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We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)

Community Kitchen Moves to FBC
It’s happening! Knox Prairie
Community Kitchen has officially
relocated to our building. The first
meal they served was July 12th
and the place was packed.
At least 150 people were
served a wonderful meal of
pork loin with all the fixin’s.
FBC folks showed up in
force with at least 20 staying to
eat, serve, or just observe.
While the full house presented
some challenges for the
evening, the Kitchen staff handled it with
grace and everyone was eventually served.
On July 26th, the Kitchen was competing with
the “Taste of Galesburg” but still, about 80
people came and were served. Six folks from
FBC met in the sanctuary at 5:00 PM and
prayed for the evening. People came by invitation that wouldn’t normally darken the door of
our church, new friendships were forged, and one FBC member had the chance to offer a
prayer of blessing for the person he dined with. We are seeing God actively at work in our
midst by bringing the people of Galesburg to us. Enter into his work by joining us at 5:00 PM
on August 9th or 23rd and then go enjoy a delicious meal with those God is bringing to us.
Remember, “FBC is his masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus to do the works that he planned
for us long ago.”

Back to School Outreach
Deep but not Wide
Let’s go deep with people like Jesus taught us and demonstrated for us with
this year’s Back to School Outreach Ministry. Rather than a large event that
went wide, this year let’s go deep. Pray about the people God is preparing
for this opportunity and then pray for boldness to build a relationship with
them. We will be collecting financial donations to help with allowing these
people to go shopping with us for their school supplies. Let’s give to help
build deep relationships with a few families this year.

Pastor Bob’s Musings
The Real Tough Work of Spiritual Leadership
It’s the last full month of summer and there are lots of things on my mind. Not the least is
where do we go from here as a church? It’s not a blank slate for me. I’m always looking to the
horizon and have thoughts about the final months of 2018 and the beginning of 2019. But my
imagination is especially stirred at this time because our combined Ministry and Trustee Boards
will be meeting to evaluate and plan for the next year on Tuesday, August 14th. Your prayers are
coveted for that very important gathering.
We have spent a good part of 2017 considering what it means to be on mission with God
through our exploration of the Book of Ephesians. Indeed, our theme verse for the year is, “We
are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he
planned for us long ago” (Eph. 2:10). God has brought something very significant to pass in
bringing the Knox Prairie Community Kitchen to our facility.
But moving forward, I, along with other leaders, have noticed a gap in our planning and the
leaders, volunteers, and commitment needed to fulfill what we believe God would have us do.
Of course, this is nothing new for us and for other churches. But things are changing here. If
we don’t have the people to fulfill what we think we should be doing, should we be trying to do
it? Perhaps. Perhaps not. These are questions that the leadership boards have to wrestle with.
What can we do, should we do, to get the people of our congregation engaged to “do the good
things [God] has planned for us to do?” This isn’t strategic planning. It isn’t goal setting. It is
soul-searching and prayerful discernment. It’s the real tough work spiritual leaders are called to
do.
Personally, I am energized by this challenge even though I don’t have the answers. The answers
will come from our diligent pursuit of Christ Himself. After all, this is his church and he has
promised that he will build it.

For over thirty years, our bookkeeper, Vicki Diefendorf, has faithfully
served our congregation. On August 15, she will officially retire from her
position. Always the team player, Vicki is helping us to transition our
bookkeeping operation to Accounting Systems Inc. until her retirement
and will continue to consult and help us with counting and other financial
operations as a volunteer.
The church would like to recognize Vicki for all her hard work with something huge, but that is
not what Vicki wants. We know that you also would like to express your appreciation to Vicki
for her long-term selfless service with our congregation. We invite you to express your
appreciation with a note, through a card which can be mailed to the church at 169 S. Cherry
St., Galesburg, IL 61401.
We are extremely grateful to Vicki Diefendorf for her many years of service and pray God’s
richest blessings upon her as she makes her transition to full retirement.
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Jordan Van Dyke

Cha-cha-cha Changes!
Change is all
around us so
here are some
details on some
changes that
are coming
your way. I
hope to help everyone better understand
some of these changes and where I feel God
is leading us as we enter a new season of life
and ministry.
School will be starting soon so prepare now.
Our Fall Kick Off Celebration which will
be on September 9th will be here before we
know it so let’s get to planning now. The
Knox Prairie Community Kitchen is here
and people are coming to join our extended
family. We are working through this new and
exciting opportunity that God has brought to
us and we are trying to wrap our minds this
and how to engage everyone who visits FBC
the 2nd and 4th Thursday each month.
In September, I will be teaching a class on
Sundays called “Feasting with the Poor”.
In this class we will be connecting scripture to
our mission of reaching out and inviting
people to feast with us outside of our meals
with the Knox Prairie Community Kitchen
meals. This class will begin on
September 16th and go for 4 weeks.
Please pray about joining me as more
information will be coming soon.
Eric Vogel will starting his internship with us
on August 15th and will be leading our
children ministries on Wednesdays and
Sundays. This will give me the opportunity to
better equip our members for the mission that
is leading us into in our community. More
details to come.

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
8:15 a.m. - Men Meet
9:00 - Friendship Builders
Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates

Room 5
Room 6
2nd Floor

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of topics for the
month for the D6 curriculum:
AUGUST 2018 - TRUTH ON TRIAL
August 5 - Absolute Truth - Psalm
119:89, 142, 160; John 17:17; John 8:31-32
August 12 - Divine Truth - Romans 1:20;
Jeremiah 29:12-14; 2Timothy 3:16; 2Peter 1:21;
Hebrews 4:12; John 10:27
August 19 - Preserving the Truth 1Peter 1:24-25; Matthew 24:35; 2Peter 3:15-16;
Matthew 5:18; Luke 3:1-2
August 26 - Defending the Truth Philippians 1:27-30; 1Peter 3:15; Jude 1:3;
2Thessalonians 2:15;
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MISSION MOMENTS…
American Baptist Women’s - White Cross Tree
Christmas in August!
Our American Baptist Women are doing something a little different this year, they are collecting
items for the White Cross Giving Tree in August. Christmas in August! This idea will hopefully
give our congregation a break during the Christmas Season. The other details stay the same. The
items needed for the tree will be going to help the Peoria Friendship House of Christian Service.
We will start collecting items now and will receive them until September 2nd! We will be
covering details about the Friendship House and the programs it offers in the next few weeks!
The mission of the Friendship House is to do the work of Jesus Christ, providing hope, respect,
and guidance towards a path to prosperity.
Incorporated in April 1951, Friendship House began as a
cooperative effort by the American Baptist Church and the local
Council of Churches.
The first facility, a Quonset hut donated by Bradley University and
dubbed “Operation Friendship House”, generated community
excitement and served as both missionary residence and recreation
center.
The Friendship House Board took a leap of faith in 1957, securing
the former Grace Presbyterian Church building at 800 NE Madison
Avenue, acquiring ten times the amount of program space. By 1963,
Friendship House of Christian Service had grown to serve nearly
150 families and provide over 23,000 contacts.
Then, with the growth of services and need, in the mid-1970’s,
Friendship House needed to create a new space that would allow for that growth for the years to come and the
former church building was taken down and a new building was erected in its place, complete with a commercial
kitchen, offices, meeting space, classrooms and a full-size gymnasium. Today, that building is the home of all of
the amazing services that Friendship House provides with our complete wrap-around services. Programs such as:
Financial Stability Program, Friday Night Take Out, Health Support Services, Service WORKS Program,
STEAMS After School Programs and Sports Programs.
Thank you for helping our ABW by taking a cross from the tree and returning the item by September 2nd. If you
take a cross with a gift item listed please return it by placing it under the tree but if you take a cross for a
monetary donation please place it in the offering plate and designate it to White Cross.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are slightly different but
usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be placed. This is a tangible
way to show God’s love and the love of His church to our community.

Stewardship
God is the provider of every good thing in your life
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
James 1:17

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly

lights.”

Ephesian 1:3

“ “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
Matthew 7:11

“If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”
2 Chronicles 1:11-12

“Since you [Solomon] have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and
knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you king, therefore wisdom and knowledge
will be given you. And I [the LORD] will also give you wealth, riches and honor.”
Proverbs 8:18-21

(God says) “Unending riches, honor, justice, and righteousness are mine to distribute.
My gifts are better than the purest gold or sterling silver! Those who love and follow me are indeed
wealthy. I fill their treasuries.” TLB
Isaiah 26:12

“All that we have accomplished you [Oh LORD] have done for us.”

As thunder follows lightning, giving follows grace. When God’s grace touches you, you can’t help
but respond with generous giving. Randy Alcorn
Give to God what’s right--not what’s left.

Knox County Right to Life

14th Annual Community Baby Shower
Saturday, August 4th - 9:00-11:30 a.m.
Galesburg Women’s Pregnancy Center - 1253 W. Fremont St.
Stop by anytime to meet the volunteers, tour the center and learn what services
are available to woman in nee. Refreshments will be served.
The center would appreciate donations of infant boys & girls clothing from newborn to 2T,
crib sheets & mattress pads. Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.

Illinois Elks - Children’s Care Corporation
The Elks Children’s Care Program Clinic - August 14th
The Elks program locally provides orthopedic assessments by Dr. Steven Potaczek for
children newborn to eighteen. The clinic focuses on addressing pediatric issues such as:
scoliosis, ambulatory impingements due to the feet, ankles or legs, upper and lower body
pain, as well as other various tendon, joint, muscle an done hindrances. The clinic is
held four times a year at the Galesburg Clinic, 3315 N. Seminary Dr. Galesburg. The
doctor examines and assesses children’s physical health, then provides a prescription if
necessary. The Elks assists with treatment costs if the family cannot meet the expenses.
Appointments are necessary for the clinical exam and can be scheduled by calling the Elks Children’s
Care Program at 1-800-272-0074.

Thank You Notes
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter -Thank you very much for
you special donation of dish soap,
toilet paper, canned goods and
monetary donation. We are very
thankful for your gifts of love to
benefit the poor and needy in our
shelter and in our communities.
Bacone College -Thank you for you
generous gift to Bacone College.
We are grateful that you have
made supporting Bacone College
a personal priority. Private
support plays an important part
in helping to sustain Bacone and
ensure we are able to provide for
and sufficiently grow to meet the
needs of our students. We are
grateful for your generosity, your
trust, and most importantly, your
commitment to our mission.
Judson University -Thank you! You
and your congregation are a
blessing to the entire Judson
community. We are overwhelmed
with your kindness and generosity.
These gifts remind us that God is
our Jehovah Jared, the perfect
provider. This support makes it
possible to influence the kingdom
of God for generations. Your
generosity enables our students to
live out Ephesians 2:10 “For we
are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.”

Summer hours!
Fridays from
8:00 a.m.
to Noon

American Baptist Women
The women will not be
meeting during the
summer! See you in
September!

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood
pressure
screenings
thanks to a few
of our nurses in
the congregation
volunteering their time.
Stop by the LOFT and get
it checked out!

Name

Jerry Daniels
Haley Stevenson
Shane McLaren
Lynne Stevenson
Jeff Pemberton
Jackie Dusten
Seth Clay
Ken Goad
Matt Carlson
George Inness
Brandon Delgado
Brent Yard
Heather Olson
Teresa Baxter
Kathleen DeMoss

Day
1
2
3
3
7
13
13
13
14
16
16
21
22
29
31

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office.

Summer Concert of
Gospel Music
Begins Wed., August 15
9:00 - 11:00 a.m. or
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
First United Methodist
Church

120 N. Kellogg St.
GriefShare is a video
seminar series that features
some of the nation’s
foremost Christian experts
on grief and recovery
topics as seen from a
Biblical perspective. The
video seminars are
combined with support
group discussion.

A great evening of inspiring
and blessed Christian music
featuring…

Reconciled

A southern Gospel
vocal group from
Red Oak, IA
August 12th - 6:30 p.m.
First Church of God
1080 Harrison St.

This concert is being held in
conjunction with the Saturday
Nite Alive in Jesus monthly
concert.
FREE Admission
A free will offering will be received to
benefit the Galesburg Rescue Mission &
Women’s Shelter

29

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

26

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

19

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

12

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

5

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship

5th Sunday Potluck

Sunday
30

6

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

27

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

20

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Newsletter Articles Due

13

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Transfiguration

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Monday

August 2018

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

28

21

14

7

31

Play at the Park

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

1

30

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal

23

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
6:15 PM Praise Team
Practice

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

9

2

16

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
5:00 PM KPCK Community Meal
6:15 PM Praise Team
Practice

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group
6:15 PM Praise Team
Practice

Thursday

Friday

31

24

17

10

3

Saturday
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