
Making Significant Decisions 
 

The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. Acts 15:6  

 

 

St. Luke’s record “The Acts of the Apostles” is not intended 
to be a prescription for the Church of every age, but does 
describe how God was at work in the Church at that time and 
place. One of the significant events that is recorded in 
chapter 15 is the Jerusalem Council. What took place at that 
point so early in the Church’s history still sets for us a 
pattern for how we make decisions.    
       

 

 

 

 

Here are some of the things that are noted by St. Luke that occurred at the Council...    

 Gather together to hear the Word of God. 
 Engage in constructive debate about matters where there is not clear agreement – in an effort to reach agreement. 
 Report on what God is doing through His Church. 
 Make decisions guided by the Word of God. 

 

Though we are far-removed from that convening of the Church, we continue to gather for those same type of 
functions. Our Congregational Meetings, at their most basic understanding, are for the purpose of being united in the 
Word of God which frames all of the reports, debates, and decisions that we gather to discuss. 

 

The description we find in Acts 15 can also provide guidance to couples and families, church boards and even a 
congregation seeking to consider a Godly VISION of the future of ministry following a decision on a God-given 
MISSION statement. 

 

When we gather for reasons apart from having our work guided and framed by the Word of God, then we have 
resorted to the ways of the world. However, our prayer is that all of our decisions as individuals, families, and the 
Church would be guided by the Word of God, for we know that the Word of the Lord endures forever. May that 
emphasis always mark our decision-making processes! 

 

Prayer – Almighty and gracious God, we thank You that by Your Holy Spirit, You bless and guide those who 
assembled in Your name that all that is done is according to Your good and gracious will and for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.   

 

[The above is adapted from the “Encourage” devotion by Missouri District President, the  
Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan on June 15, 2022.]  

 

 Grace and Peace in Christ, 

 Pastor Jim 
  Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 
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Minimizing our things while maximizing our community 

 

As we wrap up spring and bounce into summer, many of the teachers at Open Arms, the members at Immanuel, and 
parents in their own homes have been going through their “collections” that they have amassed throughout the years.  

 

Old files, outdated technology, broken toys, never-been-opened toys, gently loved clothes and shoes, everything is 
fair game.  As our children outgrow things or newer updated items come in to take their places, we need to find a 
healthy way to purge all our no longer wanted items.  Instead of adding more junk to the dump, we strive to find 
someone who would love to use those items.  

 

Here at Immanuel/Open Arms as we have been cleaning out things, we have reached out to local charities and 
businesses to see if there is anything they would be interested in. We have found so many wonderful charities and 
collection places that can really use our old items for families that need it.  We recently connected with a local church 
that has a Breakfast with Babies and allowed the families to pick through donated items that their children wouldn’t 
get to play with if it wasn’t for people cleaning out their clutter. 

 

Last month we did a Diaper drive for Wings- a safe haven for domestic abuse victims with young children and they 
were able to bring ALL the diaper donations to one of their safe houses to be given out to families. It feels so good to 
help others, all while clearing some space out of our cupboards, closets, and shelves. 

 

At home you can get the whole family involved.  I remember before my most recent move, I told my husband that he 
needs to go through his pile of things.  I “lovingly” told him that whatever was left by the day of the move, he was 
responsible for carrying all his boxes.  We managed to get rid of a lot of things that we no longer needed, and 
honestly, no longer wanted.  It was all just collecting dust or was constantly in the way. While you clean, talk to your 
children and tell them that there are children who don’t have a toy or game like that and once they no longer want it, 
it’s nice to give it to someone else.  

 

Now, I have heard the debates.  Goodwill just keeps making a profit off of free donations, but hey, it’s a really easy 
way to get rid of old things.  Some things, like old VHS tapes, we have found don’t really have much use to anyone, 
but Goodwill takes them.  Other things, like old electronics can be recycled- used for training repair persons.  And 
our personal favorite, kids toys.  Like I mentioned above, being able to find a local church to find a way to support 
local families is so exciting! 

 

If you know of any awesome organizations let us know, we would love to get the word out! 

 

Have a wonderful July and a blessed Summer 

Jessy Dinkelman 



Kat’s Corner – July Edition 
 

 

 

 

‘Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those 
who hear them’ (Ephesians 4:29). Our words influence others. You never know who is listening. We 

need to stay mindful of these words from Ephesians. Do your social media posts align? In this 
troubled world, as Jesus’ followers, our words and actions serve as a mission tool to reflect the love 

of Jesus to others. Do yours? 

 

Financial reports for May Praise God for  the blessings of the governmental funds received. 
Between tuition falling below projections and the crazy rising costs of supplies and food, we have our 

hands full, but I believe that God’s got this. I am but a vessel trying to be a wise steward.  

 

Mission of the Month – July: Voice of Hope Behind the Wall which is a NID affiliated pr ison 
ministry led by Deaconess Lori Wilbert at Statesville Correctional Center in Joliet. Bringing the 
GOSPEL message to those incarcerated. If you would like to add to our donation, simply write 
HOPE on your check or envelope. It can be mailed or added to the offering plate on Sunday. 

 

Around the Building 

 

Front Doors - It has been decided to go with the Door  Systems quote for  2 sets of doors (4 
doors). Brian Mehaffey met with the Village of Glenview and there are some hoops to jump through 
as we need a permit and will need to present at an Appearance Committee meeting. Costs are approx. 

$26k. These $ are part of the 2022 Budget Repairs. The current doors are from the 1965 addition. 

 

Ruth’s Room – After discussion with Ruth Goebel regarding the remaining items she had in her 
room, she gave her blessing to donate them to the Lutheran Home Auxiliary. The LHA will use them 
for their numerous mission activities. The Youth, under supervision, packed up the items and Debra 
& Al Zara delivered them on Saturday, June 5th.  We believe that this a great mission opportunity for 

us to continue to partner with and support. 

 

Easter Matters Task Force – We started with the stage area. We had great par ticipation from 
all ages. Some items were disposed of, some put aside for donation, other items just reorganized. 

Jessy made contact with a Glenview theater group and they are going to come and look at the props 
and equipment we have available. What they don’t take, we will donate to Goodwill or simply 

dispose of properly. 

 

Since we have an overabundance of toys and kid stuff. I reached out to St Paul, MP regarding their 
Mom & Baby Mission. They are very excited and willing to take anything we have. I believe 

that this is a great mission for us to partner with and support throughout the year, not just once as it 
allows us to share our blessings with those in need. Ruth’s Room area has become our “waiting for 

delivery” room. 
 

 

 

Kathy A Gerken, Business Manager Email: kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 



Be a blessing by donating a backpack filled with school supplies 

 

We will be collecting backpacks of supplies (list below) to be distributed by the Debra Gelfand 

Children Foundation of Glenview. These backpacks are distributed to students in District 34. 

(Deadline Sunday, July 31st.) 

 

Give one of three ways:    

1. Simply donate a new backpack (Kindergarten - 8th grade) 

2. Donate a bag of school supplies.   Please include the items on the supply list.  Make sure you 

include each item AND nothing else.   (This makes the donation given to each child the same.) 

3. Donate a backpack and a bag of school supplies.   Please keep the items separate.  When the 

children come, they pick their backpack and then they are given the supplies.  

 

 

Supply List: 

12 pencils    10 blue/black stick pens  1 box of 24 crayons 

1 ruler    2 erasers    1 pair of scissors 

2 glue sticks    2 pads of post-it notes  2 packs of 3x5 index cards 

2 highlighters   3 wide rule spiral notebooks 4 pocket folders 

   1 set colored pencils (12 count)  1 set washable markers (8-12 count) 

 
 

DEADLINE IS Sunday, July 31st 

 

Grill Night Reminder!! 

 

Grill Night will be on Tuesday, July 26th. Come join us for some grilled dinner! This event will take 
place in our backyard where there is plenty of open space. There will be hotdogs and side dishes! 
This is an opportunity to get to know one another better. Come and meet Immanuel Church 
Members and Open Arms Families!  

 

Food is being served at: 5:30pm with last call at 6:30pm. Clean up is at 7:00pm. 



 

July Birthdays 
 

Joan  (7/2) 

Amber (7/5) 

Carol (7/5) 

Sharon (7/5) 

Judy (7/6) 

Michael (7/11) 

Debbie (7/12) 

Dorothea (7/12) 

Henry (7/12) 

Ruth (7/13) 

Alan (7/14) 

Cheryl (7/14) 

Emily (7/15) 

Jeanene (7/15) 

Lyle (7/19) 

Audra (7/20) 

Raymond (7/21) 

 

July Birthdays 

(Open Arms) 

 

Julia (7/1) 

Enzo (7/17) 

Noemi (7/30)  

 

May God Bless you with many 

more birthdays! 

 

Marriage Anniversary  

 

Lyle and Glenda (7/9) 

Harold and Darlene (7/21) 

Skip and Jan (7/31) 

 

 

Baptism Anniversary 
 

 

Carleen (7/1) 

Phyllis (7/1) 

Jasmine (7/7) 

Tim (7/7) 

Bill IV (7/12) 

Joan (7/15) 

Judy (7/29) 

Cheryl (7/31) 

 

Weekly Events 

Sundays 

10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays 
No Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 

Will start back up in late August or September 
 
 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter  the information below as prompted.  

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 

 

 

Sarah Snodgrass (7/21) 

Luke (7/22) 

Mary (7/24) 

Linda (7/30) 

May God Bless you with many 
more birthdays! 



 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Grill Nights: Tuesday, July 26th, and Wednesday, August 17th 

 

CLOSED: July 4th! And August 18th and 19th for cleaning 
 and staff in-service training.  

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

 

Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman — Director 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn — Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken — Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Natalie & Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Dorothea,  

Ms. Alicia, Ms. Teagan 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji,  

Ms. Grace, Ms. Katherine 

Ms. Carol & Ms. Evi - Toddler Tulips; Ms. Fayana,  

Ms. Paula, Ms. Izabel 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Ginelley,  

Ms. Kirti 

Ms. Michelle - Daisy 3s; Ms. Marissa, Ms. Ally 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Mr. Johnny 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten 

Ms. Melissa -  Lunch Server 

Mr. Marty and Mr. Mark— Handymen    

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

 

 

847-724-1034 

www.immanuelglenview.org 

 

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 

All are Welcome to Worship! 

 

Sundays 10:45 Am 

In person and via Zoom 
 

*Starting August 7th* 

Worship will begin at 10:00am 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 



JULY 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

3 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

 

4 

Happy 4th 

of July!! 

 

Open Arms 

is Closed 

5 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm Women’s 
Bible Class 

6 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

7 

 

 

8 9 

10 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

 

6:00pm Youth Bible Class 

11 12 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm Women’s 
Bible Class 

13 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

14 

 

 

15 16 

17 

 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship 
  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

18 19 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm Women’s 
Bible Class 

20 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

21 

 

 

22 23 

24/31 

 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

25 26 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm Women’s 
Bible Class 

 

5:30pm Grill Night 

27 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

28 

 

 

29 30 


