
The Fellowship of the Believers 
 

 

When the Transition Team held a “Listening Session” on 
May 15, 2022, one of the key desires of the congregation 
was to have opportunities for regular Christian Fellowship. 
It was mentioned that dinner at people’s houses and other 
ways of furthering relationships was important in our faith 
community to be building one another up in Christ. 

 

 

We read about this in Acts 2:42-47, as being important to the first Christians… 

 
46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. - Acts 2:46-67 

 

This brought to my mind something I had heard about a few years back where a group of 4-6 people agree to 
come together once a month for 3 months (a different host each month) and simply share a meal and possibly 
invite others (it is recommended that groups be no larger than 8 people). Some call it “Dinner with Friends.” 
After 3 months, the members of the group rotate into other DWF groups. 

 

This falls right in line with what the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica… 

 
11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
- 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

If you might be interested in starting a “Dinner with Friends” group, please contact the Church Office and we 
will start setting things up. 

 

Encouraging? I pray you continue to do so… 

 

Grace and Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 

 
 
 
 

Immanuel/ Open Arms News 

 
 

June 2022 



 

Time for YOU 

 

You leave work and settle into a commute to your child’s school. Maybe you already got 
an email about how their day has been or maybe you are walking in completely 
unsure. You reach your child’s classroom and one of two things usually happens: one, they 
come running out to you, tears or no tears, they want to leave and you are there to take 
them home. Or two, they cry/scream/pout/negotiate, they don’t want to leave just yet. 

 

Either way you’ve had a long day and so have they. Some of you may have seen my 
director’s blog post on the Open Arms’ website, back on Friday, May 20th. It was an article 
about the most important 9 minutes of your child’s day. The first three are when they wake 
up - after a night alone (or maybe curled up by your side) they need to see you and know 
that you are still there and that you still love them. The second three are right after you 
pick them up from school - they have so many things to tell you (verbally or nonverbally) 
are you available to listen or are you still on a work call? The final three are right before 
they go to bed - as they prepare for a restful night, hopefully in their own bed. 

 

Children need constant attention- as babies learn object permanence, children are learning 
love permanence. How does a child understand that you love them without constantly 
saying “I love you”? 

 

Each family is different. Sometimes a good cuddle, a dinner together, an activity or game 
together, or maybe you are one of the special few that get to have a wrestling session (did 

you know that this ‘rough love’ is because they feel safe enough with you to let their guard 
down and ‘control’ an aspect of their day?). No matter what you do, give your child your 

undivided attention. Hang up the phones, turn off the podcast, the T.V., pause your 
conversation with another adult, and greet your child with a two arm hug and eye 
contact. Start with just that. Start each of those three minutes with a hug and eye 

contact. You can tell me if I’m wrong, but I bet that if you do just that, every day, for the 
start of each of those 3 minutes, you will see a change in your child’s day. Who knows, it 

may just change your entire day too! 
 

 

         

         Jessy Dinkelman  



Kat’s Corner June Edition 
 

Monday, May 9th I read a devotion from Lutheran Church Charities titled “Focus On What’s Good.” It really struck my heart. “When 
things aren’t going well in your life you have to choose what you’ll focus on: fear or faith, despair or hope, problems or solutions. Even 
when the problem isn’t solved to your liking, when you focus on God, He lifts you above your circumstances and gives you peace in 
the midst of them.” What do you focus on? A LCC Daily Devotions link is available on our website at www.immanuelglenview.org.  

 

Financial Report:  
 

 

 

 

 

Words can’t explain the Lord’s bounty to his ministry at Immanuel.  

 

 

Employee Retention Credit Funds for  2Q, 3Q and 4Q 2020, plus interest were received 4/25/22, in the total amount of 
$96,957.28. God blessed us with Kathy Christiansen who donated her tax knowledge talents to complete the processing needed to 
apply for this Covid19 benefit program. 

 

The final Child Care Workforce Bonus Grant will be distributed 05/13/22. Yet another $38,280.00 received to provide bonuses to those 
who worked through Covid19 with us in 2021. 

 

God has been so gracious with all of us. Therefore, we all should continue to give back to the Lord. 

 

 

Mission News: 

 
 

 

 

Our LW Hymnals became a beautiful mission partnership to get them to the shipping crate headed for Sudan. Please pray for safe 
delivery and that each hymnal may minister to each person who opens it. 

 

We also have a new mission we can support, lovepackaging.org located in Butler, IL. They ship Christian literature to 143 different 
countries. They take Bibles, Portals of Prayers, etc. I am in the process of obtaining additional information. They host short MISSION 
TRIPS in Butler. Volunteers help sort and pack donated materials. This is a great opportunity in our backyard to mission to the world.  

 

Ruth’s Room – she has agreed that donating her remaining items to the Lutheran Home Auxiliary group would be a great mission. I 
have been working with Mike Snodgrass to get the Youth involved in packing and delivering her merchandise. The ladies at the LHA 
are so excited to receive this donation. 

 

June Mission of the Month: Worship Anew which is a 30 minute, weekly TV broadcast that provides worship to anyone unable 
to attend regular worship. Its produced by Lutheran Ministries Media in Fort Wayne, IN.  

 

 

Around the Building: 
 

 

 

 

 

EASTER MATTERS TASK FORCE is being developed to help us organize our  spaces. We have so much that we no longer  
even know what we have so we just buy more. Church records are all over the building rather than one location. Overall, some things 
need to be disposed of, some shredded, some scanned and kept as digital records and some things simply organized. We have 
completed a walkthrough of the building identifying areas that need attention. We are now trying to prioritize areas and then look for 
volunteers to assist. Many hands will make the tasks easier to complete. Tasks vary, we can find something for everyone.  Please watch 
and listen for additional opportunities to help.  

 

Storm Drainage Project: We have been working with the plumbers and engineer  to pinpoint our  drainage issues. Thanks to a 
camera run down the roof drains, we have accomplished our mission. We have located our problem spots. The library roof drain which 
drains to a line that goes basically nowhere. Trouble spot #2 is just east of the back ramp by the gym. It appears to have collapsed and 
is way too deep so the river water stops the flow, thus backing up and building pressure from the school roof drains. Recent heavy rains 
brought us once again, flooding in the two’s room and the Begonias. Praise God for the volunteers who came in to help clean up the 
mess. As a result of this flooding, I engaged with both the plumbers and engineer and expressed the urgency to do something to resolve 
this flooding, even if it’s a temporary solution. We met on site with the Village of Glenview Engineers to see what they will permit us 
to do to relieve this burden of backup. The solution presented was to re-route the library and school roof drains to run through a wall 
and run down PVC pipe on the exterior, rather than underground since the 1950’s underground system is failing.  All of the re-routed 
drains would then join a pipe running to the river. Plans and permits are being pursued with the Village. Please keep this project in 
your prayers.  

             Kathy A Gerken, Business Manager     Phone: 847-724-1034  Email: kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 



 

 

Kindergarten Graduation and Spring Program 

 

 

You are invited to join us on Thursday, June 2nd at 6:30pm for our  

program and graduation service. The program will be held in the church.  

This is always a fun event!   

 

Kindergarten, 4s and 3s will be singing live.  

 

Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Sibling, etc are all welcome to attend.  

We will have a cake and punch reception following the program. 

 

 

Kindergarten Graduates:  

Emily, Lyla, Logan, Chima, Finn,  

Grace, Bailey, Aubrey 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our graduates, honorees, and children for  

completing a great school year.  I pray that Open Arms has been a  

blessing in your life and I pray that God will continue to guide you and  

bless you! 
 

 



Be a blessing by donating a backpack filled with school supplies 

 

We will be collecting backpacks of supplies (list below) to be distributed by the Debra Gelfand 

Children Foundation of Glenview. These backpacks are distributed to students in District 34. 

(Deadline Sunday, July 31st.) 

 

Give one of three ways:    

1. Simply donate a new backpack (Kindergarten - 8th grade) 

2. Donate a bag of school supplies.   Please include the items on the supply list.  Make sure you 

include each item AND nothing else.   (This makes the donation given to each child the same.) 

3. Donate a backpack and a bag of school supplies.   Please keep the items separate.  When the 

children come, they pick their backpack and then they are given the supplies.  

 

 

Supply List: 

12 pencils    10 blue/black stick pens  1 box of 24 crayons 

1 ruler    2 erasers    1 pair of scissors 

2 glue sticks    2 pads of post-it notes  2 packs of 3x5 index cards 

2 highlighters   3 wide rule spiral notebooks 4 pocket folders 

   1 set colored pencils (12 count)  1 set washable markers (8-12 count) 

 
 

 

DEADLINE IS Sunday, July 31st 

 

Grill Night Reminder!! 

 

Our first grill night will be on Friday, June 3rd. Come join us for some grilled dinner! This event will 
take place in our backyard where there is plenty of open space. There will be hotdogs and side 
dishes! This is an opportunity to get to know one another better. Come and meet Immanuel Church 
Members and Open Arms Families!  

 

Food is being served at: 5:30pm with last call at 6:30pm. Clean up is at 7:00pm. 



Weekly Events 

 

Sundays 

9:45 AM Adult Bible Study (Zoom/In-Person) 

10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
 
 
 

 
Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter  the information below as prompted.  

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 

 

June Birthdays 
 

Al (6/3) 

Tim (6/3) 

John (6/5) 

Carleen (6/6) 

Eric (6/6) 

Kathie (6/8) 

Klara (6/13) 

Brian (6/18) 

Bill (6/19) 

Elfriede (6/19) 

Michelle (6/23) 

Phyllis (6/23) 

Maria (6/27) 

Jessica (6/30) 

 

May God Bless you with many 
more birthdays! 

 

June Birthdays 

(Open Arms) 

 

 

Chima (6/11) 

Elodie (6/15) 

Emma (6/16) 

Grace (6/25) 

Luke (6/23) 

 

May God Bless you with many 

more birthdays! 

 

Marriage Anniversary  

 

Dave and Kathy (6/5) 

Mike and Jeanene (6/10) 

Rich and Susan  

(6/28) 

 

Baptism Anniversary 
 

 

Darlene (6/1) 

Harold (6/1) 

Margarete (6/1) 

Melanie (6/1) 

Brandon (6/5) 

Al (6/6) 

Jared (6/6) 

Brian (6/21) 

Elfriede (6/22) 

Sandy (6/23) 

Kathie (6/25) 

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Thursday, June 3rd: KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION and Spring Program at 6:30pm. 
Children in our UPSTAIRS classes will sing. 

 

Grill Nights are Back! Friday, June 3rd, Tuesday, July 26th, and Wednesday, August 17th 

 

CLOSED: July 5th! And August 12th and 13th for cleaning and staff     
in-service training.  

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

 

Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman — Director 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn — Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken — Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Natalie - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Rana, Ms. Dorothea, Ms. Alicia,  

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji, Ms. Grace 

Ms. Carol - Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Paula 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Ginelley, Ms. Emilie 

Ms. Destiny/Nicole (June 13th) - Daisy 3s; Ms. Marissa, Ms. Michelle 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Kirti, Ms. Izabel, Ms. Linda, 
Ms. Lindsay 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Ms. Melissa -  Lunch Server 

Mr. Marty and Mr. Mark— Handymen    

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

 

 

847-724-1034 

www.immanuelglenview.org 

 

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 

All are Welcome to Worship! 

 

Sundays 10:45 Am 

In person and via Zoom 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 



JUNE 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

2 

 

6:30pm 

Kindergarten  

Graduation  

3 

 

 

5:30pm 

Grill Night  

4 

5 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

 

6 7 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

8 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

9 

 

 

10 11 

12 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

 

6:00pm Youth Bible Class 

13 14 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

15 

 

 
10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

16 

 

 

17 18 

19 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship 
  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

20 21 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

22 

 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

 

23 

 

 

24 25 

26 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

27 28 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

29 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

 

 

30 

 

 

  


