
 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 2: HEROD AND JESUS 
Introduction: Maybe you wandered away from the church. Maybe the 
church pushed you away. You lost interest. You got busy. You got hurt. 
You thought you were done with God forever. But then you started to 
miss the peace. Despite everything you had experienced, you sensed a 
light out there. The doubt, the anger, the disappointment with God, the 
sin, and the shame didn’t put out the light. And here you are in church 
again. How did that happen? 
 

ICE BREAKERS 
☐ In 5-10 minutes, what is your brief story of coming to trust in Jesus? 
☐ What are some things that cause people to drift away from God 

and the church? 
 

EXPLORE 
Matthew writes his Gospel to emphasize to his readers that Jesus is the Messiah. In doing so, he 
indicates some similarities to Jesus and Moses, showing Jesus as the one who ultimately saves his 
people. Both are born into moments of incomprehensible slaughter. Each one was born into a nation 
under foreign control. Most importantly, both came to save; one from Egypt, and the other from our sins. 
☐ Read Matthew 2:1-20 

• If you listened to the message that accompanies this discussion, what do you notice about Herod’s 
character in this passage? What seems to be his top priority? 

• Matthew records that the Magi bowed down and worshipped the baby Jesus. What do you think 
this worship was like? In what ways do you worship Jesus? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ What are some ways you connect with God during the Christmas season? Why are those ways 

helpful for you? 
☐ Talk about a tie when you felt distant from God. What were some of the factors that caused you to 

feel disconnected? 
☐ We are all tempted to focus our lives on building our own kingdom instead of participating in God’s 

kingdom. In what ways has this been true in your life? 
☐ What are some obstacles to you fully surrendering to Jesus? What would it take for you to overcome 

those obstacles? 
☐ What is one thing you can do this week to engage or reengage with Jesus? What can this group do to 

support you? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
What will your story be in relation to the light of the world? Do you want to build your kingdom or 
participate in God’s kingdom? Do you want to cling to what you can’t keep or surrender what wasn’t 
yours to begin with? Do you want your way or his way? There is good news: the darkness has not put out 
the light of life in you. Take a step to reengage or engage for the first time with the light of the world. 
Commit to a next step for your life this Christmas in surrendering to God. Then pray for one another. 


