have been given instead
of the longings and complaints that we are so
easily drawn to. As we enter this Holiday
Season let us begin by giving thanks with a
grateful heart to God for all He has done.
Blessings!

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of topics for the
month for the D6 curriculum:
NOVEMBER 2018 - WHEN LIFE GETS HARD
November 4 - Broken Relationships Matthew 18:15-20; Luke 15:11-19
November 11 - Death of a Loved One Acts 12:1-5; 1Thessalonians 4:13-18;
Romans 8:38-39
November 18 - Depression & Anxiety 1Kings 19; James 1:2-4; 1Peter 5:7;
Revelation 21:4
Nov. 25 - Life-Altering Circumstances Matthew 3:1-17; 14:1-12; 11:2-15
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MISSION MOMENTS…
World Mission Offering - October 2018
You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except
to be thrown out and trampled by men. - Matthew 5:13, NIV
As followers of Christ, we too are the salt of the earth. We are seasoned with the
love of the gospel and called to carry that love to all the earth. And as a
supporter of the work of International Ministries, you are a vital ingredient in
bringing the love of Christ to people in need through the global servants,
Matthew 5:13
partners and ministries of IM. When you give through the WMO, you are
helping to build God’s kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven” by supporting the
ministries of all of the global servants, partners and programs worldwide. IM focuses on discipleship
and education, work for peace and justice, advocate for those caught in global slavery, nurture economic
and community development and offer opportunities for all to participate in this work.
Thank you for giving generously to the World Mission Offering and joining hands with global servants
around the world, we received $995.86. Through your expression of love and sacrificial giving, the love
of Christ will be made tangible to those among whom IM serves and shares the gospel.

Operation Christmas Child 2018
Boxes received by Sunday, November 18th

It’s time to gear up for an exciting time of packing shoeboxes for children around the world!
Sharing Christ’s love in a tangible way has been the heartbeat of Operation Christmas Child for 25 years. When
Samaritan’s Purse first adopted the project in 1993, they never imagined that such simple gifts could help inspire
generations of people to be givers. More than 157 million shoebox gifts have been delivered to children in need
around the world.
OCC is so much more than delighting a child in need with a simple gift. In the hands of local churches,
every gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and discipleship–transforming the lives of children and
their families around the world through the Good News of Jesus Christ!
After receiving shoebox gifts, boys and girls are invited to enroll in The Greatest Journey, the 12-lesson
discipleship program where children learn what it means to faithfully follow Christ and share their faith with others.
We praise the Lord for making The Greatest Journey one of the largest discipleship programs in the world
today. But there are many more boys and girls we still urgently need to reach with the
truth of God’s Word. Will you help “go and make disciples of all nations” as Christ
commanded? Help us make this the biggest year yet, pack a shoebox!!

Reminder: OCC made a few very important changes in 2017:
there is no candy allowed, no toothpaste (but please still send toothbrushes),
and the donation for mailing is $9.00.

There will be boxes available in the
front of the sanctuary,
and they will be received full
with gifts of love until

November 18th.

Stewardship
The LORD watches your giving.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
Mark 12:41-44

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.
But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling
his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than
all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything-- all she
had to live on.”
Luke 21:1

“Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.”

2 Corinthians 8:12

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not
according to what he does not have.”
Exodus 35:22,27,29

“All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of
all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the
LORD...The leaders brought onyx stones and other gems...
All the Israelite men and women who were willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for all the
work the LORD through Moses had com- manded them to do.”
2 Chronicles 24:10

“All the officials and all the people brought their contributions gladly, dropping
them into the chest until it was full.”
Your bank and credit card statements are theological documents.
They tell who and what you worship.
With the price of everything else going up these days,
aren’t you glad the Lord hasn’t increase the tithe to 15%?

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs
each month are slightly different but usually are in need of
bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of
the sanctuary entrances and there is a basket for your items
to be placed. This is a tangible way to show God’s love and
the love of His church to our community.

Thank You Notes
The family of Dwight Emstrom -We
appreciate the visits to Katy &
Dwight Emstrom.
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter -Thank you very much for
you special donation of food
items. We truly appreciate your
faithful prayer, financial and
donation support that is a very
vital part of our ministries here,
helping to bring other needy
people unto Christ Jesus and to
grow in Him!

Church Women United
First Lutheran Church
362 E. Water St.

Thu., Nov. 1st 12:00 noon
We will be observing
“World Community Day”
with a luncheon followed by
a program. The theme for
this year is
“In Harmony
with God’s
People”. Ticket
cost is $6.
Bring a friend
and enjoy this time of
fellowship!!

American Baptist Women
Tuesday, Nov. 13th
Luster Fellowship Hall

9:15a.m.
We will be filling
Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts.
Join us for a fun time of
fellowship in
Women’s Ministry!

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure
screenings
thanks to a few
of our nurses in
the congregation
volunteering
their time. Stop
by the LOFT and get it
checked out!

2 AM Sunday, November 4th

November Dates:

15th ONLY

Doors open at 5pm
Dinner served 5:15-6:30pm

Name

Dave Baxter
Lisa Perry
Glen Jackson
Daniel Wollin
Cassandra Hunt
Caitlin Guanzon
Michael Black
Maria Wollin
Bill Galloway
Barry Maulden
Nancy Daniels
Brad Stevenson
Tracy Erickson
Julie Van Dyke
Jan Farmer
DeVora Arnett

Day
6
7
8
8
10
11
12
12
13
15
16
18
20
24
25
27

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office.

One Session offered 2 different times
Wed., Nov. 14:
9:00-11:00 a.m. OR 5:30-7:30 p.m.
First United Methodist Church
120 N. Kellogg St. - 342-3197
Cost $5 - for participant’s guide
Facing a holiday after the death of a loved
one can be more difficult than your friends
or family may realize. The GriefShare:
Surviving the Holidays video, discussion
group, and devotional materials will not
only help you survive the holidays, but to
find strength, healing and tools to move
forward in your daily walk through the
deep pain of grief. Please join as we work
through grief during this holiday season.

28

4

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

25

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

18

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

11

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Souls to the Polls

DaylightSavingsTimeEnds

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:30 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

Sunday
29

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

26

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

19

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Veteran'sDay-OfficeClosed

Newsletter Articles Due

12

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

5

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

November 2018

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women
10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

General Election

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

27

20

13

6

30

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

28

NoWednesd…ogramming

21

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

14

6:00 PM Connect /Jesus Freaks

7

31

NoWednesd…ogramming

Wednesday

8

1

15

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

29

Thanksgiving - Office Closed

22

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

Friday

30

23

16

9

2

Saturday
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