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This workbook takes a deeper dive into some of the topics covered 
in the North Hills Membership Videos. As part of your course, you 
can take a look and engage in the parts that feel helpful to you. We're 
so glad to be a part of your walk with Jesus!N
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About Us

Our mission is to introduce people into the community of Jesus and to  
develop passionate disciples.

Our History

On March 14, 1972, the Pomona Adventist Church 

made a determination that, "It is impossible for one 

church to maintain any dynamic influence over such 

a geographic area, and population." So, they made the 

decision to begin the "Pomona North Project."

Less than a decade later, the group had grown and built 

a building to meet in, naming themselves the North Hills 

Church. Over the years our methods have changed, but 

our passion to influence people for Jesus has not.

Address  1717 N Mountain Ave.

Email  info@nhillschurch.org

Phone  (909) 621-3079

To be part of this church is to be on this mission with us. 

Members of North Hills are passionate about this calling. 

The church of Jesus began as a movement, and we 

keep it moving. By serving our community, showing 

others what God is like, and welcoming each person, 

we give all the glory to God. Imagine a church of people 

who are known in their city for being ready to help, and 

who have a clear path laid out for people to come to 

know Jesus and grow in their faith.

We truly believe that God has called us "to introduce 

people into the community of Jesus and to develop 

passionate disciples." So, we are always looking for 

ways to do this better.

Our Mission
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North Hills is excited to be a part of what God is doing in the world! In response to the call of Jesus, we 

work together to introduce people into the community of Jesus and develop passionate disciples. 

Sharing our story of finding a relationship with Jesus is often the beginning of someone else doing the 

same. We also share God's story of his pursuit of us throughout history in sharing our stories.

Growing to be more like Jesus is best done in community. Here we encourage people to be part of a 

small group, offering and receiving support, study, and accountability. We grow best with one another.

Serving others in our church and our surrounding community is essential to living like Jesus. We are 

FOR our neighbors and endeavor to bless those around us, whether inside or outside our walls.

Following Jesus' example, we pursue baptism and belonging in a supportive faith community. Here we 

learn to live like Jesus, pray, and pursue other personal spiritual disciplines.
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Key Texts:

Take a look at the following texts and write down your observations. What is it that Jesus asks of 
those who choose to follow him? If you are part of the body of Christ, what is essential? What are the 
non-essentials? How would living with a mission like this change your life and grow your faith?

Matthew 22:36-40 Matthew 28:19-20 Acts 15:19

Mission
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Beliefs

About God:

Being a Christ-follower is about having a relationship with a living person, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God—it’s not a list of rules or “things to know.”  That being said, however, there are some important 
elements of our faith that are important because they inform us about that relationship. 

God (also referred to as God the Father) is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  He is immortal, all-
powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever present.  He has eternally existed in three personalities—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These three are co-equal and are one God.
For further study, see Genesis 1:1; Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 15:28; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 

Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 Timothy 1:17; Revelation 4:11.

About Jesus:

Jesus is the Son of God and is co-equal with the Father.  He was born in real space and time to a 
woman named Mary in a place called Judea or Palestine.  In his life on Earth, he lived and experienced 
temptation as a human being but never sinned, finally offering himself as the perfect sacrifice for the 
sins of all people by dying on the cross.  He rose from the dead after three days to demonstrate his 
power over sin and death.  He ascended to heaven and will return again to earth in physical form for 
the final deliverance of his people and to reign forever as King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus is 
often referred to as “Christ,” which is a word meaning “Messiah” or “Savior.”
For further study, see Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14; 5:22; 10:30; 14:1-3, 9; Colossians 1:15-19; Romans 6:23, 2; 

Corinthians 5:17-10; Luke 1:35; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 2:9-18; 8:1-2; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.

About the Holy Spirit:

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son.  The Spirit was present and 
active with the Father and the Son in creation, incarnation, and redemption.  He was the source of 
inspiration for the writers of the collection of documents we call the Bible or the Scriptures.  He filled 
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About the Bible:

The Bible is God’s message to us.  The collection of documents that has come down to us was written 
by human authors who were inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit.  The messages contained in this 
collection reveals the story of God’s working in human history and explains the truth about humanity, 
God himself, and the standards he has for us.  Because the Bible is inspired by God, it is the infallible 
revelation of his will for people everywhere and at all times.
For further study, see 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Psalm 119:15, 160; Proverbs 30:5-6; Isaiah 8:20; John 17:17; 

1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 4:12.

Jesus’s earthly life with power.  He is present in the world today to make people aware of their need for 
Jesus and continues to live within people’s hearts from the moment they accept Jesus as their Savior.  
The Holy Spirit provides the Christian with power for living, understanding spiritual truth, and guidance 
in doing what is right and good.  He gives spiritual gifts to every believer when they are saved; these 
gifts are to be used in building up the church.
For further study, see Genesis 1:1-2; Luke 1:35; 4:18; Acts 1:8; 10:38; 2 Peter 1:21; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 1:13-14; 

4:11-12; 5:18; Galatians 5:25; John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-13.

About the Human Beings:

Men and women were made in the image of God with individuality, the power and freedom to think 
and to act—to be like their Creator in character.  Therefore, human beings are the supreme objects of 
God’s creation.  Although we have tremendous potential for good, we have been marred by an attitude 
of disobedience toward God called sin, which has resulted in making people subject to death.  This 
attitude was the result of the disobedience of our first ancestors, Adam and Eve, and as a consequence, 
all of their descendants share this fallen nature and its consequences.  We are born with weaknesses 
and tendencies to do wrong or even evil—a spirit opposite of God’s causing us to turn away from him.  
However, God in Jesus Christ has reconciled the world to himself and by his Holy Spirit restores his 
character and image within the human race—as long as people choose to reclaim God’s character.
For further study, see Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7, 15; Psalm 8:4-8; 51:5, 10; Acts 17:23-28; Isaiah 59:1-2; 53:6; Romans 3:9-18, 23; 

5:12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:19-20; 1 John 4:7-8, 11.
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About Death:

Because of our sinfulness, the fate of every person is death.  However, God, who alone is immortal, 
will grant eternal life to those who have accepted Jesus as their Savior.  Until that day, death is a 
temporary state of unconsciousness while a person awaits the resurrection.  The Bible calls this 
intermediate state a “sleep.”  When a person dies, the body returns to the dust of the ground, and the 
spirit or breath returns to God; a person’s “spirit” is not a conscious entity without a body.
For further study, see 1 Kings 2:10; 11:43; 14:20, 21; 15:8; Job 14:10-12; Psalm 13:3; 146:4; Ecclesiastes 9:5-6, 10; 12:7; 

Matthew 9:24; 27:52; Mark 5:39; John 5:28-29; 11:11-14; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:4.

About Salvation:

Although the penalty for turning away from God is death—separation from him—God in his infinite love 
and mercy made Jesus, who was sinless in his life on earth, to take our punishment upon himself.  
It is through Jesus’ sacrifice that we can be reunited (or “reconciled”) with God and be considered 
righteous ourselves.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we sense our need, acknowledge our sinfulness, repent of 
our sins and wrongdoings, and accept God’s free gift of salvation.  We are then adopted as his sons 
and daughters and delivered from the God-separating power of sin.  We can never make up for our sin 
by self-improvement or good deeds.  The only way to come back to God is by trusting in Jesus Christ 
as God’s offer of forgiveness; thus, we are saved from sin’s penalty and its power.
For further study, see 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; John 3:16; Galatians 1:4; 4:4-7; 3:13-14, 26; Titus 3:3-7; John 3:3-8; 16:8; 

1 Peter 1:23; 2:21-22; Romans 10:17; 3:21-26; 5:6-10; 8:1-4, 14-17; 12:2; Luke 17:5; Mark 9:23-24; Ephesians 2:5-10;  

Colossians 1:13-14; Hebrews 8:7-12; 2 Peter 1:3-4.

About the Second Coming of Jesus:

The great hope of God’s followers embodied in the church is the second coming of Jesus, the 
grand climax of the gospel and Earth’s history.  Jesus’s coming will be literal, personal, visible, and 
worldwide.  When he returns, the righteous dead (those who have been saved) will be resurrected in 
new, incorruptible bodies, and together with the righteous (saved) living will be glorified and taken 
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About Sabbath:

After the six days of creation, God rested on the seventh day and blessed that day.  In his commands to 
his followers in the Old Testament, God commands people of all generations to observe the seventh-
day Sabbath as a day of rest, worship, and ministry; this coincides with Jesus’s teaching and practice 
in the New Testament.  Jesus called himself the Lord of the Sabbath and showed us that the day is 
a gift to human beings: it is a celebration of God’s creative and redemptive acts, a day of delightful 
communion with God and one another, a reminder that God is in control and we can rest in him and 
his love.  By taking one twenty-four hour period out of each week to celebrate God’s goodness, we are 
reminded of his wisdom, generosity, and the fact that we are more than mere machines intended to 
work constantly.  This day, Sabbath, is a joy!
For further study, see Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11; 31:13-17; Luke 4:16; Isaiah 56:5-6; 58:13-14; Matthew 12:1-12;  

Ezekiel 20:12, 20; Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Hebrews 4:1-11; Leviticus 23:32; Mark 1:32.

to heaven.  However, the unrighteous all will die.  Because we do not know exactly when Jesus will 
return, we believe that he will come soon; therefore, we are urged to be ready at all times.
For further study, see Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; Matthew 24; Luke 21; Mark 13; Revelation 1:7; 

14:14-20; Matthew 26:64; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-5; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54; 

2 Timothy 3:1-5.
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Follow

Spiritual Pathways Assessment: (used with corresponding video)

Following Jesus in baptism is our first step in faith, but there are many ways we can continue in 
spiritual disciplines like Jesus. Some, like fasting or solitude, are experienced less often. Others, like 
study, prayer, and giving, are meant to be part of our regular rhythms. How will you grow in discipline? 
For some fun, use the optional "Spiritual Pathways" assessment to discover how you are wired to 
connect to God.

God doesn’t create people in cookie-cutter fashion. Each of us is unique. As a result, different kinds of 
experiences make us feel closer to God. Spiritual pathways help us identify the ways we most naturally 
connect with God. There are a total of seven pathways. Most people gravitate toward one or two of them. 
 
This video-based Spiritual Pathways Assessment is designed to help you identify the pathways toward 
which you gravitate. Here’s how it works:
1. In the video, you’ll see a series of 35 statements on the screen, one at a time.
2. On a scale of 1 to 5, determine how accurately each statement describes you. A "5" means the 

statement is very true.
3. Write your number in one of the seven columns below (the video will tell you where to write your 

number).
4. Once you’ve seen all of the statements, add up the totals in the space below each column.
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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Spiritual Pathways Assessment Results: Completed After Video

Write your numbers in the corresponding blanks below.

Spiritual Pathways Definitions

Here are some of the spiritual pathways, with brief descriptions of how a person using these pathways 
feels connected to God.
1. _____ Activism: taking action to right a wrong or initiate a change
2. _____ Contemplation: enjoying solitude, prayer, and meditation
3. _____ Nature: enjoying the natural world
4. _____ Intellect: pursuing knowledge
5. _____ Relationships: connecting with others
6. _____ Service: completing meaningful tasks on behalf of others
7. _____ Worship: participating in musical or artistic expression

Questions for Reflection and Discussion:

1. Before this assessment, how aware were you of how you connect with God?
2. Which of the pathways help you feel most connected to God?
3. How accurate do you think your assessment results were? Explain.
4. To what extent are you currently connecting with God through your spiritual pathways?
5. What activity do you need more of to ensure you are meaningfully connecting with God?
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Giving Transparency

At North Hills we aim for transparency in all that we do, including our finances. We pool our resources 
to make an impact in our community and around the world, so here is a brief explanation of where the 
money goes. Each year every member has the opportunity gather together and vote a budget. Here is 
where your generous donations go:

There are two primary ways your donations contribute to North Hills Church and beyond: church 
budget and tithe.

CHURCH BUDGET
• EVERYTHING we do at the local church (beyond the pastors' salaries) must find funding from local 

church budget
• Our fiscal year runs January 1 - December 31
• All records are open for review and explanation
• We are exacting in honoring the giver’s intention for their gift.

TITHE 
• Tithe in Scripture is 10% of one’s increase (profit after the cost of doing business)
• In our denomination ALL donations to the Tithe line item are sent to the Southern California 

Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
• Tithe pays our pastor, denominational teachers and denominational administrators.
• Southern California Conference of Seventh-day Adventists operates on about 75 cents of every 

Tithe dollar
• 25% goes to support other levels of church work
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How We Treat One Another

The phrase "one another" occurs 100 times in the New Testament. Approximately 59 of those 
occurrences are specific commands teaching us how to relate to one another. These behaviors form 
the basis for all true Christian community, With that in mind, reflect on some of the texts listed below. 
What do you notice?

Love one another (John 13:34 - This command occurs at least 16 times!)
Be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10)
Honor one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10)
Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16)
Build up one another (Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:11)
Accept one another (Romans 15:7)
Greet one another (Romans 16:16)
Care for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25)
Serve one another (Galatians 5:13)
Bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2)
Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:2, 32; Colossians 3:13)
Be patient with one another (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13)
Be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32)
Submit to one another (Ephesians 5:21, 1 Peter 5:5)
Look to the interests of one another (Philippians 2:4)
Bear with one another (Colossians 3:13)
Teach one another (Colossians 3:16)
Comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
Stir up one another to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24)
Show hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9)
Pray for one another (James 5:16)
Confess your faults to one another (James 5:16)

Grow
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The Unity in Community

Of course things get messy sometimes, but we were created to live in community and not in isolation. 
We want to help you find the people who you will best thrive with. At the same time, even in those 
moments when we disagree or have conflict, we abide by the principles Jesus conveyed in Matthew 18, 
and we refrain from gossip or tearing others down. We all share in the responsibility being accepting, 
friendly, and showing love and unity to everyone. Thank you for being a part of that with us!
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kLife is better connected! Join a team or a small group and discover how 
the body of Christ can help you grow in your faith!
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Spiritual Gifts:

One of the ways we can connect with God is to participate with him as he grows and advances his 
kingdom (Romans 12:4–6). God made each of us with a unique set of talents, passions, and spiritual 
gifts. He wants us to use those gifts to benefit others because when we do so we reflect his love to 
the people around us. What gifts do you notice in the following passages? Does anything else stand 
out to you?

Romans 12:6-8 Ephesians 4:11-13 1 Corinthians 12:7-11

1 Peter 4:10-11

Serve
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Spiritual Gifts Assessment

This video-based Spiritual Gift Assessment is designed to help you identify your own spiritual gifts.
Here’s how it works:
1. Watch the corresponding video. You’ll see a series of 44 statements on the screen, one at a time.
2. One a scale of 1 to 5, determine how accurately each statement describes you. A “5” means the 

statement is very true of you.
3. Write your number in one of the eleven columns below (the video will tell you where to write your 

number).
4. Once you’ve seen all of the statements, tally up totals in the spaces below each column.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Write your numbers in the corresponding blanks below:

____ 1. Administration     ____ 7. Mercy (Empathy/Care)
____ 2. Evangelism      ____ 8. Pastoring (Spiritual Guidance)
____ 3. Exhortation (Encouragement)  ____ 9. Serving
____ 4. Giving       ____ 10. Teaching
____ 5. Hospitality      ____ 11. Wisdom (Practical Application)
____ 6. Leadership
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Reflect and Discuss

1. Before this assessment, how aware were you of spiritual gifts?
2. What did you learn about your spiritual gifts from taking the assessment?
3. How accurate do you think your assessment results were? Explain.
4. To what extent are you currently using your spiritual gifts to benefit the church and other people?
5. What is one thing you can do to better utilize your spiritual gifts? 

There are so many ways to serve. God is often more concerned with our availability than he is our 
ability. Even our denomination is structured in order to try and serve needs all over the world. Here's a 
peek at the organizational structure of the Seventh-day Adventist Denomination.

• General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
• North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists (one of 13 Divisions worldwide). 

• Pacific Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists (one of 9 Unions within the NAD).
• Southern California Conference of Seventh-day Adventists (SCC) (one of 7 

Conferences within the PUC).
• North Hills Church of Seventh-day Adventists (one of over 125 churches in SCC).
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Understanding Our Walk towards Jesus

Everyone comes to know Jesus differently. Some grow up in a faith setting. Others begin learning 
about Jesus much later on in life. Still others grow up in faith, walk away for a time, and find themselves 
rediscovering it again. Still, there are patterns we can identify that help us to be a good friend to others 
and to see how God might be working in there lives.

TRUST RELATIONSHIP FAITH DISCIPLESHIP

There are four spaces people tend to move through when they come to trust their lives to Jesus.

Trusting a Christian: People today often start in a place of skepticism or distrust toward Christians. 
Their first step often comes when they move into a relationship of trust with a Christian friend. Trust 
is the seed that catalyzes the journey of faith.

Relationships of Support: It’s possible to have a trusting relationship with someone for years without 
them having mush interest in our faith. We are FOR our friends, and support them, encouraging them 
to ask good questions about life and how faith might make their life better.

Faith Curiosity: At some point, as the Holy Spirit moves, people have a curiosity about how faith might 
make their life better. We can help them engage in stories of Jesus and discover the life he offers.

Discipleship Commitment: When someone places their trust in Jesus more fully and is baptized, they 
begin a journey of discovering the ways God can use them to bless others. We are privileged to be 
able to join with God in the work he is doing around us. Let's help one another keep our eyes open!

Share
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Reflecting

The parable of the sower gives us a glimpse of how important it is to foster healthy environments 
for faith to grow. Every social, worship service, small group, event, or activity we do is a space where 
someone may take the next step of faith. What do you notice about Jesus's parable of the sower and 
how it relates to our influence  in the lives of those around us?

Matthew 13:1-23

Three Simple Steps:

Part of making disciples, and being a member here at North Hills, is being aware that we can 
introduce people to Jesus and welcome them into the community that is the body of Christ. With an 
understanding of the four spaces we mentioned, here are three simple steps we can take.

1. Connect in friendship (be trustworthy and supportive, not manipulative)
2. Converse about faith (how has following Jesus changed your life?)
3. Collaborate as followers (let's make the world a better place, together)



19

Response

Mission:

What have you learned or what are you looking forward to implementing in your walk with God? 

Follow:

What have you learned or what are you looking forward to implementing in your walk with God? 

You made it! You've watched the videos and completed the workbook! What are you excited to do in 
the four areas we've been talking about? What have you learned? Use this space to reflect and set 
some goals. Then, when you're ready, fill out the membership request form on our website. We'd love 
to have you sharing God's love alongside us!
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Other Notes:

Grow:

Serve:

Share:

What have you learned or what are you looking forward to implementing in your walk with God? 

What have you learned or what are you looking forward to implementing in your walk with God? 

What have you learned or what are you looking forward to implementing in your walk with God? 
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1717 N Mountain Ave.

Claremont, CA 91711

+1 (909) 621-3079

info@nhillschurch.org

Contact Us!

nhillschurch.org
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