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The Righteous Shall Live by His Faith 

 
 

And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who 
reads it…” Habakkuk 2:2 

 

With the coming of Spring, we begin to see the world 
in renewed fashion… 

 

 

As we reflect during this period of Lent, we also 
take time to consider the VISION for Immanuel as 
a church. 

 

 

 

 

The vision has been translated into strategies for the next five years, so that all may see it more 
clearly. It is my prayer and hope that all who read this month’s newsletter will see the sense of 
renewal and revitalization that aligns us all with the vision and that we work together to accomplish 
all that God has laid before us. The vision has been written out, the strategies and annual goals are 
defined and approved. 

 

Now it is time to do what God is calling us to do – run with this vision. Read this vision while you 
run with it. Allow the Holy Spirit to infuse energy into your faith life that you may share with those 
in your path. 

 

Live by your faith, knowing that you have received Christ’s righteousness. 

 

And, with every new contact you make, every new relationship you begin to build, keep this 

question in mind, “How Can I Help Others Experience Christ?” 

 

That’s the vision… now run with it! 

 

Lenten Mercies in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jim 
 
Rev. James Kirschenmann, Intentional Interim Pastor 
Immanuel Lutheran Church / Open Arms Child Development Center 



From the Director’s Desk 

 

 

Although March is often associated with the color green, we do see quite a bit of white snow 
in this month. Those lucky green shamrocks are under the snow somewhere, waiting to pop up 
and herald in warmer weather. As we wait out the last of these cold months, we can sigh in 
relief that warmer weather will soon be upon us and we survived this winter. Here are some 
fun and exciting things we have coming up this month.  

  

Enrollment update: Enrollment has been up and down this past month, we have seen 
enrollments as low as 62 and as high as 67. We are expecting 3 more children to enroll and 
start in March. We are beginning to see more part time enrollments come into the center. We 
look forward to getting to know those families. We had another Safe Families child join our 
center, we are blessed to work with such an amazing organization.   

 

Open House Tours: These tours will continue into March, with two tours open to the 
community from 9am to 1pm on March 9th and March 23rd. If you know anyone interested in 
getting to know our school or possibly enroll, please send them to this School Tour! 

 

School Picture Day: School Picture Day will be on March 6th. All children will be 
photographed on that day. Make up photos will be coordinated individually for children that 
were absent. Please have your child wear normal play clothes into school that day, and send in 
a labeled bag with their outfit for the photos. We will change the children into their photo 
outfit for their photos and then back into their play clothes for the remainder of the day.  

 

Spaghetti Dinner: Please join us on March 18th for our annual spaghetti dinner. There will also 
be a talent show and a raffle. If anyone would like to add a prize to our raffle (ask your 
employers if they would like to add something too) please let us know and we would be happy 
to add it to our prizes list.  

 

Open Enrollment for Open Arms starts March 1st. Current families enrolled get first pick for 
each classroom, any available spots will be open for new enrollments. If anyone is interested 
in touring or enrolling their children please have them reach out to Ms. Jessy for a tour and 
enrollment information.  

 

As always, I keep an open door. If you are ever curious about what is going on at Open Arms, 
or have interest in getting involved, please ask! 

 

         Blessings,  

       Jessy Dinkelman 

       oadirector@OpenArmsGlenview.org 

       847-724-6092 



Kat’s Corner – March 2023 Edition 
 
Prayer…what a wonderful gift to be able to take all our thoughts to a God who never stops loving 
us. I found this prayer in my devotions and wanted to share some of it. “…Heavenly Father, teach me 
to choose: Peace where there’s frustration. Generosity where there’s exhaustion. Patience where 
there’s anxiety…kindness where there’s discouragement…guide my words today. May your love be 
evident in all I say and do. Amen.” What powerful words to start your day and love those you 
encounter.  
 
Financial Report:  Income on both sides failed to meet projections. Praise God that expenses were 
less than projected and we ended up with a net income of $27,573.54.  
 
Added information to the weekly bulletins: We now include the previous weeks offerings total and 
the attendance numbers. Hopefully this will open our eyes and hearts to our reality. 
 
World Mission News: As I previously announced in church during Matters of Importance, the MLT 
has decided to diversify our world mission monthly donations. Each month they will vary to help in 
different areas of the world.  Watch for them to be listed on the bulletin board in the narthex, as well 
as in the bulletins. Have a favorite world mission? Let me know so we can add them to our list. 
 
NID/District Monthly donation has been split with $600 designated to Missions and Ministry and 
$500 designated to Hearts for Jesus Mercy House in Belize.  
 
World Missions for March: Mission India + Lutheran Hour International Ministries + Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation – Children’s Jesus books in SE Asia.  
 
Mission of the Month – March: Lutheran Church Charities – Disaster Relief Fund-Lutheran 
Emergency Response Teams.  
 
Around the Building: 
 
AED has arrived and has been placed in the narthex above the guest registry book. If you are 
trained or would like to be trained on how to use the AED in an emergency, please contact me so we 
can add this to our records and determine who needs to be trained. We have some options in the 
works with training, but it’s hard to schedule when I don’t know who needs training. We were 
blessed with this life saving equipment by a generous donation from an Immanuel member. 
 
Welcome to HK Facility Services, Inc! They started as our new cleaning company on Monday, 
2/6/23. They are scheduled to clean on M-W-F each week starting around 5:30pm. They are initially 
hired to handle the school areas. Marty will continue with the church and light building maintenance.  
 
Floor maintenance was completed on Saturday 2/11/23. The lobby, gym hallway and upstairs 
hallways were stripped and waxed by HK Facility Services. This work was years overdue.   
 
 
Kathy A Gerken, 
Business Manager   
Contact info: kgerken@immanuelglenview.org or 847-724-1034  

mailto:kgerken@immanuelglenview.org


Top 10 Reasons to choose Open Arms for Kindergarten! 
 

1. Our teacher: Ms. Leslie has 4 years of teaching experience and has her master’s degree in reading.  

2. Our connection with Immanuel Lutheran Church: Gives the students the opportunity to learn more about God and his Word 

during Jesus time and at weekly chapels.  

3. We offer full day kindergarten: Full day kindergarten provides a more relaxed and less hurried school day. It allows more time 

for a variety of experiences including free play, science or social studies daily, hands on science experiments and Jesus time.  In 

fact, full day kindergarten has the following benefits: it sets the stage for first grade and beyond by helping students make the 

transition to more structured learning, and research has shown that children in full-day classes show greater reading and 

mathematics achievement gains than those in half-day classes.*  

4. Curriculum: Our reading curriculum is McGraw Hill Wonders Program (2020). The curriculum is based on the science of 

reading with a focus on letters, letter sounds, and phonics instruction. It also teaches key foundations of reading skills through 

fiction and nonfiction stories, interactive workbooks, and emergent reader books. Our math curriculum is Big Math for Little 

Kids. It covers counting, comparing sets, reading and writing numbers, shapes, patterns, measurement, addition and subtraction, 

and position and location.  

5. We have weekly lessons in Art, Music, and Library. Friendzy is our new Christ-centered social emotional learning (SEL) 

curriculum that talks about emotions, good choices, and kind words.  

6. Facilities: We have a wide open field to run in, a full sized gymnasium, and a library.  The kindergarten classroom is bright, airy 

and colorful.  

7. Community: Our community of families and staff are incredibly supportive, friendly and caring. 

8. Familiarity: The teachers and staff at Open Arms already know your child, and what makes them tick. Small class sizes also 

means better and more individualized curriculums. 

9. An assistant teacher creates a smaller ratio of student to teacher. 

10. We genuinely love our students!  

 

*Walston, J. and J. West. Full-Day and Half-Day Kindergarten in the United States: Findings from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, 
Kindergarten Class of 1998–99. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2004.  



 

 

 

Shop AmazonSmile and Support Open Arms! 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way to support our school. The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 

of the purchase price of your eligible purchases. On your first visit to AmazonSmile you will need to search for and 

select Immanuel Lutheran Church Glenview or use this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2378514. 

Don’t forget to tell your family and friends! 

Thank you for your support! 

 

The WEATHER is up and down. Here are some reminders: 

 

1. Please have EXTRA clothing in your child’s cubby that is suitable for the current weather.  
Children should have underwear/diapers, socks, bottoms, top and at this time of year a 
sweatshirt. 

 

2.   When bringing in hats, mittens, boots and snow pants please remember to label everything.  

 

3.   WEATHER CLOSINGS:  We make EVERY effort to remain OPEN. However, during bad weather we may 
find it necessary to close for the safety of all of you and our staff.  If we do choose to close for the day we will make 
the decision as early as possible. We will post the closing on our Facebook page, and send an email. 

 

 

Open Arms has a PARENTS FACEBOOK Page!  

 

 If you would like to be included please send “Jessy Open Arms Dinkelman” a friend 
request and she will be happy to add you to the page.  The OA Parents Page is a closed 
group where we share photos, school updates, parent communications and connections.  

Thursday Bible Study 

 

We will be starting a new study on “Who Jesus Is” on March 2nd. Books are now available in the 
main office for you to pick up. Bible Study is every Thursday at 1:00pm on ZOOM. All are welcome 
to join! 

 
 

 



We are in this together! Join fellow LCMS Northern Illinois District members and 
let your light SHINE! through works of community service! Pick a day between 
April 14-23, 2023 and perform a service project of your choosing with a group of 
two or more people. Register your group by Wednesday, March 1, 2023 and receive 
a free SHINE! t-shirt to wear at your event. Registration and more details can be 
found at nidlcms.org/shine. 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Church/Open Arms Child Care Center/Grace 
Northbrook will be participating in a packing event at Feed My Starving 
Children in Libertyville, IL, on Saturday, April 22, 2023 from 4:30 - 6:15 
pm. 58 spots have been reserved. 

 
 
If interested in joining us, email Debra Zara at debra.zara23@gmail.com with the following information: 
 
Adult or Youth (<18), First Name, Last Name, email address, T-Shirt size 
 
Or see the Sign Up Sheet in the Church Narthex.  Recommend signing up by February 26, 2023, to get a free T-shirt for the 
event, but you will have until April 15, 2023. 

Shine Event Feed My Starving Children 

Promised Treasures Video Devotions 
 

Don’t Give Up Witnessing For Lent! Invite a friend to experience it with you.  

SEEK GOD:  

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the heart of your friend.  

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to bless all interactions with your friends and family.  

BE CREATIVE:  

• Exchange stories of family Easter traditions. You’ll learn about others’ current spiritual situations and be able to 
share what Jesus means to you.  

• Invite your friends to make new traditions this year, especially if the Easter season is stressful or depressing. 
Invite them to read the devotions with you, go to Lent services, or participate in a servant event.  

• Bring your friend or family member to help work at a church activity before Easter. Getting to know people in a 
non-threatening way makes them more likely to attend future worship.  

FOLLOW UP:  

Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries can help keep your faith conversations going. Read, listen, e-mail, or 
print at lhm.org/lent.  

 

Video Devotions will be posted on YouTube, then emailed and linked to our Facebook page. 

 

Services for Midweek during Lenten will be held @ Grace Lutheran Church in Northbrook both In-Person and  
through YouTube at 5:30 pm. 
To view Online, go to: https://www.youtube.com/@gracechurchnorthbrookandse2789 

  
In-person, with a Lenten supper to follow the service will be at: 
  
Grace Lutheran Church 
2245 Walters Ave. 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
  

mailto:debra.zara23@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@gracechurchnorthbrookandse2789


 

The Women's Bible Study ministry started a new study on Prayer on February 7, 2023. We will be discussing the 
book, Praying Woman: How to Pray When You Don't Know What to Say written by Sheila Walsh. This book was 
chosen to help us all with our prayer life and connect with the Grief ministry. All the women who have joined us so 
far are Encouraging one another in Faith, Growing in God's Eternal Word, and Sharing the Love and Grace of Christ, 
which is Immanuel's Mission Statement. We encourage others to join us in this ministry. We meet on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm, in the Youth room. If interested in joining us, just show up or if you have questions contact 
Kathy Christiansen at dkchristiansen@juno.com or Debra Zara at debra.zara23@gmail.com.  

Women’s Bible Study 

 

Shine will be starting for Sunday Study (Hybrid: In-Person and Online) on 
March 5, and Online Wednesdays in the Word (Noon on Wednesdays) 
beginning in March. 

As we make ready for the first NID SHINE! Servant Event, April 14 – 23, 
2023, we turn to our Lord’s Word for guidance, equipping and blessing. In 
March, the SHINE! Bible Study will be available on the NID website to be 
used as part of your Shine preparation. Jesus clearly demonstrated in word 
and deed that He is indeed “The Light of the World.” [John 9:5] In this 
multi-session study, we will look at how Jesus showed forth the light of the 
Gospel in His earthly ministry as He taught and equipped His followers to 
also “let their light shine.” May the Spirit use this study to ready us to shine 
the love of Christ in our lives to our neighbors and communities, all to the 
glory of our Father in heaven!  

SHINE! Bible Study Coming in March  

 
 

The family life committee has been working hard trying to provide various opportunities for members of Immanuel 
and Open Arms families for fellowship and spiritual growth.  We encourage you to try something new, even if that 
means going outside of your comfort zone.  Following is a list of some of these opportunities. 
 
 
 

• Spaghetti dinner--March 18th--Come and enjoy Italian food prepared by Al Zara. 
• Pickleball--Thursday nights at 7:00 and some Saturday mornings at 9:00 in the gym 
• various Bible studies: 
 — Pastor led Sunday mornings at 8:45 in the undercroft 
 — Women’s Study Tuesday nights at 7:00 in the youth room 
 — Thursdays with Kit Lenser over Zoom 
• youth activities: 
  — Sunday school at 8:45 
  — youth group--various Sunday nights-- See Mike Snodgrass. 

 
 

We are in the process of planning additional items, so stay tuned!  The bulletin boards in the narthex contain 
additional information for activities going on at Immanuel and are updated regularly.  Should you have any questions 
or have ideas for things the family life committee should consider doing in the future, please do not hesitate to contact 
Kathy Christiansen, Pastor Jim, Mike Snodgrass, or Kit Lenser.  

Opportunities for members of Immanuel and Open Arms families  

https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5WcBuBE5g2C4fOpXjmgsIcoiJBlmjcGkPU27NFuEk-2FqsP5e5QqJSuPQehT9pL3pDEk9Uo-2FXqZfUR-2FW4Z9OgwvxvPvhpXEsmkpZm196qeDIX-2B1gCEqgeqCkhImePjq73-2B0sGb2LbnP9RiGlK2ED5Wj-2BpgZz2mVK8oU53YbgybtiZdP84iVl42Yx99W-2FWE5-2BAnnTTs
https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5WcBuBE5g2C4fOpXjmgsIcoiJBlmjcGkPU27NFuEk-2FqsP5e5QqJSuPQehT9pL3pDEk9Uo-2FXqZfUR-2FW4Z9OgwvxvPvhpXEsmkpZm196qeDIX-2B1gCEqgeqCkhImePjq73-2B0sGb2LbnP9RiGlK2ED5Wj-2BpgZz2mVK8oU53YbgybtiZdP84iVl42Yx99W-2FWE5-2BAnnTTs


 

Spaghetti Dinner and  
Talent Show 

 

When: March 18th, 2023 

Where: Open Arms Gym 

Time: Doors open at 5:00pm, Dinner at 5:30pm 

 

 

Join us for our Annual Spaghetti dinner and talent show. A sign-
up sheet to RSVP for the dinner/talent show will be located on 

the table at the front of Open Arms by the main doors, and in the 
Narthex on our main table before you enter the Sanctuary. There 
will also be a raffle of donated items with all funds raised going 

towards Safe Families For Children. Everyone is welcome to 
join! 

 

See you there!! 



 

Weekly Events 

 
 

Sundays 

8:45am Children’s Sunday School (Library/Youth Room) 

8:45am Study Hour 

10:00am Worship (Zoom/In-Person)  
 

Tuesdays 

10:30am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 
 

Wednesdays 

10:00am Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

5:30pm Midweek Lenten (Grace Lutheran/YouTube Recording) 

12:00pm Wednesdays in the Word 
(Koinonia.ClickMeeting.com\shine\) 

 

Thursdays 

1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 

 

7:00pm Pickleball (Gym) 
 
 
 
 

Simply go to Zoom 
Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  
enter the information as prompted. Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 

Password: 188009 



  Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman - Director 

Ms. Christin Nosko - Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken - Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn - Continuing education coordinator  

Mr. Tim Marquardt - Music director (Organist) 

Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Alicia, Ms. Rachel 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji,  

Ms. Jenny, Ms. Khadija 

Ms. Carol -Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Paula, 
Ms. Lily, Ms. Jennifer, Ms. Eunice 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Judy 

Ms. Helen- Daisy 3s; Ms. Lamees, Ms. Yun 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Linda 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty - Handyman 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

March 1st: Registration opens to the community 

 

Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show March 18th at 5:00 PM 

 

TIME CHANGE: Spring forward on March 12th. 

 

March 27th-31st: Kindergarten is in person but non curriculum  

for Spring break 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 


