
 

GROUP STUDY 2: THE POINT OF CREATION 
Introduction: “In the beginning . . . ” can be a loaded phrase—one 
that forces us into debate and doubt. But maybe we’re missing the 
point of Genesis 1:1—a point Moses made to a world where the 
violence and injustice of the gods justified and legitimized the 
violence and injustice of human rulers. Moses introduced a radically 
different, unparalleled, and untested worldview. 
 

ICE BREAKERS 
☐ What are some ideas about the beginning of the world that you 

have come across? 
☐ Have you ever felt your view of creation challenged? Which parts 

of this story do you consider to be essential to your faith? 
 

EXPLORE 
Genesis opens with a Hebrew poem. There is a rhythm and a cadence to the text. The rhythm breaks to 
emphasize the important points that the author (Moses) is highlighting. 
☐ Read Genesis 1:1-2:3 

• What do you think about when you read verse 1:1? 
• Where do you see the rhythm break? What is being communicated in these places? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
☐ Have you ever read the Bible starting from the “beginning” with Genesis and going on from there? 

What was your experience like? 
☐ In Genesis, Moses is not trying to explain how God created the world. Moses is communicating that 

God created the universe (and not the gods surrounding cultures worshipped). How does this shift 
from how to who change your approach to reading Genesis? 

☐ Do you see anything in nature or life that supports the idea God created the universe with purpose 
and intent? What would change if you embraced the idea that everyone is here on purpose for a 
purpose? 

☐ Many civilizations had creation stories that supported the idea that the human race was an 
afterthought of the gods. Consequently, individuals had no rights, hope, or intrinsic value. How did 
those belief shape the cultures of that time? Do you see evidence of that kind of view now? 

☐ How would you define the word “dignity?” How does it relate to the Genesis account of creation? 
☐ In the beginning, God made sure that every human being would be born with dignity because they 

were made in his image. If you took this perspective on the purpose of Genesis, what would change 
about how you view: the Bible? your faith? yourself? others? 

 

PRAYER & PRACTICE 
You’re here on purpose for a purpose. You are not the result of a cosmic conflict between the gods. 
You were not created by the universe. God wanted image-bearers who could know him and one 
another. And in the beginning we are introduced to the God who saves, redeems, delivers, and 
never gives up on us. He gave us freedom to choose, and he honors our choices. This week, re-read 
Genesis 1. This time ask God to help you see this Scripture as an introduction to the one who 
created it all. If you want to do a deeper dive into this topic, take a look at “Seven Days that Divide 
the World” by John C. Lennox. 


