
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel/Open Arms News 
 
 
 
 

December 2022 

Son of David, Son of God 

Concerning His Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh. Romans 1:3 

 

With Advent, we begin a New Church Year.  This is a time to 
consider how we are to participate in what comes next... For 
this year’s Advent season, we are using the theme “This Is 
My Son,” and so I offer the following Daily Devotion for 
December 16, based on Romans 1:1-7, written by Ruth 
McDonnell. (Watch for excerpts from these daily devotions 
throughout Advent). 

 

The apostle Paul introduces his letter to the Christians in 
Rome with a brief explanation of the Gospel. In it, he explains 
the Sonship of Jesus, but you may have missed that Paul also 

explains our sonship. Jesus is a descendant of David. According to the flesh, He is a fully human son 
like us.  

 

According to the Holy Spirit, though, and declared by His resurrection from the dead, He is the Son 
of God. Unlike us, Jesus is fully and truly God. Fully God and fully man at the same time. It is this 
God-man who gave grace to Paul and the apostles to share the Gospel with the nations. By means of 
their preaching and the preaching of those who came after the apostles, we are "called to belong to 
Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:6). So while the human genealogy of Jesus, His divine Sonship, and His 
resurrection are indeed Gospel, that same Gospel is applied to us through the preaching of His 
servants.  

 

We hear the Good News, and through it, we belong to Jesus. We become His sons and daughters! 
Because He is the Son of David and the Son of God, because He is affirmed by the Holy Spirit, 
because of the power of His resurrection, we belong to Him and receive the inheritance of everlasting 
life.  

 

 

 

 

May you know peace in your belonging.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 



From the Directors Desk 
 

♫ It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! ♫ As we rush into the busy holidays, let’s not forget to take a 
moment to enjoy our families and the friends that are like family. It is an amazing blessing to have so many 
beautiful and loving people around us each day. I thank God for getting to know everyone one of you and having 
you in my life. Here are some amazing things we have going on around Open Arms! 

 

Christmas Program: Mark your calendars for December 10th at 9am! The children will be singing and reading 
of Jesus’ birth! We will also have breakfast for everyone and Santa will be in the library waiting for everyone’s 
Christmas lists. 

 

PJ and Pancakes: December 22nd we will have pajama day for the children and staff at Open Arms. The office 
staff will be making pancakes for all the classes for their AM snack. If anyone would like to help make pancakes 
please contact Ms. Jessy.  

 

Enrollment update:  We currently have 68 children enrolled with a full time equivalent of 61.2 children (that 
means on an average day we have 61 children in our center at any given time). We are very excited (and kind of 
wondering what plans God has) because we have a family from Safe Families that joined our school.  I personally 
feel like this is God knocking on our door and trying to get our attention. If you attended the Safe Families 
presentation, or missed it and want more information, please reach out to me.   

  

Staffing Updates: We continue our search for a 3s lead teacher. Ms. Hannah is filling the position in the interim. 
We are also keeping our eyes peeled for some classroom assistants, especially in the afternoons, so if you know 
someone who is interested please let me know.  

 

Fundraising: Thank you everyone who showed up for the Culver’s fundraiser. I know I certainly appreciated not 
needing to cook or clean-up for a night. We raised just about $250 which was super amazing for a first time 
fundraiser. We are looking into other restaurants as well as some spirit wear sales in the upcoming months.   

 

Parking lot: Now that the work on our driveway has been “completed”, at least until they start on Chestnut 
Road, we have use of BOTH of our driveways. The east driveway (closer to Waukegan Road) is the IN and the 
west driveway (closer to the Church) is the OUT. Also, please remember, that as the cold weather approaches, to 
LOCK your doors and leave all valuables out of reach when picking up children, and to drive slowly (ideally 
5mph) as children will be darting into the parking lot to get into warm cars.  

  

School Health: We saw a small outbreak of COVID this past month. Thankfully we were able to catch it quickly 
and it did not spread. We did need to close a classroom down for 2 days to protect the children and to clean all the 
items. We were so happy to welcome the children back into a safe and clean environment.  

   

       As always I keep an open door. If you are ever curious about 
       what is going on at Open Arms, or have interest in getting  
       involved, please reach out! 

  

         Blessings,  

 

          Jessy Dinkelman 

          oadirector@OpenArmsGlenview.org 

          847-724-6092 



Kat’s Corner December 2022 Edition 

 

Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NLT) I know the official holiday of Thanksgiving is behind us for this year, but we 
need to remember that being THANKFUL is an everyday thing…in ALL circumstances. December is filled 
with things to be thankful for…God sent His SON to save us from our sin. So regardless of your 
circumstance, have a joyful response and be thankful for you have an awesome God who loves you and 
provides for your needs. So this Christmas season, share the gift of Jesus with those around you and bring to 
others the true joy of Christmas. 
 
Financial News:  
When reviewing our Budget vs Actual reports through October, the numbers are rather intimidating, but the 
grants funds along with special gifts helped us end up well ahead of projections. When reviewing the actual 
income and expenses of 2022 in comparison to 2021, we are moving in the right direction. Actual year-to-
date numbers through September 30th were included in the 2023 Budget data handed out and emailed. 
 
 
In early October, we were blessed with another Child Care Restoration Grant (CCRG) payment in the 
amount of $54,855. This is to help with expenses from July through December 2022. This brings our CCRG 
total received for the year to $164,165.  We have not heard any news to date if this program will continue in 
2023. 
 
Overall grant funds received in 2022: $299,802 

 

LCEF mortgage rate increased from 3.675% to 3.875% Balance as of 11/6/22: $563,831.56 

 

Year-end giving reminder: If you are one of the many members moved to give a special year end gift to 
Immanuel, please do so by December 27, 2022 so I have time to get everything processed. Blessings!  

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with 2023 Budget preparations and to members for approving it. Now 
we have to all work together to make 2023 a successful ministry year. We are all part of the ministry puzzle.  

 

December Mission of the Month: Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child. We will be sending funds 
to help cover shipping costs of the many collected shoeboxes being sent to children around the world this 
Christmas. 

 

Around the Building: The BIG projects for 2022 have been completed…new front door’s at the gym 
entrance, gym roof repairs, and the critically needed roof drain repairs (phase 1)-stop the interior flooding. 
We are now moving into 2023 and looking at Phase 2 of the drainage project which involves the asphalt area 
within the back gated play area. We are looking at removing the current asphalt and replacing some of it, but 
adding a large grass area for the little ones to play inside the gated areas. The plans and costs are being 
gathered now for spring. We did receive a gift to help with these costs.  

  

Projects to maintain our facility can be daunting and overwhelming. If you are a person who likes to 
tackle a project and help with organizing it, please reach out to me as I would love your assistance.  

 

May Christ fill your Christmas with His JOY!   

 

Gratefully submitted by Kathy A Gerken, Business Manager 



Christmas Program December 10th, 9-11am 

Join us for our Children’s Christmas Program at 9am. The upstairs children will have 

their Christmas Program at 9am. Please have your child in their room by 8:45am. 

• Upstairs will perform at 9am in the Church. 

• Breakfast will be in the Church basement.   

• The nativity will be set at the front of church for pictures 

AFTER the performance.  

• Santa will be in the library.  

We hope you will join us for this fun and festive event. 

 

The WEATHER is starting to change and here are some reminders: 

  

1. Please have EXTRA clothing in your child’s cubby that is suitable 
for the current weather. Children should have underwear/diapers, 
socks, bottoms, tops and, at this time of year, a sweatshirt.  

 

2. When bringing in hats, mittens, boots and snow pants please 
remember to label everything.  

 

3. WEATHER CLOSINGS: We make EVERY effort to remain OPEN, however, during 
bad  weather we may find it necessary to close for the safety of our staff and all of you. 
If we do choose to close for the day we will make the decision as early as possible. I 
will post the closing on our Facebook page, send an email, and update our website. 

 

**Due to District 34’s ability to “go remote” they may not call a “snow day,” please do 
not anticipate that we will remain open or closed based on District 34’s decisions.  

 

 
 

 

 

Mark your calendars...Pajama day and Pancake Breakfast is 
December 22nd for the children and staff at Open Arms! The 
office staff will be making pancakes for all the classes for their 
morning snack  Please take into account that zip up onesies may 
be difficult for the children who use the restroom by themselves.     



MIDWEEK ADVENT 
 
ADVENT THEME for 2022: "This Is My Son." 

 
Learn how the whole Bible points towards salvation found only in Jesus Christ. 
 
During the Advent season, we prepare our hearts to focus on Jesus being born 
as a humble human baby. He is both son of Mary and Son of God, the ultimate 
son of Adam who fulfilled the Law and Prophets. Through Him, we take on our 
identity as children of God, heirs to heaven and made new in baptism. Explore 
the theme of sonhood through Jesus, biblical sons, and our identity as children 
of the heavenly Father. 
 
 

Join us for a light Soup Supper in the Fellowship Hall (aka 'Basement') followed by a short 
devotional meditation on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm starting on November 30, 2022. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship will begin at 7:00pm. Join 
us for Lessons and Carols during our candlelight 
service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day Worship will begin at our regular 
Sunday hour at 10:00am. All are welcome to attend 
these worship services.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Winter Break is around the corner and Open Arms will be holding a 
Winter Break Camp!  

 

Older siblings in Kindergarten through 3rd grade (Ages 5-10) are invited 
to join our Winter Break Camp from Monday, December 19th through 

Friday, December 30th. (Open Arms is closed on Friday, December 23 & 
Monday, December 26)  

 

Kids can enjoy their school break with other kids their age, in a fun and 
supervised environment, at an affordable cost. Campers will participate in 

recreational activities, arts and crafts and other fun activities.  

 

The cost to join our camp is $385/week and students must be registered 
for full week experiences.  

 

Slots are limited…So please fill out the attached sheet and bring it to Ms. 
Christin (ASAP) to secure your spot. Already registered Open Arms 

Kindergarten students are guaranteed a spot.  

 

Sign Up Sheets are due to Ms. Christin, NO LATER THAN,  

Friday, December 2, 2022. 

 

SPOTS ARE FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED 



 

Child’s Full Name:________________________________________________ Date of Birth:__________ 

 

Age Winter 2022:_______________ Gender: M_____ or F_____ 

 

ALLERGIES:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mom’s Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mom’s Phone numbers: CELL:____________________  

 

Mom’s Email Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dad’s Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dad’s Phone numbers: CELL:_____________________  

 

 
Please select which weeks you will be attending: 

 
 
You will be charged only for the weeks you mark on this form. Last minute missed days will not be reimbursed. Thank you! 

 

  Week 1: December 19-22nd (Reminder that we are CLOSED on FRIDAY, December 23rd) 

 Week 2: December 27th-30th (Reminder that we are CLOSED on MONDAY, December 26th) 

 

Child’s Physician:_________________________________________ Phone:_______________________ 

 

Has your child had any serious illnesses, operations or accidents we need to be aware of?____________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does your child need an ALLERGY ACTION PLAN? _____ yes OR _____no 

 

I give consent to the staff at Open Arms Christian Child Development Center to seek medical attention or aid for my 
child as deemed necessary by a duly licensed or recognized physician or paramedics in case of emergency. (Every attempt 
will be made to reach the parents as quickly as possible if an emergency were to arise.)   

 

     _____ yes OR _____ no 

 

Consent is also given to transport my child if emergency medical treatment is needed. 

 

     _____ yes OR _____no 

MORE ON BACK PAGE! 

Dad’s Email Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

Open Arms Christmas Winter Camp 2022 

Registration Form 



Emergency Contact List ( Please list 3 names, phone numbers, relationship and address of people to contact in case there is an 
emergency and the parents cannot be notified) and authorization for pick-up from Open Arms. 

 

Name:______________________________ Phone number:__________________________ 
 
 
Address:____________________________ Relationship to child:_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Name:______________________________ Phone number:__________________________ 
 
 
Address:____________________________ Relationship to child:_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Name:______________________________ Phone number:__________________________ 
 
 
Address:____________________________ Relationship to child:_____________________ 

 

 

*If we have NOT met the person we will ask for identification.  Please be sure the person authorized for pick-up from 
Open Arms brings their driver’s license or other photo ID.* 

 



Immanuel Open Arms 

 

 

Weekly Events 
 

 

Sundays 

8:45am Children’s Sunday School (Library/Youth Room) 

8:45am Study Hour 

10:00am Worship (Zoom/In-Person)  

 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00pm Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 

6:30pm Midweek Advent (Fellowship Hall) 
 

 

Thursdays 

1:00pm Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser) 

 

7:00pm GriefShare (Fellowship Hall) 

 
 
 
 

7:00pm Pickleball (Gym) 
 
 
 

Simply go to Zoom 
Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

enter the information as prompted. Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 
188009 



 

 

Sick Policy: Sick children should remain home. Please do not bring your child to school if 
he/she is showing signs or symptoms of illness.  If we notice any symptoms of illness while your 
child is in our care, we will call you to arrange to have them picked up.  If we send your child home 
due to illness, they may not return the next day.  Children need to be symptom free for 24 hours 
before returning to school. The signs and symptoms of illness are as follows:  

• Pus or mucus in the eyes, redness, itching, pink eye;  

• Continuous mucus from the nose;  

• Lethargy;  

• Diarrhea;  

• Vomiting;  

• Skin rash of unknown origin;  

• Head lice;  

• Other flu like symptoms - aches, cough, chills, wheezing, etc.  

• AND, OR Temperature of or over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit (EVEN if you think it is from 
teething or shots);  

As a general rule, if your child cannot function normally in school they need to stay home and rest.  

*Your cooperation is vitally important to help keep other children and our staff healthy. Please notify 
us at 1-847-724-6092 if your child will miss school due to illness.   

 If you are called to pick up your child, please do so within an hour’s time frame.  

 Please DO NOT medicate your child and send them to school. Medications wear off and 
only mask the symptoms.  Let’s work together to keep our children, staff and all of you 
healthy this season.  

 

 

Group child care is for children who feel well and are able to enjoy the day’s activities. 

Always have an alternative child care plan ready so that your child can have all the individual care, 
cuddling, and attention s/he needs when sick.  Be sure to tell your child care provider about your 

child’s symptoms, even if s/he stays home.  Talk with your child’s doctor if you are concerned about 
his or her illness.  



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

December 10th, 9-11am: Children’s Christmas Program and breakfast 

December 22th: Pajama day and Pancake breakfast for children in 

school.  

December 23rd and 26th: School Closed 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00pm (Lessons and Carols) 

December 25th: Christmas Day Worship at 10am 

January 2nd: School Closed 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 

  Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman - Director 

Ms. Christin Nosko - Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken - Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn - Continuing education coordinator  

Mr. Tim Marquardt - Music director (Organist)   

Mrs. Natalie & Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Nour, Ms. 
Alicia, Ms. Shadora 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji,  

Ms. Jenny, Ms. Fatima 

Ms. Carol -Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Helen 

Ms. Paula, Ms. Lily 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E 

Ms. Hannah- Daisy 3s; Ms. Stella  

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Linda, Ms. Lindsay 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty - Handyman 
 

*If you know anyone that would be interested in working in child care, 
please let us know or have them give us a call.* 


