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April 1st, Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday is the most important day in history. For
“if Christ has not been raised, our faith is futile and we
are still in our sins…But Christ has indeed been raised
from the dead” (I Corinthians 15:17, 20). He is risen
indeed! Join us for a service of celebration through
great singing, God’s Word, and the Lord’s Table.

Connect Finale for April
A look back at CONNECT for the 2017-2018 school year: we
started the year with a party and some ground rules, we did a unit
on Character, had a Halloween party, did a unit on Thankfulness in
Christ, studied Advent and ended 2017 with a Christmas party. We
kicked off 2018 with a party and then studied 1 & 2 Samuel, had a
Valentine’s Day party and celebrated Ash Wednesday. We just finished up a unit on
Galatians and will finish the year with of study of the greatness of God. I know I have learned a
lot this year and enjoyed watching the teachers and students learn together!

April 4th - Back from Spring Break and starting a “God is ___________” study
April 11th - STORE NIGHT! - be sure to be here so you can visit the store!
April 18th - Wednesday CONNECT Celebration - Potluck dinner at 6:00 p.m. with celebration
to follow! Bring some food and friends and come ready to have some fun!
April 22nd - Sunday CONNECT Celebration - We will celebrate the conclusion of our second
year of CONNECT with singing and dancing. We will also recognize our wonderful
teachers and helpers along with students showing off their memorized application verses.
Join us at 10:00 a.m. for a time of fun and celebration! There will always be some very
colorful and delicious donuts available in the Loft before our celebration!
April 25th - CONNECT Volunteer Banquet - 6:00 p.m. at Pizza Ranch! Let us honor them and
all their hard work that they gave to make Wednesday nights awesome! We will have
childcare available at the church.

Pastor Bob’s Musings
Following God’s Lead
After several months of deliberation, research, and prayerful discernment, the trustees approved
upgrading our kitchen so that we may host bi-weekly meals prepared and served by the Knox Prairie
Community Kitchen. We are grateful to the many people who were involved in the process, especially
Mike Inness, Mike Landon, and Ken Goad provided their focused efforts to bring the cost down from
$40,000 to about $10,000 for the upgrade.
God has been with us throughout this process. One of the priorities that I
suggested as I interviewed for my position as senior pastor and which I
continued to press after you called me was to prayerfully pursue being an
outward-focused church. And so, as we talked, we also prayed for those
opportunities. It is notable that the Kitchen approached us, rather than
vice-versa. That’s a God-thing. Many people have also remarked about
how healthy our dialogue was throughout this process, from the small giveand-take gatherings that we had to the all-church meal and discussion we
held on January 14th.
Though we didn’t all agree, we dialogued
respectfully and in love. That’s a God-thing, too. As we began collecting
written reflections regarding the project, it became clear that there were some deeply held feelings both
ways. The majority of folks felt that we should move forward, even with the hefty price-tag. But a
significant minority raised serious questions about the wisdom of spending so much money. The
outcome, however, was a much lower cost that satisfied the real financial concerns while moving forward
with the project. God brought a solution we did not even envision two months ago. Clearly, this is God’s
enterprise.
I believe that this strategic move to host the Kitchen is a paradigm shift into a new day of ministry for us.
I invite you and encourage you to see it that way as well. God is providing a way for us to be intentionally
outward-focused. Not many churches have 200 people in the community coming to them every month.
Most of us have problems getting outside of our Christian friends/family social bubble. God has burst
that for us, if we are willing, and opened a wide door to share our life in Christ.
We do not have firm dates, but the kitchen project may move forward rather quickly. It is conceivable
that we could be hosting meals by May, and certainly before summer starts. Opportunities to serve and
engage in God’s enterprise will come quickly. We are also considering how we might refresh Luster
Fellowship Hall to be more welcoming to our soon-coming guests. It will, no doubt, require some
financial and work investment in which you will have the opportunity to participate.
God is on the move! I really believe it. I trust you’ll join him in his work here at FBC.

First Sunday Donation
The first Sunday of each month we receive items for the Galesburg Rescue
Mission & Women’s Shelter. Their needs each month are slightly different but
usually are in need of bathroom tissue, napkins, dish soap, laundry soap and
assorted canned goods. You may bring your items to any of the sanctuary
entrances and there is a basket for your items to be placed. This is a tangible
way to show God’s love and the love of His church to our community.

Jordan Van Dyke’s Questions
Now What?
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A
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Concerned bout eaching Everyone
…Connecting people on a regular basis in a
small group with an equipped leader to facilitate
developing maturity in Christ, and community
among the members of the group and the church
as a whole.

We have just celebrated Easter together and
NOW WHAT?
How will we live this Resurrection life together?
How will we continue to be filled with the same
power that raised Jesus from the dead?
How will we share this Good News to the people
with live life with?

Sundays
8:15 a.m. - Men Meet
9:00 - Friendship Builders
4:00 p.m.- Neighbors CARE

Those are some huge questions to answer and I
truly believe that it’s God’s plan for us to live
them out. This is the Christian life that we have
been saved to live out in a lost and dying world
that is looking for help and hope. We are
commanded to gather together as God’s family
and encourage one another as we live out God’s
mission for our lives. We know that Jesus’ last
command to the disciples was to make more
disciples. One of Jesus’ last commands was to
also love one another so that the world would
know that we are Jesus’ disciples.

Thursdays

How can we love another in such a way that
would make more disciples? We have to do this in
community that is lived out in public so a
watching world can see the Love of God on
display. It needs to start in our homes but then
move out into the neighborhood where others
can see and experience it. As the weather warms
up look for ways to get outside in your yard, the
park, or just out in the neighborhood and city.
Let’s begin to pray for the power that raised Jesus
from the dead to embolden us to live this out with
one another and the people God sends to us. I
know personally that this is not easy but it is
worth it and there is nothing like joining Jesus on
this life that He saved us to live. Let’s do this
together for the Glory of God brothers and
sisters!

Tuesdays

10:00 - Seminary Estates
Wednesdays

6:00 p.m. Wed PM

Room 5
Room 6
736 N Prairie St
2nd Floor
Room 7

1:30 p.m. Walk With God CARE Judson Room
All CARE groups will be studying the D6 Curriculum unless noted.

Here is the schedule of topics for the
month for the D6 curriculum:
FEBRUARY-FAITH, FAMILY & DISCIPLESHIP
April 1 - A Song for Suffering Psalm 22
April 8 - A Song for the King Psalm 72
April 15 - A Song for Enduring Love Psalm 89
April 22 - A Song of Praise Psalm 103
April 29 - A Song for Justice Psalm 109
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MISSION MOMENTS…
America For Christ Offering 2018
Your America for Christ offering is making life-changing impact through ministries and
resources that vitalize our congregations and communities across the United States and Puerto
Rico with the hope of Jesus Christ.
www.abhms.org
The America for Christ Offering
2018 reminds us that it is in our
service to the church and the
community that many experience
the Christ in us. We are encouraged
by this year’s theme to come
alongside people and build them up. Thank you for giving generously to this year’s AFC offering and
helping us partner in home mission. You gave a total of $823.00.

The Children’s Milk Fund of Knox County
established 1945
When The Galesburg Post newspaper owner Mary Creighton created the Children’s Milk Fund of
Knox County in 1945, she wanted to provide underprivileged children in her community with access
to milk. Ms. Creighton knew that milk was a necessary nutritional component for children’s
development and that sometimes parents did not have the financial means to provide it for their kids,
considering it a luxury. Ms. Creighton’s Milk Fund relieved some of that burden. At the time, Mary
wrote that “For the simplest of all charities, all you need is a heart and a newspaper to keep it going 52
weeks a year”. She was able to raise donations for the Milk Fund via a column in her weekly
newspaper, recognize donors,, as well as provide information on the good deeds accomplished through
the fund.
Although Ms. Creighton and hew newspaper are gone and Mary’s “simple charity” is no longer run
through a weekly newspaper article, there still exists today a need for babies and children in our
community to receive milk.
In those 73 years since the Children’s Milk Fund was first organized, it has undergone other changes.
Volunteers no longer deliver milk to the doors of recipients. Today, milk vouchers are instead
distributed in coordination with area social service agencies such as WIC, Salvation Army, and FISH.
In addition to milk, infant formula is now available for babies. The fund has gained 501(3) © status.
In place of a newspaper, the fund has a website.
What hasn’t changed is that the Fund is still managed and administered completely by volunteers.
This gives the Milk Fund the Distinction of passing on one hundred percent of donations that are
raised to children in need of the nutritional benefit of milk.
What also hasn’t changed is the need for community-minded citizens to charitably donate to what Ms.
Creighton sometimes referred to as “the milk of human kindness fund”.
If you would like to help continue to provide milk and formula to children (aged 13 and under) in
Knox County, please consider making a donation to the Children’s Milk Fund, ℅ Shirley Taylor, 724
W. 1st St., Galesburg, IL 61401.
Please help to sustain the Milk Fund, one of Knox County’s oldest charitable organizations.

Stewardship
God will show you other giving opportunities worthy of your support.
Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:
James 1:27

The Christian who is pure and without fault, from God the Father’s point of view, is the one
who takes care of orphans and widows, and who remains true to the Lord. TLB
Job 29:12-13

I rescued the poor who cried for help, and the fatherless who had none to assist him. The
man who was dying blessed me; I made the widow’s heart sing.
Matthew 10:42

And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is
my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.
Hebrews 13:2-3

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained
angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who
are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
Philippians 4:14

(Paul said to the Christians in Phillipi) You have done right in helping me in my

present difficulty.
Acts 28:10

They honored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the
supplies we needed.
Luke 14:13-14

When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will
be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.

You have not lived until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.

John Bunyan 1688
Wednesday Night Programming
April Schedule
Theme: God Is…
4th - God is Holy!
11th - God is Sovereign!
Final Store Night!
18th - FAMILY POTLUCK! Please bring a dish to share!
22nd - Celebration Sunday!
Join us at 10:00 a.m. for a time of fun and celebration!
25th - Volunteer Banquet - Pizza Ranch 6:00 p.m.

Thank You Notes
Jeff & Judy Yourison- Thank you so
much for your partnership in
reaching out to college students
with the Gospel. We appreciate
your gifts and prayers as we look
forward to the coming months.
We’re preparing to join with other
campus ministries to plan new
groups on hundreds of U.S.
campuses, and we continue to
reach out online to those students
engaging in social platforms and
gaming.
Galesburg Rescue Mission & Women’s
Shelter - Thank you very much for
your donation of the packages of
toilet paper and canned goods.
We are very thankful for your gift
of love to benefit the poor and
needy in our shelter and in our
communities.

Church Women United
First Lutheran
Church
364 E. Water St.

Thurs., April 5th
9:15 a.m.
The program will
be presented by
Pam Johnson, a
retired teacher
from the
Galesburg
Christian School. She will
talk about the experience of
Julia Mattocks, who was our
local “Rosie the Riveter.”
Bring a friend an join us for
an interesting time!

American Baptist Women
Tues., April 10th
9:15 a.m.
All women welcome!

3rd Sunday
9 - 10 a.m.
In the LOFT
We offer blood pressure
screenings thanks to a few
of our nurses in
the congregation
volunteering their
time. Stop by the
LOFT and get it
checked out!

Name

Sue Anderson
Levi Stroops
Grace Van Dyke
Jayleen Galloway
Jordan Redington
Marty Sterr
Betty Goedeke
Trélee Galloway
Lexy Clay
Dan Siems
Amos Isala
Marcy Inness
David Aberle

Day
3
8
8
9
9
9
12
12
19
21
24
25
26

If your birthday is not listed, we may
not have your information in the office.

Habitat for Humanity
of Knox County
Groundbreaking Service for
#54 Ecklund Ct., Galesburg
Saturday, April 7th
1:00 p.m.
Join in the celebration marking
another step forward in creating
a world where everyone has a
decent place to live. We gather
as brother & sisters in Christ!
Mission Statement: Seeking to
put God’s love into action, Habitat
for Humanity, brings people
together to build homes,
community, and hope.

We are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)

1

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

29

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

22

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'

15

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'
CARE

8

8:00 AM Men Meet
8:00 AM Praise Team
9:00 AM Friendship
Builders
10:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM Neighbors'

Easter

Sunday

Monday
2

9

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

30

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

23

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

16

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

Newsletter Articles Due

10:00 AM Staff Meeting

April 2018

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

9:15 AM American
Baptist Women
10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE
7:00 PM Church
Boards

10:00 AM Seminary
Estates CARE

Tuesday

1

24

17

10

3

4

7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

6:00 PM CONNECT
Volunteer Banquet
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

2

25

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

18

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

11

6:00 PM CONNECT
7:30 PM Praise Team
Practice

Wednesday

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

1:30 PM Walk With
God CARE Group

Thursday

3

26

19

12

5

Friday

4

27

20

13

6

Saturday

Page 1/1

5

28

21

14

7

FIRST BAPTIST family
169 South Cherry Street
Galesburg, IL 61401-4595
Return Service Requested

FIRST BAPTIST family
the

