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April 2022 

New Heavens and a New Earth 

 

Springtime in this area can be both beautiful and 
hazardous, but always brings that sense of “newness.” 
Nature seems to awaken quickly as the colors of 
spring abound – trees bud out and leaves appear, 
flowers pop up from what seemed to be a completely 
dormant state. Birds, animals and even insects show 
renewed activity. 

 

There is a certain excitement and energy that comes 
with all of this... Certainly, celebrating the 
Resurrection of our LORD in the middle of the month 
(April 17) seems to provide an “exclamation point”! 

 

In our readings, we will hear from the prophet Isaiah as he gives us God’s Word, 

 

“For behold, I create new heavens 

and a new earth, 

and the former things shall not be remembered 

or come into mind.” 

 
We are reminded during our Lenten journey to repent, and bring all our sins to the foot of the cross of 
Christ, where he bears them in his body as it is crucified, taking the punishment we deserve. As he 
took our sins to the grave, he left them there, rising to New Life on the third day. Our creation story 
now becomes New – an eighth day of Re-Creation – and our life in Christ is a New Life. 

 

As we rejoice in His Resurrection, we hear the promise of our own resurrection to come, on the Last 
Day. So, as we hear in Isaiah 65:18, “be glad and rejoice forever in that which [He]” Re-Creates… 
in Christ, 
 

Pastor Jim 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 



The Importance of Teaching Children About Holy Week 

 

Jesus is so easy to learn about. The Bible is filled with amazing and wonderful stories of miracles 
and promises. Everything Jesus does is perfect—He loves everyone, heals all the sick, He never 
sins—so then, why is it really hard to teach children that Jesus was sad and hurt?  

 

Palm Sunday sounds so wonderful. Everyone greets Jesus by singing “Hosanna” and waving big 
green leaves. The children get to reenact that here too and guess what—It’s fun! So then, why was 
Jesus so sad?  God told Jesus that Jesus was going to save everyone, but God also told Jesus that to 
do that, Jesus had to die. So when Jesus was riding into Jerusalem with everyone saying “save us”, 
Jesus already knew that the only way to save them, was to let them hurt him. I’d be sad too, wouldn’t 
you? 

 

Then we have Maundy Thursday. To a child it is hard to understand that Jesus, God’s Son, the most 
powerful person ever, could feel scared. Jesus knew his friend was going to hurt him, but he didn’t 
stop his friend. Children know what it feels like to have a friend hurt them but Jesus knew and he 
chose to still let Judas hurt him. Then Jesus goes to pray in the garden and cries. He did what all 
children do—when children are scared, they go to their mommy and daddy and ask for help. Jesus 
prayed to God and asked him if there was any way to please let him not die. We know how this story 
ends, Jesus was still willing to die so he could save everyone.  

 

Which leads us to Good Friday, the day Jesus dies. Wait! What? But if Jesus dies why do we call it 
GOOD? Well, to put it in a way children will understand, it was good for US. Jesus knew he had to 
die, even though he was scared, because he knew that his death would mean perfect forgiveness. We 
are not perfect, like Jesus, we make bad choices, we think bad things, sometimes we do wrong by 
simply not doing anything by ignoring a situation. But, because Jesus died for us, we are forgiven, 
even before we sin. What a good gift to be given.  

 

Finally, Easter, that should be easy enough to explain to children, right? Children understand what it 
means to be alive and Jesus came back to life. But, for Jesus, being alive means So. Much. More. 
Jesus is alive in heaven. Children know that when someone dies (a pet, a grandparent) that their soul 
goes to heaven to be with God and Jesus. But it wasn’t just Jesus’ soul that went to heaven, it was his 
entire body. Jesus is ALIVE and he still is today! This makes it so much more because it proves that 
Jesus is God and that all our sins are forgiven.  

 

Yes, Easter is fun, with all the chocolates, baskets, and fancy clothes, but it is ever so important to 
teach our children that the reason we get to celebrate is because Jesus suffered, died and rose for us. 
We are forgiven and loved so much that God died for us, the ultimate declaration of His love for His 
children. How blessed are we that we are the most beloved children of God! Remember that Jesus 
Loves You.  

 

Have a Good Holy week and a Happy Easter! 

 

Ms. Jessy  



Kat’s Corner – April 2022 Edition 

 

Spring has arrived! God has given us another season of amazing change and growth. The trees are 
changing from bare to bud filled which will blaze the path for the leaves and change the trees 
appearance for the next season. The hidden bulbs are changing and breaking through the cold ground, 
sprouting green leaves which will later bring us beautiful flowers. The grass changes from brown to 
green. Did you ever realize that nothing grows without change? So in this season of change and 
growth, my prayer is that our dear Lord will open our hearts to work together through our season of 
change and watch HIS ministry GROW! 

 

Financial News: God continues to provide for  HIS ministry at Immanuel. Income has again 
been supplemented with Child Care grant funds provided by the State of IL. We received $90,476.25 
of which $38,000 is specifically for Child Care Workforce Bonuses. Round #1 was disbursed to staff 
on March 18, 2022. Another bonus is planned to disburse in May. Without these grant funds, we 
would have been at a deficit of $15,631.78.   

 

New families continue to enroll in our Open Arms program. Our mission field is growing. We need 
additional staff who love the Lord and want to share their joy with the children. If you know anyone 
looking for work, please send them our way. Please pray for our current staff. They have all traveled a 
long road through the pandemic, working the front line of child care. Pray for renewed spirits filled 
with energy, joy and the love of Christ to walk the walk each day. 

 

Offering Envelope Reminder:  In January 2022, we made some changes regarding Offer ing 
Envelopes. As we have been posting contributions by last name versus envelope number for the last 
several years, we decided to move to a generic envelope which we simply request that you fill in your 
name on it, especially for cash donations.  Placing a mailing label on your envelope works great as an 
easy identifier. These envelopes are available by the offering plate on the table in the narthex. If you 
would like them mailed to you, please contact Ms. Missy in the church office at 847-724-1034. 

 

Mission of the Month for April will be a NID Mission - Raising Up Workers of the Word. This 
program offers scholarships to those seeking to be church workers. There is a major shortage of them. 

 

Around the building: Our Storm Drainage Project continues to move forward. The Engineer 
from Christopher B. Burke Engineering is also an Open Arms parent who is energized to get the 
problems solved. He also previously worked for the Village of Glenview which may be helpful down 
the road. He is helping us unravel the puzzle of why we are having the flooding problems as well as 
what the best solution is for the long term. This project has many layers from gutters, to old drain tile, 
and to implement the best solution could take well over a year or two to complete. Please pray for 
wisdom and guidance as we walk this road to a dry building for safe and continued ministry. 

 

The wind damaged shingles on the north face of the west tower of the church are waiting on the 
weather to be more accommodating to assure the safety of the roofers as it’s very steep where they 
need to work. I have been told that there are two layers of shingles in that location so moisture should 
not penetrate and it’s a vertical surface.  

 

Kathy A Gerken, Business Manager - Contact info: 847-724-1034     
kgerken@immanuelglenview.org  



Annual St. Jude’s Trike-a-thon is on Friday, April 29th  

 

 

 

Information will be sent out via email this year!   

 

 

Children in our Tiger Lily 2s and upstairs classes will have a 
chance to ride their bikes, trikes or scooters to raise funds 
for the children at St. Jude’s. We will set up a course in the 
gym. We always need parent or church volunteers to help 
with this event. The event starts around 9:30am and goes 
until 12:00pm.  

We are looking forward to a fun TRIKE-A-THON. 

Open Arms has a PARENTS FACEBOOK Page!  

 

 If you would like to be included please send “Jessy Open Arms Dinkelman” 
a friend request and she will be happy to add you to the page.  The OA 
Parents Page is a closed group where we share photos, school updates, 

parent communications and connections.  

Easter Breakfast/Egg Hunt!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When: April 17th, 2022. 

Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church/Open Arms Backyard.  

Starting us off will be our Easter Breakfast at 9:00 to 9:30am,  

 

followed by the egg hunt at 10:00. 

Easter Service will start at 10:45am.  

 



     Holy Week Services 

 

Palm Sunday: April 10th at 10:45 AM - Palm Sunday - We celebrate the 
triumphal entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, the week before his death and 
resurrection. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, which concludes 
on Easter Sunday. 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday: April 14th at 7:00 PM – Worship with communion. 
 

 

 

Good Friday: April 15th at 7 PM - Tenebrae. 
 

 

 

Sunday morning Easter: April 17th at 10:45 - Worship.  No Easter  Vigil or  
Sunrise worship. 

 
 

 

 

*All Holy Week Services are offered In-Person and on Zoom* 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 
 

As we at Immanuel begin working towards developing a new vision for our church, it is 
important that we take the right steps. If creating a new vision were like growing crops, 
this Bible study is like working up the soil and prepping it for planting the vision to 
come. This works in three phases: 
 

 

Phase 1: Examining the roles and opportunities within this congregation, and discussing 
ways to improve/ better engage with them. 
 

 

Phase 2: Examining our doctrine as laid out in the Small Catechism and working to 
enable all members to discuss, share, and apply our beliefs while outreaching to those 
around us. 
 

 

Phase 3: Examining the different beliefs that surround us and discussing ways to better 
engage and share our faith with those outside of the LCMS.   
 

 

Ultimately, this Bible Study is an opportunity for the congregation of Immanuel to come 
together and collaborate on ways to set us up for success as we look to the future. We 
meet Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:30 in the library, or we are also available via Zoom 
at that time. I hope you will consider joining us. 



What is LCRL? 
LCRL stands for Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty and they provide input, 
education, advice, advocacy, and resources in the areas of  life, marriage, and 

religious liberty in Washington D.C. 

  

Why the LCRL is Needed 

 
We are in D.C. to be an ENCOURAGING support to those who are already working 

very hard on the Hill to protect our religious liberty, to protect and promote the 
sanctity of  life, to guard the basic protections for traditional marriage, to promote 

the private and parochial education. 

 

We are in D.C. to be an EDUCATING resource for our Churches, Schools, 
Universities, pastors and laypeople — Why? Because Christians more and more 
need be prepared to engage public issues for the sake of  the community and the 

Gospel.  

 

We are in D.C. to be an ADVOCATE for our Churches, Schools, Universities…Why? 
Because the government is encroaching more and more into the arena of  the 

Church and its work, and God’s people have a role in not only sharing the Gospel, 
but in helping society/culture in being humane, civil, and temporally just. (see 

Jeremiah 29:11ff) 

 

~ “Security without liberty is called prison”~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By RICHARD SAUNDERS  

Aka Richard Cohrs 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION; 

www. LCRLFreedom.org 

EMAIL: cohrs.rich@gmail.com 

CALL: 202-868-0920 



Weekly Events 

Sundays 

9:45 AM Adult Bible Study (Zoom/In-Person) 

9:45 AM Sunday School (In-Person) 

10:45 AM Worship (Zoom/In-Person) 

 

Tuesdays 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour (Zoom) 

 

Wednesdays 

10:00 AM Men's Group at Panera Bread (In-Person) 

~2512 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025~ 

12:00 PM Pastor Led Bible Study (Online: Koinonia.clickmeeting.com) 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays 

1:00 PM Bible Study (Zoom with Kit Lenser)  

 

Simply go to Zoom 

Or join us by phone by calling +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter  the 

information below as prompted.  



 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

 

 

847-724-1034 

www.immanuelglenview.org 

 

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 

All are Welcome to Worship! 

 

Sundays 10:45 Am 

In person and via Zoom 

Email: oadirector@openarmsglenview.org 
 

Website: www.openarmsglenview.org 

CHRISTIAN  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 

Friday, April 15th: We will CLOSE at 4:30 PM for Good Friday. 

 

Sunday, April 17th: Easter Breakfast 9:00am, Egg hunt 10:00am 

 

Friday, April 29th: St. Jude Trike-a-thon here at Open Arms during your child’s 

gym/outside time. (For children in the Tiger Lily 2s and upstairs classrooms.) 

 
 
 

 

Immanuel/Open Arms Staff 

Rev. James Kirschenmann — Intentional Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Jessy Dinkelman — Director 

Mrs. Hannah Dunn — Assistant Director 

Ms. Kathy Gerken — Business Manager 

Ms. Missy Brouillet — OA/ILC Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Natalie — Baby Rosebuds; Ms. Rana, Ms. Dorothea, Ms. Alicia 

Mrs. Debbie—Baby Begonias; Ms. Klara, Ms. Jiji, Ms. Yesenia, Ms. Grace 

Ms. Carol —Toddler Tulips; Ms. Evi, Ms. Fayana, Ms. Paula 

Ms. Adriana — Tiger Lily 2s; Ms. Megan E, Ms. Ginelley, Ms. Emilie 

Ms. Destiny— Daisy 3s; Ms. Marissa, Ms. Michelle 

Ms. Gerken—Sunflower 4s; Ms. Aleia, Ms. Kirti, Ms. Izabel 

Ms. Leslie —Wildflower Kindergarten; Mr. Johnny 

Mr. Marty and Mr. Mark— Handymen   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
 

9:45  Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Sunday 

 IP Worship  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

4 5 

 
10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

6 
10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible 
Study 

 

7:00pm 

Midweek Devotion 

 

7 
 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

8 9 

10 
 

9:45 Adult Bible Study 

 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

10:45am Palm Sunday 
Service  

 

 

10:45am Zoom Worship 

 

6-8pm Youth group  

11 12 

 
10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

13 

 
10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible 
Study 

 

 

14 
 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Maundy Thursday Service 

(In-Person/Zoom) 

15 

 
7:00pm 

Good Friday 
Service 

(In-Person/
Zoom) 

16 
 

Easter 

 Breakfast  

Setup— Youth 

1:00pm 

17 
 

9:00am Easter Breakfast  

 

10am Egg Hunt 
 

10:45am Easter Service  

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

18 19 

 
10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

20 

 
10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible 
Study 

21 
 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

22 23 

24 
 

9:45 Adult Bible Study 
 

9:45am Sunday School 

 

 

10:45am Sunday  

IP Worship  

 

10:45am Zoom Worship  

25 26 

 
10:30am 

Coffee Hour  

27 

 
10am Men’s Group 

 

12 -12:30pm 

Pastor Led Bible 
Study 

28 
 

 

1:00pm 

Bible Study with Kit 
Lenser on Zoom 

29 

 
Trike-A-Thon 

 

9:30a-12p 

Gym or Outside 

30 


