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THANKS LIVING 

 

 

3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,4since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints,5because of the hope laid up 
for you in heaven. - Colossians 1:3-5 

 

We give thanks and praise to God that, as of October 7, 2022, we learned that the Northern Illinois 
District of the LCMS has approved our amended constitution with our new MISSION STATEMENT.  
So, it is now official! We now begin the task of living out that mission statement as we have already 
laid out the Vision Statements and begun to define the corresponding 
strategies for the next 3-5 years. 

 

AND… we can begin using the newly designed LOGO on all of our 
media properties. Just as a reminder, that new MISSION 
STATEMENT has 3 components: 

 

ENCOURAGING one another in Faith, 

 
 by GROWING in God’s Eternal Word, 

 
  and SHARING the Love and Grace of Christ. 

 

 

As we approach this year’s Thanksgiving, let us do so with this 
mission statement in mind and pray that God continues to bless 
us that we might be a blessing to others.  Rather than giving 
thanks on a single day, may we continue to LIVE in a way that 
shows our grateful hearts as we strive to care for our community 
in many and various ways.  In other words, may we this year 
begin THANKS LIVING! 

 

Grace and Peace in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 



From the Director’s Desk 

 

 

How is it already November?! This year just seemed to have flown by. It feels like only yesterday 
the kids were starting the school year. Just as we have said hello to our fall weather we have also 
said hello to the comfort of knowing the students. We have connected with each child and have 
learned their routines and needs. It is a comfortable time of year, preparing the children for the 
winter weather. Here are some updates from October and for November.  

  

Enrollment update:  We currently have 65 children enrolled with a full time equivalent of 60.2 
children (that means on an average day we have 60 children in our center at any given time). Our 2s 
and 3s classes are our smallest classes, but we need to keep in mind that those are the “Covid Cubs” 
meaning those are the kids that were born or projected to start school just as the pandemic hit.   

  

Staffing Updates:  In the middle of October we learned that our Ms. Michelle will be leaving 
us to focus on school and some personal things. It is always hard to say goodbye to our staff. We 
pray for God’s guidance as we look to fill this position quickly and comfortably. 

  

Building updates:  We received our new front doors and they were put in quickly (just a few 
days of work).  We are so appreciative of our secure building. All the front doors can now be used 
without fear of them “sticking” open. It was mildly entertaining watching everyone re-train their 
brains to pull open the second door from the key pad to enter the building. A note is on there as a 
friendly reminder.  

  

School Health: As we roll into the colder months we will see the return of the awful cold and 
flu virus. This year we saw a massive increase in RSV among the students and staff. We sanitize the 
toys and eating surfaces every day and encourage the students to wash their hands (and blow their 
noses) often. We ask that parents keep sick children home so we can keep everyone healthy. I 
always say a day of rest can keep a kid healthy for a week.  

 

Costume Parade: We were finally able to safely br ing back our costume parade. All the 
children were dressed up in God pleasing costumes and paraded around the gym before going 
home. This is a favorite family event, and we were so happy to bring it back! 

  

Celebrate: There is often so much to celebrate at Open Arms. Did you know that we celebrate 
each child’s birthday with a book and small gift? Our staff also celebrate birthdays with a potluck 
each month.   

 

As always I keep an open door. If you are ever curious about what is going on at Open Arms, or 
have interest in getting involved, please reach out to me! 

  

Blessings,  

Jessy Dinkelman 

oadirector@OpenArmsGlenview.org 

847-724-6092 



 

Kat’s Corner November 2022 Edition 

 
Life has been pretty crazy. Some days I just want to stay in bed. Then I recall my mom gently reminding me after a 
rough day, “…those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They 
will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31 (NLT). Praise God for giving me such an 
amazing mother to mentor my faith. May this verse give strength to you in your rough times to find strength in GOD. 
 
Financial Report: According to the September  numbers, offer ings are over  our  conservative 2022 projections, 
but tuition is below projections. Efforts continue to increase our number of students, while at the same time a lack of 
staffing continues to be an impact. Expenses are being watched closely. Bottom line with Bequests, we are at a surplus 
of over $45k. 2022 Budget projected a loss of ($148,610.37) as of 9/30/22.  

 

CCRG funds were received 10/4/22 for  Round #6 which applies to July – December - $54,855.00  

 

Budget 2023 is nearing completion!  SAVE THE DATE: Nov. 6th Congregational Voter’s Meeting, immediately 
following worship. 

 

Positions up for Election to serve 1/1/23 thru 12/31/24 (2 yr terms) 

 

Chair: Vice-Chair: Secretary : Treasurer : Property : OA Ministry Chair: Family Life Ministry Chair 
I ask that you prayerfully consider a position of leadership at Immanuel. “Here I am Lord, send me.” 
 

November Mission of the Month: Debra Gelfand’s Childrens Foundation supporting children’s need in our local 
District #34. Please prayerfully consider supporting this organization. Check can placed in the offering plate or mailed 
to the church office. Thank you for supporting our community. 

 

Around the Building: 

 

Front door replacement project is finally complete!   

  

Nicor Gas Project continues on Chestnut. We will eventually have a new gas line from the str eet to our  outside 
connection which is located on the west side of the church near the metal staircase. 

 

Chestnut Road widening project, per  the Village of Glenview, has been pushed to SPRING 2023. 

 

Storm Drainage project has a few loose ends but has proven to be successful in the building is dry. We did pass 
our final inspection with the Village. We now move to the next phase which requires a plan for the remaining asphalt 
play area. Interested in helping with this planning? We’d love to get some help. 
 
We are looking for an additional Custodial Cleaning person to help with the bathrooms and common areas of 
the building. If anyone knows someone who may be interested, please have them contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Kathy A Gerken, Business Manager 



 

Thanksgiving Potluck   Sunday, Nov. 20th! 

 

Bring your favorite dish to share and join us for a Thanksgiving feast after 
worship. Turkey is provided and the rest of the meal is brought by those 
attending. There is a sign up in the narthex to let us know what you are 

bringing. All are welcome – there is always plenty! 

 

 

 

The WEATHER is starting to change and here are some reminders: 

  

1. Please have EXTRA clothing in your child’s cubby that is suitable for the current weather. 
Children should have underwear/diapers, socks, bottoms, tops, and at this time of year, a 

sweatshirt.  

 

2. When bringing in hats, mittens, boots and snow pants please remember to label everything. 

  

3. WEATHER CLOSINGS: We make EVERY effor t to remain OPEN however dur ing bad 
weather we may find it necessary to close for the safety of our staff and all of you. If we do choose 
to close for the day we will make the decision as early as possible. We will post the closing on our 

Facebook page and send an email. 

 

Do you like to sew? 

We are looking for some people to help sew some baby bibs and cot 
sheets.  If you are interested in getting a pattern (and, possibly, some 

already donated supplies) or if you would like to see an in person 
sewing event please email Ms. Jessy for information 

at oadirector@openarmsglenview.org.   

Thanksgiving Day Worship Service  
 

 

 

Come join us for Thanksgiving Worship on November 24th, 2022 at 10:00 am. 
 

 
      

     ENCOURAGING one another in Faith,   
                  by GROWING in God’s Eternal Word, and  

             SHARING the Love and Grace of Christ. 

mailto:oadirector@openarmsglenview.org


Friends and Families! 
 

 

Bob Johnson, DMD, and his team will be visiting on Friday, November 4th to talk to the 2s, 3s, 4s, and Kindergarten 

classes about dental health!  Dr. Bob specializes in pediatric dentistry and has a grandbaby joining Open Arms soon! 

Thursday Bible Study will continue its study on Psalms. Everyone is welcome to join us on ZOOM, just 

have your Bible on hand. We meet at 1:00pm and would love to have you with us.  

 

Book Club will meet on November 7th at 7:00pm on ZOOM for book talk as we discuss the second 

novella, Unashamed, in A Lineage of Grace. All are welcome to join! 

Safe Families For Children 

 
Come join us on Saturday, November 12th at 9:00am for a presentation and Q&A with Safe Families to learn about 
their goal to grow a national movement of change agents passionate about protecting children and preserving 
families in communities across the nation and the world. They would like to speak to us about becoming a Safe 
Families Church and what that means. 

 

About Safe Families For Children 

 

In many situations, parents or guardians may be challenged in providing a safe and caring environment for their 
children, putting them at risk of abuse and neglect. In the past, extended family or neighbors stepped in to help 
families in crisis by caring for their children for short periods of time. 

Today, however, many families are socially isolated, and their extended family is nonexistent, or unavailable or 
unable to help. Adding to the problem is the fact that most state child welfare agencies are required under law to 
intervene only those children who suffer blatant abuse or neglect, leaving thousands of children at risk. 

Safe Families for Children keeps families together. Research shows that children who grow up in their own families 
leads to better outcomes in terms of sense of identity, educational attainment, overall stability, and employment. 

 

Vision 
Creating a world where children are safe and families transformed through radically compassionate communities 

Mission 
Safe Families for Children hosts vulnerable children and creates extended family–like supports for families through a 
community of devoted volunteers who are motivated by compassion to keep children safe and families intact. 

 

 



This Flyer may need to be presented at Culver’s when you order your food 



 

 

Great news! We have our second Pickleball net and court set up in the gym. 
We are ready to get started tonight. Brian Sobecks will be there to give out 
lessons to new players from 7:00 - 8:00pm right before we start the games 

around 8:00pm. Anyone is welcome to join us. If you're interested in learning 
and have always wondered what Pickleball is, don't hesitate to stop on by and 

check us out.  
 

The plan is to play every Thursday at 8:00pm unless there is an event for the 
Church or Open Arms taking place in the gym that night. 

 
We are excited to get these games going and can't wait to see you there!  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year we collect items to pack in shoe boxes and send for Operation Christmas Child. If you 
google, “Samaritan’s Purse”, you may find out more information. Last year our goal was 50 boxes 
and we did it. This year I would like to set our goal at 50 boxes again to send to people 

less fortunate than us. We have 50 families in our school. If all of our families of 
our school donated a box we would reach our goal. This is a GREAT activity to do with 

your little one as well.  

 

All items are due by: November 22nd or sooner! Please drop off items in the large box 
in the front entry way of Open Arms, OR you may donate your box ON-LINE!  

 

What should you bring to pack in the boxes?  

You may bring the items listed below so we can pack boxes here. OR you may 
make a box yourself.  

 

Babies/Toddlers: School supplies such as:  markers,  pens,  paper,  stamp/ink pads,  
coloring books, and crayons.  

Tiger Lily 2s: Small toy items such as;  cars,  toy airplane,  balls,  dolls,  jump ropes,  
marbles, harmonica, simple watch, solar calculator  

Daisy 3s: Hygiene items such as;  toothbrush and holder,  toothpaste,  Band-Aids, soap and 
covered soap dish, comb, washcloth, small towel, hair clips or toy jewelry.  

Sunflower 4s/Kindergarten:  Child t-shirts (plain with no writing on them, stripes are 
fine), socks, underwear, flashlights and batteries, sunglasses.  

 

**If you have any extra shoe boxes at home we will need them for packing. 
 Also each box costs $10/box to ship. If you would like to make a 

donation please make it to Samaritan’s Purse!  

Please remember the $10 shipping money! 

Donate $10 online and receive a tracking label. Attach the label to your shoebox, and we’ll track it 
and send an email about the country where your box will be delivered with the message of Christ’s 

love.  

 

Let’s make our 50 box goal and help other children! 



 

 

Sick Policy: Sick children should remain home. Please do not br ing your child to school if 
he/she is showing signs or symptoms of illness.  If we notice any symptoms of illness while your 
child is in our care, we will call you to arrange to have them picked up.  If we send your child home 
due to illness, they may not return the next day.  Children need to be symptom free for 24 hours be-
fore returning to school. The signs and symptoms of illness are as follows:  

 

 Pus or mucus in the eyes, redness, itching, pink eye;  

 Continuous mucus from the nose;  

 Lethargy;  

 Diarrhea;  

 Vomiting;  

 Skin rash of unknown origin;  

 Head lice;  

 Other flu like symptoms - aches, cough, chills, wheezing, etc.  

 AND, OR Temperature of or  over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit (EVEN if you think it is from 
teething or shots);  

 

As a general rule, if your child cannot function normally in school they need to stay home and rest.  

*Your cooperation is vitally important to help keep other children and our staff healthy. Please notify 
us at 1-847-724-6092 if your child will miss school due to illness.   

 If you are called to pick up your child, please do so within an hour’s time frame.  

 Please DO NOT medicate your child and send them to school. Medications wear off and on-
ly mask the symptoms.  Let’s work together to keep our children, staff and all of you 
healthy this season.  

 

 

Group child care is for children who feel well and are able to enjoy the day’s activities. 

Always have an alternative child care plan ready so that your child can have all the individual care, 
cuddling, and attention s/he needs when sick.  Be sure to tell your child care provider about your 

child’s symptoms, even if s/he stays home.  Talk with your child’s doctor if you are concerned about 
his or her illness.  



 

Weekly Events 

 

 

Sundays 

8:45am Children’s Sunday School (Library/Youth Room) 

8:45am Study Hour 

10:00am Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00pm Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
 

Thursdays 

1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 

 
 
 

7:00pm GriefShare (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00pm Pickleball (Gym) 

 
 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

enter the information as prompted. Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 

188009 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

 

Sunday, November 20th: Thanksgiving Potluck 

Thursday and Friday, November 24th & 25th: Closed for Thanksgiving 

  Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman - Director 

Ms. Christin Nosko - Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken - Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn - Continuing education coordinator  

Mr. Tim Marquardt - Music director (Organist)   

Mrs. Natalie & Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Nour, 
Ms. Alicia, Ms. Shadora 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji,  

Ms. Jenny, Ms. Fatima 

Ms. Carol -Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. 
Helen 

Ms. Paula, Ms. Lily, Ms. Abby 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E 

Ms. Michelle - Daisy 3s; Ms. Sarah 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Linda, Ms. 
Lindsay 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty - Handyman 
 

*If  you know anyone that would be interested in working in 
child care, please let us know or have them give us a call.* 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

 

 


