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PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES FORTH IN THE DARKNESS 
 
 

About Holy Communion 
 

In the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod we believe that in Communion, Jesus is really and truly present. He 
gives us Himself to assure us that in Him we are forgiven. It also is a statement of unity that all who come to 
Communion are in agreement of faith and doctrine. 

 

Because this is something very special, and is more than bread and wine, we ask that those who are not 
confirmed members of the LCMS first talk to the pastor before coming up for Communion. Participating as a 
family, we believe that we are truly receiving the body and blood of Christ in, with, and under the bread and the 
wine. 

 

All are certainly welcome at the Altar and may receive a Blessing, rather than the elements. We ask that an 
indication be given by crossing arms in front (St. Andrew’s Cross) to signify this desire for simply receiving a 
Blessing in Christ. Thank you. 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Heaven and earth rejoice on this night because the glory of the Holy Trinity is manifested in the human birth of 
“our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13), through whom the Father’s grace and mercy permeate 
the world. Death’s silence is nullified by this “good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). 
And all we who have gone astray like lost and wandering sheep, who have “walked in darkness” of doubt, fear 
and sinful unbelief, behold “a great light” in the nativity of Jesus Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him, “the grace of God has 
appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this child of Mary who is born for us, this dear Son of God who is given to us, bears 
the burden of our sin and death in His own body on the cross. By initiating and fulfilling His earthly journey from 
nativity to crucifixion, Christ establishes a government of peace, “with justice and with righteousness,” which 
shall have no end. This is not by any work of man, but “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7). 
 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

(The Lighting of the Advent Wreath occurs during the Opening Hymn) 

358 FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 



(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 9:2–7 
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
  

P You have multiplied the nation; 

C You have increased its joy; 
  

P they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, 

C as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
 

P For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 

C You have broken as on the day of Midian. 
  

P For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood 

C will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
  

P For to us a child is born, 

C to us a son is given; 
  

P and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

C and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 

 

P Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, 

C to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. 
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Brothers and sisters, although “God abides in us and His love is perfected in us,” we sin every day and 

need the assurance of His forgiveness. Let us go to God, seeking His power to amend our sinful lives. 
 
Lord Jesus, the love of God made manifest among us, 

C we have not loved You with our whole heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
Without Your help we cannot change. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As 
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy on us. 
  

P O Christ, 

C have mercy on us. 
  

P O Lord, 

C have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen. 
  
 

377 ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT ALL CHRISTIANS SING 

 

 



 

 
Text and tune: English 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

 
O God, with joy we remember the time when Your love started to be visible in the birth of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Strengthen our faith as He finishes His journey to rule our hearts and minds as Savior and Lord 
today and always; 

  

P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ READINGS + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 



 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY Matthew 1:21; Isaiah 9:6 
P She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
  

P for He will save His people from their sins. 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
  

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
 

EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD Luke 2:1–20 
 

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

 

 



 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will 
be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

 



380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 

 

370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS Sung by Soloist 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Text: Public domain 

 



P And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 

368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

HOMILY 
 

388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 

 

 

 



Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. 
Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING Piano 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

+ PRAYER + 

 

LITANY 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the peace on earth proclaimed by angels and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the peace and Christmas joy in the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For this holy house and for all who respond here to the light of God’s love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all clergy and laypeople in the Church as they carry the light of Christ with them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who work in national and local governments and agencies to bring peace, justice, health, and 
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who 
sing, and all the people here rejoicing in God’s great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For our deliverance from all afflictions, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to 
Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 
 

GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN Viola 
 

  



366 IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

393 INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 
Text and tune: Polish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

 
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

C Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness 
of His joys in heaven; 

  



P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  



387 JOY TO THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
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