
 

FAMILY30 – PART 4: LOUDER THAN WORDS 
Introduction: In our families, more than in any other area of our lives, 
actions speak louder than words. The habits, traditions, and choices we 
make have a ripple effect that can extend for generations beyond us. 
Your children and your grandchildren may forget what you say, but 
they’ll never forget what you do. So how can we help the next 
generation rise to new heights because of the actions we take today? 
 

ICE BREAKERS  
☐ What are some stories that meant a lot to you growing up? Were 

they books, tv shows, movies, or something else? 
☐ Growing up, what stories did you hear about your grandparents or 

great-grandparents? How did those stories help shape who you are? 
 

EXPLORE 
Joseph was impacted by the actions of his father and uncle in significant ways. When he was young, he 
saw his uncle offer forgiveness and reconciliation, even when he had every right to vengeance and justice. 
So, when the same opportunity presented itself to Joseph much later in his life, he knew exactly how he 
would choose to act, offering the same forgiveness and reconciliation to his brothers. Let’s take a look. 
☐ Read Genesis 33:1-5 

• When they were young, Jacob had traded a bowl of soup for Esau’s birthright. Then, when they were 
a little older, he used treachery to steal his blessing as well. So many years removed, Esau could 
have both his birthright and his blessing back easily by killing his brother as he had intended all those 
years ago…but how does he respond? 

☐ Read Genesis 45:1-7, 14-15 
• So great was their hatred for their brother, that Joseph’s brothers had sold him into slavery, telling his 

father that he had been killed by a wild animal. Through it all Joseph had endured much, and was in a 
position to finally set things right and get revenge. How do you think his experience, seeing Esau and 
Jacob when he was young, influenced who he became as a leader and brother here? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ How do you usually respond under pressure? Would the people around you agree with your 

description? 
☐ What about the actions of your family as you grew up has stuck with you the most? 
☐ Do you remember more words your parents told you, or actions they did in your presence? Why? 
☐ What would you do differently if you knew that your children would eventually take their cues from your 

actions as they lived their own lives? 
☐ What is one thing you can do this week that will cause a ripple effect in the lives of the next generation 

of your family? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
Our clearest messages are sent in times of crisis. In these high-pressure situations, children watch how we 
conduct ourselves and prioritize what is around us. Even their faith is heavily influenced by our faith in 
difficult moments. We’re making memories our children will look back on. Pray for each other that we 
would set good examples for the next generation, and share ideas for actions to take this week! 


