
 

FRIENDING PART 2: ONE FRIEND AWAY 
Introduction: There are different kinds of poverty we can find 
ourselves in: financial poverty, spiritual poverty, and even relational 
poverty are some of them. Maybe you feel like something is missing 
in your friendships. Maybe it’s actually someone who is missing. 
Let’s talk about the different kinds of friends we need in our lives in 
order to grow, trust God, and to be held accountable in our lives. 
 

ICE BREAKERS  
☐ How rich would you consider yourself to be in friendships? Why? 
☐ Who is a friend from your past that has significantly impacted your 

life? How so? 
 

EXPLORE 
David’s life gives us great examples of the various kinds of friends that we need in our lives to help us 
direct our future. As you read through the following texts, reflect on how God used each relationship in 
David’s life. What did they provide? What would have been missing if they hadn’t been there? How 
could David’s life have turned out differently without these friends? 
☐ Read the following texts together: 1 Samuel 16:5-13 (Samuel), 1 Samuel 23:15-18 (Jonathan), 2 

Samuel 12 1-10 (Nathan) 
• How does Samuel invite David to something better? 
• How does Jonathan invite David to trust God more deeply? 
• How does Nathan invite David to look at the truth about himself? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Do you think your current friends have made you a better person? If so, how have they helped you? 
☐ Where are you struggling in your spiritual life? How could friends help you grow in that area? 
☐ Describe a time when a friend told you the truth when you needed to hear it. How did you respond to 

it and how did hearing this truth affect you? 
☐ What’s one thing you hope to become, accomplish, or achieve? How might having the right friends 

help guide you to success? 
☐ We need friends who will help us become better, trust God more deeply, and tell us the truth, in love. 

What type of friend are you missing? 
☐ What’s one thing you can do this week to appreciate the friends in your life that are making you a 

better person? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
Take some time for everyone to share what your next step might be to develop the relationship with the 
person you need as a friend after today’s discussion. Then, take time and pray for one another as you 
endeavor to grow those friendships or add new friends to help you grow in specific ways. 


