
Exclusive Access?  

 

 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
Ephesians 2:13 

A relatively recent marketing tactic is to offer “Exclusive Access” to an 
event. This often involves getting to see what goes on backstage and 
sometimes a “meet and greet” with featured celebrities or having first 
chance to purchase a new product offering. 

 

By paying a “premium” fee for “Exclusive Access,” you are treated to 
something special and you feel like a VIP. 

 

This was one of the challenges to the early Christian church – the Jews 
felt that, by their birthright, they were entitled to “Exclusive Access” to 
God. And then Jesus Christ comes along and opens the door for 
EVERYONE who believes. And the Holy Spirit freely gives the gift of 

faith where and when he wills. The apostles go around preaching this “open door” policy and the Jews resist this 
teaching (sometimes violently), because it means they no longer have VIP status.  

 

Wait just a minute – is that fair?! For thousands of years, the Israelites had the birthright – as sons of Abraham – to 
claim heaven for themselves (or so they thought). Now these new teachings are coming around, claiming that FAITH 
is the only requirement for access to God’s Kingdom. Baptism now means adoption into the family of God. How can 
this be true? 

 

Think back about how we in the faith community have acted at times… Have we treated others in the same way that 
the first-century Jews treated the first century Christians – thinking we somehow have “Exclusive Access” to God?  

 

Our personal bloodline gives us absolutely NO rights, NO merit on our part. As a matter of fact, what we deserve is 
punishment and death. The only blood that matters is the Blood of Christ – God’s only begotten son – and that alone 
has redeemed us, restored us to a right relationship with God, and causes us to be rejoicing in Christ as our Savior.  

 

So, when we meet someone who is different, be aware that Christ died for them as well. Christ has redeemed them. 
Christ wants them as part of God’s family.  

 

Christ tells us today to: Get Used to Different! 

 

Blessed to be a blessing to others, especially those who are different. 

 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 
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Kat’s Corner – August Edition 

 

 

In light of the recent tragic events in Highland Park it’s hard not to get discouraged. Even harder are all our 
questions of WHY? Our world is so broken. Seeing the LCC Comfort Dogs and their Hearts of Mercy & 
Compassion reminds me that “presence” is so critical. It opens the doors of opportunity to show mercy and 
compassion to those hurting and in need of his peace that surpasses all human understanding. It also opens doors 
to sharing HIS message. We are all called to love our neighbor. Psalm 23 is very comforting, share it!  May 
God’s peace fill our hearts & minds in these unsettling days. 

 

 
Financial reports for June 2022: This information corresponds with the same repor ts provided to Tom 
Amato for discussion and financial transparency to the congregation on July 10, 2022. Through June, we 
projected a net LOSS of $87,403.17 and without government grant funds, we are at a LOSS of $113,312.56 – a 
difference of $25,909.39. With the government funds of over $200k we are $93k+ net income.  

 

 

August Mission of the Month: Chicagoland Lutheran Education Ministr ies – CLEF empowers and assists 
urban Lutheran schools. 

 

Love Packages is car rying on the Great Commission by sending the gospel to the ends of the ear th by 
putting donated bibles and other Christian literature into the hands of people around the world. Our 140+ bibles 
became part of the mission as Pastor Jim dropped them off in Butler, IL as he traveled to St Louis for his 
conference. That should give all of us some JOY! If anyone wants to drive to Peoria, IL we have additional 
boxes of Christian literature to deliver. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran School Class of 1961 is planning a class reunion and as par t of the celebration, they 
are planning on joining us for worship on August 7th. I will be giving them a tour of the school following the 
worship service. Lots of changes since they attended! 

 

Speaking of reunions, the Buhrke Family Reunion (my family) will be held at Immanuel on August 6th. Our 
family has long awaited this as Covid19 has delayed it two years. Our family goes back to the original church.  
Many of us went through school here and were active in the community as well as our church.  Some of us may 
also still be around for Sunday service.  

 

Around the building: 

 

The Storm Drainage project remains in pending permit status with the Village of Glenview. The Front Door 
replacement project has been approved and we hope to have permit in hand soon!  

 

Network overhaul and re-cabling projects are completed, so we stepped forward with new telephones 
through Comcast. These items were par t of the planned budget.  

 

Easter Task Force has been busy. We have continued to sor t through many areas of the building. We 
donated 10 boxes of children’s books to Bernie’s Book Bank which puts physical books in the hands of children. 
We have several car loads of item for St Paul, Mt Prospect for their Mom & Baby Mission. We are working on 
getting it all to them. If you’d like to help deliver items, please contact me. We have cleared out old TV’s, 
monitors, printers, phones and metal which will get picked up by Green Electric Recycling, a company owned 
by an Immanuel School Alumni, Michelle Gorski. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Gerken, Business Manager Contact Info:  847-724-1034  Email: kgerken@immanuelglenview.org 



From the OA Directors Desk… 

 

Oh, I love the smell of anything fresh; freshly washed sheets, fresh baby lotion, freshly 
mopped floors and even the classrooms after they have been sprayed with cleaning 
solution.  Although our year technically starts in January, when you are a teacher the year 
really feels like it starts in August. Throughout July we have been cleaning and gathering 
lists of new kids and new supplies. We have been finishing progress reports and end of 
the year project binders to send home to families. We always look forward to the busy 
changes that happen during these next few months. 

This upcoming school year theme is “Making Disciples for Life”. Year after year parents 
tell us that they are so happy to be at Open Arms because of its Christian environment.  
This past year we started our “Saint of the week” bulletin board. Each week a handful of 
students and staff get their picture put on the board to be the saint of the week. Each 
face you see on the board, and the face you see in the mirror each morning are Disciples 
of Christ. Every time we share that we believe in God and Jesus, and tell others that we go 
to or work at a Christian school, we are doing our work as Disciples of Christ. 

As August gets into full swing, we will be closed for a few days, August 18th and 19th to be 
exact, so our teachers can complete their in-service trainings, CPR/First Aid Trainings, and 
cleaning and setting up the room for the next group of children to enter in. The teachers 
will be re-labeling cots and cubbies, diaper bins and folders and there is always a smell of 
laminated plastic from all the new classroom labels and decorations. Many of our 
classrooms have gotten a jump start on their cleaning, already having wiped down and 
sanitized the toys that the class will no longer play with and we already see some new 
decorations and room arrangements. It is a very exciting time.  

After that 4 day weekend the children get to come back and see their “new room” and 
get to play with all the toys and games that they saw but never really got to play with 
before. Some have new backpacks or new shoes. Even though they were here last week 
maybe that special “1st day of school” outfit has been hanging in their closet for weeks 
just waiting to be worn. And we cannot forget the photos. It’s no secret that we love our 
photos here at Open Arms, and so many first day photos are taken.  

We look forward to the exciting new school year and welcoming new friends and faces 
throughout the year. We know this is an exciting time for many families as well. We are 
so excited for all the learning and growth each of us will do. I hope we have many 
opportunities to share our knowledge and expertise with each other. 

 

Jessy Dinkelman     



 

Grill Night Reminder!! 

Our last grill night will be on Wednesday, August 17th. Come join us for some grilled dinner! This event will take 
place in our backyard where there is plenty of open space. There will be hotdogs and side dishes! This is an 
opportunity to get to know one another better. Come and meet Immanuel Church Members and Open Arms Families! 

 

Food is being served at: 5:30pm with last call at 6:30pm. Clean up is at 7:00pm. 

Just a reminder that Open Arms will be closed on  

Thursday, August 18th and Friday, August 19th. 
  

What will we be doing?  

Thursday: 

  Is cleaning day! We seem to gather a lot of stuff! We will be organizing, cleaning, disinfecting and prepping 
the building and classrooms for the new school year. We will also have our staff in-service meetings. 

Friday: 

 We will have our CPR/1st Aide Training. It will be a very busy two days. We look forward to opening back 
up on Monday, August 22nd fresh and renewed and ready for another great school year!  

FAMILY LIFE REPORT 

 

I have agreed to fulfill the remaining term for Adam Dinkelman who has stepped down to be able to spend more time 
with his baby daughter, Ambi. I and the other members of the family life committee (Mike Snodgrass and Kit Lenser) 
can’t thank Adam enough for providing his leadership in handling family life since not having a DCE on staff at 
Immanuel. 

 

Many of you may not know what the family life committee does. We handle everything from Christian education to 
fellowship activities. If you are interested in serving on the committee or helping in any of the functions that we run, 
please contact me, Mike, or Kit. New members of the committee would be welcomed so we have fresh ideas. 
Assistance with various events every once in a while would also be appreciated, for example, if a Sunday school 
substitute would be needed. 

 

Upcoming family life activities are as follows: 
 

 Grill night 
          - August 17th 

 Pickleball—coming soon! 

 Bible study opportunities 
         - Pastor-led to resume Sunday mornings at 8:45am when our church service time goes back to 10:00am starting 
 August 7th. 
         - Women’s Bible study during the day led by Kit Lenser to resume in fall 
         - Tuesday night women’s Bible study at 7:00pm ongoing each week 
 

I prayerfully encourage you use these opportunities to become more involved at Immanuel so we can further the 
kingdom of God and maybe even get out of your comfort zone for personal growth. 

 
 

Kathy Christiansen 



 

Teacher Bios 
 
 

Mrs. Natalie Kryjanovski: Baby Rosebuds Morning Teacher 
 
I am Ms. Natalie and I am the Baby Rosebuds teacher.  I have been with Open Arms since 
the first day they opened. It has been a very rewarding opportunity to have worked with so 
many wonderful children and their families. I love being able to help the infants and their 
families as they begin their journey at Open Arms and learn to navigate the waters of being 
first time parents, or second, third or fourth! I am originally from Ukraine, that is where I 
went to college and worked with kids. In my spare time I love to spend time with my 
family, go to concerts, read, spend time outdoors, and travel. I am looking forward to 
meeting all our newest little ones and their families, you are all a blessing to me!    
 
 
 

 

 

Mrs. Rana Sweilem: Baby Rosebuds Morning Teacher 

 

Ms. Rana is a teacher in the infant room and has been working at Open Arms since 2007. 
She has always loved working with children and once her own children grew up they 
joined the Open Arms family in their founding year. Her favorite things about working 
with infants is watching them grow and develop. She loves to feed them and make them 
laugh during tummy time. When they move into new classes, Ms. Rana loves saying hello 
as they pass and seeing how much they have changed since their time in the infant room.  

 

Ms. Rana is married and has four children. She lives in Glenview with her family but was 
born and raised in Jordan.  
 

When she’s not at Open Arms, she loves to go for walks at Flick Park, to cook and bake, 
and to spend time with her children, nieces and nephews.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Debbie: Baby Begonias 

 

Ms. Debbie (that’s me) has been working at Open Arms since August of 2012. (Has it been 
ten years already?!?) I started in the Toddler Tulips and then moved into the Begonia room 
where I am now the leader of the Begonia team. Prior to coming to Open Arms I was an 
elementary teacher in a Lutheran school. I am a product of Lutheran education and have 
always taught in Lutheran schools, graduating with my teaching credentials in 1985 from 
Concordia Chicago. 

I grew up in Racine, Wisconsin, where my sister still lives. I also have two brothers, one 
lives in Maryland and the other in Georgia. Three of us are Lutheran trained educators. At 
times you might find me playing the organ at Immanuel, Glenview.  

My husband, Eric, and I live in Des Plaines. We have three children and two grandchildren. 
Rachel and her husband live in Washington, D.C., Nathan is in Chicago, and Hannah and 
her family are in Wheeling.  

When I do have free time I enjoy relaxing in front of the tv with my cats Cali, Oreo, and 
Monti. I also enjoy counted cross stitch projects and sewing. My latest project is sewing 
bibs for the OA classrooms. 

It is my prayer that I share the love of Jesus with the children and their families here at 
Open Arms through my words and actions.  



 

 
Ms. Carol Endres: Toddler Tulips Co-Teacher 
 

I am Ms. Carol, the Toddler Tulips co-teacher! This is my sixteenth year here at 
Open Arms, and I have adored and appreciated every day that I have been here in 
this amazing community. God has blessed me with so many opportunities to grow 
close to such wonderful children and parents! I am a  graduate of Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa, and have taken courses at OCC. Before teaching at Open Arms I 
taught third grade, and later I substituted at several schools. In my spare time I 
enjoy reading anything and everything, swimming and spending time with friends. I 
have three amazing grown children, so spending my weekends with them and the 
rest of my family makes me the happiest! The “topping on the cake” is spending 
days with my eight year old grandson Alex!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Evi Gutierrez: Toddler Tulips Afternoon Teacher 

 

I am the afternoon toddler tulips teacher! I have been working at Open Arms for 6 
years and I have a Child Development Associate certificate. Every year here gets 
better and better! It is such a joy to play with these toddlers and watch them grow. 
Every day is a new adventure where toddlers can explore and learn. My favorite 
thing to see is their faces light up with pride as they learn a new task. In my free 
time I love to spend time with my family and make all kinds of art!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Michelle Harner: Daisy 3s 

 

Hello, My name is Michelle and I am the lead teacher of the 3's room at 
Open Arms. Working with kids is a passion of mine! I have an associates degree in 
fine arts, and am currently working towards a bachelors in psychology. Child 
development is a great interest of mine, and it is so great to get to see your threes 
grow into big four year olds. I have worked at Open Arms for a year starting as an 
assistant in the threes room.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Megan Gerken: Sunflower 4s 

Ms. Gerken will be going into her 8th year of teaching in the Sunflower 4s room. She 
studied elementary education at Illinois State University. Even though she went to 
school for elementary school she has used her knowledge and experience to 
develop a play based curriculum. Each year she goes over the alphabet a letter a 
week. Activities and art projects are all based on the letter of the week.  In addition to 
many hands-on engaging activities she is a huge fan of LEGO! She enjoys sharing 
the love of LEGO with others, but most importantly she shares the love of Christ 
through her Jesus times with singing and the retelling of Bible stories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Leslie Christiansen: Kindergarten 

 
Hi there! My name is Ms. Leslie and I am the lead teacher for the Wildflower 
Kindergarten class! I am going into my 3rd year of teaching Kindergarten and my 9th 
year of working at Open Arms (led the 3s my first year and 5 years of being a 
summer camp counselor). I have my bachelors degree in Lutheran Early Childhood 
Education from Concordia University Wisconsin and am currently finishing my 
masters online at CUW for Literacy. I have also been a member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church for my entire life, being baptized and confirmed here and also 
going to Pre-K and Kindergarten at Immanuel Lutheran School before Open Arms 
opened. Kindergarten is my favorite grade to teach because I love the balance of play 
and learning and you can see the kids grow and change over the year. When I am not 
teaching, you can either find me sipping on a cup of coffee or watching a baseball 
game!  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman: Director 

 

Hello! I am Ms. Jessy Dinkelman. I am the Director of the center. I’ve been here for 
the past 7 years in many different work roles. My first day here I knew: this is where 
I always wanted to be. I love the staff, the children, the environment, the church and 
the community we all share. The children are my first priority and I love spending 
time getting to know each of them and their family members. Here at Open Arms we 
are a big family, supporting each other in our parenting journeys because "it takes a 
village". My husband, Adam, and I welcomed our first child, Ambellina, back in 
August of 2021.  She’s growing up so fast and enjoys her days here at Open Arms 
and her Sundays at Immanuel. I look forward to the growth of the 
school, our community, and my own family. If you ever need anything please do not 
hesitate to ask, I always keep an open door!  



 

August Birthdays 

Janet (8/3) 

Jason (8/3) 

Ambellina (8/8) 

Anna (8/10) 

Kelly (8/15) 

Linda (8/19) 

Logan (8/19) 

Lana (8/21) 

Jan (8/22) 

Debra (8/23) 

Mark (8/23) 

Randy (8/23) 

Adam (8/24) 

Rich (8/27) 

Eric (8/28) 

Allison (8/31) 

May God Bless you with many 
more birthdays! 

 

August Birthdays 

(Open Arms)  

 

 

Juna (8/5) 

Ambellina (8/8) 

Nina (8/12) 

Charlie (8/23)  

 

May God Bless you with many 

more birthdays! 

 

Marriage Anniversary  

 

Al and Barbara (8/2) 

Tom and Patty (8/9) 

 

Baptism Anniversary 
 

 

Henry (8/1) 

John (8/1) 

Lyle (8/1) 

Michael (8/1) 

Raymond (8/1) 

Ruth (8/4) 

Emily (8/5) 

Jeanene (8/6) 

Eric (8/7) 

Jessica (8/13) 

Anna (8/15) 

Audra (8/25) 

Weekly Events 

Sundays 

8:45am Study Hour 

10:00am Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 
Tuesdays 

10:30am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Class (In-Person Youth Room) 

 
Wednesdays 

10:00am Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00pm Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays 
No Bible Study (Zoom with Kit) 

Will start back up in late August or September 
 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter  the information below as prompted.  

Meeting ID: 957 722 9696 Password: 188009 



CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 

Upcoming Events 
 

Grill Night: Wednesday, August 17th 

CLOSED: August 18th and 19th for cleaning and staff in-service training.  

Monday, August 22: First day of school 

Wednesday, August 31st, 6:00pm: Parent Orientation Night  

(Parents only please) 

Monday, September 5th: School closed for Labor Day 

     

  Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

 

Rev. James Kirschenmann - Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman — Director 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn — Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken — Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet - OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Natalie & Ms. Rana - Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Dorothea,  

Ms. Alicia, Ms. Teagan 

Mrs. Debbie - Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji,  

Ms. Grace, Ms. Katherine 

Ms. Carol & Ms. Evi - Toddler Tulips; Ms. Fayana,  

Ms. Paula, Ms. Izabel 

Ms. Adriana - Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Ginelley,  

Ms. Kirti 

Ms. Michelle - Daisy 3s; Ms. Marissa, Ms. Ally 

Ms. Gerken - Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Mr. Johnny 

Ms. Leslie - Wildflower Kindergarten 

Ms. Melissa -  Lunch Server 

Mr. Marty and Mr. Mark— Handymen    



AUGUST 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 

 

3 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

6 

7 

8:45  Study Hour 

 

10:00am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:00am Zoom Worship  

 

8 9 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

10 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

11 

 

 

12 13 

14 

8:45  Study Hour 

 

10:00am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:00am Zoom Worship  

 

6:00pm Youth Bible Class 

15 16 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

17 

 
10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

 

5:30pm 

Grill Night  

18 

 

 

19 20 

21 

8:45  Study Hour 

 

10:00am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:00am Zoom Worship  

22 23 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

24 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

25 

 

 

26 27 

28 

8:45  Study Hour 

 

10:00am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:00am Zoom Worship  

29 30 

 

10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

 

7:00pm  

Women’s Bible 
Class 

31 

 

10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

  


