
 
         The Lasting Message of the Last Supper         

 
 

 
When we read the story of the Last Supper, we should consider the fact that this event was, in many ways, 

a collision of the past, present, and future. 

 
Why did Jesus observe this meal, at this time, in this way? 
 
1.) To Fulfill what Came in the Past. (Exodus 12, John 1:29, 1 Cor. 5:7b) 
-Jesus was the perfect Lamb of God. His blood averts the wrath of God for those who place their faith in Him, offering 
salvation through substitution. 
-The first Passover preceded God’s redemption from slavery in Egypt; the “Last Supper” preceded the greater act of 
redemption from the slavery to sin, accomplished through Jesus’ substitutionary death and glorious resurrection. 
 
2.) To Minister to Those in the Present. (John 13:1-17) 
-He cared for their physical and spiritual needs. 
-He exemplified servant leadership. 
  
3.) To Set the Stage for Future Joy… 
-…The work accomplished through the cross (Luke 22:19-20, John 17:4-5, 24) 
-…The heavenly banquet in the forever Kingdom (Luke 22:14-18, Rev. 19:6-9) 
 

When we remember what Jesus has done, and prepare to participate in Communion, what should our response be? 
 
1.) Recognize Him as the Conquering King. 
-Give Him honor and glory for the work that He has done in the past, present, and future. (John 16:33, Heb. 13:8) 
 
Consider: 
-Take time to say, “Thank you, Jesus…”  Think of what you know to be true about Him from God’s Word, and how you 
have seen Him work in your life. Also, thank Him for the promises of future hope, healing and restoration that He has 
given to us. 
 
2.) Receive His Ongoing Ministry. 
-Ask Him to forgive you, heal you, restore you, strengthen you, encourage you. (John 14:27, 16:13). 
 
Consider: 
-Take time to say, “Help me, Jesus…”  Confess your sins and be honest about your current struggles. Do you believe that 
He hears you, cares for you, and wants to speak to you?   
 
3.) Respond in Obedience to His Commands. 
-Serve as you have been served (John 13:12-17) and pursue unity with your brothers and sisters. (John 17:20-23) 
 
Consider: 
-Take time to say, “Send me, Jesus…” Even as we pass the elements today, think of this simple act as a way of showing 
kindness to those around you. As you think ahead to your upcoming week, what acts of service could you take on that 
might share the Gospel of Jesus with others? 
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