
 

GROUP STUDY 4: THE LETTERS 
Introduction: The Bible did not create Christianity. Christianity is 
the result of an event (the resurrection) that created a movement 
(the church) that produced sacred and reliable texts that were 
collected and bound into a book (the Bible). As we finish our series 
on the Bible, we look at Paul's advice through his letters. We'll 
discover that it's possible to be at peace with God without being at 
peace with everything in the Bible. 
 

ICE BREAKERS 
☐ What do you know about the apostle Paul? Are there any parts of 

what Paul wrote that are meaningful to you today? 
☐ Have you ever made a large change to your life? How did that go? 

 

EXPLORE 
Paul speaks of the resurrection, of the Scriptures, and of how to live as a follower of Jesus. While we can’t 
even scratch the surface of his many writings in one study, what do you notice from these samplings? 
☐ Read Ephesians 5:21 

• What do you think Paul is saying about the focus of our new lives in Christ? How can this be 
properly implemented in life? 

☐ Read Philippians 2:1-11 
• What are some examples you can think of for actions that reflect this Christ-like attitude? 

☐ Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-7 
• What important details are recorded here about the events that followed the resurrection? 
• What is the most encouraging part of this passage for you? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ What is it that gave Paul the credibility to discuss faith in Jesus? 
☐ Which of these descriptions of Paul do you most resonate with? Which is most difficult to relate to? 

• Scholar: Paul studied under the most esteemed Jewish leaders. He was an expert in the law. 
• Skeptic: Paul initially spent all his energy attempting to do harm to followers of Jesus. 
• Convert: Paul went from being a law-abiding Pharisee to a Jesus-follower in a single day. 
• Leader: Paul taught, wrote to, prayed for, chastised, and fully invested in others people. 
• Writer: Paul wrote in practical terms so his churches could live more like Jesus together. 
• Thinker: Paul thought deeply about life’s most difficult questions as he led people to Jesus. 
• Sufferer: Paul experienced both loss and pain, struggling financially, physically and emotionally. 

☐ If the most important question is, “Are you at peace with God whose Son died for your sins and was 
raised to life again?” what does that mean for how you live and interact with the Bible? 

☐ What are some other ways that you, as a group, can learn from Paul in the coming weeks? 
 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
This week consider some of Paul’s writings. How can you rely more on Jesus in your life and 
embrace the incredible truth that he died for your sins, was buried, came to life again and was seen 
by hundreds of people? Pray for even more excitement about this in one another’s lives. 


