
 
  



Opening Song: Lord of the Dance (Bardis Music, Usa Attn: 
Peter Bardon)  

 
Stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The casket may be covered with a funeral pall. 

 

Remembrance of Baptism Romans 6:3–5 

P In Holy Baptism John was clothed with the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness that covered all his sin. St. 

Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with Him in a death like His, 

we shall certainly be united with Him in a 

resurrection like His. 
 

Introit Psalm 23 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 

sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, 



I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your 

loving-kindness shown to John and to all Your 

servants who, having finished their course in faith, 

now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be 

faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
  



Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1, 10–15 

 1For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven: 

 10I have seen the business that God has given to the 

children of man to be busy with. 11He has made 

everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity 

into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God 

has done from the beginning to the end. 12I perceived that 

there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to 

do good as long as they live; 13also that everyone should 

eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is 

God’s gift to man. 

 14I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; 

nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. 

God has done it, so that people fear before him. 15That 

which is, already has been; that which is to be, already 

has been; and God seeks what has been driven away. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 8:14–19, 34–35, 37–39 

 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 

God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 

are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs 

of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 

with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 

 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 

died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 



35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
General Verse [Revelation 1:5–6] 

A Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever. 

Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel John 14:1–6 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

  

 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know 

the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 

we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 



and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism 

into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Song: Time In A Bottle (by Jim Croce) 

 



Sermon – “God Wastes Nothing of Our Lives” – based on the 
reading from Romans 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1–4] 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who 

raised Jesus from the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people 

together into one communion in the mystical body 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your 

whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and 

peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s 

death and resurrection may die to sin and rise to 

newness of life and so pass with Him through the 

gate of death and the grave to our joyful 

resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy 

body and blood of Your Son may be raised to 

immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him 

at Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give to the family of John Gehring and to all who 

mourn comfort in their grief and a sure confidence 

in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on 

You, they may know the consolation of Your love. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

  



P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within 

the communion of Your Church they may have 

strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a 

holy and certain hope and in the joyful expectation 

of eternal life with those they love who have 

departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot 

understand, to believe and find comfort in the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Receive our thanks for John Gehring and for all the 

blessings You bestowed on him in this earthly life. 

Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him 

we may see You face to face in the joys of paradise. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior 

Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. 

We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed 

the power of death and by His resurrection He 

opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

Strengthen us in the confidence that because He 

lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor 

life nor things present nor things to come will be 

able to separate us from Your love, which is in 

Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we 

are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis John 11:25–26; Luke 2:29–32 

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. 

“He who believes in Me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will 

never die.” 

  

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every 

people: 

a light to reveal You to the nations 

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
  



A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. 

“He who believes in Me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will 

never die.” 

 
Concluding Collect 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of 

Your flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring 

them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the 

resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion 

with those we love who have died in the faith; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he says: 

 
Blessing 

P May God the Father, who created this body; may 

God the T Son, who by His blood redeemed this 

body; may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy 

Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep 

these remains to the day of the resurrection of all 

flesh. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus 

Christ You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb 

You sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His 

bodily resurrection You brought life and 



immortality to light so that all who die in Him abide 

in peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the 

victory over death and the grave that He won for us. 

Keep us in everlasting communion with all who 

wait for Him on earth and with all in heaven who 

are with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, 

even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Closing Hymn: Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110001257 

 
Benediction and Dismissal Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T 

give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 



Obituary 
 
John L. Gehring, 63, of 
Northbrook, passed away 
suddenly October 7, 2022. He 
was the beloved husband of 
Debbie Gehring nee Picciolo; 
loving father of Amber (Paul) 
Nowacki and Lana Gehring; proud 
grandfather of Brooke and Bryce; 
dear son of Lorraine and the late 
Irving Gehring; dear brother of 
Blanche Gehring and Mark 
(Donna) Gehring; fond uncle of 
Adam (Jen), Emily (Jamie), Nick 
(Amber), Pam (Troy), Brandon, 
Jenna (Greg) and Krystle. 

 
John was always full of energy – working on cars, dirt biking, 
water skiing and flying radio-controlled airplanes. Later in his life 
he built a log cabin completely from scratch using whole trees 
from his land. He never liked to sit still and would always be doing 
something. At the age of 31 he started his own plumbing 
business, JL Plumbing, after working years in the Chicago school 
system. So many of his clients became family to John and Debbie. 
 
The resort in Post Lake, Wisconsin was a large part of his life. He 
met his wife of 40 years there when he was 14 years old and she 
was 12. Every year he looked forward to being in Wisconsin so he 
could be in the woods, plant trees, work on the log cabin and 
smell the fresh air. John taught both of his daughters how to be 
self-efficient and mechanically inclined. He started teaching these 
skills and values to his beloved grandchildren as well. 
 
John left a lasting impression on everyone he met through his 
energy, unwavering drive and genuine ‘good guy’ personality. He 
would always help others before himself and without knowing it, 
he was a mentor to so many. 
 
John is already greatly missed and lives on through the memories 
and lessons he taught everyone around him. 


