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The Season of Epiphany 

 

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men[a] from the east 
came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
[b] and have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:1-2 

 

 

Many people think of Epiphany as just a single day in the life of 
the church that follows 12 days after Christmas (hence the 
popular song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is about the days 
AFTER Christmas, not about the “gift-buying” season). But, 
while there is a specific day on our calendar, January 6, for the 
FEAST Day, Epiphany is an entire SEASON of the church year. 
The season begins with evening prayer on January 5 and ends 
(February 21, 2023) the Tuesday (Shrove Tuesday) before Ash 
Wednesday. The Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord 
(February 19, 2023) is the Last Sunday after Epiphany. 

 

 

 

During Epiphany, we worship Jesus, who has given all mankind access to God through Himself. 

  

The word “Epiphany” comes from Greek roots that mean "to show, to display" (phainein) and "on, to" (epi-). An 
epiphany is thus a time when something is shown, displayed, or manifested to an audience. 

 

We often see this pictured only as the magi coming to see the baby Jesus (see Matthew 2). The season, however, is 
much more than that – it is the celebration of the manifestation of God in human form, being displayed to ALL 
nations – and so, the nations come… During this season, we have the events of Jesus’ baptism and His 
Transfiguration, both times when God spoke from above “This is My Son…”. Of note is that these events were out in 
the open and public places – and not in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

 

During this Season of Epiphany, we rejoice that Jesus came for – and presented to – ALL people. And so, it is our 
task to share that Good News with those around us. This year, let’s not keep Epiphany to ourselves, but make it a 
point to be SHARING the Love and Grace of Christ as we invite others to join the family of God through knowing 
Jesus. 

 

Epiphany Blessings in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jim 
 
Rev. James Kirschenmann, Intentional Interim Pastor 
Immanuel Lutheran Church / Open Arms Child Development Center 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23172b


From the Directors Desk 

 

Happy New Year!  We made it through the holidays.  I hope your Christmas was merry 
and bright.  I hope that all the children appreciated the toys they received.  Here are some 
things coming up in January.  

 

Lutheran Schools Week:  We will have our annual spirit week January 22nd to the 28th.  In 
this newsletter you will find a flyer with each day’s theme.  If you need an OA T-shirt, 
please email Ms. Jessy your child’s size and we will be sure to get that to your child’s 
cubby.  

 

Fundraising: on Thursday, January 19th we are having another Dine and Donate fundraiser 
at Corner Bakery on Patriot Boulevard. In this newsletter is a flyer with all the 
information.  We hope to see many of our families and our church congregation members 
join us for this fun event! 

 

Enrollment update:  We currently have 67 children enrolled with a full time equivalent of 
62.6 children (that means on an average day we have 62 children in our center at any 
given time). We are expecting 5 new children to join us during the month of January. 
Many of them are brand new to our center so if you see a new face say hello!  

 

Out in the community:  Open Arms will be at the Glenview Public Library Preschool Fair 
on January 7th from 10am to 12pm.  If you happen to be in the area feel free to stop by 
and say hello and let some perspective families know why you choose OA.  

 

Staffing Updates: We are so blessed to have our college students excited to come back 
and help out over their winter breaks.  We continue to have Ms. Ally, Ms. Katherine, and 
Ms. Teagan in the beginning of January.  

 

School Health: We saw another small outbreak of COVID this past month. Thankfully we 
were able to catch it quickly and it did not spread. No classrooms needed to close for this 
situation.  

 

As always, I keep an open door. If you are ever curious about what is going on at Open 
Arms, or have interest in getting involved, please ask! 

  

 

       Blessings,  

 

       Jessy Dinkelman 

       oadirector@OpenArmsGlenview.org 

       847-724-6092 



Hello Open Arms Families, 
 

What an amazing time of year - we have so much to celebrate!! 
 

A new year means new opportunities and I am so thankful to be at Open Arms. As most 
of you know, I have been the “new” assistant director, since August, at Open Arms. I 
have enjoyed getting to know the staff, students and families in the past few months I 
have been here. Everyone has been very welcoming and it is a pleasure to help serve the 
school’s community atmosphere. Though I have been around, I am not sure everyone 
really knows me, so let me give you a little background.  
 

My name is Christin Nosko and I have been a part of the Lutheran school system since 
birth. I grew up in the city (Chicago) and attended St. Philip Lutheran Preschool and 
Grade School. I am also an active member of the Church congregation. I went to Luther 
North High School & attended Northeastern Illinois University to gain my Bachelors in 
Early Childhood Education, as well as my Masters in Leadership. I have been an 
assistant & teacher for over 20 years, as well as an athletic director, fundraising 
coordinator and worn many other hats over my career.  
 

Lutheran Education is a fundamental part of my life that I do not take lightly. The ability 
to work in a school setting that values the Christian education is a wonderful opportunity 
and I am very thankful to be here at Open Arms.  
 

In other news, Open Arms is starting off the new year with a lot of amazing 
opportunities for involvement from parents. We are looking forward to adding more 
fundraising programs such as Family Night Dinner outings, Spirit wear orders and much 
more. The involvement of our parents is critical to the success of our Childcare program. 
Though I know most families are spent for time, we would love to offer more 
opportunities to support the school that enables families to help in their own way in the 
future.  
 

Last by not least, just a reminder to please sign your child in and out of school everyday. 
We want to make sure that we always have the most accurate records for student 
attendance and making sure that your child is signed in and out everyday is important to 
students' safety.  
       

      This is all I have for this month! I want to wish  
      everyone a Very  Happy New Year!  
 
 
 

      Many Blessings to You!  
      

      Christin Nosko 

      Asst. Director Open Arms  



Kat’s Corner – January 2023 Edition 

 

Welcome to 2023 at Immanuel! As I reflect on my year of 2022, it was a yearlong roller coaster ride for me. 
What a blessing and comfort to know God was with me in both the valleys and the peaks. Last January, I 
shared this verse for 2022, Psalms 143:10, “Teach me to do your will, for you are my guide. May your 
gracious Spirit lead me forward on firm footing.”  Here at Immanuel, 2022 was a time of reflection and 
action. A new mission statement was developed…Encouraging one another in Faith, Growing in God’s 
eternal Word and Sharing the Love and Grace of Christ.  I see God’s hand at work here. Walking God’s 
path led us to lay led Bible Studies, a GriefShare program, Coffee Hour after church, and Pickleball. We are 
encouraging each other, growing in faith and sharing our time while building relationships. My prayers are 
that we continue to walk this path of faith and love our neighbors while working together as One in Christ 
throughout this gift of a new year.  

 

Financial Report: As for November reports, we are well ahead of the projected deficit. This was largely 
made possible by the blessing of grant funds and bequest gifts.  God obviously has BIG plans for us. We are 
all called to share with one another, be it time, goods or money. Next month I’ll have year end figures to 
share with you. 

 

2022 Giving Statements should be ready for distribution no later than January 31, 2023. 

 

GIVING TUESDAY, 11/29/22: We gave to Lutheran Church Charities, Lutheran Bible Translators, 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation and Lutheran World Relief. These missions were able to reach their goals set 
for the day with donations. I spent funds that were collected over the year from outside miscellaneous 
sources such as parking lot usage and the Goin’ Green Project.  

 

POINTSETTIA Donation: The five huge, beautiful plants were donated by Andy Pollina & Sons. They are 
our contracted landscapers and snow removal company. Thank you, JOE! 

 

Big THANKS to Rich and Susan Roths for donating the cost of purchasing and installing a new, potential 
lifesaving AED unit in the narthex.  

 

Around the Building: 

 

Nicor Gas installed a new OUTSIDE meter and REMOVED the old inside meter on Thursday 12/8/22. 
They were able to sustain gas usage throughout the installation by running a bypass for the gas so we were 
never without heat for the facility. 

 

Parking Lot Lights: The west side parking lot lights are not working. They are old and need updating. The 
back lights mounted in the library are energy guzzlers and the timer needs to be replaced. After some 
discussion, a solar light was purchased for the dumpster area. We will mount it to the old basketball post. 
The light has a motion sensor which will help a lot. If this is an effective light source, we will consider 
adding some others.  

 

Appliance Repairs: Our faithful Maytag washer needed a little TLC as its timer stopped working. I was 
excited that we haven’t had any issues with it since 2018. Our gym kitchen refrigerator needed a new 
thermostat. It was acting like a freezer. Hopefully these repairs will keep them both running for a while. 

 

Submitted by Kathy Gerken Contact information: kgerken@immanuelglenview.org   847-724-1034 

mailto:kgerken@immanuelglenview.org


Lutheran School Week is:  

January 22nd – January 28th, 2022  

 

Our Theme For This School Year - Developing Followers of Jesus:  

Matthew 28:18-20  
 

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘all authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

father and of the son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   

 

Monday, January 23rd: Open Arms T-shirt Day 

(Wear your OA T-shirt. If your child needs a T-shirt please let us know.)  

 

 

Tuesday, January 24th: Dress Fancy Day  

(Dress fancy and fabulous.)  

 

 

Wednesday, January 25th: Wacky Wednesday 

...silly hair, clothes and socks  

 
 

 

 

Thursday, January 26th: Sports Day  

(Wear your favorite Sports team)  

 
 
 
Friday, January 27th: Pajama Day 



 

Weekly Events 
 

 

 

Sundays 

*On break until Jan 8th*  

8:45am Children’s Sunday School (Library/Youth Room) 

*On break until Jan 8th* 8:45am Study Hour 

10:00am Worship (Zoom/In-Person)  

 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 
 

 

 

Thursdays 

*On break until Jan 5th* 1:00pm Bible Study  
(Zoom with Kit Lenser) 

*Ends Jan 12th* 7:00pm GriefShare (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Gym) 
 
 
 
 

Simply go to Zoom 
Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US 

(Chicago)  
enter the information as prompted. Meeting ID: 957 722 

9696 Password: 188009 





Sick Policy 

 

It is that time of year again for a reminder about our sick policy.  If we send your child home they must be 
symptom FREE before returning to school.  What does that mean?  If we send them home on a Tuesday with 
symptoms and they still have symptoms on Wednesday they may not return on Thursday.  If they are symptom free 
on Thursday they may return on Friday. It is so important for all parties involved that you follow the sick policy.   

 

Sick Policy: Sick children should remain home. Please do not bring your child to school if he/she is showing signs or 
symptoms of illness.  If we notice any symptoms of illness while your child is in our care, we will call you to arrange 
to have them picked up.  If we send your child home due to illness, they may not return the next day.  Children need 
to be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school.  

 

The signs and symptoms of illness are as follows:  

Pus or mucus in the eyes, redness, itching, pink eye;  

Continuous mucus from the nose;  

Lethargy;  

Diarrhea;  

Vomiting;  

Skin rash of unknown origin;  

Head lice;  

Other flu like symptoms - aches, cough, chills, wheezing, etc.  

AND, OR Temperature of or over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit (EVEN if you think it is from teething or shots);  

 

As a general rule, if your child cannot function normally in school they need to stay home and rest.  

 

*Your cooperation is vitally important to help keep other children and our staff healthy. Please notify us at 1-847-
724-6092 if your child will miss school due to illness.   

If you are called to pick up your child, please do so within an hour’s time 
frame, this is a DCFS requirement. 

 

Please DO NOT medicate your child and send them to school. Medications wear 
off and only mask the symptoms.   

 

Let’s work together to keep our children, staff and all of you healthy this season.  

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Clothing drive: clothing will be donated to a local church that supports 

families with small children. 

  Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman - Director 

Ms. Christin Nosko - Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken - Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn - Continuing education coordinator  

Mr. Tim Marquardt - Music director (Organist)   

Mrs. Natalie & Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Alicia, Ms. 
Shadora 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji,  

Ms. Jenny, Ms. Teagan 

Ms. Carol -Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Helen 

Ms. Paula, Ms. Lily 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E 

Ms. Hannah- Daisy 3s; Ms. Stella, Ms. Katherine, Ms. Lamees 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Linda, Ms. 
Lindsay, Ms. Ally 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty - Handyman 
 

*If you know anyone that would be interested in working in child care, 
please let us know or have them give us a call.* 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 


