
 

GROUP STUDY 4: RELATIONAL CAPITAL 
Introduction: True friendships can help us go further and faster in life. 
Friends help us in our times of need, spur us on to love and good 
deeds, and challenge us to claim the promises of God. We all know the 
importance of relationships, and Jesus talks about our relational capital 
one of the most important capitals we are given. How do our 
relationships made a difference in God's kingdom? Let's find out this 
week! 
 

ICE BREAKERS 
☐ Who is someone who unexpectedly made a positive impact in your 

life? What did they do? 
☐ What traits do you hope to have in friends who are close to you?  

 

EXPLORE 
Jesus talks about the kingdom of God often, using parables to describe what it is like, how to attain it, 
and how to spread the word about it. One such parable, he even explains. It has been called the parable 
of the sower, and in the story Jesus describes four different ways our hearts can be open or closed to his 
trusting God. Let’s take a look and reflect on what it means both for our own hearts, and the hearts with 
which we are called to share the kingdom message. 
☐ Read Matthew 13:1-23 

• What challenges your understanding in this passage? 
• How do you think Jesus’s audience understood this differently as an agricultural society than we do 

today? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Go through the various traits of the soils that Jesus mentions. Have you seen each of them play out in 

your experience with others? How so? 
☐ Is there a soil that has described your own heart in the past? How would you describe it now? 
☐ Jesus is the farmer in this story, but he also asks us to be the farmer and make disciples, spreading 

the good news of the kingdom of God. When you think about sharing about God with friends, what 
feels most challenging about it? 

☐ People who begin with little to no experience with God and find themselves as passionate disciples 
later in life have typically gone through four stages in their stories. Each of these stages can be found 
in Jesus’s parable as well. Have you experience some or all of these stages? 
• Learning to trust a Christian, opening up the possibility of trusting God.  
• Developing a friendship with someone, and seeing God working in their life. 
• Trying to apply faith to a few practical areas of their life, and eventually choosing to follow Jesus. 
• Learning that the joy we have can be shared, and inviting others to follow Jesus as well. 

☐ What are some relationships you currently have that you know are in one or more of these “spaces”? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
Share with each other one relationship where you are going to invite someone to the next space of 
their journey towards Jesus. If one doesn’t come to mind, share a way you will build trust with 
someone this week by serving them. Then take the time to pray for those relationships.   


