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Connect Finale 2018

We celebrated the end of our CONNECT year with a potluck family dinner,
singing, dancing, memory verses, awards, and lots of fun! Enjoy the pictures
above and share them with families that would like join us in September.
A big thanks to all our amazing volunteers who served all season long. It has
been so exciting to see the work God is doing in the lives of our families that
CONNECT on Wednesday nights. Everyone enjoy your summer and
we will see you back at CONNECT in September!

Pastor Bob’s Musings
A Season of Exciting Transitions
I love spring in the Midwest. Even though it seemed to
be late in arriving, I find myself nearly jumping out of my
skin with excitement for each new day. I know. Perhaps
I’ve overstated my enthusiasm. But bear with me. This is
the first spring season that Diane and I have had in our
house and my mind is racing with outside home
improvement ideas. Can’t wait to get the garden going to
see if my designated space will work. I love this time of the year. Everything is changing so
quickly.
During the month of May, we will be entering a season of exciting transitions as a church. We
just wrapped up a year of successful Wednesday night programs with Connect, Trek, and adult
Bible study. The youth will continue meeting throughout the summer. Along with many of our
students going to camp, I am very pleased that they will continue to meet. After a few weeks
break, we’ll change gears for the children and launch “Play at the Park” on May 30th. After
being at the park, people can make their way over to Diane’s and my house where we will be
hosting a new casual event, “Fire with Friends.” We’ve got a nice fire-pit in our backyard and
we’ll heat it up each Wednesday night at 7:30 for an opportunity to just hang out together. We
might even roast hot dogs or have s’mores.
Improvements on the kitchen will be quickly happening so that we can begin hosting the Knox
Prairie Community Kitchen in June. We will also initiate a project in refreshing Luster
Fellowship Hall and our restrooms in order to welcome the community to our church. The
project will require some “elbow grease” on our part and as well as some sort of capital fundraising. Details will come quickly in the middle of the month. Stay tuned.
In May, we’re also wrapping up our series in Ephesians: God’s Family on Mission. During the
first two Sundays in June, we’ll be talking about stewarding our lives and resources in order to
fulfill the Mission of God in our time and place. On Father’s Day, June 17th, we will worship
together at Lake Storey. Beginning July 1, we will begin an informative and encouraging sermon
series through the summer on the attributes of God.
May brings an exciting season of transition. Lot’s going on here as we are “on Mission with
God.” I hope you are as encouraged and enthused as I am about what God is doing among us
and that you will join us as you are able.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are slightly different but
usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be placed. This is a tangible
way to show God’s love and the love of His church to our community.

Jordan Van Dyke
Appreciation
As we just finished another amazing season
of CONNECT, I am filled with
appreciation for our volunteers. These
volunteers sacrifice their time and give of
their talents to share God’s love to our
families on Wednesday night. As a parent
myself, I am so grateful for the love that is
given to my 3 children as well as the other
families who are a part of CONNECT.
I would ask that all of us would take some
time to thank our volunteers but always our
Heavenly Father who blesses us in so many
ways. As Spring is here to stay and we
spend more time outside with others, let us
be filled with gratitude and appreciation so
we may share this love that we have
received.
We all live in a negative and thankless
society, but let us be like Jesus, give thanks
to God, and love everyone God would put
in our daily lives. I know it can seem
overwhelming and difficult, but let us
remember all the blessings that we have
been given and use that to fuel or
compassion to share love with others. I am
so appreciative for my family here at FBC
and want to share that love with my friends
and neighbors or whoever God puts before
me this season. I look forward to hearing
your stories of appreciation and adventures
of loving others! Thank you!!!

CARE
A
R

Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.
Sundays
8:15 a.m. - Men Meet
9:00 - Friendship Builders
4:00 p.m.- Neighbors CARE

Room 5
Room 6
736 N Prairie St

Tuesdays

10:00 a.m.- Seminary Estates
2nd Floor
6:30 p.m. - God’s Way
Call church for location
Wednesdays

6:00 p.m. Wed PM

Room 7

Thursdays

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted

Here is the schedule of topics for the
month for the D6 curriculum:
May 6 - God is Love - 1John 4:7-19;
Psalm 40:1-17; Ephesians 2:1-10;
Romans 5:6-11; John 3:16-17
May 13 - God is Holy - Exodus 15:1-21;
Revelation 4:8-11; 1Samuel 2:1-3;
Isaiah 5:13-15; 6:1-6; Joshua 24:19-28;
Ezekiel 39:1-24; Leviticus 19:1-4; Psalm 99;
Proverbs 9:7-12; 1Peter 1:14-21
May 20 - God is Sovereign Deuteronomy 10:17-22; 1Timothy 6:13-16;
Isaiah 46:5-13; Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 97:1-12;
Jeremiah 23 23-24; Jonah 1:1-10
May 27 - God is Unchanging Numbers 23:18-20; 25-27; Jeremiah 18:5-11;
2Timothy 2:8-13; James 1:16-18;
Hebrews 6:13-20; Genesis 12:1-3;
Exodus 3:13-15; Lamentations 3:21-26

MISSION MOMENTS…
One Great Hour of Sharing 2018 - Receiving June 3rd

Thank you! A letter from your world relief officer, Lisa Rothenberger-Winter
God is doing more than we can imagine.
The human imagination is Pretty incredible. I visited Nicaragua last year and met
Lucia (on this year’s poster) and heard her dreams for her family. She is a farmer,
and their lives have gotten harder as the rains come less frequently. When they do
come it’s often in downpours, not in the gently falling rains that best nourish crops.
Their life is hard, yet when she pictures their future, she imagines her children
growing up, going to college, being professionals, and bring for the Earth. The
human imagination is also limited, bound by our finite human experience.
Sometimes the suffering of the world outpaces our ability to imagine new life.
For many, 2017 was an apocalyptic year filled with unbelievable hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, floods and
violence. You prayed, stood with, and gave to people and needs from next-door neighbors to global neighbors you
may never meet. As I write this letter in early February 2018, you have given over $2 million to help the hundreds of
thousands of people impacted by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria and mudslides and fires in California. These
generous gifts help people envision recovery and new life, strengthened by the assurance that God is working in,
through, and beyond us.
The same Apostle Paul who said that God is able to “accomplish abundantly more than we can ask or
imagine” (Ephesians s 3:20) also put the work of building abundance squarely at our feet: “…always seek to do good
to one another and to all” (!Thessalonians 5:15).
You have done good to one another and to all. when dreams abound and even when our imaginations run dry,
you continue to do good. Your One Great Hour of Sharing gifts are living testimony to this. I offer thanks for your
generous giving to OGHS. Let us continue to be strengthened in the knowledge that God is able to “accomplish
abundantly more than we can ask or imagine.”

Letter From Your Trustee Board
We have many blessings here at First Baptist. Our stable congregation is eager to grow and seek out new
opportunities to serve and influence our community. We are blessed with an enthusiastic staff and leadership
team that continues to pursue God’s will. We have a great building that has the potential to facilitate steady
future growth. Even better, this building is positioned in an excellent location in Galesburg to provide us
opportunities to reach outside of our doors and serve the community.
We are all aware that one of the greatest blessings we have as a church are our fixed and investment assets that
quite often provide us the fuel necessary to pursue our goals. Whenever we are in the process of discerning the
feasibility of different projects as a church, our investment assets in particular are always understood to be a
possible and often utilized source of funding. In many cases, we think of them as being relatively unused outside
of earned interest. For example during discussions regarding possible kitchen updates the idea was put across
that there is no sense sitting on our investments and not using them.
In an effort to get everyone on the same page, it is worth noting that we do rely extensively on our earned
interest and even investment principal in order to keep the lights on and our doors open. In 2017 alone, we
transferred $153,000 from our investments to simply take care of everyday expenses and ongoing projects.
Overall, our investment assets were depleted by nearly $40,000 in a year when markets were very rewarding to
the typical portfolio. It is important that we all keep this information in mind moving forward as it is likely this
trend will continue. Keep in mind this is not meant to be negative outlook or a reason to not move in the
direction we feel God is pulling us in the future. This is simply a reminder of how invaluable all of our assets
are and how limited their availability could become when we view them as not currently being used.

Stewardship
Practical Tips for Godly Lifestyle Adjustments

! Live simply and within your means. 1 Timothy 6:6-8

! Do not covet the possessions of others. Exodus 20:17
! Follow this wise advice: “Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without.”
! When considering making a purchase, ask yourself: “Do I really need this?” Learn to discern between
your needs and your wants. 1 Timothy 6:8-10, Hebrews 13:5
! Examine your home for evidence of hoarding. Luke 12:18
! Give away anything that owns you. Matthew 19:21

! Do not fall for commercial advertising – shop wisely based on good counsel. Proverbs 11:14

! Avoid fads; stick with the classics that are always in style. Colossians 2:8, Romans 12:1-2
! Analyze the cost of seemingly small expenditures, such as eating out, buying brand name clothing, etc.
These purchases can add up to substantial sums of money. Proverbs 27:23-24
! In making major purchases, be sure to shop around, compare prices, gain knowledge, and get at least
three prices or bids before making your final decision. Proverbs 24:4-5

! Actively de-accumulate by going through your closets, drawers, storage spaces, garage, basement, etc.
Matthew 6:19-20

! Be willing to pray before making special purchases. Give God the opportunity to lead you or provide for
you in an unexpected but more affordable way. 1 Peter 5:7
! Be willing to purchase or use pre-owned items. Oftentimes you can save substantial money by getting
what someone else previously paid full price for. Job 27:16, Proverbs 13:22
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Thank You Notes
Judson University- Thank you! On
behalf of the staff, faculty, and
students at Judson University I
would like to thank you for your
congregations faithful giving.
Your generosity reaches across the
entire university Campus and
around the world. Chapel
programs including Spiritual
Enrichment Week, A study in the
Psalms, and Beyond Colorblind
are made possible because of you.
Ignite - Thank you for your gift to
the Ignite Retreat! You paved the
way for students at 5 colleges in
our region to have a genuine
encounter with Jesus and
recognize their calling to impact
their campuses. We appreciate
your commitment to helping
Ignite students with a greater
passion to pursue Christ and
transform their colleges for Him!
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter - We are truly blessed by
your faithful and beautiful
support of our ministries here!
Thanks so very much to each of
you!
During the month of March, a
man in his 60’s from our KnoxWarren County area came to us
needing housing. He had broken
his leg last fall, and was being
released from a local nursing
home and their rehab unit, when
he came to our Galesburg Rescue
Mission. In one of the evening
Chapels, Joe (not his real name)
recommitted his heart and life to
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
We thank our Lord that Joe made
this recommitment to Christ.
Please pray with us that Joe will
continue on God’s path.

Church Women United
First Lutheran
Church
364 E. Water St.

Thurs., May 3rd
9:30 a.m.
May Fellowship Day
will be observed with
a brunch followed
by the program,
“In Gratitude for
God’s Presence.”
Tickets are $6.00 and may
be purchased from Dolly
Colwell. All women of the
area are invited to attend
this meeting of
Christian Fellowship.

Name

James Hunt
Gabbi Van Dyke
Connor Sterr
Lora Hanson
Chris Beyler
Chuck Atwater
Stan Farmer

Day
11
13
14
15
22
24
26

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office.

Pastor Bob’s New Book!

American Baptist Women
Tues., May 8th
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast at Perkins

All women welcome!

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood
pressure
screenings thanks
to a few of our
nurses in the
congregation volunteering
their time. Stop by the
LOFT and get it checked
out!

Webber Institute Books has
published Pastor Bob’s new
book: Strategic Portraits: People
and Movements that Shaped
Evangelical Worship. You can
check out details at Amazon
and purchase in print or
Kindle formats. If you would
like a print book at a discount
price of $15, see Pastor Bob.

We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
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30

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Open CARE

27

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Open CARE

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

28

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

21

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Open CARE

20

Newsletter Articles Due

14

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM God's Way
CARE Group

7

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM God's Way
CARE Group

Monday

Mother's Day

13

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Open CARE

Aly & Eric Bridal shower

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Open CARE

Sunday

May 2018

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
6:30 PM God's Way
CARE Group

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
6:30 PM God's Way
CARE Group

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
6:30 PM God's Way
CARE Group

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women
10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

29

22

15

8

1

9

2

7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

30

7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

23

7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

16

7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

Wednesday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

31

24

17

10

3

Friday

1

25

18

11

4

Saturday
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