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RE NEW 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2 

 

 

As we enter October and the leaves begin to turn, my thoughts tend to 
turn toward the closing of the month.  You know… that big day in 

Lutheran circles where we CELEBRATE the anniversary of another 
thing that begins with “RE…” It sort of follows along the lines of 

what the Apostle Paul is teaching in his letter to the Romans in 
Chapter 12. 

 

 

Thinking Differently… The difference between CONforming and 
TRANSforming needs to begin with REnewal of your mind. What 

you read, what you watch, what you discuss – all those things have a 
way of impacting how you think. Individually or collectively, we 

need to be REformed constantly by the REnewing of our minds and 
how we live together as followers of Christ. 

 

 

And so, this month, let’s take some time to lay out a plan and then take action to REnew our minds – to be 
transformed into the mind of Christ. Let’s encourage and be accountable to one another for a renewed focus 

on studying the WORD of God together. 

 

A great way to do this is to come together in groups of 6-8 people (Small Groups) with similar interests (and 
passions).  Take a little time for a short devotion as you begin, pursue your common interests together, and 
then close out with a word of Prayer – for each other. In so doing, we can begin to plan activities together – 

and then invite others to join your group. 

 

Doing things together, we will find that we can better “discern what is the will of God…” for our lives – as 
individuals, as a group, as a congregation – and move forward into a REFORMATION Celebration that is 

truly meaningful and has impact for this year and beyond. 

 

May you be REFORMED and Renewed in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 



From The Director’s Desk 

 

It seems like October is a favorable month.  The weather is kinder and it is the “calm before the storm” as in 
the one lull in activity we have before all the holiday rushing.   

On the other hand, we have been busy since the beginning of the school year.  Here are some of the big 
things that have been going on at Open Arms.  

 

Enrollment update:  We currently have 60 children enrolled with a full time equivalent of 55.2 
children (that means on an average day, because we have children that only come a few times a week, we 
have 55 children in our center at any given time). Although that number seems low, it has significantly risen 
over the past few years. 

 

Staffing Updates:  Due to the increase in enrollments, we have 3 new employees joining our  Open 
Arms team.  Ms. Helen  in our Toddler classroom, Ms. Jenny in our Begonia classroom, and Ms. Lily who 
will work in both the Toddler and the Rosebud classrooms.  

 

Building updates:  Ms. Kathy will have a better  run down in her  ar ticle, but our  drainage challenge 
that was causing our school to flood over the past decade, has been resolved.  New drains and pipes were 
put in to push the draining water farther away and towards the river. We have an additional sump-pump put 
in outside of our toddler classroom to keep water from backing up at the bottom of the ramp. Our new front 
doors have been ordered (a while ago actually) we are just waiting on the company that installs the doors to 
receive them. 

 

New Curriculum: Our kindergar ten classroom received two new curr iculums.  The fir st was a 
reading curriculum.  The second is a social-emotional curriculum that will also benefit the entire school! 

 

Soccer shots:  For  the children enrolled in Open Arms, in the 2 year  old classroom to the kindergar ten 
classroom, they have the opportunity to enroll in Soccer Shots a full program that not only focuses on soccer 
skills but also character development.  

 

Accreditation:  In Apr il, Open Arms will star t it’s official re-accreditation process.  Teams have been 
established for helping fulfill this exciting task.  Each team is responsible for reviewing a major part of our 
school and looking for things we do well, and ways to improve on the things we need help with.  It is not too 
late to join a team.  Contact Jessy if you are interested! 

 

As always I keep an open door.  If you are ever curious about what is going on at Open Arms, or have 
interest in getting involved, please reach out to me! 

 

Blessings,  

 

Jessy Dinkelman 

oadirector@OpenArmsGlenview.org 

847-724-6092 



 

 Kat’s Corner October 2022 Edition 

 

Today’s world is filled with opinions and points of view. We all need to be aware of how we react to handle 
others thoughts, as many may not agree with our own. Remember, God created and loves all of us. Work to 
reflect the love of Jesus in your words.  Scripture says “And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.”  Colossians 3:17 (NLT) 
 
  
Financial Report: 
Offerings and tuition are below projections, but they are ahead of the previous year  actuals. Expenses are 
being managed as much as possible. Rising costs make that challenging. Your continued offerings are greatly 
appreciated to keep God’s ministry at Immanuel growing. 

 

LCEF Mortgage Rate will increase from 3.625%  to 3.875%  effective 10/6/22. Loan balance after  9/6/22 
payments: $581,570.06 

 

The V. Frazier Trust donated a generous payment. A letter  came from her  family. Since Vivian spoke 
favorably of Open Arms and worship music, it would mean a lot to the family if the money was split 50/50 
between these 2 ministries. Funds were NOT specifically designated for specific use.  

 

Budget time is upon us. Leadership is busy working to have a budget to present to the congregation 
BEFORE the holidays. A Congregational Voters Meeting date will be posted as soon as we have a budget to 
present. Please pray for wisdom and faithful stewardship to complete this ministry budget. 

 

October Mission of the Month: Nor thfield Township Food Pantry. Donations may be received in the form 
of Food Donations or monetary. Please give prayerful consideration of giving in some form to help this 
community organization. 

 

Around the Building:     

Gym roof was repaired 8/19/22 and we have been dry since. Pro-Top Roofing…$2,285.00 

 

Storm Drainage Project: The job took longer  than expected but after  several rains in the past couple 
weeks it has proven its effectiveness and our building remained DRY. We PASSED our final inspection with the 
Village 9/9. Although there were modifications to plans on the inside due to obstacles in walls and ceiling, the 
crew found a way to make it happen. Wilmette Lucke Plumbing rolled with the punches and honored their 
quoted price. $42,275.00 

 

The next phase of the drainage project out back will be the asphalt, where, when, and how much. Until we have 
some type of plan, it will be difficult to get quotes. Anyone willing to work with design or would like to actively 
help with this project, please contact Brian Mehaffey or myself. Please pray for those planning this project. 

 

Front Doors: Still waiting for  the doors to be shipped to Door  Systems.  

  

Nicor Gas Project: They have now been working for  several weeks out front along Chestnut. New gas 
lines are being placed and we will end up with a new gas meter.  

 

Chestnut Road construction has been POSTPONED until SPRING 2023. 

 

Submitted by Kathy Gerken Business Manager 847-724-1034 or kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 



 

Hearing and Vision screening for children in our UPSTAIRS classes will be determined soon! 

 

DCFS requires us to offer hearing and vision screening for our 3s room through our 
kindergarten class.  

Remember, in addition to the screening, children in our Kindergarten class must 
have a Vision Report on file. Illinois law requires that proof of an eye examination 

by an optometrist or  physician (such as an ophthalmologist) who provides eye 
examinations be submitted to the school no later than October 15.  

 
Covid Testing: 

 
Did you know that Open Arms offers free COVID testing to all of it’s staff and students each week.  Stream 

Labs Solutions sends a lab tech out each week to do a quick mouth swab of each student (even our little 
babies get a test).  The tests are super easy and no tears involved.  The results are sent to the Director after a 

few days.   
This testing also helps us keep track of illnesses in the facility and helps ease fears about returning to in 

person learning.   

 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

Our next Study begins on October 19th.  

Colossians: In Christ and Into His World  

 

Sunday Study Hour 

The next study begins on October 9th. 

Colossians: In Christ and Into His World –  

a 5-session study being held across the NID.  

 

For more details on both studies, info is available at:  

https://www.nidlcms.org/colossians-bible-study/  

GriefShare  

GriefShare is a grief support group that offers help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family 
member or friend. It hopes to be your journey from mourning to joy. GriefShare meets weekly and is a non-

denominational Bible based support group. You’ll find it to be a warm, caring environment and will come to see your 
group as an “oasis” on your long journey through grief. There are three key parts to your GriefShare experience: 

Video seminar, featuring leading grief recovery experts, discussion about the weekly video and workbook/ journaling 
study exercises. 

Immanuel will be starting a support group this October 13th meeting once a week for 13 weeks. We will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall, 7-9pm. A registration fee of $10.00 will be requested to cover the workbook fee.  

 

To learn more about GriefShare visit www.griefshare.org To register: www.griefshare.org/groups/154997  

 

Have you experienced the deep grief of losing a loved one to death? Have you learned valuable lessons and 
experienced healing from the hurt? Would you like to help others do the same? Then please call or e-mail to learn 

more about the different volunteer opportunities with our GriefShare ministry. Cheryl Paras, 847-347-0936 or 
GSG@ImmanuelGlenview.org  

https://www.nidlcms.org/colossians-bible-study/


 
Open Arms Costume Parade  

Friday, October 28
th 

 

It’s Back! By popular demand we will have our parade with ALL the children on 

Friday the 28th.  The parade will start at 5:00pm (on the dot so don’t be late). The 

children will change into their costumes before the parade.  The school will close 

immediately following the parade!   

 

This year we will try to have the parade outside-either on the blacktop nearest the field or 

on the field.  If the weather doesn’t cooperate we will move the parade inside into the gym! 

 

Parents please bring your child’s costume in a labeled bag.   

 

As we are a CHRISTIAN school, please choose God Pleasing costumes. We request 

that no ghosts, witches, vampires, zombies, or demons/devils costumes be worn.  We can 

help alter the costumes to make them school appropriate (for example a witch without her 

hat can be a princess).  

 

Also, as usual, please no weapons nor any accessories that make it hard for the child to 

participate in the parade.  

 

Thank You! 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year we collect items to pack in shoe boxes and send for Operation Christmas Child. If you 
google, “Samaritan’s Purse”, you may find out more information. Last year our goal was 50 boxes 
and we did it. This year I would like to set our goal at 50 boxes again to send to people 
less fortunate than us. We have 50 families in our school. If all of our families of 
our school donated a box we would reach our goal. This is a GREAT activity to do with 
your little one as well.  
 

All items are due by: November 22nd or sooner! Please drop off items in the large box 
in the front entry way of Open Arms, OR you may donate your box ON-LINE!  

 

What should you bring to pack in the boxes?  

You may bring the items listed below so we can pack boxes here. OR you may 
make a box yourself.  

 
Babies/Toddlers: School supplies such as:  markers,  pens,  paper,  stamp/ink pads,  
coloring books, and crayons.  
Tiger Lily 2s: Small toy items such as;  cars,  toy airplane,  balls,  dolls,  jump ropes,  
marbles, harmonica, simple watch, solar calculator  

Daisy 3s: Hygiene items such as;  toothbrush and holder,  toothpaste,  Band-Aids, soap and 
covered soap dish, comb, washcloth, small towel, hair clips or toy jewelry.  

Sunflower 4s/Kindergarten:  Child t-shirts (plain with no writing on them, stripes are 
fine), socks, underwear, flashlights and batteries, sunglasses.  

 

**If you have any extra shoe boxes at home we will need them for 
packing.  Also each box costs $10/box to ship. If you would like to make a 
donation please make it to Samaritan’s Purse!  

Please remember the $10 shipping money! 

Donate $10 online and receive a tracking label. Attach the label to your shoebox, and we’ll track it 
and send an email about the country where your box will be delivered with the message of Christ’s 
love.  

 

 

Let’s make our 50 box goal and help other children! 



 
 
Sick Policy: Sick children should remain home. Please do not bring your child to school if 
he/she is showing signs or symptoms of illness.  If we notice any symptoms of illness while your child 
is in our care, we will call you to arrange to have them picked up.  If we send your child home due to 
illness, they may not return the next day.  Children need to be symptom free for 24 hours before 
returning to school. The signs and symptoms of illness are as follows:  

 Pus or mucus in the eyes, redness, itching, pink eye;  

 Continuous mucus from the nose;  

 Lethargy;   

 Diarrhea;  

 Vomiting;  

 Skin rash of unknown origin;  

 Head lice;  

 Other flu like symptoms - aches, cough, chills, wheezing, etc.  

 AND, OR Temperature of or over 1 00. 4 degrees Fahrenheit (EVEN if you think it is from 
teething or shots);  

As a general rule, if your child cannot function normally in school they need to stay home and rest.  

*Your cooperation is vitally important to help keep other children and our staff healthy. Please 
notify us at 1-847-724-6092 if your child will miss school due to illness.   

 If you are called to pick up your child, please do so within an hour’s time frame.  

 Please DO NOT medicate your child and send them to school. Medications wear off and only 
mask the symptoms.  Let’s work together to keep our children, staff and all of you healthy 
this season.  

 

Group child care is for children who feel well and are able to enjoy the day’s activities. 

Always have an alternative child care plan ready so that your child can have all the individual care, 
cuddling, and attention s/he needs when sick.  Be sure to tell your child care provider about your 

child’s symptoms, even if s/he stays home.  Talk with your child’s doctor if you are concerned about 
his or her illness.  



 

Weekly Events 

 
 

Sundays 

8:45am Children’s Sunday School (Library/Youth Room) 

8:45am Study Hour 

10:00am Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00pm Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 

Beginning October 19th 
 

 

 

Thursdays 

 Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 
 
 
 
 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

enter the information as prompted. Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 



  Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman - Director 

Ms. Christin Nosko - Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken - Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn - Continuing education coordinator  

Mr. Tim Marquardt - Music director (Organist)   

Mrs. Natalie & Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Lily,  

Ms. Alicia 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji, Ms. Erika,  

Ms. Nour, Ms. Jenny 

Ms. Carol -Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Helen 

Ms. Paula, Ms. Lindsay, Ms. Lily 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E 

Ms. Michelle - Daisy 3s; Ms.  Marissa 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Linda 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty - Handyman 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

October TBD: Hearing and Vision Screening  

 

Friday, October 28th: Costume Fashion Show  

 

Open Arms has a PARENTS FACEBOOK Page!  

If you would like to be included please send Jessy Open Arms Dinkelman a friend request 

and she will be happy to add you to the page.  The OA Parents Page is a closed group.  

 

 

Pickle ball will be starting in October.  A net has been purchased and lines have been 

taped in the gym.  If you are interested in playing, please contact Kathy Christiansen, 

Mike Snodgrass, or Brian Sobecks.  All are welcome, regardless of skill level.  Lessons may 

be provided at some point to beginners wanting to learn the game.  

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 


