
 

FAMILY30 – PART 5: CARING AGAIN 
Introduction: Family is an emotional topic. We long to love our families, 
and to be loved by them. From a young age we want a family that we 
can be proud of and one that is proud of us. We want connection, which 
is why it hurts so much when connections are broken. What can we do 
when we feel hurt, disappointed, distanced, or even silence. In the 
moments when we claim we don’t care anymore, what can we do to still 
be the best family we can be? 
 

ICE BREAKERS  
☐ Describe a time you received some affirmation from a family member 

that was really encouraging. 
☐ When you were young, what relationship in your family gave you the 

most confidence and warmth? 
 

EXPLORE 
Paul has some strong words about how followers of Christ should look at reconciliation. In fact, he argues 
that our lives should be centered around reconciliation in both our words and in our actions, not because it 
is deserved, but because Jesus reconciled with us even when we didn’t deserve it. Let’s take a look. 
☐ Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 

• What is the reason Paul gives for our commitment to reconciliation? 
• How does how we see people change after we make the decision to follow Jesus? 
• What ministry does Paul say we have been given for our lives to be a witness for Christ? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Have your relationships in your family made a relationship with God harder or easier for you? How so?  
☐ Is there someone in your family about whom you say, “I don’t care.”? What makes a relationship with 

that person so challenging? 
☐ What are you afraid would happen if you pursued reconciliation in your challenged relationship? 
☐ When you consider what Jesus went through to pursue reconciliation with you, what kind of 

perspective does that give you in your life? 
☐ Who are some people you know that seem to focus on the good in others, God’s image in their lives, in 

the best ways? How does being around them make you feel? 
☐ How do you understand reconciliation? How is it tied to forgiveness? How is it different? 
☐ You can’t force reconciliation to happen, but you can take the first step. What can you do this week to 

move in the direction of reconciliation with that family member? What can this group do to support 
you? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
Reconciliation does not condone actions, but it accepts the person, despite the past hurts or current 
differences. We were reconciled to God in spite of our sin, and we are called to reconcile with others in 
spite of how they might or might not react to it. No matter the outcome, pursuing reconciliation will change 
our own lives to look more and more like Jesus. Take some time to pray for one another as you close this 
challenging discussion. 


