
The Message 1 Peter 3:8-18 
 
8-12 Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be 
compassionate, be humble. That goes for all of you, no exceptions. 
No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. Instead, bless—that’s your 
job, to bless. You’ll be a blessing and also get a blessing. 
 
Whoever wants to embrace life 
    and see the day fill up with good, 
Here’s what you do: 
    Say nothing evil or hurtful; 
Snub evil and cultivate good; 
    run after peace for all you’re worth. 
God looks on all this with approval, 
    listening and responding well to what he’s asked; 
But he turns his back 
    on those who do evil things. 
 

13-18 If with heart and soul you’re doing good, do you think you can be 
stopped? Even if you suffer for it, you’re still better off. Don’t give the 
opposition a second thought. Through thick and thin, keep your 
hearts at attention, in adoration before Christ, your Master. Be 
ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the 
way you are, and always with the utmost courtesy. Keep a clear 
conscience before God so that when people throw mud at you, none 
of it will stick. They’ll end up realizing that they’re the ones who need 
a bath. It’s better to suffer for doing good, if that’s what God wants, 
than to be punished for doing bad. That’s what Christ did definitively: 
suffered because of others’ sins, the Righteous One for the 
unrighteous ones. He went through it all—was put to death and then 
made alive—to bring us to God. 
 

  
Question 1:   
Have I surrendered my life to the Lordship of Jesus?  Think:  I want to 
be a follower of Jesus so I am going to ask God to help me do it better 
knowing He will be with me in my pursuit of Him. 
 
 
Question 2:   
Have I found God in the middle of the challenges of life?  Think:  I 
hear stories from others of the presence of God that brings peace 
whereas I often experience despair.  I am going to ask God to help me 
know Him in every part of my life. 
 
 
Question 3:   
Do I have others in my life who do not yet know that God loves them 
in a deep enough relationship that when they have questions, I am 
the person they are likely to ask?  God I am asking you to bring people 
into my life and prompt me by your Holy Spirit to share life and 
friendship with them in a way that can change almost everything for 
both of us.  God I am also asking you to help me practice this kind of 
love and relationship with those around me who are already 
followers of Jesus.   
 
  
 


