
 

GOING PUBLIC – A STUDY ABOUT BAPTISM 
Introduction: If you grew up in church, you probably have an opinion 
about baptism. These opinions are often shaped by the traditions we 
grew up in, or other ideas we get from cultural assumptions. What is 
baptism, really? Where did it come from, and why are we so excited 
about it? Let's dig into its history as well as what the writers of Scripture 
had to say about it. You might find yourself more excited about baptism 
than you ever thought possible! 
 

ICE BREAKERS  
☐ Would you describe your spiritual journey up to this point as a: a) 

marathon; b) sprint; c) triathlon; d) obstacle course race; e) 
spectator. Why? 

☐ We make a lot of decisions that are private. What is the most public 
decision you’ve ever made? 
 

EXPLORE 
The word “baptism” existed before the act we currently associate with it. It meant to wash, soak, or 
submerge. At times, it was used to describe ceremonial washings where you would dip yourself in water for 
religious cleansing, but never would someone assume to do that for you. Until a man named John showed 
up, declaring that God was about to do something NEW, and everyone should repent and be baptized! As 
they watched him dip people beneath the water of the Jordan river, they used a play on words, and called 
him “John the Baptist!” Then, one day, the one John spoke of arrived at the river. 
☐ Read Matthew 3:13-17 and Matthew 28:16-20 

• Why do you think Jesus viewed baptism as so important? 
☐ Read Act 19:1-5 

• These men were baptized by John. Why do you think they chose to be baptized again here? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Acts 8:35-38 and Acts 16:31-33 maker it clear that all we need to be baptized is to believe with all your 

heart that Jesus is the Son of God. Why do you think this has felt more complicated in some traditions?  
☐ What does it mean to believe with all your heart that Jesus is the Son of God? 
☐ Romans 6:3-6 describes the symbolism of baptism. What about this symbolism do you resonate with 

the most? 
☐ Jesus said that he needed to be baptized because of his relationship with God the Father and so that 

all things might be fulfilled. What are some aspects of your own relationship with God that might need 
healing? 

☐ Is there anything about baptism that makes (or made) you nervous?  
☐ What statement does baptism make to those who observe it? Who would you want to be present? 

 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
Share your stories about baptism with the group. What was each person’s experience like, and what 
makes them still excited about it? If there is someone in the group who has not been baptized, check in 
with them on what their hesitations might be. It’s a personal decision and a public declaration of our intent 
to follow Jesus. It’s not an end to your spiritual journey. In fact, it’s only the beginning! Finish with prayer. 


