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Rend Your Heart… 
 

As we embark on this year’s Lenten Season, it is time, once again, to hear and obey the call that God places on our 
hearts... While February seems to be all about Love, Lent is a time to reflect on how we are acting in response to 
God’s love.  

 

On Ash Wednesday we will hear God speak through the prophet Joel: 

 

“ …  and rend your hearts … 

Return to the Lord your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love…” Joel 

2:13 (ESV) 

 
So, what does it mean to “rend” our hearts? Those experiencing a heavy loss or extreme grief in the Old Testament 
would “rend” their garments – tear them apart, usually at the center of the chest – revealing their heart. To “rend” your 
heart, then, is to expose the inner most part of your being – to open up – and thus allow God to do His work in your 
life. 

 

This is how we are to RETURN to the LORD – with a heart open to receive his steadfast love. 

Psalm 51:7 (ESV) states it this way… 

 

“ The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

    a broken and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despise.” 
 

During this period of Lent in March, bring your broken and contrite heart. RETURN to the LORD, and receive the 
blessings of His grace and mercy, share in His abounding and steadfast love, those gifts given in the sacrifice of His 
son, Jesus Christ, to atone for your sins.  

 

Let the Cross of Christ “mend the rend” of your heart! And be blessed to share such blessings with others. 

 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 



        “They Should Know Better”            Ms. Jessy  

 
We say it a lot as parents and we say it as teachers too. But should they know better?  Did I actually teach them this? 
Can children even learn this? How many times do I need to teach them before they remember?  It’s a lot to think 
about.  
 
“You know better” is a phrase parents and teachers use a lot. But if we really stop to think, how many times we 
actually explained the expectation and why those are the expectations, I would bet that we would be telling ourselves 
“I know better”.   
 
Everything about being a child has changed, and now that things are starting to look like they might lighten up, we are 
excited and nervous about what that will look like. Children born in this pandemic or who were even under the age of 
three when all of this started, have no core memories of what “life was like.” All they can do is continue to learn as 
things change around them every day.  And it is our purpose, as adults, to guide them, to explain the new boundaries, 
and explain things so their young minds can understand it. They can only adapt if we teach them how to adapt first.  
 

So the next time you catch yourself telling your child (or even your spouse, a coworker, or friend) “you know better” 
remember that you had to learn a lot about adapting and new routines, and everyone is allowed gentle reminding every 
now and then.  

 

I always think back to Jesus explaining how many times we should forgive someone. Seven times? Seventy seven 
times? No, seven times seventy-seven. The actual number doesn’t matter, it’s just supposed to be a really big number.  
And if Jesus expects us to forgive the same person more than 500 times (often for the same thing) then it is 
understandable that sometimes children need to have the same thing explained to them more than 500 times with the 
same love and forgiveness that they needed the first time.   

 

Yes, we can get annoyed as adults, we are human anyway, but it is comforting to know that every time we “forget” or 
lose our patience, God has already forgiven us. How lucky are we to have such a patient teacher and Father?! 

 

A Note From Ms. Hannah! 
 

2022 just began, but January and February have come and gone. Where does the time go?  

Here are few things we did these last couple of months: 

 

We started the New Year! Happy 2022! Open Arms celebrated another year. We are now 15! 

January 24-28 was our Lutheran Schools Week. It was so much fun. OA shirt was Monday, Tuesday was Fancy dress 
day, Wednesday was Wacky, Thursday we had so many sports people and Friday was our ultimate favorite- Pajama 
Day!  

 

We saw so many amazing outfits and did some extra fun activities we all enjoyed so much. Hopefully you all saw 
pictures that were taken and posted via the Facebook page, or your child’s teacher with their weekly newsletter. Can’t 
wait to see what next year brings! 

 

February, we had our Valentine’s parties. So much red, white and pink was found around the school! We were 
spreading so much love around the building to friends and family, but remember to spread the love of Jesus to all 
every day. 

Picture day was February 21st. Order forms will come out hopefully soon, so you can purchase your child’s beautiful 
smile. 

 

March 21st -25th Open Arms will be open for all, however Kindergarten is on Spring Break. Any Kindergartener that 
needs care is still able to come, just know there will be no curriculum that week. 



Kat’s Corner – March 2022 Edition 
 

Spring is almost here! Before I know it, the lake ice will melt and the big fish will start biting. Every fisherman knows 
that in order to catch fish, you have to be patient and persistent… cast and reel in over and over. If one lure doesn’t 
produce, try another. This is an important life lesson…be patient and persistent, keep trying. Some days will be more 
successful than others. God doesn’t give up on me on my bad days, so I have to keep trying to be a light in this world. 
Share a smile. Sit and listen. Be kind. Be humble and gentle. One of those “lures” may be just what that person needs 
to see Christ in you. That’s a big catch!  

 

Financial Report: 

 

January 2022 closed with a deficit of just under $13,000. Income was down. Giving was impacted by the fact that we 
cancelled a service due to bad weather. Tuition was below projection, but still 7.89% higher than 1 year ago.  
Expenses continue to be watched carefully and funds spent wisely. 

 

I am happy to announce that we have been blessed with the receipt of the Child Care Restoration Grant money for 
October through December 2021. These funds amount to $54,855.00.  

 

Remember, GIVING isn’t just about money. It includes your time and talents. Think about how you can share yours 
with our faith community. Now is when we need to be a light in the darkness. 

 

Speaking of GIVING… 

 

I received a letter from The Lutheran Home Auxiliary group. They are looking for items, both new and used for 
residents who no longer have relatives and friends to bring items in and visit. I thought that in memory of Vivian 
Frazier and other members who have resided there or currently still do, it would be nice to support this groups efforts 
by collecting items throughout the month of March. If you’re interested in donating, please see the list of needed items 
included within this newsletter or lists are available on the bulletin board in the narthex. If anyone would like to 
volunteer to deliver the collected items to the Lutheran Home in Arlington Hts, please contact the church office. 

 

The Lutheran Home Auxiliary will also be our MISSION OF THE MONTH. For those you would simply like to 
donate money, please write Auxiliary on the memo line of your check or envelope. 

 

Church Member Demographics Updates for LCMS 

 

In effort to submit accurate demographics of our faith community at Immanuel, you may receive a phone call 
regarding your missing information. This is NOT A SCAM. We are looking for key dates such as birth (used to 
determine age), Baptism, Confirmation, and Marriage. These dates help generate reports required by LCMS for annual 
roster information. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Around the building: 

 

We are starting to meet with the engineering group, Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. regarding our 
storm water and classroom flooding issues. We were grateful to obtain services from this company as one of our Open 
Arms parents works with this group. This project will most likely be a large capital improvement expense. As details 
get pinned down, we will communicate further. 

 

 

Kathy Gerken, Business Manager Contact Info: 847-724-1034 or kgerken@immanuelglenview.org  

mailto:kgerken@immanuelglenview.org


 
The Call Committee is now the  

“Transition Team”  
 
 
The “Pastoral Call Committee” has become the “Transition Team,” as we begin the formal 
Intentional Interim phase. Our Intentional Interim Pastor, Rev. Jim Kirschenmann, will be 
leading us through the next several months of research, discussion and learning. Not only are 
we establishing an understanding of the pastoral needs of our congregation, but we will be 
exploring how best Immanuel can fulfill the mission of God’s church. Establishing a new 
vision for Immanuel will involve understanding how best to connect to the community around 
us, developing long-term goals for our congregation and maintaining the viability of Lutheran 
worship. In fact, we distributed to the congregation last year a list of a total of five goals of the 
next several months. 
 
The five goals of the Transition Team are: 
 
 Clarify the mission of Immanuel of sharing Jesus by reconnecting our church and Open 

Arms to the Glenview community. 
 

 Reinforce the involvement of members of the congregation into the fulfillment of 
Immanuel’s mission. 
 

 Promote reconciliation and coping with uncertainty and change due to the changeover of 
staff and dealing with a pandemic. 
 

 Maintain the viability of church worship on both a short- and long-term basis. 
 

 Develop long term goals and help lay leadership identify the traits and characteristics we 
should look for in a settled Pastor.   

 
We will be providing regular updates to the congregation each month. The work of the 
“Transition Team” will also involve asking for input from the congregation as we move 
forward. Watch for these requests and please respond promptly and with candor. This input 
will help to shape and direct our path forward. 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Transition Team 



 

  

Top 10 Reasons to choose Open Arms for Kindergarten! 

 
 

1. Our teacher: Ms. Leslie has 3 years of teaching experience and is pursuing her master’s degree in reading.  

2. Our connection with Immanuel Lutheran Church: Gives the students the opportunity to learn more about God and his Word 

during Jesus time and at weekly chapels.  

3. We offer full day kindergarten: Full day kindergarten provides a more relaxed and less hurried school day. It allows more time 

for a variety of experiences including free play, science or social studies daily, hands on science experiments and Jesus time.  In 

fact, full day kindergarten has the following benefits: it sets the stage for first grade and beyond by helping students make the 

transition to more structured learning, and research has shown that children in full-day classes show greater reading and 

mathematics achievement gains than those in half-day classes.*  

4. Curriculum: Our reading curriculum is Scott Foresman's Reading Street. The units are organized around themes and the stories 

in the series are 60% fiction and 40% non-fiction. The five core areas are emphasized each week: phonemic awareness, phonics, 

fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. Our math curriculum is Big Math for Little Kids. It covers counting, comparing sets, 

reading and writing numbers, shapes, patterns, measurement, addition and subtraction, and position and location.  

5. We have weekly lessons in Art, Music, and Library. 

6. Facilities: We have a wide open field to run in, a full sized gymnasium, and a library.  The kindergarten classroom is bright, airy 

and colorful.  

7. Community: Our community of families and staff are incredibly supportive, friendly and caring. 

8. Familiarity: The teachers and staff at Open Arms already know your child, and what makes them tick. Small class sizes also 

means better and more individualized curriculums. 

9. An assistant teacher creates a smaller ratio of student to teacher. 

10. We genuinely love our students!  

*Walston, J. and J. West. Full-Day and Half-Day Kindergarten in the United States: Findings from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, 
Kindergarten Class of 1998–99. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2004.  



 

 

 

Shop AmazonSmile and Support Open Arms! 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way to support our school. The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 

of the purchase price of your eligible purchases. On your first visit to AmazonSmile you will need to search for and 

select Immanuel Lutheran Church Glenview or use this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2378514. 

Don’t forget to tell your family and friends! 

Thank you for your support! 

 

The WEATHER is up and down. Here are some reminders: 

 

1. Please have EXTRA clothing in your child’s cubby that is suitable for the current weather.  
Children should have underwear/diapers, socks, bottoms, top and at this time of year a 
sweatshirt. 

 

2.   When bringing in hats, mittens, boots and snow pants please remember to label everything.  

 

3.   WEATHER CLOSINGS:  We make EVERY effor t to remain OPEN. However , dur ing bad weather  we 
may find it necessary to close for the safety of all of you and our staff.  If we do choose to close for the day we will 
make the decision as early as possible. We will post the closing on our Facebook page, and send an email. 

 

 

Open Arms has a PARENTS FACEBOOK Page!  

 

 If you would like to be included please send “Jessy Open Arms Dinkelman” a friend 
request and she will be happy to add you to the page.  The OA Parents Page is a closed 
group where we share photos, school updates, parent communications and connections.  

 
 

 
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

 



The Lutheran Home is looking for donations for their sales and for their residents. Please see the list below of items to 
keep an eye out for when you do your spring cleaning.  

 

New or Used: housewares, knick-knacks, bedding, towels, small appliances, books, puzzles, DVDs, games, holi-
day decorations jewelry (costume, new or used, perfect or broken) 

 

New: pens, pads of paper, bars of soap, unopened full-sized toothpaste tubes, unopened toothbrushes, lip balm, 
boxes or packs of facial tissues.   

 

Our friend Vivian Frazier was a resident here before being called to the Lord’s side in Heaven. 
 

Please bring all items to Immanuel Lutheran Church and Open Arms School and we will bring the items over at the 
end of the month.  

Lutheran Home Donation Collection 

Spaghetti Dinner! —It’s BACK!! 

Ash Wednesday 

Join us March 12th as we restart our annual spaghetti dinner and talent show. Dinner will be served at 5:30 PM in the 
school gym. 

 

There will be a free will donation. All proceeds will go to the Chicago Food Depository. 

Live entertainment will be provided by you and your wonderful talents. 

 

A sign up sheet will be located both at the main entrance of the school and in the narthex of the church.  

 

 

Please RSVP by March 5th 

  Join us for Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday, March 2nd at 7:00pm. 

40 Days of Lent Meditations   
 

The 40 days of Lent can help Christians prepare spiritually for the central moment of the Christian 
year: Easter. Lent can help you prepare for the joys of Easter as you simplify the life of faith, deepen 

prayer and Bible reading, practice Christian disciplines, and engage in a sacrificial life. Lent can 
make a profound difference in a believer's life. Follow this regimen of reading a Scripture, doing an 

activity, and answering a question.  

 
Each day includes a Scripture passage, and activity, and a question to ponder. These quick daily 

exercises will prepare your heart for Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture passages will be posted on the website* 
Website: www.ImmanuelGlenview.org 



Sick Policy: Sick children should remain home. Please do not br ing your  child to school if he/she is showing 
signs or symptoms of illness.  If we notice any symptoms of illness while your child is in our care, we will call you to 
arrange to have them picked up.  If we send your child home due to illness, they may not return the next day.  Chil-
dren need to be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. The signs and symptoms of illness are as fol-
lows:  

 Pus or mucus in the eyes, redness, itching, pink eye;  

 Continuous mucus from the nose;  

 Lethargy;  

 Diarrhea;  

 Vomiting;  

 Skin rash of unknown origin;  

 Head lice;  

 Other flu like symptoms - aches, cough, chills, wheezing, etc.  

 AND, OR Temperature of or  over  100.4 degrees Fahrenheit (EVEN if you think it is from teething or  
shots);  

As a general rule, if your child cannot function normally in school they need to stay home and rest.  

*Your cooperation is vitally important to help keep other children and our staff healthy. Please notify us at 1-847-
724-6092 if your child will miss school due to illness.   

 If you are called to pick up your child, please do so within an hour’s time frame.  

 Please DO NOT medicate your child and send them to school. Medications wear off and only mask the 
symptoms.  Let’s work together to keep our children, staff and all of you healthy this season.  

Group child care is for children who feel well and are able to enjoy the day’s activities. 

 

Always have an alternative child care plan ready so that your child can have all the individual care, cuddling, and 
attention s/he needs when sick.  Be sure to tell your child care provider about your child’s symptoms, even if s/he 

stays home.  Talk with your child’s doctor if you are concerned about his or her illness.  



Events 
 
 

Sundays 

9:45 AM Adult Bible Study (Zoom/In-Person) 

9:45 AM Sunday School (In-Person) 

10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 

Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

 

Wednesdays 

10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays 

1:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser)  

 
 
 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter  the information below as prompted. 

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 

 

 



Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 

Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann — Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman — Director 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn — Assistant Director 

Ms. Missy Brouillet — OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Ms. Kathy Gerken — Business Manager 

Mrs. Natalie — Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Rana, Ms. Dorothea, Ms. 
Alicia 

Mrs. Debbie—Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji, Ms. Yesenia 

Ms. Carol —Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Paula 

Ms. Adriana — Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Ginelley 

Ms. Destiny— Daisy 3s; Ms. Marissa, Ms. Michelle 

Ms. Gerken—Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Kirti, Ms. Izabel 

Ms. Leslie —Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty and Mr. Mark— Handymen   

  
 

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

 

 

847-724-1034 

www.immanuelglenview.org 

 

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 

All are Welcome to Worship! 

 

Sundays 10:45 Am 

In person and via Zoom 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

March 1st: Registration opens to the community 

 

Lutheran Home donation collection from March 1st to April 1st 

 

Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show March 12th at 5:30 PM 

 

TIME CHANGE: Spring forward on March 13th. 

 

March 21st-25th: Kindergarten is in person but non curriculum  

for Spring break 

 



 

March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

 

10:30 Am 

Coffee Hour  

2 
Ash Wednesday 

7:00 Pm 

 

10 Am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30 Pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

3 

 
 

1 PM Bible Study 

 

6:30 PM  

Confirmation Study 

 

 

4 5 

6 

 

9:45 Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45 Am Sunday School 

 

10:45 Am Sunday IP Worship  

 

 

10:45 Am Zoom Worship  

7 8 
 

 

10:30 Am  

Coffee Hour  

9 

 
10 Am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30 Pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

10 

 
 

1 PM Bible Study 

 

6:30 PM  

Confirmation Study 

 

 

11 12 

13 

 

9:45 Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45 Am Sunday School 

 

10:45 Am Sunday IP Worship  

 

 

10:45 Am Zoom Worship  

14 15 
 

 

10:30 Am  

Coffee Hour  

16 

 
10 Am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30 Pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

17 

 
 

1 PM Bible Study 

 

6:30 PM  

Confirmation Study 

 

 

18 19 

20 

 

9:45 Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45 Am Sunday School 

 

10:45 Am Sunday IP Worship  

 

 

10:45 Am Zoom Worship  

21 22 

 
10:30 Am  

Coffee Hour  

23 

 
10 Am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30 Pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

24 

 
 

1 PM Bible Study 

 

6:30 PM  

Confirmation Study 

 

25 26 

27 

 

9:45 Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45 Am Sunday School 

 

10:45 Am Sunday IP Worship  

 

 

10:45 Am Zoom Worship  

28 29 

 
10:30 Am  

Coffee Hour  

30 

 
10 Am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30 Pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

31 

 
 

1 PM Bible Study 

 

6:30 PM  

Confirmation Study 

 

  


