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Easter Matters! 
 

After reading the title above for the MAY newsletter, some of you 
are probably thinking that Pastor is more than one egg short of a 
complete basket! After all, Easter was in April, right?!  

 

Then again, some of you (who were at the Easter Sunday service) 
are beginning to realize that Easter is continuing and is certainly 
MORE than just one day of the year. 

 

And that is really the point of this month’s newsletter – EASTER is, indeed, still part of our daily 
lives. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ that we celebrate is more than can be contained in a single 
morning – it is all year long, every year. We can see it if we look for it. And we can embody it if we 
truly believe it. 

 

Among the congregational activities this month, you will have many opportunities to fulfill your 
own expression of your resurrected life in Christ, and you are encouraged to share that with others.  
 
Are you allowing your life to be interrupted by God? Remember that we heard Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
write, “God will be constantly crossing our paths and canceling our plans by sending us people with 
claims and petitions.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together [San Francisco: Harper, 1954], 99). 
 
St. Peter says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15).  
 
So, are you giving everyone a reason to ask? 
 
Consider how you might go about doing that in your daily life, and then share the things that have 
worked for you with your fellow members, so we can all learn new ways to continue to show that 
Easter [still] Matters in our daily lives. 
 
 
Blessings in the Risen Christ, 
 

Pastor Jim  

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 



 

Pressure? Approaching conflict in small bites so it doesn’t build? 

 

Pressure.  “A flaw or a crack, the straw in the stack that breaks the camel’s back.  What breaks the 
camel’s back? Its pressure like a drip, drip, drip, that’ll never stop”.  Well if you haven’t seen 
Disney’s movie, Encanto, I strongly suggest you find a few hours of your time to watch this one.  
Disney has been putting a lot of movies out lately that talk more about personal challenges, family 
problems, and emotions instead of its usual “classic villain”.  

 

Conflict.  Eww, that sounds like such a scary word. No one likes conflict. Conflict means fighting, 
fighting means anger. Conflict never seems to ever have a good connotation.  But can it?  Instead of 
looking at conflict as two opposing forces forever clashing unto infinity, we need to value conflict for 
what it realistically does bring.  When approached respectfully (and calmly) conflict ultimately 
brings peace. 

 

We can model this behavior for our children too.  The next time someone makes us angry, instead of 
venting to our spouse or in front of our children, we can calmly make it a point to say that the next 
time we see that person we will need to sit down and talk with them to clear this up.  Children see 
these behaviors and they want to copy us.  When they get upset with their siblings or friends, help 
guide them through a conversation.  Allow them each time to share how they feel, what they want, 
and what they believe a fair decision should be.  Let them have control of the situation, while you, as 
the parents, just get to be the judge and the final stamp of approval.  

 

Surprisingly enough, this also works with adults. Most times conflict is just about someone not 
feeling appreciated, heard, or respected.  Just sitting down and talking about what someone expects 
from a situation can yield impressive results. 

 

So pressure and conflict, two words that sound bad, but really hold the secret to resolving each other.  
If you don’t wait for “the straw that breaks the camel’s back” and instead you address each little 
conflict right away, again, respectfully, then wouldn’t that mean that the straws can’t pile up? 

 

And when the load gets too much to bear, remember who we can rely on to help us carry our burdens, 
who carries not only our burdens, but us along with them.  Remember to pray for help and guidance 
as you traverse through conflict and pressure. Only He has the right words to say and the right times 
in which to say it.  

 

 

Jessy Dinkelman 



Kat’s Corner – May 2022 Edition 
 

May is for Mother’s Day! It’s filled with flowers of all colors blooming. God provides a fresh look of beauty 
for all the Mama’s out there. On Mother’s Day there are two things my mom loves to see…her kids and 
flowers. God provides, it’s our honor and pleasure to deliver. What a gift from God to have a mother who is 
a faithful mentor to her children. Happy Mother’s Day to all of our mothers!!!! 

 

Financial Update: 

We are behind in some budget projections, but ahead of last year. We are improving on revenue, but it seems 
everything is experiencing increased costs in one form or another. We continue to monitor expenses and 
work to be wise stewards with God’s gifts.  

We did just receive yet another Child Care Restoration Grant for round #5 in the amount of $54,855.00. 
These funds are to help us with expenses from January – June 2022.  

 

Mission of the Month: 

May: Walcamp – Agape Camp which is a camp for  special needs campers. If you would like to 
contribute to this effort, please write Walcamp on your envelope or check and it can be mailed or placed in 
the offering plate. 

 

Our March mission collection for  The Lutheran Home Auxiliary went well (1 full car  load) with 
donations received from both church and Open Arms Families. The Lutheran Home Auxiliary was thrilled to 
accept our donations. We also included a $200.00 check to be used towards “gift cards” to allow residents to 
shop in their General Store. Vivian Frazier lived a life of servanthood and I think these donations honor her 
life of helping others.  Special thanks go out to those who actually delivered everything! 

 

Lutheran Worship Hymnal Mission: After  years of praying that our  360+ blue hymnals would find a 
place to continue their ministry, God has provided!  Rev Tom Fisher from Lutheran Heritage Foundation, 
found a mission project looking for LW Hymnals.  Orphan Grain Train, located in Sebewaing, MI is 
collecting them and will be shipping them to Sudan. This is a great MISSION opportunity for us. Special 
thanks to our mission partners, Lutheran Church Charites for delivering them to Rev Tom with LHF who has 
someone to deliver them to the shipping container.  Please keep this mission project in your prayers that they 
may arrive safely and touch the lives of many. 

 

Around the Building: 

 

Team Logic IT has been busy helping with our  networks and internet. New hardware is in place and 
the VLAN network has been launched. New wiring to increase performance is our next step of improvement. 

 

The 4 glass door set up for the gym entrance is in need of updating. The doors to my knowledge have been 
repaired several times, but never replaced (1965).  Current bids from Door Systems range from $22K-$26K. 
I am working on gathering quotes from 2 other companies, but once again, not getting much response. Door 
Systems was highly recommended by several sources.  

 

Storm Drainage Project Update:   

Engineers are working with our plumbers in efforts to refine the scope of work and minimize costs. 

 

Kathy A Gerken, Business Manager Contact: 847-724-1034 Email kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 



 

Mother’s Day Diaper Drive     

Disposable diapers for infants and toddlers will be collected on the first three Sundays of May. May 

1st through the 15th. The contributions will be given to Mary Lou’s Place, which is a shelter for 

abused women. It is operated in connection with the Evanston YWCA. There will be a collection 

box in the entry way of the school and the church. They are in particular need of the larger sizes but 

all sizes are welcome.  

 

Family Fun Night    

 

Come join us at Open Arms, May 13th at 5:30pm for a dinner of pizza and salad, and to hear about 
the Fruits of the Spirit. This event is open to all families and children. Different activities will help 
you understand the ways the Spirit calls us to care for others. To give you a hint the Fruits are: Love, 
Joy, Gentleness, Patience, Peace, Self Control, Goodness, Kindness, and Faithfulness. 

 

Grill Nights are back!! 

 

Save the date for Friday, June 3rd, Tuesday, July 26th, and Wednesday, August 17th. Come and 
join us in our Back yard for some grilled dinner! Join us for hotdogs, brats and side dishes! This is an 
event to get to know one another better, come and meet Immanuel Church Members and Open Arms 
Families! 

 

Food is being served at: 5:00 PM with last call at 6:30PM. Clean up is at 7:00PM.   

 

Troop 55 Memorial Day Project 
 

Boy Scout Troop 55 and Scoutmaster Daniel S. Bertholf will be placing 79 American Flags in the 
cemetery, each flag representing a veteran that has been buried there. They will be doing this in time 
for memorial day, sometime during the week of May 23rd. This has been done in the past, but not 
during Covid. A special thanks to Troop 55 as they honor and remember our veterans who had 
bravely served our country.  



 

Easter Matters Joint Task Force  

 

Do you have a vison for a better building? We are looking for individuals to help us utilize our 
building to its full capacity.  Do you have a talent for organizing?  Maybe you have a talent for 
building shelves, and figuring out storage solutions? Contact the church office at 
admina@immanuelglenview.org about your talents and take this opportunity to help your community 
and congregation.  

 

Women’s Bible Study 

 

We are planning to start a Women’s Bible Study to meet in person and in the evenings. Kathy 
Christiansen has graciously offered to lead us in this Bible Study. A book has been chosen to study,  
Acts: Awakening in Everyday Life written by Melissa Spoelstra. A six-session study that examines 
the first followers of Jesus and the growth of the Christian Church. The study provides a spiritual 
awakening to the power of God’s Spirit and experience of His freedom, grace, and direction for 
every day. If interested in joining us, let Kathy Christiansen dkchristiansen@juno.com or Debra Zara 
debra.zara23@gmail.com, know. The cost of the book will be $10.00, and will need to be ordered.  
We are trying to have our first session in May. Once we know who all wants to join, we can decide 
as a group on a day of the week and evening time to meet.   

 
Service in recognition of the Barber Family  
 
On May 22, Immanuel will be focusing our worship service on celebrating the gift that God gave us in 
Pastor Dave Barber, Ann, and their three sons. At this celebration service, Tim Barber, who graduates from 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis one week before, will be preaching the sermon before he goes on to 
become a Pastor. (Tim will receive his assignment on Tuesday, April 26 and the service will be live 
streamed on csl.edu at 7 pm). Pastor Barber will also be participating in the service along with Pastor 
Kirschenmann, and a representative from the Northern Illinois District, Lois Stewart, will also be attending. 
Following the service, a coffee and cake reception will be held. We thank all the Barbers for giving us this 
opportunity to celebrate with us their past and future service to the Lord.  
  
Starting in 2000, Pastor Barber led our congregation. He and his family became a special part of life at 
Immanuel. Pastor Barber was our minister, Ann Barber was our Director of Family Life, and their three sons 
-- Ben, Dan, and Tim – were also important members of the Immanuel family. During Pastor Barber’s 
tenure, the Open Arms ministry was established at Immanuel and has flourished in fulfilling its mission of 
providing Christian childcare to Glenview. Throughout Pastor Barber’s 30 years in the ministry, and all the 
time that the Barbers have spent with us, the Barbers love for the Lord and us has always been apparent. 



Teacher Appreciation Week is May 2-6.  

It’s a great opportunity for our Open Arms community to celebrate our wonderful teachers and show 
them how much we care. This year we’ll be:  

 
 Hosting a breakfast with items donated by parents (Monday)  
 Providing snacks (Tuesday/Thursday) 
 Catering lunch (Wednesday) 
 And ending the week with a sweet treat (Friday) 

 
How can you (and your kids) get involved?   

1.  Teacher/Staff Breakfast 
 

 How to Participate: Our goal is to provide a continental breakfast for  all of the teachers 
and staff on Monday morning. A Sign-up Genius has been created with various opportunities. 
Please sign-up for one (or more!) slots.  

 When: Sign-up today. Drop of items by Monday, May 2nd. 

 
2.  Chalk Drawings/Messages on the Front Steps 

 How to Participate: Have your kids turn the sidewalk and stairs into a work of ar t 
celebrating our teachers. Ms. Jessy will leave chalk outside for us to use, but please feel free to 
bring your own.  

 When: April 30 from 10-11 am or May 1st from 3-4 pm or any time that works for you over 
the weekend. (Please note that there are Church services on Sunday morning from 10 am -12 pm). 

 
3.  Dress in Red for National Teacher’s Day 

 How to Participate: Dress your kids (and yourself if you want!) in red 

 When: Tuesday, May 3rd 

 
4.  Facebook Messages 

 How to Participate: Record your kid(s) saying thank you to our teachers and post it in the 
Open Arms Parents Group for everyone to see. Please reach out to Ms. Jessy if you need to join the 
group.  

 When: Anytime! 
       Thank you in advance for your participation! 

 
          Open Arms Parent Committee 



 

Weekly Events 

 

Sundays 

9:45 AM Adult Bible Study (Zoom/In-Person) 

9:45 AM Sunday School (In-Person) 

10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 

Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

 

Wednesdays 

10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays 

1:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser)  

 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter  the infor -

mation below as prompted.  

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 



UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 

Mother’s Day Diaper Drive: Sunday, May 1st through Sunday, May 13th.  

Monday, May 31st: School closed for Memorial Day 

Thursday, June 3rd: KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION and Spring Program at 

6:30pm. Children in our UPSTAIRS classes will sing. 

CLOSED: July 5th! And August 12th and 13th for cleaning and staff     

in-service training.  

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

 

 

847-724-1034 

www.immanuelglenview.org 

 

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 

All are Welcome to Worship! 

 

Sundays 10:45 Am 

In person and via Zoom 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

 

Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman — Director 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn — Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken — Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Natalie - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Rana, Ms. Dorothea, Ms. Alicia, Ms. 
Kenosha 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji, Ms. Yesenia, Ms. Grace 

Ms. Carol - Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Paula 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Ginelley, Ms. Emilie 

Ms. Destiny - Daisy 3s; Ms. Marissa, Ms. Michelle 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Kirti, Ms. Izabel 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty and Mr. Mark— Handymen    



MAY 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

2 3 

 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

4 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

5 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

6 7 

8 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

 

6:00pm Youth Bible Class 

9 10 

 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

11 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

12 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

13 14 

15 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

16 17 

 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

18 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

19 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

20 21 

22 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship 

 (Barber Service)  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

23 24 

 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

25 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

26 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

27 28 

29 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

30 31 

 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

    


