
 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 4: CHRISTMAS 
Introduction: First-centuries Jews expected the arrival of a messiah. 
Scripture had recorded God’s promise to provide them with a Savior. 
They believed that this messiah would be a political and military 
leader. He would save their culture by driving out the Roman Empire 
and making Israel a feared military power in the region once again. But 
when God orchestrated Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, he was up to 
something much bigger . . . and much more personal. 
 

ICE BREAKERS 
☐ Have you ever thought you were going to get a specific gift, and 

received something else instead? What was your reaction? 
☐ If you could change one thing about the Christmas season, what 

would it be? Why? 
 

EXPLORE 
We may have heard the Christmas story every year of our lives, so it can be difficult to hear it with new 
ears or to notice new insights. Take some time and read through Luke’s account together 
☐ Read Luke 1:26-56 & 2:1-21 

• What details do you notice that Luke included? What reason do you think he had for including the 
details that he chose? 

☐ Read John 3:16-17 
• In what ways does this passage reflect how God provided what we actually need instead of what 

we think we need? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Why do you think it’s easier or more comfortable for people to think of Jesus as the Savior of all 

humanity than as their personal Savior? 
☐ Have you ever thought you needed something, only to discover later that you actually needed 

something else? What was that realization like? 
☐ Is it difficult for you to believe that God loves you? Why or why not? 
☐ What cultural issues do you find yourself wishing God would step in and solve? How do you think 

that desire influences the quality of your relationship with God for good or bad? 
☐ In what areas of your life—career, family, finances—are you tempted to simply believe that God is 

there instead of trusting in him to guide you?  
☐ What is one thing you can do as you wrap up this year to put your trust in your Heavenly Father? How 

can this group support you? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
We think we need security and comfort. We think we need a life without conflict. We thing we need the 
right job, a beautiful home, and a perfect family. In spite of what we think we need, God understands 
what we actually need: a personal Savior. That’s why he sent his Son—Christ the Lord—to die for your 
sins and to give you hope by rising from the grave and conquering death. Take some time and pray that 
each of you would place your trust in God more fully. 


