
 

GROUP STUDY 3: INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL 
Introduction: One thing about Jesus stands out clearly to everyone who 
studies his life: Jesus was brilliant. The way he taught, the questions he 
would ask, and the compassion he exhibited were all transformative for 
people who came in contact with him. That's because of how Jesus 
invested his intellectual capital to grow faith and relationships around 
him. What can we learn about our own intellectual capital? 
 

ICE BREAKERS 
☐ What is the most unique class you have taken? What about it made 

it unique? 
☐ Is there a topic or a skill that you have enjoyed teaching to 

someone else? What was that experience like? 
 

EXPLORE 
Jesus exhibited brilliant insights throughout his life that were recorded by the Gospel writers. Passages 
such as his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) taught ways of living that influenced much of western 
society. We still feel the effects of the teachings of Jesus in culture today, regardless of our belief 
system. Let’s look at a couple instances that stand out. 
☐ Read Luke 2:41-52 

• What does verse 47 tell you about what kind of young man Jesus was? 
• Have you ever learned from a child? If so, what did you learn? 

☐ Read Matthew 7:24-29 
• What is the most important part of learning from Jesus, according to this passage? 
• What is something you’ve learned that you’ve never used? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Jesus taught as someone who had authority, someone who was the ultimate Rabbi. Who is someone 

you have learned a lot from? 
☐ Do you consider yourself teachable? Why or why not? 
☐ How might the idea of having intellectual capital that we invest influence how we read Paul’s words 

in Romans 12:2 
☐ What is something you have learned that changed you? 
☐ Intellectual Capital and Physical Capital often go hand-in-hand. Where do you see this to be true? 
☐ Which of these kinds of Intellectual Capital (reference intographic on the next page) do you have 

more or less of? 
☐ What do you think it looks like to use Intellectual Capital like we have talked about today in order to 

grow Relational Capital or Spiritual Capital? What are some practical steps you could take? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
There are so many different ways that our Intellectual Capital affects our lives. It influences all the 
information that we take in, and that we put back out. Most importantly of all, it affects the actions 
we choose to take. Pray for one another’s intellectual capital, that it might continue to grow through 
learning and practice. Then commit to taking a step in using Intellectual Capital to grow relationally 
or spiritually this coming week. 
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